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Champion Fantail
•

This Tailmark Fantail Hen, Band No.
4968-'69 was the Champion Young Fan
tail at the Central Fantail Club Meet
at the 1970 St. Paul National Show,
with over 500 Fantails competing, Karl
Otto serving as judge. It was also the
Best Young Tailmark Hen, Best Young
Tailmark and Best T·ailmark at the
same show. No other Tailmark Fantail
has ever .lpproached this record. 
Bred and owned by Harry L. little, St.
Louis, Mo.

This Issue Devoted Especially to Fantails

Devoted to the Breeding and Promoting of Pigeons for Pleasure and Profit
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Howard Cook
Fantail Loft

Champion Tailmark Fantail
Central Fantail .Club

5th Dist. Meet '75-'76

Bird Sex Indicator

Solid, Barred, Marked

Breeder - Exhibitor

39'1 C So. 16, Lincoln, Neb., 68502

Fantails

Steve May

Tailmark and Whites
The Queen Of The Fancy

Howard Cook, Jrl
I 108 Marilyn.

Springdale, Ark., 72764
Phone: 501-751-4093

Visitors Welcome

An instrument for breeders and fanciers.
Reveals true sex of all species in seconds.
Does not touch the bird. Easy to use
satisfaction guaranteed. Send $4.95 plus
SOc handling to:

ALAMO CITY PRODUCTS
106 Overland, San Antonio, Texas, 78218
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Organized In 1975 To Promote Fantails In N.Y. State

Conducting Two Shows Annually On Rotating Basis

New York State Fantail Fanciers

Blacksburg, Va.

~ .

Baertl Fantail Loft

We invite all Fantail exhibitors everywhere to participate In our
shows. Our Young Bird Show will be announced shortly, and our Annual
Meet will be held with the "Heart of New York" Show, Syracuse, N.Y.
on November 19-20, 1977. Both shows with open awards.

Membership Restricted To N.Y. State Residents Only.

This Ad Courtesy of our Members Donations.

President: Roger Hogg, 264 Forest Hill Rd., Apalachin, N.Y.
Vice-President: Robert France, Rt. 1,Cunningham Rd., Fulton, N.Y.

Publicity: Wm. Hart, 65 Brad St., Rochester, N.Y.
Secretary: John McClanahan, 5014 James St., E. Syracuse, N.Y.

Of Southwest Virginia
Blues, Silvers, Whites, 'Powder Blues, Powder Silvers

J. and W. Baerll
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Prominent Members Of The Northeastern Fantail Club
Frank A. Tibaldi, Secretary, 534 Branch Ave., Providence, R.I.~ 02904

Quality

White Fantails
Also Blacks and a few Blues

and Powdered Blues

Harriman A. Reardon

2 Brigham St.,

Hudson, Mass., 01749

Odlaw House

Fantails
Powdered Bille

White
Blue

Whi'te Fantails
Grand Champions

Northeastern Fantail Club
Dec. 1969, '71. '74 & '75

Ostrander Bred Fantails also Win
For Others

Best Young White
Best Yearling White

Best White
Eastern Fantail Club

January 1977

R. H. Ostrander
12 Windswept Drive,

Sandwich, Mass., 02563

Fantails
Breeding and

Exhibiting

Blue

Black

White

John F. Whitesides·
455 South Main Street,

North Conway, N.H.,

03860

Quality Youngsters

Available

In The Fall

Frank Cushman
70 North St.,

Grafton, Mass.• 01519

For July, 1977

Congratulations To The

Northeastern Fantail Club
And Us Fine Members

G. Wilbur Tracey
2 Haskell Street, Beverly Farms, Mass., 01915

Pigeons Are My "Hobbi'

.Page 389



Prominent Members Of The Northeastern Fantail Club
John F. Whitesides, President, Box 455, North Conway, New Hampshire, 03860

i .. _~'._~: •. ~--' ........

CHBlue 97-'76

Breeders - Exhibitors
Winners

Mitchell &Hiefsnyder
Box 197.

Chesapeake City. Md.,
21915

Fantails
Of

Quality
In

Blue
Silver
Black
Red

"Tamaracu

My Ooal- The Best
My Pleasure - Trying

Bob De Adder
25 Meadow Drive,

Shrewsbury. N.J., 0770 I

Fantails Compliments of

Edwin J. Calcutt John J. Donahue Frank A. Tibaldi
15 Lapre Road.
Sunset Terrace.

Woonsocket. R.I.. 02895

58 Maple Street,

Paxton, Mass., 01612
Breeder of

Black and Yellow
Breeding and Exhibiting

Tholnas H. Lynch
30 Main St.

E. Pepperell, Ma., 01437

Quality Fantails
White, Blue. and Black and Silver

Powdered Blue
John MR Delaney

123 Main St.,
E. Pepperell. Ma., 01437
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Fantails
Sec.-Treas. Northeastern Fantail Club

534 Branch Avenue,

Providence, R.I., 02904

Dues $5.00 per year

American PIgeon Journal
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Thank You Fantail Fanciers
By HARRY L. LITTLE, St. Louis, Mo.

Co-ordinating the July, 1977 Fantail Special Issue of the
American Pigeon Journal has been a great source of satisfac
tion to me. The cooperation and the enthusiasm that you have
shown are the ingredients that spell success for any venture.
The exchange of correspondence with Fantail people around
the world, many of them people I have never known, has been
most rewarding. It makes one realize what a great hobby we
share!

We are presently in a period of unprecidented popularity
for the Fantail. The 1975-1976 s'eason brought us the 200th an
niversary of the United States and with it the Golden Anni
versary Show of the Central Fantail Club, the Ray D. La Fleur
Fantail Classic. A show of such magnitude and quality had
never been s'een before in the history of the Fantail. But
we were not through! This year has seen the publication of
another Fantail Special. It has been an exciting period for the
Fantail fancier!

An effort has been made to add variety to this Fantail
Special. We think it has been s-uccessful. The final judgment
will be yours. It contains articles with views of the Fantail
and the Fantail Fancy that may differ from your own but this
reflects a healthy and progres'Sive hobby.

As you know, this is the third Fantail Special Issue of the
American Pigeon Journal. The first was in March of 1961, the
second in December of 1968 and no'w the third in July of 1977.
The first two were co-ordinated by the late Gerald F. Champ
of San Diego, Calif. It has been an honor for me to follow
in the footsteps of such a man, one who was truly dedicated
to the Fantail Fancy and a good friend. Because of all he has
done for the Fantail and the Fantail Fancy, I think it right
and proper to dedicate this, the July, 1977 Fantail Special
Iss-ue of the American Pigeon Journal, to the memory of
Gerald F. Champ, one of great stature in the Fantail world.

Peter Ehli of Billings, Montana, writes: "I really have en
joyed the Journal over the years since 1959 and then before
that time it goes back a lot of years. I do enjoy reading about
the other breeds, but why, just why, don't we get more 011 our
Giant Runts? We do have many outstanding breeders in the
Giant Runts that snould and could give the old and the new
breeders a Jot of good pointers on the subject of breeding big
ger and better Runts."

Important Articles In This Issue
Editorial Section 386
The Cream Fantail - A Challenge To Breed

By Rod Lysne ..
One Fancier's Fantail Loft

By Richard M. Drought ..
Looking For The Fine Points When Judging
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By Harry L. Little .
Important Points of a Fantail
Thoutft~sEo~e~;0~~t8~~tTiie··Fal;iail··pigeoil·.. ·.. ·.. · ·..····· ..· 429

By Ron Schwartz 430
Fantail Reflections Through The Years

By David Blackadder .
Ray D. LaFleur - An Example In Perseverance

By Rod Lysne .. ..
Fantail Pigeons In West Germany

By Erich Mueller . . . ..
Will It Be Saddle or Fantail?

By Jolm McClanahan ..
Views On The Fantail Standard of Perfection
By R. H. Ostrander, R. T. McKee, Bud Hagan, H. L. Little 434
Neat and Easy To Build Fantail Lofts

By Harriman Reardon ..
Standard of Perfection For Fantails

As Adopted by Central Fantail Club of America
"The New Ones" In Fantails

By William Diemer .. 439
News From Australia, By Des Sanders .. 440
Questions and Answers', By Dr. John T. Ervin 441
The Rare Ones - Bare Necl,oo Tumblers, By H. P. Macklin 442
Turbit Topics, By E. L. Zicker 442
Tumbler News and Views', By Johnnie Blaine 443
Beauty Homer Scene, By Sam Peavey.... .. 444
News From Bele-ium, By Constantin Apostol , 444
Pigeon Medications, By Clair Hetland ,:........... .. , , 445
Chinese Owl Chatter, By Frank Cahoy .. 445
Muffed Tumbler News, By Ray Kirchen .. 446
The Modena World, By Rich Barker.. .. , 446
.Junior News, B¥ Tom Rood .. 447
The World of Jacobins. Bv Harry Alexander .. 448
Indian Fantail Views. By Tony Brancato 448
German Trumpeter Review, By Tony Brancato 449
Giant Homer News, Bv Paul Steiden 449
Dove Doings, By Art R. Modler 449
Bokhara Trumpeter News. By Al Grace 450
Itelmet Happenings, By Fred Smith 450
"Mis9 Lonesome" - The Story of a Fantail

By 'Bud Hagan .
Systems Approach To Fantail Fanciers

By Dr. Samuel Zentman .
Racing Homers .
My Experience With Fantails

By Tom Pritchett 45B
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FRANK H. HOLLMANN, Editor and Manager; WILLIAM L. WORLEY, Assistant Manager

Volume 66 July, 1977 Number 7

Our Fantail Special
We are pleased to present to our readers the big Fantail

Special - the 1argest Special issue ever published. Fantail
breeders completely surprised us with their liberal support
in the fonn of advertising, a'rticles and pictures, making it
possible ,to publish an issue of 132 pages - twice the size of
our regular 68-page issue.

We were surprised and pleased with this generous c0
operation, and we coogratulate the Fantail breeders on the
excellent material submitted for this issue. The credit for this
big issue goes to Harry L. Little, our Co-ordinator, who spent
many hours work and much expense in writing letters to
Fantail breeders everywhere. The Fantail Fancy really ap
preciates his splendid work in helping to make this issue an
outstanding achievement for Fantails.

We sincerely regret that even though we added many addi
tional pages in this issue, we were not able ,to print aN of the
many fine articles received, especially the various axticles
about the history, growth and development of the various Fan
tail clubs. These articles will appear in later issues. Likewise,
many other articles as well as club news had to be held over
for our August issue.

Again, thanks to everyone who helped to make this issue
such a big success.

Am. Pigeon Fanciers Council July 29-31
A most interesting program has been arranged for the

8th Annual Convention of the American Pigeon Fanciers Coun
cil to be held 'in St. Louis, Mo., F,riday evening, July 29 till
Sunday noon, July 31.

A total of 15 speakers will participate in ,the pigeon semi
nar. A wealth of information will be presented, each speaker
being weN versed in his subject. The question and answer
period following each talk will be most beneficial.

The list of speakers and full information appears in Tanner
Chrisler's !lirticle on page 498 of this issue. To this must be
added the name of Clair Hetland of Minnesota who wil:l discuss
"Pigeon Medications."

Ralston Purina Co. wiU host the dinner on Saturday evening
for the pigeon fanciers and their wives. It will be held at the
Kings Inn, next door east of R!limada fun. A recent fire
damaged part of the coffee shop and meeting room of Ramada
Inn and therefore the various sessions will be held at Kings
Inn. However, special mtes for rooms stm prevail at Ramada
Inn.

So plan your vacation trip accordingly. See you in St. Louis.

World Roller Happenings
We Me in a receipt of the first two copies of World Roller

Happenings, published bi-monthly by Joseph D. LaFauci and
John C. Phillips of Redwood City, Calif. It is devoted ex
clusively to the progress of the Birmingham Roller pigeon.

The magazine is printed on good quality enamel paper,
with many excellent iHustrations, featuring interviews with
various Roller breeders. The magazine was stalied with the
January-FebruaTy issue and the second issue was the May
June issue. Size 8lh x 11 inches. Subscription is $15 per year.
Single copies $2.75 per copy.
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Open House At Hummel's Loft
An open house will be held at the Hummel residence near

Bonne Terre, Missouri, beginning Friday morning, July 29,
and 'lasting until four o'clock that afternoon, and then again on
Sunday alftemoon and continuing through Monday. The pigeon
loft is the largest in the world devoted strictly to the breeding
of Saxon Color Pigeons and there are some twelve breeds in
all colors and markings with a total of some 1500 pigeons, which
includes some 1,000 Swallow pigeons. A new loft 60 feet in
length has been added since the Pigeon Fanciers Conference
last year.

The Hummel residence is located on Highway 67 ooe mile
(first road) after St. Francois State Park (approximately 20
miles south of the intersection of 55 and 67), second house
(brick) on 'the left, or three mUes north of Bonne Terre exit
(doubling back) second road (second house on right). Road
leading is black topped.

The purpose of the open house is for good fellowship aJld
the idea is not to sell birds. There are many good restaurants
and motels in the Vicinity aU extremely reasonably priced.
Everyone is welcome!

From the Editor's Desk
Ken Walling of Lincroft, N.J. has given us additional in

formation on the picture appearing on page 270 of our May
issue. He tells that Stan Plona's Jacobin friend is Jim Ecker
holding his Grand Champion Jacobin, Red Cock, No. 1207.

Ron Hampton, of Cahokia, Ill., writes: "I would like to
thank Bill Haudrich, Tanner Chrisler, Ivan Choi, and Joe
Sterkis for all the help I have received from them getting
started raising Kings. I don't think I would have made it
without their help."

Guenter Wenzel of Grant Park, m., writes from Hamilton,
Bermuda: "I am here judging a pigeon show. It is like heaven
on earth. Yes our feathered friends have found a most wonder
ful home here. The welcome and hospitality the people give you
here, can easily leave you speechless."

Dick Wagner of Forsyth, Montana, writes: "We sold our
business ann our business property and have retired. We will
be dividing our time between our home in Dragoon, Arizona,
and Montana and will be doing a lot of traveling. For the first
time since 1938, we have no pigeons. We plan to keep in touch
with our many friends in the hobby through the shows, etc.
Fanciers are always welcome at our Forsyth home in the
summer and at our Dragoon home in winter months. The
coffee pot is always on."

