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More than just Wikipedia



More than meets the eye

A study by Nature in 2005 found Wikipedia 
to be nearly as accurate as Britannica (2.92 
errors per article comp to 3.86 on Wikipedia.)

In 2010, the Journal of Clinical Oncology 
found Wikipedia to be as accurate as 
Physician Data Query.



Wikimedia & open education 



Learning objectives

Writing skills development

Media & information literacy

Critical thinking & research skills

Collaborative learning

Technical & communication skills



Neuroangiogenesis - University of Edinburgh



University of Stirling - Wikibooks



Teaching peer review skills



Wiki-detective 
challenge

● Today’s featured article
● The talk page

● The history of the article
● In which languages is the article?
● Add the page to your watchlist
● In which categories is the article?

By Employee(s) of Universal Studios (Photograph in possession of 
SchroCat) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons



Pillars of Wikipedia

● An encyclopedia
● Neutral point of view

● Free content
● Respect & civility
● No firm rules

By Thermos (Thermos) (Own work) [CC BY-SA 2.5], via Wikimedia Commons 



Core content policies

● Articles should meet standards of notability

● Avoid conflict of interest

● Wiki is a tertiary source, based on reliable 

secondary sources



Where’s the Wiki gap?



Thanks!
Sarat@museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk / sa.thomas@live.com
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