John D. Johnson of Park River, N.D., writes. "I have been
raising pigeons ever since I was 14 years old. I'm now 34,
that's 20 years. I had never heard of the Amerioan Pigeon
Journal or pigeon clubs until two years ago. That's 18 years
wJthout it. This shouldn"t happen to anyone. I always tell new
and old beginners about it. It's a fantastic Journal for all pi
geon raisers and breeders alike. I enjoy it tremendously, but I
would like to see some colored pictures in the Journal. If the
rates go up it would still be well worth it."

American Pigeon Journal
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FEATURING:
Prime Competition
Two Annual Meets:

- Young Bird Show
- Winter Show (all age)

Impressive Array of Trophies and Awards

Regular Bulletins:
- Informative Articles
- Breeder's Guide
- Show Reports

New Member Benefits:
- Packet of Materials with

"Fantail Standard" and
"Comparison and Study of
Fantail Points"

- MAFC Constitution, ,Button,
and Membership Card

MAFC - "The Progressive Fantail Club"
Membership Coast-to-Coast and Canada and Growing

Providing Progressive Leadership in the Fancy
Dedicated to Promoting the Fantail Fancy through

Encouragement of its Members in the Hobby
An Established, Friendly. Growing Club

Mid-America Fantail Club
President:

Darrel Rupp
Rt. 2, New London, Minn.• 56273

Publicity:

Don Huhr
Rt. 4, Box 120. Cresco, la., 52136

Vice President
Gary Swanson

Rt. 3. Box C.;25. Buffalo, Minn.• 55313

Publicity:

Steve May
391050. 16, Lincoln. Neb., 68502

:, :} ";~ .' -. , ' .'

'..

Secretary-Treasurer:

Rod Lysne
Ferryville, Wis., 54628
Phone: 608-734-3178

Correspondence a Pleasure
Dues: $4.00 per year; Juniors $2.00

Contact: Rod Lysne; Ferryville. Wis.• 54628
.....................................................................................................................................................................!
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Thank You Fantail Fanciers
By HARRY L. LITTLE, St. Louis, Mo.

Co-ordinating the July. i977 Fantail Special Issue of the
American Pigeon Journal has been a great source of satisfac
tion to me. The cooperation and the enthusla~m that you have
shown are the ingredients that spell success for any venture.
The exchange of correspondence with Fantail people around
the world, many of them people I have never known, has been
most rewarding. It makes one realize what a great hobby we
share!

We are presently in a period of unprecidented popularity
for the Fantail. The 1975-1976 season brou/lht us the 200th an
niversary of the United States and with it the Golden Anni- •
versary Show of the Central Fantail Club. the Ray D. La Fleur
Fantail Classic. A show of such magnitude and quality had
never been ~'een before in the history of the Fantail. But
we were not through! This year has seen the publication of
another Fantail Special. It has been an exciting period for the
Fantail fancier!

An effort has been made to add variety to this Fantail
Special. We think it has been successful. The final judgment
will be yours. It contains articles with views of the Fantail
and the Fantail Fancy that may differ from your own but this
reflects a healthy and progres'Sive hobby.

As you know, this is the third Fantail Special Issue of the
American Pigeon Journal. The first was in March of 1961. the
second in December of 1968 and no'w the third in July of 1977.
The first two were co-ordinated by the late Gerald F. Champ
of San Diego, Calif. It has been an honor for me to follow
in the footsteps of such a man, One who was truly dedicated
to the Fantail Fancy and a good friend. Because of all he has
done for the Fantail and the Fantail Fancy. I think It right
and proper to dedicate this, the July. 1977 Fantail Special
Iss~le of the American Pigeon Journal, to the memory of
Gerald F. Champ. one of great stature in the Fantail world.

Peter Ehli of Billings, Montana, writes: "I really have en
joyed the Journal over the years since 1959 and then before
that time it goes back a lot of years. I do enjoy reading about
the other breeds, but why, just why, don't we get more 00 our
Giant Runts? We do have many outstanding breeders in the
Giant Runts that should and could give the old and the new
breeders a lot of good pointers on the subject of breeding big
ger and better Runts."

Important Articles In This Issue
Editorial Section 386
The Cream Fantail - A Challenge To Breed

. By Rod Lysne . .
One Fancier's Fantail Loft

By Richard M. Drought .
Looking For The Fine Points When Judging

By Robert R. Kingkinger .
Characteristics of the Ideal Fantail

By Harry L. Little .
Important Points of a Fantail

By Eugene Altpeter .
Thoughts On Promoting The Fantail Pigeon

By Ron Schwartz .
Fantail Reflections Through The Years

By David Blackadder .
Ray D. LaFleur - An Example In Perseverance

By Rod Lysne . .
Fantail Pigeons In We~1 Germany

By Erich Mueller .
Will It Be Saddle or Fantail?

By John McClanahan .
Views On The Fantail Standard of Perfection
By R. H. Ostrander. R. T. McKee, Bud Hagan. H. L. Little 434
Neat and Easy To Build Fantail Lofts

By Harriman Reardon .
Standard of Perfection For Fantails

As Adopted by Centrai Fantail Club of America
"The New Ones" In Fantails

By William Diemel' .... ... 439
News From Australia. By Des Sanders 440
Questions and Answer~', By Dr. John T. Ervin 441
The Rare Ones - Bare Necked Tumblers. By H. P. Macklin 442
Turbit Topics. By E. L. Zicker......................... 442
Tumbler News and View~', By Johnnie Blaine 443
Beauty Homer Scene. By Sam Peavey. 444
News From Bele-ium. By Constantin Apostol 444
Pigeon Medications, By Clair Hetland ~......... 445
Chinese Owl Ohatter. By Frank Cahoy . 445
Muffed Tumbler News. By Ray Kirchen 446
The Modena World, By Rich Barker. . 446
.Tunior New~·. By Tom Rood 447
The World of Jacobins. Bv Harry Alexander .,. 448
Indian Fantail Views. By Tony Brancato ... 448
German Trumpeter Review. By Tony Brancato 449
Giant Homer News. Bv Paul Steiden 449
Dove Doings, By Art R. Modler 449
Bokhara Trumpeter News, By Al Grace 450
fIelmet Happenin,l(s. Bv Fred Smith 450
"Mis9 Lonesome" - The Story of a Fantail

By'·Bud Hagan .
Systems Approach To Fantail Fanciers

By Dr. Samuel Zentman .
Racing Homers .., .
My Experience With Fantails

By Tom Pritchett _ 456
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Our Fantail Special
We are pleased to present to our readers the big Fantail

Special - the dargest Special issue ever published. Fantail
breeders completely surprised us with their liberal support
in the form of advertising, articles and pictures, making it
possible to publish an issue of 132 pages - twice the size of
our regular 68-page issue.

We were surprised and pleased with this generous c0
operation, and we congratulate the Pantail breeders on the
excellent maJterial submitted for this issue. The oredit for this
big issue goes to Harry L. Little, our Co-ordinator, who spent
many hours work and much expense in writing letters to
Fantail breeders everywhere. The Fantail Fancy really ap
preciates his splendid work in helping to make this issue an
outstanding achievement for FanrtaJls.

We sincerely regret that even though we added many addi
tional pages in this issue, we were not able to print aN of the
many fine articles received, especially the various axticles
about the history, growth and development of the various Fan
tail clubs. These articles will appear in later issues. Likewise,
many other articles as weH as club news had to be held over
for our August issue.

Again, thanks to everyone who helped to make this issue
such a big success.

Am. Pigeon Fanciers Council July 29-31
A most interesting program has been arranged for the

8th Annual Convention of the American Pigeon Fanciers Coun
cil to be held in St. Louis, Mo., F<riday evening, July 29 till
Sunday noon, July 31.

A total of 15 speakers will participate in the pigeon semi
nar. A wealth of information will be presented, each speaker
being well versed in his subject. The question and answer
period following each talk will be most beneficial.

The list of speakers and full information appears in Tanner
Chrisler's anticle on page 498 ,of this issue. To this must be
added the name of Clair Hetland of Minnesota who will discuss
"Pigeon Medications."

Ralston Purina Co. will host the dinner on Saturday evening
for the pigeon fanciers and their wives. It will be held at the
Kings Inn, next door east of Ramada Itm. A recent fire
damaged part of the coffee shop and meeting room of Ramada
Inn and therefore the various sessions will be held at Kings
Inn. However, special Pates for rooms still prevail at Ramada
Inn.

So plan your vacation trip accordingly. See you in St. Louis.

World Roller Happenings
Weare in a receipt of the first two copies of World Roller

Happenings, published bi-monthly by Joseph D. LaFauci and
John C. Phillips of Redwood City, Calif. It is devoted ex
clusively to the progress of the Birmingham Roller pigeon.

The magazine is printed on good quality enamel paper,
with many excellent illustrations, featuring interviews with
various Roller breeders. The magazine was started with the
January-Februa'ry issue and the second issue was the May
June issue. Size 81h x 11 inches. Subscription is $15 per year.
Single copies $2.75 per copy.
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Open House At Hummel's Loft
An open house will be held at the Hwnmel residence near

BOJU1e Terre, Missouri, beginning Friday morning, July 29,
and lasting until four o'clock that aftemoon, and then again on
Sunday afternoon and continuing through Monday. The pigeon
loft is the Jargest In the world devoted striotly to the breeding
of Saxon Color Pigeons and there are some twelve breeds in
all colors and markings with a total of some 1500 pigeons, which
includes some ,1,000 Swallow pigeons. A new loft 60 feet in
length has been added since the Pigeon Fanciers Conference
last year.

The Hummel residence is located on Highway 67 one mile
(first road) after St. Francois State Park (approximately 20
miles south of the intersection of 55 -and 67). second house
(brick) on -the Jeft, or three miles north of Bonne Terre exit
(doubling back) second road (second house on right). Road
leading is black topped.

The purpose of the open house is for good fellowship and
the idea is not to sell birds. There are many good restaurants
and motels in the Vicinity all extremely reasonably priced.
Everyone is welcome!

From the Editor's Desk
Ken Walling of Lincroft, N.J. has given us additional in

formation on the picture appearing on page 270 of our May
issue. He tells that Stan Plona's Jacobin friend is Jim Ecker
holding his Grand Champion Jacobin, Red Cock, No. 1207.

Ron Hampton, of Cahokia, Ill., writes: "I would like to
thank Bill Haudrich, Tanner Chrisler, Ivan Choi, and Joe
Sterkis for all the help I have received from them getting
started raising Kings. I don't think I would have made it
without their help."

Guenter Wenzel of Grant Park, Ill., writes from Hamilton,
Bermuda: "I am here judging a pigeon show. It is like heaven
on earth. Yes our feathered friends have found a most wonder
ful home here. The welcome and hospitality the people give you
here, can easily Jeave you speechless."

Dick Wagner of Forsyth, Montana, writes: "We sold our
business and our business property and have retired. We will
be dividing our time between our home in Dragoon, Arizona,
and Montana and will be doing a lot of travE!ling. For the first
time since 1938, we have no pigeons. We plan to keep in touch
with our many friends in the hobby through the shows, etc.
Fanciers are always welcome at our Forsyth home in the
swnmer and at our Dragoon home in winter months. The
coffee pot is always on."

John D. Johnson of Park River, N.D., writes. "I have been
raising pigeons ever since I was 14 years old. I'm now 34,
that's 20 years. I had never heard of the American Pigeon
Journal or pigeon cluOO until two years ago. That's 18 years
without it. This shouldn't happen to anyone. I al'l'iays tell new
and old begllmers about it. It's a fantastic Journal for all pi
geon raisers and breeders alike. I enjoy !t tremendously, but I
would like to see some colored pictures in the Journal. If the
rates go up it would still be well worth it...,

JV.aericall'l Pigeon Journal
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Western Canadian Fantail Club
Presidenl- Egon Thiel

Secretary-Treasurer - Casey Vandermeer
Bulletin Editor - Treyor Oode

B.O. Director - Tom Young
Alberla Director - John Taupert

Manitoba Director - George Anderson

Compliments of
Joe Blakemore

6707 Bow Cres<:ent,

Calgary, Alberta

John Taupert
61 oSpencer Street,

Medicine Hat, Alberta

Harold Junek
Swan Hills,

Alberta

George Anderson
748 St. Anne's Rd. S.S. 5.
. Winnipeg, Manitoba.

R2M-4A3

Egon Thiel
Site 22, Rt. 2, Box 16,

Sherwood Park, Alberta

Treyor Code
14 Millikin Road.

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Oasey Vandermeer
Box 19, Rt.4,

Sherwood Park,
Alberta, T8A-3K4

V,iclor Payjack
4890 Henderson Hiway,
Box 6, Group 342, Rt.3,

Mo·ral, Manitoba

Bob' Vincenl
9701-87 lAve.,

Grande Prairie, Alberta

Peler Pauls
Oakbank,

Manitoba. ROE-IJO

Daye Loewen
227 Strood,

Winnipeg, Manitoba,
R2G-IA6

Fred Schneider
677 Church Ave.,

Winnipeg. Manitoba,
R2W-IEI
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4968

Harry and Betty Little
4968

505

4533 Ringer Road~

St. Louis,
Missouri
63129

Whites - Blacks
Tail Marks
Lavenders

................................................_ ..

...................................................................................................................................................................~

FANTAILS
Saddles: (all colors); Tallmarks; Bodymarks

Solids: White; Black; Blue-Silve....Powder Blue; Grizzle
Rares: Cream; Almond; Andaluslan; Powder Red and Black

(A special "thank you" to Harry Little for co~ordinating this APJ Special).

Raising 
Showing 
Enjoying--

F
A
N
T
A
I
L

Best Black Saddle at Best Young TM Hen CFC; 5 Times Best Yellow Saddle at S
MAFC and CFC - No. 61 No. 169 MAFC-CF,C; No. 360

"For God 50 loved the World, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth on Him should not perish, but have Everlasting Life." John 3:16

Rod Lysne
Ferryville, Wis., 54628 - P·hone: 608-734-3178

_ au•••••••!I••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••" II' 1I ·•••~.~·•••; •••••••••••1
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Cock 642 Hen 7244
Best Old Best Young

Champion White Reserve White
Canadian Fantail Club Show Jan. 1976

-
Blue Tailmarks Cock 1600 - Hen 1610
Two of my best Youngsters From 1976
At or Near the Top Whenever Shown

Robbi's Roost

Home Of Canada's Best
Tailmarks - Winners Whenever Shown

Jerry - Tailmarks In

Blue, Black ,Bronze, Lavender, Red

Betty Robitaille - Whites

Jerry and Betty Robitaille
625 Grand Marais West,

Windsor, Ontario, Canada, N9E-1 88

Visitors IAlways Welcome

.............................................................................._ ••••••••••••••••••••11••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••_ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~
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'76-923 Ch. Blk. GLFC, Louisville

Breeders and
Exhibitors of

Richland. Michigan

Whites - Blacks
Blues, ,"_:~" _.

'75-930 Ch. Blue CFC, Madison

l···..·..·····..····..·.··· ·· ·· ·..··..··..··· ·..· ~

Good Luck To Allin The Fancy j
Jack and Bill Gray

,~
/~;.':i~-·

(;""
r'
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Other Breeds: Indian IFantails,
Flying Tipplers and
Pheasant Pigeons

Tip-In-Iail Loft
Quality Red Fantails since '64
Five Times Champ Red at Fantail Meets

Also Almonds and various genetic
projects including milky recessive

reds (Pinks)

Tim and Lynn Kvidera
13610 Johnson St. NE,
Anoka, Minn., 55303
Phone: 612-755-7983

!:.~···T~·A~:~;~~~:~:·d;;;···"
,From.

Big Daddy

Chet Bailey
Omaha, Neb.

1! ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••!

Member:

502 Candler,
Houston, Texas, 77037

Quality Birds From
Excellent Bloodlines

Michael Warzon

Canadian Fantail Club

Michael M. Boyd

r······································..············..

Fantails
and Jacobins

......................................................,.

................................................... )

Fantails

Rt. 4, Box 68,
Mankato, Minn., 56001

Occasionally a few birds for sale to
early orders.

Bred For Quality

While, Powdered Blue, Blue
Joe and Donna Schabert

Schroeder Lofts
Quality Fantails

White - Powder Blue
Blue - Grizzle

Band No. 38
Grand Champion Fantail

MAFC 1973

••••~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ ••••••••••• I'I • ........................................................ "

• a ..
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Arnold and Vickie Schroeder ~~>n" Central Fantail Club
Route 2, Box 156, "'2-1i G~~·nd-ch;;plo~-'-

Wel.ls, Minn., 56097 MFC·CFC 1976 National Fantail Club
\01•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••\ ~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Band No. 52-75
- '''i

Band No. 132-74
Bred By Doug Boyce
Owned By Mel Kirk

Show Type Fantails In
Blue, Powder Blue, While

Visitors Welcome

Jo and Mel Kirk
I 18 Normandy Dr., Lufkin, Texas, 7590 I

Band No. 238-71

~••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 .
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Fantail Valley Farms
Several Champions At National Shows

William I. Diemer
12394 Si1ver Lake Road, Brighton, Mich., 48116; 313-437-0963

Visitors Welcome

Whites
B'lacks
Powder Blues
Blues
Silvers
Reds
Yellows Champion Silver and Reserve Champion

National Young Bird Show 1976

Saddles in Black, Red, Yellow. Blue, and AOC

Grizzles in Blacks, Blues. Reds, and Tortoiseshell

Andalusians
Almonds

Bodymarks
Tailmarks
Checkers
Splashes

Duns
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FANTAILS

With Excellent Show Records In Strong Competition

Whites - Blacks
Carefully Line Bred, All Tracing Back To Havemeyer Whites

Argall Blacks Originally From Dettmer

Ernest A. Graupner - Christopher T. Graupner
Pond Brook Farm, Rt. 3, Newtown, Conn., 06470.':."' ..

...................................................................................................................................................................••.0;

The Finest Quality

Saddle Fantails
Bred To The Standard

Black
Dun
Blue

Powder Blue
_ Red

Yellow
Powder Red Bar

Powder Yellow Bar

Working On:
Silver
Mealy
Cream
Brown

Lavender
Almond
Indigo

Reduced
Laced
Grizzle
And???

Bill Sheldeton
Rt. 3, New Hampton, Iowa, 50659

' ••••• 11........................................................................................................••aJ•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~ ••••_•••••••••••••.•&~
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FANTAILS
Tail Marks In Red, Yellow, Blue, Dun, Black, Silver

Body Marks In Red, Black, Blue
Introducing The New St. Louis Arch Crested Fantail

The Fantail Special gives me a wonderful opportunity to let the Pigeon Fancy know about the new breed of
pigeon I have been working on for many years. I started with what I thought were two of the most beautiful birds
there were and combined the two - the Jacobin hood put on the Indian Fantail. After over ten years you •
would never believe the beautiful birds I am now getting.

I am hoping to be able to display some at the show this fall. I believe the beauty of this new Fantail will
catch on fast and go on to be the most popular Fantail of all· - the new St. Louis Arch Crested -Fantail.

'f!,.;' !a,;'~
~~;:-;~~t.:fl!r: T'
~~~'~'~~'"7jI!'"' :' • ;;.. c- ...
~ ~ .. -,,- , \-:~.

Blue Marble ""ArCh- Marked

Parlor RoHers and Indian Fantail~
Breeding Most Popular Colors

Erv. Beyrau
Pioneer Pigeon Ranch

Rt. 2, Box 167, O'Fallon, Mo., 63366 - Phone: 327-8731

Mottled

o.a: 11 ••••••••••••••• 1•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• !' •.••.
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Blue and Silver
Fantails

In Appreciation To

The Central Fantail Club
And

The Mid America Fantail Club
Young Silver Hen No. 315-75 Champion

Young Bird of Show - Dec. 1975
MAFC at Des Moines, Iowa

Bill and t~arge O'Dell
138 So. Webster St.,

OUumwa, Iowa, 5250 I
Phone: 515-682-3983

···········
·····..···i ola Blue Hen No. 297-73 Re-serve Champio'n
: and Best Old of Show - MAFC at =
i LaCrosse, Wis., Dec. 1976 t
..:s:a._ I1••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1:1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• n ..
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Best Wishes From '" '
Australia For A
Great Fantail

Special

David Littman
34 Douglas St., Greenslopes, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia

Phone: 3914566

Breeder Of White Fantails
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Modern Show Fantails
"Internationally Known Qualily"

Robert B. Stephens
61 Ninlh Street,

Toronlo, Ont., Canada, M8V·3E2
II! '.

~

In Addition To My Fanlails, IHave Select Small Studs Of:
5·

African Owls - Oriental Frills -Turbifs - Modenas I
~
!........................................................................................................................................~ .
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The National Fantail Club of Canada
(Established 1973)

Every ·FantailFancier should be a member of

The National Fantail Club of Canada

Trophies and Rosettes are issued at the CN E, Royal Winter Fair
and NFC Annual Show.

Show Reports and IBulletins are sent to members.

The Breeders Achievement Award is being introduced in 1977.

Dues:
Seniors $3 - Juniors $1

Two Senior Members of One Family $5

Pres.: Ross Cheesman Vice-Pres.: Paul Polly

Sec.-Treas.: Bob Pommer

.~

, ':ir:¥:.:,.
. . .

1976 NFC Champion Fantail
Young Black Hen 1753

Larry LaDouceur

Directors: George Cheesman, Stan Hockett, Robert Bennett, Jan Koops
BuUetin Directors: Jan Koops, Fred Koops

Publicity Director: Fred Koops
Contact: Sec.-T'reas., Bob Pommer, .Box 941, Stayner, Ont., LOM-1S0

~ ••'•• IIIC•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• c " •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.

roa ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••" ..

:

! The Sherwood tofts
Rig 2Site 22, Box 16, Sherwood Park, Alberla, Canada

Bred and owned by Egon Thiel

Fantails

1976 WCFC Grand Champion
and Best Young

Bred and owned by Egon Thiel

White, Silver, Bille, Powder Silver, Black
..............................................................................................................................................................
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"John"
Champion Young White

Champion White
Champion Yg Fantail

PFC 1973
Tom Pritchett
2709 E. Oyprus,

Enid, Okla., 7370 I
Phone: 405·237·5077

L_"-,,v_~· _

"Penelope"
Champion Old White
PFC 1973; Champion

Yearling White
OFC 1974;

Best Old, Best White,
EFC 1975;

Grand Champion

..'.'.
•.·.1·:: Vi~j:~:Sa~w::;p:;I;:~e ..unl....ther.

'~ugar" 0 I IF' I -I 01 b Reserve Champion
• 1st Yearling Hen en ra an 81 U White, OF;C 5th Dist.
i CFC 1977 Nov. 1976, ,
~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••SI ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••a\

······_·······························whlte..·Fa·i1fails··ExCluSiVely···········································l

I maintain a small stud of qttality White Fantails that are ' ~.!.
mated and managed to reproduce Fantails nearer the ideal. I
strive to pi-ace my Fantails in the toughest of competition before
the most discriminating judges .from coast to coast and Canada
to Texas. My entry has been to nearly every major Fantail Club
Meet in the United States.

~ IC •••••••••••••••••••~ •••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• a;

FANTAILS
Breeders - Exhibitors - Winners

'Blue Cock 5107-'73 Black Hen 436-'74 Powder Blue Cock 53-'76

Grand Champion ,East Fantail Club
Judge Frank Tibaldi

~ ...
I. ~ .' .•

.. - ...;......,;-. - - '>"~ ... _. • • ._ .

Grand Champion Northeast Fantail Reserve Grand Champion Northeast
Club. Judges Doyle and Ostrander Fantail Club. Judges Ostrander,

Tlbaldl, and Kingklnger

'.'.
:~
'. ~ .

i

Jim Mitchell
Box 197, Chesapeake City, Md., 21915

F. Riefsnyder
421 Green TelTace, Reading, Pa., 19601
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107 Mercer Street, Guelph. Ontario. Canada. N1H-2E9
"One of Canada's Leading Fantail Lofts"

Front section - Whole page
One-half page
One-fourth

Back section - Whole page
One Half
One Fourth

.......................................................................................................................................................................'

"Nest Egg Loft"
Jerry Macerollo

Breeder and :Exhibitor
Modern Show Type Fantails - Exclusively

Specializing In The Following Colours:

-Black-
-Blue-
-Silver-
-Red-

s·············;....... _ ~

..,..... 1: .

~:::. Have you thought about the National Young -Bird Show this October? Well, we've been giving it a lot of •
thought, and we feel that it's time for us to get on the ball, so let's get it rolling I We will have our fine pre-

• mium book with advertising again this year. The rates are as follows:· $40.00
$25.00
$15.00
$35.00
$20.00
$12.00

One Eighth $ 6.00
The inside front cover and second page is $50.00 each.

(-This will be on a first come, first serve basis.)

All print is standard print, unless furnIshed.
Pictures and logos are $5.00 extra.
All information for the premium book must be received by the show secretary by August 15th, 1977.
If you have any questions or wish further information please contact:

Show Secretary

Rita Mi Courtney
P.O. Box 21. Milton. Ky.• 40045

lI· R ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••J
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I

1961

Did You Say

Fantails~

My Daddy-

Reed W. Kinzer
2556 Creek Hill Road,
Lancaster. Pa•• 1760 I

Raises Fantails In:
Powdered Silver
Blue
White and
Yellow Saddles

and Jacobins in White
P.S. Mommy Raises

Show-Type White Kings

;;J.~, -Bob Vincent

9701 87 Ave.,

Grande Prairie,

Alberta
···:.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••'!

.' ,..

Many Thanks

...........................- "

..............................................." ..
Phi loa·. South Jersey Pigeon Ass'n

1977 Show Dates
September 18, 1977

Annual Young Bird Show
November 18,19,20, 1977

Annual Fall Show
Specialty Clubs Invited

Generous Pa.ybacks
For Information Write:
ROBERT HARTMAN
330 Willow Grove st.,

Hackettstown, N.J., 07840
Phone: 201-852·0673

LES HEISSERMAN
211 Stokes Ave.,

Mt. Holly, N.J .• 08060
Phone: 609-267·4604

A and A Lofts
Need Room, 1977 Old Eng. Game Spangle

Bantams. Deep purple, mahogany hackle,
sickle, feathers. 1977 Doves, pieds ana
fawns. 1977 Rollers that fly and spin. Also
breeders. Only the best bred and fed. Can
now spare top show quality bloodlines In
Norwich Croppers. Pomeranian Pouters.
Brunner Pouters. Bohemian Pouters. Act
at once. I have stamps. Phone: 616·944-1316.
Birds will be as described.
2579 Hlllandale Rd., Sodus. Mich., 49126

..············, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••1

To Guelph and Harley,

Ontario, Canada,

Fantail Fanciers.

COX and Diemer ~::.
Qualified Fanciers r

· .'~•••_ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••*

My Daddy-

Reed W. Kinzer
2556 Creek Hill Road.
Lancaster, Pa., 1760 I

Raises Fantails In:
Powdered Blue
Blue
White and
Black

and Jacobins in White
P.S. Mother Raises

Vegetables

1911

Did You Say

Fantails~
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Inverted

"v" Perch
The most

popular Perch
sold. Design Is
ideal for easy
cleaning and
keeps your

birds cleaner.
Postpaid

12-$14.75
24-$25.00

Gagne Bros.
Dept. P, 2883 Woodland Circle,

Allison Park, Pa., 15101
f'••••••••••••••~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••!.

j
Al •••••••............................................................

GREETUfGS FROM CEN'tRAL FLORIDA :;

BREEDERS

Bonnie Ferron
Rt 8 Box 417E 14418 Daring Ave.

Fred Chesser
140~ParkLake St

OUR A PPRECIATION TO
Doug Boyce

and Sarasota,Fla.
Guy Lambert
Lady Lake. Fla.

FOR GETTING US STARTED
IN

FANTAILS

Kankakee Fairground.
Kankakee, III.

22nd Annual Show
Sat., Nov. 12, 1977

.' ,
!

i
0 11:

r·····..· ·· · · ···· ··..·· ··..··..· ·· ·..· ..
Swanson's Fantails

While, Blue and Black

:;.a ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ..-

....._................................•.............'

Fantails

"Best in the West"
Black and White

Randy's Loft
Qualny Fantails In:
Powder Blue Saddles,

Blue. Black,
Powder Blue, Others

Visitors Welcome!

Many Champions and Show Class
Winners in tough leading

Western Shows.

Dennis Soares.
3979 Wakefield, Chino, Callf., 91710

Route 3,
Waukon, Iowa, 52172
Phone: 319-568-3784

Randy Haugsled

...........................................................................................................~

Gary D. Swanson
Route 3, Box C-25,

Buffalo. Minn., 553 13

I"~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••".

...............................................................................................................,.

"1••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••':1

Will County Fairground.
Peotone, III.

We welcome meet.
Contact:

Great Lake Pigeon Asrn
W. Schmeckpeper
532 W. 235th St.
Steger, III., 60475

YOllng Bird Show
Sunday, Aug. 7,1977

Plan To Attend The
Rutgers lOth Pigeon

Disease & Management
Conference

Saturday, Dec. 1Dlh
Nine previous proceedings avail

able at $3 each. Make checks pay
able to Rutgers University. Send to:

PIGEON CONFERENCE
Administration Building

Cook College
New Brunswick, N.J., 08903

Central Oriental Frill Club

HENRY SCHMAHL, Sec.-Treu.
Rout. 6. Mansfield, Ohio. 44903

Join CENTRAL and place yourself right
in the middle of dll ectlvlties associated
with breeding and exhibiting those spark·
ling "Gems of the Orient". Write to:

I
I.....................................................,

~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• a ••••••••••••••••••••••••••_ ...
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Quality Fantails

,. "

FULLY AUTOMATIC Including egg
turning. Humidity and heat regulated.

For Quail. Pheasant, Chicken, Duck
and olher eggs, COMPLETE BIRD

EQUIPMENT CATALOG, Feeders and
fountains. Bird and poullry books.

Hatching eggs.

Write MARSH FARMS
14250 BROOKHURST ST.

GARDEN GROVE, CALIF. 92643

Hatching aggs can ba Fun
for the anllra Family with

Marsh fully automatic, see·
through Incubators, Educallonal

too - see how birds are born.

After many years we are now out
of Enheptin 15 mgm. tablets. En
heptin is no longer on the market.

Mr. Foy has developed a new
Canker tablet. This tablet contains
30 mgm. of Emtryl. It was found by
Dr. Staber in his research on Can
ker in pigeons that a single dose of
Emtryl would cure Canker. Our
Canker tablets have directions for
a one time dose.

Due to inflation in the past 20
years since we first had Enheptln
tablets made we are forced to sell
Emtryl 30 mgm. tablets at $4.95
for a bottle of 50 tablets or 10 bot
tles for $35.00.

Emtryl is safer and more effec
tive than Enheptin. I myself have
felt that some sick birds in my loft
died because they were too sick
from Canker or whatever disease
they had at the same time that
could not tolerate the Enheptin.

Foy's Pigeon Supplies
Dept. PJ, Box 27166,

Golden Valley, Minn., 55427

' .

Announcing

...................................................~
Member:

Central Fantail Club
Mid-America Fantail Club

In
Blue - Silver - White
Black - Powdered Blue

Top Quality Fantails

,-'

Blue Hen 76-648
Champion Blue Fantail

Central Fantail Club

............................................................................................................

Almond and Andalusian Fantails

4601 Cupid Drive, EI Paso, Texas, 79924

Bred and Ei1hibited By

Gordon W. Larson

Exclusively

Strains: - Lysne, LaFleur, Buhr, Kvidera and Stevens.

"' .:
~ .· .· .· .

!

John R. Stevens' Lofts
29135 Cliffside Drive, Pt. Dume, Malibu, Calif., 90265, U.S.A.

Member: - Mid-America Fantail Club, Almond Fantail Society,
Los Angeles Pigeon Club, National' Pigeon Association, and

American Pigeon Club.
..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

~•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• r.

Fantails
Red, Yellow. Black. Black Reduced. Dun

, ~~

My Life With
Birmingham Rollers

By Carl Mannino
"The finest book ever written

about Rollers"
$7.50 per copy. Write to:

Louis Scafuri, Sec.
National Ideal Roller Club

401 Island Road,
Ramsey, N.J., 07446, _ .

Lavern and Regina Devries
Box 161, Titonka, Iowa, 50480

Members: MAFC, CFC, .

International
Bokhara

Trumpeter Club
The lilaborate anI

.--- elegance of Pigeon'
Due. $5; Jrs. $I
Leroy 'J. Radley.

Sec.-Trea••
4953 Dudley.

Dearborn HUh.•
Mich., 48125
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1·······················..····························· '"

An Ornlthopter? A toy bird that flies?
Really flies without batteries, strings, or at
tachments of any kind? Yes, there is such a
thing! A real flying toy bird that flaps its
wings and flies - yes actually flies and sounds
very much like a Pheasant taking off in a
field. Adults, as well as children, are amused
and enthralled by its performance. See it soar
and dip. Marvel at how it hovers in mid-air
and returns. Understand the Laws of Aero·
dynamics as demonstrated by the bird's flight.

Only $4.95
J. VOLK EN,TERPRISES

1240 Greenleaf St., Allentown, Pa., 1t102

Home of the I·ce Colored Fantails!

Bob McKee, Vanderbilt, Pa.

A Young Club Dedicated To The Breeding and Exhibition Of The

Saddle Fantail Pigeon
District Meets - Monthly Bulletins - Annual Shows

Charter Officers:
President: Secretary-Treasurer

Floyd Dirth Ron Schwartz
12116 Wilson Ave., 7038 E Compton Blvd••

Lynwood, ·Callf.• 90262 Paramount, Calif., 90723
Publicity Director: Leonard Papito

8423 E L'8rkdale, San Gabriel, Calif., 91715
Write Ron Schwartz for a courtesy bulletin plus the name and address

of the District Director in your area.
Dues are $5.00 per year payable on March 1st of each year.

Junior Dues are $3.00 per year•

Estate Lofts

cgeaul~ Queell O~ lhe <JallC~

The Ornithopfer Toy ~4.9S

To all those Fantail Men who ha,ve contributed to this ,Fancy; both
past and present. young and old. You have made it great today and even
greater tomorrow. - Bob McKee, Pub. EFC.

~ _ ,;.

:\ ..

.., ..

. 'J. . . ~ ~., ~. ,_ ~ .J

."' ""

ATTENTION ALL
FRILL BREEDERS
Join the Progressive

American Oriental Frill
Club promoting "The
Flowers of the Pigeon
Fancy." Quarterly bul
letins. Write
HUBERT RIETH, Sec.

8708 4th Ave.,
North Bergen, N.J., 07047

The Natiol1'al Roller Club is dedI
cated to preservinlJ the Flying and
Performing qualities of the Bir
mingham Roller, which also wel
comes showing, courtesy, and
friendship.

Senior Membership $5
Junior Membership $2.50

(up to 18 years)

Louis Scafuri, Sec.
401 Island Road,

Ramsey, N.J., 07446

EASTERN TUMB'LER CLUB
Promoting

':~n Leg and Muff Long Face Tumblers
Also English Shortfaces

Good Fellowship - Club BulletIns
Annual Dues $7 "Try Us, You'll Like ·Us"

GENE PARDINI, Secretary
:-.t Locust Avenue, Bohemia, N.Y., 11716

r··pj·GE·ji"N····suPPLIES····,
• We Pay All Postage. Order From
: This Ad. No Catalog Available.
: Breeding Record Cards 25 _. $1.75
: Wood Nest Eggs 6 $2.25; 12 $3.25
: Paper Nest Bowls 25 _ - H'OO
: 50 $5.75 100 .75
: Loft/Show Coats. Send coat size $ 5.00
; Pedigree Blanks 10 $1.25; 25 $2.50
: Old Dutch No Light Pills 50 $1.50

~ u::aP'o~;~~r ffrlb~y.e....~~I~.~ ..~ O'z.: lU~
i Emtryl for Canker 6 oz $8.50
: Bands
: Include Size, Breed, etc.
: MUS" Seamless Sold out for 1977.
: Spiral Bands 50 $1.25; 100 $2.00
: Mat;ng Bands 25 _ $2.75
: _.25 pro $4.50 50 pro $8.00
: Speeial Address Bands (Write for Prices)
: Nest Markers 25 $2.00
: Special Seamless Bands
: (Write for Prices)
i Mail Orders with Full Payment to
i DICK HESSE & SONS
i 125 N. Woodlawn Ave.,
i Kirkwood, Mo., 63122
..-.:. .
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Altpeter Strain
Consistent Winners

Since 1926

Eugene T. Altpeter

" - ,..
• 0o 0

i Fantails of i

Distinction
Whites - Blacks

O··o·:
!:
i: "Pride ':N Joy"

':~::::::"': Grand Champion CFC- 1976 Anniversary Show
Champion BlackOFC Jan. 1977

3160 Fiebrantz Dr., Brookfield, Wis., 53005
'A•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••• ., •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• lI::

~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••'4

National Frellch
Mondain Association

"The United Club"
Organized for Unity and Fellowship

In B~ing and Showing Our
French Mondalns
Bulletins. Dues $5

NERRY COM'EAUX, Pres.
Lafayette. La.

C. B. LaBORDE, Vice-Pres.
Vidor. Texas

DAN DAVIS, Sec.-Treas.
3950 Howard St.,

Beaumont, Texas, 77705....................................................."
i·················································~.

:iI••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• j

x-eEL

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~••••••• Io ....

NATIONAL

Modena Club

Feather Kleen Bath Salts

7 DISTRICT MEETS
Annlla~ Fall Meet

Annual Young Bird Meet
Annual Meet (National)

Monthly bulletins. Color Photo Book
$4.50, 14 8'12 x 11 colored prints. Specials
awarded at a/l shows. Individual Mem
bership $5. Husband and Wife Member
ship $7.50.
Mrs. Doris M. Weber, Sec.-Treas.

Route 4, Watertown. Wis.. 53094
America's Foremost Specialty Club
"Supporting the Bird of Curves"

DON'T DELAY - JOIN TODAY
••11 .

The

Modern Modena Pigeon
Revised 1972

Paper bound. Chapters on breed
history, showing, breeding hints,
color matlngs,' and complete Mo
dena Smndards. 95 pages. The most
complete book of its kind ever
offered. Price $6 per copy.

JAMES R. LAIRMORE
2387 Flanders Street,
Orange, Calif., 92665

"Makes 'em Sparkle"
Helps eliminate lice and mites. promotes

healthy silky feathers. 1 lb. lar. $2.50 plus
postage (2 lb. wt.)

CHAS. SIEGEL & SON
1011 E. Middle St., South Elgin. III.. 60177

I
Re~uJ':r~.~.~..~.~~~~.~:.~.".~.~.r ...~~.~.~~ fI"S!
An 'ulotic (Pen·Strep) _ _ p.'S

~ree X-CEL In, formation sheet end I'
Complete Supply LIst.

WKt Coast Pigeon Supply I
44S Mere Ave., Venlure. Cellf.. 9'003

.................." ...

....... ··-r

OC 1787-'74

White- Blue

Breeder - Exhibitor

,Wm. A. Warner:
8648 NCR 29, Rt. 3,

Bellevue, Ohio, 4481 I
Phone: 419-483-5865

YC 796-'76

Powdered Blue - White - Red and Black Saddles

~...........•..........................~ -:
o •
o •

• 0
• 0
• 0
• 0
• 0
• 0

~, Fantails r

Dick Ury
7012 SW 11th SI., Des Moines, Iowa, 50315

&Ji•••••••••••••••••••~•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'S•••••••••••••••••••••• !8 -.-.t

BreedeT' and exhibitor of one of Americas finest strain of Blues. Blues
sold or bred from this bloodline have won champion Blue at EFC, OFC,
and six straight years at GLFC meets. Also quality:
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Grand Champion 1976 Eastern
Fantail Club Young ,Bird Show

Member of Eastern Fantail Club,
National Saddle Fantail Club,

Great Lakes Fantail Club

'c;HllMPI()~ FANTAILS
Specializing in Blues,

Grizzles, Red and Yellow
Saddles

Hide-A-Way Loft
29 S. Mill St.,

Oleona, Pa., 17042

Killer's
36th Annual All Breed
Phoenix Pigeon Show

Dec. 1·2·3·4, 1911
Meets:

6th Dist. National Modena

Chinese Owl Fanciers of Ariz.

Valley of Sun Roller Club

Plan To Attend The

~...................................................... . ., _ ....

., ""

" :'

t·············································..······· ..

Tailmarks in Red, Yellow,

Black, White
Red Saddle Hen No. 709

In the past 10 ye-ars I have shown at ,Central Fantail Club Annual
Meets 8 times and have won Champion Young Saddle 7 of the 8 times
and Champion Saddle 4 of the past 5 years I have shown ~here.

No New Saddle orders taken until September ~978.

Jerry Vandeberg
533 Gately Terrace, Madison, Wis., 5371 1

Phone: 608-233-3021

Promoting Fantails In The
"'_.__ .•.."-.- ....-.~ -~-.- - -- ._-. - -- .........-'_.......--._"' ..---; -,-_.'-- ---"'....

Heart Of Dixie
Breeders and Exhibitors Of

Blue, White, Silver, Powdered Blale Fantails
J and J Lofts

Atop Lookout Mountain

Jim & Elaine IErvin John & Judy Williams
Route 1, Box 112, Route 4, Box 64A,

-Fort Payne, Ala., 35967 Fort Payne, Ala:, 35967
P·hone: 205-845-4412 Phone: 205-845-1877

:a•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.......................................................

, ..
·Rt~~~,~~.'~?\~';' -~ ". :.\' ,. FAN TAILS

~~'t,- ~ ...

'olifJ
r@~,

~J~' Saddles in Red, Yellow, Black
~,

Come Alo~g With Us
The Muff Tumbler Club of AmerIca

4
Ilues $5 lit YNr.

f4 thereafkr
Year Book and
Standa rd 'l.t5

RAY KIRCHEN. Sec:.

1335 So.•th st..
Manitowoc. Wis., 14m

Contact: Bob Karns

14616 N. 72 Drive,

Peoria, Ariz., 85345

Valley Pigeon Club
Lawn Show and Swapper's Day

August 28, 1977
Food and refreshments. Picnic area, park.

South Park, Oshkosh. Wis.
For Information Contact:'

Richard Walkush
Rt. 1, Box 440, Waupaca, Wis., 54981

CLARK'S PIGEON AND
POULTRY SUPPLY

624 Kansas Ave.,
Kansas City, Kans., 66105

Racing Homer Pedigree Blanks,
10-75c, 25-$1.00, 100-$5.00 - Cod
Liver Oil, % pint, $2.50 - liquid
Water Wormer for Round Worms,
% pint, $2.50 -Worm Tabs for
Round Worms, 100 tablets, $3.00
Antibiotic Tabs with Vitamins, res
piratory troubles, eye colds, etc.,
100 tabs $3.25, 2 or more $3.00 each.
- Dr. Selby's Mite and Louse
Spray, 12 oz. can sprays 100'. of
times, $3.50, 2 or more $3.00 each.
- Wheoat Germ or Cod Liver 011
Capsules, 100-$1.75, 250-$3.50, 500
$5.00 - Vitamins and Electroly'tes,
soluble nutrition supplement, % lb.
pkg. $2.85 - Warfarat with Prolln,
best rat and mouse killer, B~ lb.
pkg. $3.00.

All Prices Include Postage .
.............................2 ·

~ ,
I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
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·' ...........•.............................................................................................•
Modern Fantails

White, Black, Blue, Andalusian and
Black Saddles

Breeder and Exhibitor
Visitors Welcome

Bob and Vida Given
Sec.-Treas. of Central Fantail Club

2645 Hampshire Ave. South,
St. Louis Park, Minn.• 55426................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................~
J.M.J.L Lofts Proudly Present

Fantails Of Fine Quality
Colors Offered:

Black, Yellow, White, Blue, Powder Blue, Silver

Joe Itule
4026 N. 81 st St., Scottsdale, Ariz., 85251

Phone: 1-602-949-8053

Birds available In pairs and singles

,.•.•.......................................................................................................,
.............................................•....•............•...........................................:

D&MFantail Loft
Denver, Pa.

Whites, Blacks, Oheckers, Powdered Blues

Dick and Margarettorah
Rt. 3. Denver, Pa., 17517

·4 U ••••, ~••••••••••••••i
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-Yi1e-iimiii1Qhaml
Roller Pigeon, i

A comp..-henal-n book written Iry
the late Wm. H. PoMOM, a man In
tiM know and a fancier of RoD...

Thl. book hu 131 PltiM and h_7' llluatratlcn.. Among 101M of tfIe
topic. covered are how to train and
how to _led breed..... 6 x 9 paper
bound edition availAble at $I ,...

I
I copy. Write to: . j.

Mrs. Doris Pensom J
I 8140 Quartz Av.., I
I Canop Parte. c.lIf., 91106. U.A i. ........... --...._.. .u
"~ ~

Tri-K Pigeon and

Bantam Club
Dates For 1977

Swapper's Day Sept. 4

Fall All-Breed Show
Nov. 5

Held at Kankakee County
FaIrgrounds

Contact: John W. Turner
544 No. Union Ave.,
Kankakee, III., 60901

~·······- ....••...•·•••••"•••••..••.•••••••••••••••••l

I

I
I

Dedlcata411 to the development ana prog. i
re.. of the Blrmlnghem Rollar Pigeon :
I" ell It. ph..... sand for our Ceurt••y :
lullttln. Inclo•• 30c for po.tag.. :.

CHAIt.LIS A. ALBAUGH...c.•Tr..... :
2103 Cave. Road. OwIng. Mill•• Md..• 21117

..............~•••I! • ........,

American Komorner Tumbler Club

Good Fellowship - Clut
Bulletins. AKTC Bands lS(
each. Dues $5. Juniors $2.50.

DAVE ROSS, Sec.-Treas.

14602 Hiram Clarke Rd.•
Houston. Texas. 77045

American PlleonJ~
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i I
i The ~· .· .· .· .

I Cana~iE:::bli~:;~;~I_ Club !

Sponsoring an Annual Club Meet and aYoung ~ird Show
Many Specials Offered at Annual and Sponsored Sbows

Annual Dues: - Senior $5.00: Junior $2.00: F~mHy-$7.00
Your Dues Include: - Free Club Button; Show Reports; a Fantail Standard of Perfection; Membership

Lists; Show Reports; a Master Fantail Breeder Program; 'News Letters; and the Best Annual 'tearbook produced
by a Fantail Club. .

Jerry Macerollo, President,
107 Mercer Street,

Guelph, Ontario. N IH-2E9

John Taupert, Vice-President
610 Spencer Street S.E.,

Medicine Hat, Alberta, T IA-4P7

Robert B. Stephens, Sec.-Treas.
, 67 Ninth Street,

Toronto, Ontario, M8Y-21E3

Brian D. Poglle, Bulletin Editor
252 Stone Road West. Unit 38,

Guelph, Ontario, N IG-2V7

.".I
··-1

S
:

Tim Stocker
17 BalacJaya St. s.,

Amherstburg, Ont., N9V-2G5

Directors

James Martin
204 Hinck. Street,

Godarich, Ont., NTA-3C8

Jerry Robitaille
625 Grand Marais W.,

Windsor, Onto

Specials Oommit'tee: Elizabeth and Jerry Robitaille

Publici'ly Director: James Martin

Representatives : :

Western: John Taupert Central: Jerry Macerollo Eastern: Ron Rogerson

1977 Young Bird Show, Guelph, Ontario
October 22, 1977

1977 Annual Club Meet, Winnipeg, Manitoba
; December 2, 3 I 4, 1977
·· "New Members Always Welcome"· .
~..-:II .............................................................................................................•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••_ •••iI•••.~·-·
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i Jim and Cheryl Dale I.. :

~. Fantail Breeders and Future 'Exhibitors ~.=. ~.

Many Thanks To:'
Gordon Larson and Earl Clark

For Helping Us Start With:

Blues Powder Blues
Silvers Whites

Temporary Res. 'ermll Mailing Address ,.
(Will Be Forwarded).

2098 Thonig, 1420 N.Woodland,
Houston, Texas, 77055 Amarillo, Texas, 79107
Phone: 713-682-3858 Phone: 806-383-5548

Leiters Or CaBs Always Welcome
~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~ ....

..............................................................................................................·······················································1

Oregon Fantail Association
The King of Clubs for the Queen of the Fancy

Promoting the Fanciers of all Fantails in the Northwest.

Promoting Fantails through good fellowship and skillful breeding.

Monthly Meetings, Three Shows Yearly, Complete Show Reports,

Updated StandM"d, Membership Certificates and Certified Judges!

1· Dues only $4.00 per year
We Stress High Quality Shows and Judging

1976-1977 Officers:

President, Herb Banker Publicity, Dan Simpson

Secretary-Treasurer, A. R. Thoms,
88668 Faulhabel' Rd., Elmira, Ore., 97437

.....................................................................................................................................................................
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..
National Young Bird Show, October 14, 15, 16, 1911

Send your 1977 youngsters to this widely attended proving ground of the Fantail
Fancy. There will be good fellowship and strong competition with Midwestern, Southern,'
Eastern and Canadian fancie....

Bob McKee. Judge - Cecil Noel. SUp'erintendent

INDI,ANA
Carl Watson,

Marion,
Vice President
Denny Stapp,
Floyds Knobs,

Director
Joe Yancey,
Evansville

KENTUCKY
Harvey Bale,

Louisville
Greg Duffy,

Valley Station
Donald Gann,
Bowling Green
James Hagan,

Louisville,
Publicity Director

HarT)' and Frances Hawkins,
Elizabethtown,

Secretary-Treasurer
Cecil Noel,
Louisville

Bill Williams,
Vine Grove,

Director
ONT,ARIO

Brian Pogue,
Guelph

I,LLINOIS
Bob Cook,

Troy,
Director

MINNESOTA
Bob Given,

St. Louis Park
WISCONSIN

Timothy Amen,
Madison

Harold Behling,
Portage

Dennis Wilson,
Beaver Dam
MISSOURI

Harry Little,
St. Louis,
Director

VIRGINIA
Dr. Juan Baertl,

Blacksburg

PENNSYLVANIA
John Killinger,

Cleona
Dick Lorah,

Denver
Bob Kingkinger,
Sinking Springs

MICHIGAN
William Diemer,

Brighton
Rudy Gendrikovs,

Kalamazoo
Joe Granger,
Kawkawlin

Dr. Jack Gray,
Richland,
President
Bill Gray,
Richland

Joe and Melva Mayfield,
Alma,

Director
Doug Mayfield,

lansing
Lee Robertson,
Manitou Beach

AI ;Nolan,
Sturgis
OHIO

William Warner,
Bellevue,
Director
TEXAS

Dr. Bill Lynch,
Richardson
MANITOBA

Victor Paycheck,
Noral

• .-•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11••••••••••••••••••••••• 11••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ .:
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Pacific Fan ail ssoc·ation .~... "

Annual Meel With The Pageant of Pigeons

Pres~' Gus Waldusky
1246W. 'Puente Ave.,

West Covina, Calif., 91790

Members:

See.·Trea~. Leon Stephens
5238 LaMadera Ave.,

E! Monte, Calif., 91732

Earl Clark
Floyd Dirth
Bob Given"
Cy Harper

Charles Lydy

Mike Lieb
Drew Lobenstein
Leonard Patito

Bill Phillip
Curtis Pierson

Dennis Soares
Leon Stephens
Ron Schwartz
Gus Waldusky
Dr. E. L. Zicker

Of Some Of The Finest Tailmarks In

..........................................................................................................." "l

.........................................................1••••••••••••••••• I1 ••••••• ·Ill.~••••••••••••• c {

• L· .· .

I Breeder and Exhibitor I
i~....
~.

Black, Blue, Bronze and Red
Member of: Canadian Fantail Club - Central Fantail Club

Tim Stocke
11 Balaclava St. S, Amherslburg, Onl., Canada, 9V·2G5

Phone: 1·519..136·3634

~ ~•• IIl ••II ••••••O ••1••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••_
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Fantail Breeders East, West, North, South

And Middle States are Invited To Join The

Centr I t il lub OF Americ,a
Established in 1926 for the purpose of increasing interest in the Filntail, to assist in the Impro~e~tofthe

• variety, to promote good sportsmanship and friendship among the fanciers, the CENTRAL 'FANTAIL CLUB .has
taken an active part in establishing Fantails as one of the most popular of all Fancy pigeons. The one Fantail Club
that caters to Fanf<ail breeders and exhibitors throughout the continent. You are welcome to join - W·hy delay?

'I Win At ACentral Fanlail Glub Meet Is AWin Indeed
Trophies, Rosettes, Ribbons, Cash Specials, plenty of competition, expert care of your Fantails, careful pre

paretion for the judging (whether you are there or not). Nationally known judges and middle of the nation show
location, are features which urge you to exhibit with Central.

President First Vice-President

Dick Ury
7012 S.W. 17th Street,

Des Moines, Iowa, 50315

Dwight Orewdson
7121 Seward Street,

Lincoln, Nebraska. 6850 I

2645 Hampshire Avenue So., St. Louis Park, Minnesota, 55426

Secretary and Treasurer

For information write: Bob Given, Secretary and Treasurer

Bob and Vida Given

I
i

~
:..
j
!
!
::
i'
f

l
t
i
S'
:.
i

~
i:
:
i
:

I
~

Publicity Director

Tom Pritchett
2709 E. Cyprus Street,

Enid, Oklahoma, 73701

Dues JJearlJ: 18 years and over $5.00,

Husband and 'J~fe $7mOO, Jlmior $1.00

Second Vice-President

JOll Schabert
Rt. 4, Box 68.

Mankato, Minnesota, 56001

:
i

.
i
:.
§
i
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Winners Wherever Shown

'lilo•••••••••••••• .IIiiI ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ., ••••••••••••• ,•••••••••••• .,,,•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••~· .1 ;

· Fantails - Exclusively For 45 Years I
.

""···"
Specializing In The Fo"'owing Colors

Solids In White, Black, Blue; Silver, Powdered Blue

Saddles In Red, Yellow, Blue, Black, AOC .. I
Home of the Klngklnger Fantails

Recipient of NPA Master Breeder Award January 1911

Robert R. Kingkinger
3105 Grandview Blvd., Sinking Spring, Pa., 19608

Breeder and :Exhibitor Of The Finest Quality Fantails
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••a•••••••••• a•••••••••••••••••••••·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

~ .

FANTAILS

BIrds For Sale Late fall. Ask a Breeder Who Knows Of My Reputa,tlon. I Sell Winners.

1976 Shows: 3 ChampIons, 2 Best Young, 1 BOS,l ;Best Old. Many lit In all my colors.

Breeder of the Famous Ohamp Whites the past several years•

Earl A. Olark

Phone: 714-466-73 14

DIstrict Director Central Fantail Club

Also Bla'cks, Blues and Grizzles.

8682 Lamar St., Spring Valley, Calif., 92077
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Eastern Fantail Club OF America
l

Established 1896
President Ist Vice-President 2nd Vice-President

·Michael Soda Roger O.Hogg . Robert BeAdder
Box 129, Forest Hill Road, 25 Meadow Drive,

Chester, N.J., 07930 Apalachin, N~Y., 13732 Shrewsbury, N.J., 0770 I

Secreta ry-Treasurer Publicity Director

Dick and Margaret Lorah
Route 3,

Denver, Pa., 17517

Robert McKee
Route II Box 32-AI

Vanderbilt. Pa' l 15486

All Fantail Breeders are welco!me to join th'e dub.

We hold a Young Bird Show and an Annual Show every year.

The Y.B. Show will be held at Hamburg, Pa.

October 2, 1917

January 6·1·8, 1918

The Annual Show will be held at Reading. Pa.

Show Reports and Club Bulletins are sent to all. ,

Club Members Periodkally.

··························««
«
c·
• .;:' . _." ·1
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Record At Leading Shows In 1916
White

.Best Old Cock, Central Fantail Meet, Lincoln, Nebraska; Best Old Hen, Great Lakes Fantail Meet, Dayton
National; Best Young Cock, Great Lakes Fantall Meet, Dayton National.

Grizzle
Champion at National Young Bird Show, Loulsvlll" Kentucky; champion at Central District Meet, Rogers,

Arkansas; Champion at Central Fantal" Meet, Uncoln, Nebraska; Champion at Dayton National.

Powder Blue
Champion at National Young Bird Show, Louisville, Kentucky.

A.O.C.
Champion at Central Fantail Meet, Lincoln, Nebraska.

Dun
.Champlon at National Young Bird Show, Louisville, Kentucky; Best Young Cock and 'Best Young, Central

Fantail Meet, Lincoln, Nebraska·; Champion at Great Lakes Fantail Meet, Dayton National.

Saddle
Best Young .AOC CC!ck, National Young Bird Show, Louisville, Kentucky; Champion at Central Fantail District

Meet, Reigers, A'rkansas; Best Young AOC Cock at Central Fantail Meet, Lincoln, Nebraska; Best Young AOC
Cock at Great Lakes Fantail Meet, Dayton National.

'-'y stud places In the top ten at any show that I attend. Taking orders for 1977 Birds. Prices start at $50.00 a
pair. Please send stamp for a return answer. Phone: 502-459-7401.

Hagan Loft
1936 Eastview Ave., Louisville,' Ky.. 40205

.~ _ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •• t , •••••••••••••••., •••

1•••••• •••••••• •• •• ••••••••••••• ·····-·. ia••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••·.······.··.······.··.·····IIi·.·............................................... ·" ~.1 I

"Exhibition" 'Fantails
White Powdered Blue Almond

8Ia~k' Red Ash Red and Yellow

Blue Yellow Grizzles

Silver Dun Saddles (All Colors)

All Colors are carefully selected and bred for ex·hlbltlon. Each year we offer a few matched pairs and poten
tial show Fanlalls to the I!lscrlmlnatlng fancier who wishes to Improve his stud. Matched pairs at $50.00 aJ;\d
up. We are now reservlngblrdi for fall shipment. .

Rod Hatcher
Rt. I, Box 136, New Virginia, Iowa. 502 I0

Phone: 515-449-3666

...--...a·_·M. . . .~~~ ~ ,•...•..... IIJI u • ........- -.-...-----......
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Fantails Gerald Champ Fantail Club
Silvers - Blues Of San Diego, California

Some of the Best
Membership $2.00 Year

Bob Evans
1359 Eye Ave. N.E.•

Cedar Rapids, Iowa
:
:·ol ~r..·ih~~;;·J·~h·~·Miii;~ ....··

~ 5110 North 49th.

Clinton Messerschmidt, President
Faye Messerschmidt

Whites and Red or Black Saddles
5290 Javier St" San Diego, Calif., 92117

Lyle Davis, Secretary-Treasurer
Whites, Blues. Powder Blues, Silvers I

2684 Mobley St.• San Diego, Calif., 92123

Jill Clark

I'

Don J. KlaO
Whites. Almonds

5847 Thorn St., San Diego, Calif., 92105

Join Us Here In January, 1918, For The
Grand National Pigeon Show

Robert D. Ash
Whites

3754 Avocado Blvd .• LaMesa, Calif., 92041

Whites, Blues, Blacks, Silvers
8682 Lamar St., Spring Valley, Calif., 92077

Jim Warren
Blacks, Selfs, Saddles, Reds. Dun, Yellows

4549 Mataro Dr., San Diego. Calif., 92115

Grizzles
8682 Lamar St., Spring Valley, Calif., 92077

EarlOlark

James Martin

A Great Breed

Fantails

Fantails

Breeder and Exhibitor of

Blacks, Whites, Blues, Silvers,
Reds, Duns and Bodymarks

.:. .

Goderich, Ont., Canada

~=- ..

5
!

Fantail Fanciers I
The Mayfields i

Joe, Doug and Melva l
::.

~•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••,. :;f••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Enjoying Fantails
In

Arizona
In

Blue - Silver - Check
Robbin Baza

7449 Calle Toluca. Tucson, Ariz., 85710
r•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

............................................................11••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 "

Mealie - Fantails - Cream
DrI WIi C. Goodwin

Rt. 9, Box 170. Carrollton. Ga.• 301 17

Also - Old Dutch Capuchins

Member: Ala.-Ga. Poultry, Central Fantail Club,
Greater Atlanta Carolina Pigeon Club and

Pigeon Science and Genetics Newsletter............................................................................................................:.
"l••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~

Quality Fantails ~
White - Powdered Blue

Visitors Always Welcome

William and Wayne Fischer
Box 207, Parkston, South Dakota, 57366

Phone: 605-928-3065
f•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

1····················································· II

John McClanahan
Breeder and Exhibitor Of

Fantails
Solids In: Blue, Silver and Powder Blue

Saddles In: Red, Yellow, Ash-Red and Cream
Proud To ,Be A Member Of:

Eastern Fantail Club, ·N.Y. State Fa·ntail Fanciers,
National Saddle Fantail 'Club

5014 James St., East Syracuse. N.Y., 13057
,. "l
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2684 Mobley St.. :.
San Diego, Calif.• 92' 23

Fantails
Top Quality

Blue, Silver, White,
Powdered Blue

....................................................
~ ~

Centennial

Fantail Loft
Breeding and Exhibiting

Top Quality Fantails
Reds, Yellows, Blues,

Silvers, Whites

Jan and Fred Koops
682 Upper Sherman Ave.,

Hamilton, Ont., Canada, L8V-3M6
Correspondence Welcome

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 .

.···....·..··..Fa·i1fa·ik·..·····..···1
Reds, Yellows, Blacks, Whites,

Powdered Silver, Straight Blues,
Yellow Saddles

Lahores
AI and Mary Peters

Rt. 1, Sheet Harbour,
Halifax Co., N.S., Canada, BOJ-3BO

,. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '1•••••••••••••••••

....................................................:
.,

Denny Stapp
Fantails Since 1961

Rt. 3, Box 276,

Floyds Knobs, Ind., 471 19

..................................................,
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Secretary-Treasurer

Tom Miller
5110 N. 49th,

Milwaukee, Wis., 53218
Directors:

Jerry VandeBerg, Madison
Mike Smith, Beaver Dam

Badger Fantail
Breeders

1977 Winter Show Nov. 6
Mayville, Wis.

1977 Young Bird Show
to be announced

···
·p:.••-•••••••••••••••• IlIl •• III1 •• IiI.IIlI ••• IlIl.CIJ•••••••••••••~

.-.. """ ..

! FANTAILS
Breeder and Exhibitor of

Whiles and Blacks
Jim Emerson·~ 816 W. 18th, Oshkosh, Wis., 54901

: Member of: Central, Mid·Americai and Badger Fantail Clubs
:a.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

..............................................
White Fantails
Breeder - IExhibitor

Wright Williams
302 S. Weber St.,

Salisbury, Mo., 65281
Phone: 816-388-5886

___u ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

. .

Pigeon Saver
Save that promising show birdl

proven feeding kit saves all
poorly fed or deserted youngsters.

• is a quality kit that has gained
acceptance in the pigeon fan

Cf. For the serious pigeon breeder!
See Classified Ad section under

ie.s.

Since 1959

Black Fantails
Exclusively

Congratulations Harry: -We sincerely -appreciate and will enjoy
for years the results of your hard work, the long hours and the superb
effort that went into making this Exceptional 'Fantail Special A Reamy.

Fred and Mary Thoelke
Box U, Cavalier, N.D., 582'20

Members: -Central Fantail Club
., . \' ,". ( ) -. ,

• • , t' ~ ,

It ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11:...
~..
~.

-'".:c.c.

Robert Cook •... 'I
" .
:::
..:

Phone: 1·618·667·9474"i.i

Fantails l
Thanks To Harry Little For Making It All

Possible With His Help and Encouragement

...............................................................................................................
.~ .

Drew Lobenstein

Fantails - Jacobins

2686 Phipps Ave., Simi, Calif., 93065

;;-._~_ •••••••••••••• ., ••••• ., •••••••••••••••••••~. .. ••••••••••••••••••• 11' :1 ..
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............................................................................................................J;

A. R. Thoms
........................" .: .

Thank You Harry Little for
Co-ordinating the Fantail Special

From Fantail Country
Southwest Wisconsin

Nationally Known
Progressive Breeder and Certified Judge Jim Schneider

886&8 Faulhaber Road, Elmira, Ore., 97437
Phone: 503·935·2&29

Exhibitor and Breeder Of

Outstanding Quality White Fantails
My Wife and Partner Raises Mealies and Creams

........ _ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• :11 CIll •••C •••••••••••••••••••••

Breeder of
Whites, Tailmarks, Bodymarks,

Reds, Yellows and Blacks

Rt. I, Viola, Wis., 54664
Phone: 608-627-1804
Other Southwest Wisconsin

Fantail Fanciers =::.5:.'Rod Lysne, Ferryville, Wis.
Ray LaFleur, Onalask<a, Wis.
Clifford Lee, Cazenovia, Wis.

Mike Lee, Cazenovia., Wis.
;0•••••••••• II •••••••• 1: S" I:: llllI iii 5UIl; C C" II: C l;:I 1;1:: gg c""••••• II g.~

.........................................................................................................."
Best Wishes To Our Fellow

Fantail Breeders
From Harry and Frances Hawkins

Route 1I, Box ISS,. Elizabethtown. Ky•• 42701

.:.••••••••••••••• a •••• a",.a :llfllllllO'311 •• II' Will" ••••••~•••

FANTAILS
Whites, Blacks

Powder Blues, Tail Marks
Ash Reds

Darrel Rupp

Saddle Fantails

. .

Fantails

Rt. 2, New London, Minn., 56273
MAFC - CFC

37 Greenwood Rd.,
Andover, Mass., 01810

Phone: 617-475-3338

D. J. Doyle

423 Valley St.,
Omaha, Neb., 68108

~···············J;if·ci·;;k······..·····..l

··': .

!
I

White, Silver, Blue, Powdered Blue, I:

Grizzles, Suiphur and Saddles
.~ ~

···············~••••••••••••••••••••••••• II •••••••••••••••••••••••••,

Jim Ellebracht

Show Quality

We5t Alton, Mo., 63386

Yellow, Grizzles, Tailmarks and Andalusians

Dick 'Evans

White Fantails

Fantails

Oregon
Top Quality

1610 19th N.E., Salem, Ore., 97303

See You At The N.Y.B.S.

._ .

...................................................s •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

......................ill ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l

..............................................................................................................'I

..............................................................................................................
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Show Qllalily White and Black Fantails

Happiness Is Raising

Fantails
Whites, Blue Bars, Blacks,

Pwd. Blues, Silvers, Reds,

Yellows, Saddles

Richard Wilson
1418-2 Catasauqua Rd.,

Bethlehem, Pa., 18018
_ ~••••• ot••••••••••••••••••••••••

. ...
'.'.

FANTAILS '.
Since 1928

Top Quality in Whites and Blacks

····John Dietz ~

·225 "e" St., Lincoln, Neb., 68502 :
:

~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••'lf:

................................................

Attention
Pigeon Lovers

Join the progressive Cairo Variety

g.eon Club. Promoting All Breeds.

Annual Dues. $3.00 year

Tom Daly, Sec.
Box 88, South Cairo, N.Y., 12482

'..,... ,.

~... I.I •••••• a •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.

= Find Out How To Breed High
Velocity 'Spinning Rollers<

"The Spinner"
$5.00 Postpaid

Order From:

i David D. Kowalski
! Rt. 1, Box 113C,

i Vergas, Minn., 56587
I
~ '1

-- JI1<11V, .'1977 .

,. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8 ..

High Quality Fantails
White and Powdered Blue
Prices According To Quality

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Dan Simpson
531 Fairfield St., Eugene, Ore., 91402

;I•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~•••••••••••••••••••••.......................................................

.............................................................................................................
Compliments Of

E. D. ("Doug") Boyce
Breeder Of

···· 2320 Britannia Road, Sarasota, Fla., 33581

i 1
~•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11I.

Black, White and Blue Oheck

Fantails
Tim Burke

Rt. 2, Scotland, South Dakota, 57059

Member MAFC and eFC

•• ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _

~•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••«•••••••••.......................................................

Fantails - God's Gifts
A Home For Fantails, Whites, Blacks, Blues, Tailmarks

Member of CFC

Jerald J. Kitchens
862 W. Olive. Decatur, I'll., 62526

"May God Bless Us All"
~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••1I•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••"
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10.:' ..

Breeder and Exhibitor Of

Fantails
Reds, Yellows, Whites, Blacks, Duns

Red and Yellow Saddles
II Birds For Sale From Time To Time II

Member of major Fantail Clubs

Bob ("Danny") Dannenberg
241 So. John St., Mayville, Wis., 53050

Phone: 414-387~4136
.............................................................................................................."

f··················· ..································· .

Powdered Blues
Cy Harper Strain

Gus Waldusky
1246 WII Puente Ave., W. Covina, Calif.

............................................................................................................~
~ ...

McMahons' Loft
Specializing in Saddles, Tailmarks, and

Bodymarks

Jim McMahon
RI. I, Sun Prairie, Wis., 53590

~ " ':

FANTAilS
Black - Blue

White - Silver

William Pursel
224 Ash St' l

Danville, Pa., 17821

........................................................

~ .

Don Draper
2820 Grand,
Joplin, Mo.

Breeder and Exhibitor

Top Quality

White Fanlails
Direct Bloodlines To

Gerald Ch-amp - Earl Clark

Occasionally A Few Choice
Birds For Sale........................................................"

, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 'lII1

.Breeders & .Exhibitors of ,Canada's il
Fmest Fantails, carefully bred in:1
Blues, Whites, Silvers, Blacks and •
Powdered Silvers. ':

46 years of experience of breed- •
ing and exhibiting from 1931 to:
1977.

We Support The Greatest Fantail
Club In Canada

The National Fantail Club
of Canada

GEORGE & ROSS CHEESMAN

543 Montrave Ave.,

Oshawa, Ont., Canada, L1J-4S8

Phone: 416-725-8637
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•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• a,J

Visitors Welcome

r.. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••w•••••••••••••••••••••_ ••• 11 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••

............................................................................................................'"

Earl Biedermann II
102 E. Skillman Ave.,

Ma.plewood, Minn., 55117
Phone: 612-488-5170

Congratulations
Fantail Breeders and

American Pigeon Journal

Charles C. Pearson

Winning Saddle Fantails Since 1947

4106 Gramercy, Houston, Texas, 77025
Fantails in Whites on'ly

Jacobins in Most Colors
Modenas in Magnani, Schietti

President of National Modena Club
Secrel'ary-Treasurer of Houston Area Modena Club

President of Houston All-Variety Pigeon Club
Supporter of NPA Grand National ,Shows

Biedermann Lofts
Earl Biedermann I

449 N. Smith Ave.,
St. Paul, Minn., 55102
PhGne: 612-222-4971

., ...

In White, Black, Blue,

Powder Blue,

Black Saddle

Quality Fantails

Quality Fantails

George Cosby
4Amherst Ct.,

Buffalo Grove, III.,
· 60090

~ .

.., r"

Powder Blue,

Blue, White

Frank Fischler

Members of the Mid-America, Central and National Saddle Clubs

Birds For Sale - Whites and Saddles of all CC'lors $25 and up per pair

Earl's Trophies
451 N. Smith Ave., St. Paul, Minn., 55102

Phone: 612-225-4089
Custom Trophies and Plaques

71 Atlantic St.,

Keyport, N.J .• 07735

Phone: 201-264-7007

...........................................................................................................,

...............................................................................................................

I Am Coming Back

:;a: 'H' •• Ili •••• " ••••••••••••••••••• ···--
Ozzie Ohnstad's

Postpaid

Gagne Bros.
2883 Woodland Circle,
Allison Park, Pa., 15101

Dept. A

Nest Eggs
6 for $1.00
12 for $1.75

·······~ •••••••••••••• " II••• _ •• - _.

Fantails
White - Tailmark

Box 2512, Fargo, N.D., 58102
.. , ••••••••••••••••• ,." • .JlI.••••_.JlJI.• ,. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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LaFleur's Fantails My Hobby Is Breeding

Synonymous With Quality and Showing Fine

B'acked by over 50 years of breeding excellence and
consistent top awards at the major Fantail Meets.

E:::
Breeding from established families in the following: White, Blacks,

Blues, Silvers, Powdered Blues, Reds, Yellows, Grizzles, Tailmarks, An
: dalusi'lns, Almonds, Duns, Checks, and 'Bodymarks.

Birds For Sale During Winter Months

Ray D. LaFleur
Rt. 2. Box 1I I, Onalaska. Wis., 54650

Phone: 608-783-2641
............................................................................ a ..

r····················································· :1 ..

! DON BUHR FANTAIL LOFTS i

Rt. 4. Box 120. Cresco. Iowa, 52136

1951-1911
Modern Show Type Fantails Since 1957

World's Largest Fantail Color Breeder

Now Brebding 55 Colors and Markings
Member:

Mld~merlca Fantail Club, Central Fantail Club, Nat'l Saddle Fantail Club
Orders Taken Year Around - Breeding Stock For Sale

November Through March

.,. ~

Fantails
: Richard M. Drought··
~::. 3339 Oak St., '1::,

Jacksonville, Fla., 32205
i :
~ :

~

~ ,...

July Specials
Cod Liver Oil Capsules 100 for $1.50
Wheat Germ Oil Capsules 100 $1.25
No Light Pills 50 for ,...... "'.',, $1.25
Aureomycin Tablets 300 for $5.50
Pedigree Blanks 25 for .. """ $1.40
Eye Cold Ointment 2 for "" $2.55
'Breeding Record Cards 50 for $1.50
Y'zpt. Piperazine Wormer 1 for $2.70
N,FZSoluble 3 for '''''''''''''''''' $3.60

All the above are our July Special
to you. Stock up now! All Postpaid.

Gagne Bros,
2883 Woodland Circle,

Allison Park, Pa., 15101

Dept. AJ
lit•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •••••••••••••• ....

~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• r.:

·,FREE·
Northern Wisconsin Pigeon Club

Annual Open Class Show
November 4 and 5, 1977

Held at the Dunn Co. Recreational
Park F..cilities, Menomonie, Wis.
Contact: BOB LENZ, Show Sec.

Rt. 5, Box 147-A,
Menomonie, Wis., 54751

Phone: 715-235-0723
Hosting Specialty Club Meets:

National Chinese Owl Club
American Lahore Club

Norwich Cropper Club of America
*Free Show Rules* and

*Free Fellowshlp*·~ ,

:,•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~II

:

Cut down on Rollers. Need room for Fantails. Many colon, $5.00 per
bird. ,For more information call: 616-349-1984. Best time around noon. Will
ship by air. Visitors welcome. Keep them flying.

Rudy's Fantail and Roller Lofl

Rudy Gendrikoys
1418 Nazareth Rd., Kalamazoo. Mich., 4900 I

Black Fantails and

Birmingham Rollers
GERALD RUSS'ELL

22 Ithaca Rd., Candor, N.Y., 13743

••..-----··· ······-·..••••••..•••••••••,1IIM,.,.·..·1II ••••••• .-.
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RACING

UTILITY

SPORTING

EASIER TO KEEP CLEANEASIER TO READ

FANCY

FLYING

UTILITY

z-a- _ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••"
i

SOME PEOPLE SAY WI ARE

THE NUMBER ONI CLUB

Certified
SeamleN

Plastic Coated
Aluminum

$10c each, polhtald

Pigeon Fanciers of America
P.O. Box 868, Anoka, Minn., 55303

"We Serve the World"
Telephones: 612-421·2860 - 427-7270

LIT THE ~'A - 'HOW YOU THa WAYI $5.00 PER YiAR MU\BIRSHIP Fli

SID I Circle Tho Breed To B. Used Fot IQty.

Fantails, RoUers. Birmingham Rone,...
Clean Leg Rollers. Lotans. Arcllllngal"

p
Budapests. Chlnese Owl,. 0001'1', Germ.1t
Owls. Helmets, Hlghflle,.., Laughe,.., M_
kees, Nuremburg Larks. Vienna Tumble,..,
Parlor Tumblers, S" Tumble,... luablans.
Tipplers, Rock Plgaon,. Pheasant Pigeon,
Brunner Pouter,. Norwell'a.. TUlllbl.,...
Flights.

Racing Homer'll, Illow Pen Homers, Germa.
Beauty Homers. BohemIan Pouters. Nuns.
Cumulets. Swing Pouters, Capuchlnes. Fire-

I
backs. Hlacynths. Jacoblns, Komorne,... La·
cenes, Magpies, Coburg Larks, MinIature
Crests. Norwich Croppers. African Owls.
Starlings, Swifts, CL Ice Crests, Turblts.
CL Ancients. Damascenes. Golas. English
Owls, Muffed Rollers, Holle Croppers. II'
CL Tumblers. Pinmy Pouters. 8merles,
Feather·legged Rol er" ModenBS.

Exhibition Homer" Giant Homers. Barbl,
,Moorhead'. CL Shleldl. Dewlaps. Kanlckl,
" CL Swallows. Dragoons. Goldkragens, Le-

banons. CL Lahores, Maltese. Polish Lynx,

G
Leonardos, Oriental "rills, Indian Fanta"l,
Frillbacks. Engll,h Cerrlers. Bagdada, Show
Homers, En~lIsh Pouters. Antwerpll. Preneh
(arrler" P armlganl. Hungarians, Floren-
tines. Genuine Homers. Groused Lahores,
Swiss MOl1dalnes. 8candaroonlh Dutche5$.
Puffed Flreback., Muffed Jacoblns. West
of England Tumblers. Texes Plofteert.
Muffed Ancients.

....., .., ....~, ".11........1"', '-"!
E

Mondaln.. Groused Toy•• Muffed lee Pl·
geons. Muffed Moorhead•• Muffed Rollers.
Crescents. Muffed Tumblers. Giant Amerl·
can Crest, Carneaux. Prints. Monka,
Quakers.

DlItch cropsers. German Pouters, Hanna
Pouters, In 'an Mondaln.. GIant Muffed

0
Croppers. Bokhara Trumpeters. English
Trumpeters. Revers.wlng Pouter,. French
Oro. Mondalns, Giant American Runts.
Pomeranlana. Saxon Pouters. Muffed Dutch-
e... Muffed Shields. MUffed Swallows,
Muffed Indian Mondalns, Giant Crests. Sax·
on Spots.

N
IHungarIan Hou,. Pigeons. Lar.,e poutars'l

Small Bantam•. Large Ingll... rumpetera.
Some Quail.

S
DIamond Dov", Rlngneck Dov... White
Dove.. Breeds of similar size. (regular
aluminum)

Membership Brlnp YOUl
,Billfold Membenhlp Card

M.mber Certificate '01' Frallllng
Monthly PFA Bulletin.

Show ReporbTo I!xhIbiton
Join A Real Gung-Ho Club

OFFICIAL PFA BAND DI5TRIBUTOU
MIKE THOMPSON

251 Mill St., Woodstock, Ont., CanIU. N4s-2X4
JAMES I. FRIEND

Rt. 4, Box 375, Fairmont, W..,~., 26544
CHARLES A. HAMMIR Co.

1512 South ~th St., Milwaukee, wt.., 13211
DARRELL STEI'NItE

1021-17th St., Central City, Neb., 68826
TRAOIWINOS, INc:.

PMt Office Box 1191, Taco\'U, WaIh., 98401
PETTERSEN',. PIGEON POST

15665 RarnMy Boulevard H.W., Anoka, Milt.... 55303
FOY'S PIGEON SUPPLIES

Box 27166, Golden Valley, Mlnn.. 55427
ROBERT D. RIEMAN

800 James Avenue North, Minneapolis, MI""., 55412
PAUL J. NELSON

4541 West 36* St., St. Louis Paric. Mtnn.. 55426
Minimum Order 10 Bands - No C.O.D. Ord....

Order In 10-20-30 etc. of Each Siz. Needed
Send Certified Check or Money Orderl

Total Number of Band. Ordered .

Amount .._ _..

Sal.. Tax _.._ __ .

Postage .

Total _ : .

'\lid _ _ .

M-. _ __ __ __ __..

CIty -.~ _ - _._.
·.····:
I-----_ -..................................•.........."' _ _ ", ..
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By ROD LY5NE, Ferryville, Wis.

The Cream Fantail-A Challenge To Breed

breeding straight Cream matings. Now,
breeding cocks in this color is a little
difficult, but eased somewhat by the ap
plicability of another sex-linked mating
involved in breedffig together a Blue cock
and Ash Red hen. From this mating all
Reds will be cocks and all Blues will' be
hens. Sin::e Silver and Cream are the
dilutes of Blue and Ash Red, the same
holds true for them. When a Silver cock
.is mated to a Cream hen, aJl resulting
cocks will be Creams.

I have personally found it easier to get
cocks from this mating than from any
other mating save straight Cream to
Cream. Since Cream hens are more read
ily found than cocks, it is probably ope
of the more common matings with which,
one can begin. The only problem here is
that Silver cocks, good ones that is, are
also a rather scarce commodity. Should
one have difficulty locating a good Silver
cock, then a dilute-factor Blue cock can
be used (coming from a Blue cock-Silver
hen mating). <

The first Cream I bred was more or
less unexpected. She came from the mat
ing of an Ash Red Checker cock (carry
ing dilute factor) and a Powd. Blue hen.
The resultant Cream hen was an open
pattern checker of surprisingly good type
and style, large tail and body with short,
well-set legs. I feel lucky to breed such
a bird and have something of this quaJity
with which to start a line of Creams. She
was hatched in 1973, and by the time I
retired her from showJng in 1975 she had
been Champion Cream five times at CFC
and MAFC, as well as taking the Best of
the then AOC class. She has transmitted
her type on to offspring now in the
fourth generation. Since retiring the old
hen, a granddaughter has taken Cham
pion three times. I attribute this to the
type of the old Powd. Blue hen in the
background and the introduction of good
Silvers and Blues in the following genera
tions.

I also used the old Ash Red cock on a
Silver hen for a season and raised a
good Cream checker hen from tilis mat
ing. She was shorter in taiil feather, but
more refined on wings and with a better
body. Her offspring have follOwed the
same type. At this time I have two dis
tinct, although line-related families. In
the future I hope to bring these two
families together as they should com
plement one another nicely.

I do not wish to give the impressitm
that I'm up to my eyes in Creams. On
the contrary, they are difficult to breed.
If I breed one or two really good ones
in a season from two or three matings, I
then feel satisfieD. This is due to the fact
that a good number of the offspring from
Cream matings are other colors such as
Silver. Blue, Ash Red. I have hesitated
in 'the past to mate straight Cream due
to their sca rci ty and because tiley need
ed the improvement in type which the
Silvers and Blues proVoided.

This season I kept back four Fantails
in this color, two cocks and two hens.
Both cocks are mated to good Silver

ant). This color comes in barred, check
er, and spread, the latter being less strik
ing than barred or light checker due to
the fact that it often looks more like a
poorly-colored Recessive Yellow. The
barred Cream is the most striking of all,
with the pale, tawny cream color of the
body accentuated by the rich yellow bars.
The open-checker pattem is also very
"easy-on-the-eye".

Being a member of the Ash Red fam
ilY,the Cream is easHy worked into a
breeding program consisting of the Blue
family members, Blue, Silver, or Powd.
Blue; the first two being best. Providing
that one can locate a Cream or two with
which to begin, the easiest way to repro
duce them and upgrade On type at the
same time is to mate them to good Sil
vers. I have found that ·the Cream tends
to be somewhat dominant to Silver (just
as Ash Red tends to be to Blue), result
ing in a ra tio of two creams to every
one Silver bred from a Cream-Silver
mating.

Since this color is a dilute and sex
linked, a cock will be of more benefit
than a hen in producing more Creams in
matings to intense colored birds such as
Blues or Ash Reds. A Cream cock when
mated to a Blue or Ash Red hen wHI pro
duce all clilute (Cream or Silver) daugh
ters and all intense (Blue and Ash Red)
sons. About two-thirds of the young will
be Cream or Mealy-Ash Red. From such
a mating ooe will acquire some Cream
hens and some Ash Red cocks which will
all carry the di.Jution factor from the
hen. The Cream hens can then be mated
back to good Silvers and the dilution
factor Ash Red cocks to either a Blue or.
better yet, a Silver hen. With a Blue hen
such a cock should produce about 25%
dilute daughters, some of which will be
Creams; with a Silver hen such a cock
will produce about 50% dilutes, some
being Creams.

Producing Cream cocks, is, then, an im
portant factor in establishing a family of
birds to the point where one can start

Three Prize Winning Fantails
First bird. Best Young Tailmark Black cock, Ban~ ·No. 75·2~61 at ~he Badger Fan·

tail Club 1975. This bird has the evenly marked tall fo.r w!"ch Tallm~rk breeders
strive. Second bird, Old Cream Hen, Band !'l0. 1973--"0". F,ve tIme ChampIon Cream at
MAFC and CFC Meets. Third bird, ChampIon Blue Splash cock 1976, Ba,nd No. 806, at
the CFC Meet. - All three birds bred and owned by Rod Lysne, FerryVIlle, Wis.

JOE and DONNA SCHABERT

Joe and Donna Schabert of Mankato.
Minn., Past President, Secretary·Treasurer
and active supporter of the Mid·Western
Fantail Club. - Photo from Rod Lysne.
Ferryville, Wis.

With its softly contrasting tones of pale
cream and rich yellow, one would think
that the Cream Fantail would have many
ardent followers. This is, unfortunately,
not the case; for while nearly everyone
who sees them attests to their beauty,
few are willing to take up the challenge
of this relatively new and most beautiful
Fantail color. This is probably due to two
reasons: 1. Difficulty in acquiring breed
ina stock due to scarcity, and 2. Lack
or'" knowledge concerning IDe basic gene
tic principles involved in working with
and reproducing the color.

It is difficult to put into writing the
whole realm of data concerning the breed
ing of Cream Fans, but perhaps a few
paragraphs in relation to the basic gene
tic factors and a little about my Own ex
periences would aid in encouraging others
to take up the challenge.

Genetically speaking, the Cream Fan
tail is an Ash Yellow, the dilute of the
Mealy or better-termed Ash Red (domin-
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First bird, twice Champion Black Fa.ntail at .the CFC Meet 1974·75, old hen B.and No.
1398.'72. Second bird, Reserve ChampIon WhIte at the CFC 1975 Meet. Yearlong hen,
Band No. 1118. Third bird, Champion Silver and Reserve Champion of Show at the CFC
1975 Meet. Old hen, Band No. 94-'73. All three birds bred and owned by Ray D.
LaFleur, Onalaska, Wis. - Photos from Rod Lysne, Ferryville, Wis.

Three Prize Winning Fantails
First bird. Champion Black Saddle at both MAFC and CFC Meets. Old Black Sad

~ H<!'n. Band No. '73·61. Second bird, Yellow Saddle hen, Band No. 360-'74. Five times
ion Yellow Saddle at MAFC and CFC Meets. Third bird, Best Young White, class

eI at MAFC Meet 1975. White Hen, Band No. 2317. - All three birds bred and owned
!rf R.o::! Lysne, Ferryville, Wis.

basis rather than the other way around.
However, the fancier wants to make

progress in his breeding operation. I have
found that six P&rs of breeding Fantails
of a particular color provide the neces
sary genetic pool yet that number of
breeders plus their offspring are easier to
care for and otherwise meet the require
ments and advantages of maintaining a
small stud of FantaUs.

In view of the above, I would like to de
scdbe what I have developed as the ideal
lolit:. The outside measurements of the loft
are 4 feet wide, 8 feet long and 6 feet
high. Imag,ine that you are facing one of
the long walls, I.e. 6 feet high by 8 feet
long. In the middle of the wall is the door
which is approximately 2 feet wide by
6 feet high and covered by 1,{ inch wire
mesh. To the right of the door the space
4 feet by 6 feet high is also covered by
1,{ inch wire mesh. To the left of the
door the space 2 feet by 6 feet is solid.
The other long wall 6 feet high by 8 feet
long has one solid panel 2 feet wide by
6 feet high (this corresponds with the
piece mentioned on the other long wall).
The balance of this second long wall is
solid except for a piece of l4 inch wire
mesh 6 feet long by 2 feet high near the
top. Of the two remaining walls 4 feet by
6 feet, one is solid and one is 'A inch wire
mesh.

The roof of course is solid as is the
floor. Actual construction in this case
was 2' x 4's for the framing and the solid
wood is 'A inch plywood except for the
floor which is % inch plywood.

The nesting area is at the end where
solid pieces come together. There is room
for eight nest boxes 2 feet by 2 feet by
2 feet. In my case the top two are used for
an extra hen or two that I keep against
possible losses. An alternative plan is to
have six up off the floor and thus provide
a little extra floor space. For litter both
on the floor and in the nest boxes, I use
"Kitty Litter" replacing as necessary.

This system works well for me. I don't
have problems with odor and even with
the youngsters kept with the adults, there
is little over crowding. In fact, the space
limitation provides a strong reason for
culling early on.

Subscriptioo $6 per year; 3 years $15.

Three Champion Fantails

of Iowa; Rod Hatcher of Iowa; Emery
Schwartzendruber of Colo.; Earl Helmer
of Wis. and Rev. Schuyler Batson from
La. have been working recently with
this color too. Gus Waldusky of Calif.
bred a very good one which he showed at
CFC last January.

It is a shame that there are not more
fanciers working with this color and
shOWing them. Their beauty makes them
such an appealing bird. If you have good
Blues and Silvers, there -is no reason
you cannot work [n a Cream or two as
a start. Powd. Blues can be used in
place of Blues, but I would avoid this as
the Powd. factor does not lend itself to
giving the desirable richness to the
Cream color.

I hope, if nothing else, to have at least
stirred up a little interest in this rare
and little-understood Fantail color. Why
not take up the challenge. The field [s
wide open. The Cream Fantail is ooe of
the most beautiful of the solid-colored
Queens of the Fancy.

One Fancier's Fantail Loft
By RICHARD M. DROUGHT, Jacksonville, Fla.

I have long been an advocate of a small of view. Also, a small operation permits
;Zgem breeding operation. There are higher standards of cleanliness and I~

:mDy reasons for this attitude, but pri- physical space devoted to the birds. Fm
32.r'Jv a sma~1 operation lets the breeder wIly, of course, a small stud means the
....-his birds better both from the stand- fancier can decide how much time he
r-.:! point of view and from a health point wants to devote to his birds on a daily

2!iDs; one hen to a Silver cock, and one
~ a Dilute-factor Blue. They all seem
:0 be off to a good start. Should they
~ce a good number of young Creams
: would hope to start some straight
~-eam matings next season, Lord will
::::g. I think the type ~s such now that I
::aD allow for 1:h.ls.

Since the Ash Reds I used in starting
~. Creams were all checkers, many of
::er offspring have been open-pattern
:ileckery too, although coming from mat
::::Jg with barred birds. About half the
:olIIllEIg have been checkers and half barr
ed. The checkers have consistently been
:':E better Jjjrds for some reason, so I

dJem rather than discard them in
~ of all barred. As the number of
3lOd barred birds increases I think it will
Je advisable to mate wirthout hesitation
» iDe open-pattern checkers as I have
D=1d that this preserves the dark, wide
~ bar which is so beautiful in con
'i:2St.

Following are some matings I have
to produce Creams: Ash Red cock

10CDre factor) Powd. Blue hen; Ash Red
:xxi: (dilute faotor) Silver hen; Silver
;:nd:-eream hen; Cream cock-Blue hen;
Cream cock-Silver hen; Blue cock (di-
. factor) Cream hen.

13e most common faults to be seen in
amy's Creams are as follows: 1. Lack
~ frontal-round body, 2. Tall, with
~y set legs, 3. Lack of depth in
:D:kiL It is best to avoid such birds in
~ matings, but when nothing else
:s a\<lilable they should be used with
30es and Silvers as strong as possible
:l1 :hese weak points.

TIlere are a few other Cream enthusi
JdI5 hlcklen away here and there. Most
: mow personally, a couple by letter
r wonH>f-mouth. They are Don Buhr
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By ROBERT R. KINGKINGER, Sinking Spring, Pa.

Characteristics of the Ideal Fantail

Looking For The Fine Points When Judging

the hocks, underbelly or cushion. Silvers
sometimes have a yellow cast on the
feathers. Whites sometimes are grouse
legged or have small boots. Look for
evidence of feathers haVing been plucked
from legs or feet. Very often theie faults
can be a deciding factor.

A colored bird may also have a cracked
iris, or as in the case of saddles, eyes
of two differ~nt colors. The standard
calls for bull eyes in saddles but some
times one or both eyes are colored which
~hould be an eliminating faotor. All other
poiijts being equal.

Many times a saddle marked bird may
have several or all colored toenails. This
must be taken in consideration when pick
ing for best saddle. The Standard doesn't
mention, but should call for flesh colored
toenails. Many saddles (especially black
~addles) do have dark toenails. I men
tioned this fact to several saddle breeders
at a recent club meet and found out that
many fanciers weren't aware that the
toenails should be flesh colored and ....
weren't watcl1ing for this when breeding.

To me one of the worst faults is "cow
hocking" or buckling of the legs at the
knee joints. When judging, this is one of
the first eliminating faults I look for. I
well recall an incident several years ago
when a well known judge was passing on
the blacks at the annual meet at one of
the Fantail clubs. Lo and behold he pick
ed a beautiful, very typy, excellent con
ditioned hen for best of color; but would
you believe, she was oowhocked! I point
ed out ,this fact to the person sitting along
side of me and we both couldn',t believe
our eyes.

Some strains of Fantails have a tend
ency to have a crease in the chest. Very
often a full crop will eliminate this ap
pearance but not in all cases. So weigh
this fault when looking for something to
eliminate birds from a class.

Judging is a matter of common sense,
ba'lancing one point against another and
a thorough knowledge of the Standard. If
those who haven't attempted to judge to
date would keep these points in mind, it
wouldn't be an insurmountable task.

By HARRY L. LITTLE, St. Louis, Mo.

Yes, you might have seen some of the makeup of the perfect Fantail as
what is written here in the 1968 Fantail reflected in my drawing of so many
Special Issue of '!he American Pigeon years ago.
Journal. Some of that article will be re- The perfect Fantail should be small in
peated but with some elaboration as to body and ·round like a baH. Everybody
the qualities that I consider to be ideal knows what "round" means when the
in the Fantail. word is applied to our Fantails. But how

Upon becoming actively interested in about "small"? How little is "small"?
the Fantail, I ma'C!e a pencil sketch of The word "small" is a relative thing
what I thought the perfect Fantail should but according to the dictionary it meG\!OS
be. Many cI1anges and alterations were "Httle when compared to others of its
made over the next few years. Even to- own kind". According to this definition,
day, I still have this sketch amOflg my a measurement isn't needed. However,
Fantail momentos and it still represents as it seems that we are being pressed
the type of Fantail I have been striving for measurements these days, my opinion
for over the years. My goal is to present is that the body of the Fantail should
to you a word picture of my ideas of be approximately three to four inches in
the charaoteristics that are essential in diameter with hens running toward the

have a Twnbler shaped head. Therefore,
when a judge has several that are equal
in appearance a Twnbler shaped head
may be the eliminating faotor.

Judging a color class is somewhat
easier as you have the additional quality,
or lack of quality of color. You can also
look for stained beaks or dark beaks as
in the case of reds, yellows and powdered
blues.

When judging blues, powdered blues,
or silvers wa,tch for traces of white at

Winning Yellow Saddle Fantail in England
Winning Yellow Saddle Fantail at the 1976 Show of the Fantail Club of England.

- Bred and owned by Conrad M. Burch, Kidderminster, England.

Frequently a Fantail judge, because of
the "look alike" quaHty of the class, is
required to look for the fine points when
striving to eliminate some of the birds
when judging for best of color or Cham
pion Fantail.

Let us take for example the young
white hen class, which has been narrow
ed down to 10 birds from a much larger
class. This was done by eliminating the
birds with the most obvious faul'ts such
as cowhocking, wry tails, weak tail cen
ter, oval body, long legs, head off dead
center, evidence of a head crest, etc.

Scrutinizing the ten birds he has to
"knit pick" to further decrease the size
of the class. The judge will have to look
for coarse wing butts, flights that are too
loog, flights that are broken at the secon
daries because the bird is too short in
the back or has too long a neck and has
to push in order to get ·its head centered
on the cushion. Some of these listed
faults may eliminate four or five more
birds, but he still has to go further.

Next he'll look for head held too high,
coarse eye cere, and at the appearance
of the head. This IG\!tter factor is very
often overlooked by many judges. It isn't
of the utmost importance, but when look
ing for something to eliminate some of
the contenders for best of color, this fac
tor may be the deciding one when choos
ing the first bird in the class.

Many Fantails do not have a head that
is snake-like in appearance. Instead they
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By EUGENE ALTPETER, Brookfield, Wis.

Important Points of aFantail

GENE ALTPETER
Gene Altpeter of Brookfield, Wis., stand

ing by his Grand Champion White YO'ung
cock. Band 1110. 651 at the lenS CFC Club
Show. - Photo from Rod Lysne, Ferry
ville. Wis.

show position. A bird of this type is in
valuable and can usually be depended up
on to put on a good show.

It seems to be a trait of human nature
that two people can look at tthe same
thing and see it differently. So it is with
our Fantails. Sometimes too much em
phasis is placed on a particular quality,

(Continued on page 432)

when the young birds are developing, as
many will tend to catch their wings in
their tai'ls. If this is not corrected, a gap
In the tail will result. If it is catching
on one side only, the bird's tail will even
tually become wry or pulled over to that
side. Many fanciers will attempt to break
this bad habit in young birds by placing
a piece of tape across the tail feathers
where the bird constantly catches his
wing in the tail. However, if the tail is
slightly concave, the bird usually will not
catch its flights in the tail.

Proper head position is another point
of great importance to the overall pic
ture. The head should lie on the center
of ·the cushion and not on either side. It
should remain in the center at all times
and not slide off to the side. The head
should rest on the base of the cushion
and not on the top of the cushicn. A smaJl
finely built head should be slightly taper
ing from the top of the neck down to the
nose, so ·that it can lie in the center of
the slightly convex cushion. Then our
Fantails will have ,their chins up with the
appearance of looking to the skies.

Right legs are the foundation on which
everything else about the Fantail relies
heavily. Legs should be of moderate
length, wide set, and In a slight straight
slant to give a smooth line appearance
from the body. One or both legs being

(Continued on ~ge 465)

completing the full circle. The ends of
the flights should just meet and should
not crisscross. The tail should extend
well above the chest when viewed from
the froot and at eye level, giving the
Fantail good toptail. A three inch tcp
tail is desired but here again, the size
of the Fantail should be taken into con
9ideration. A tail with a high center looks
more circular when the Fantail is in the
walking pen as some height of tail is lost
by the pi tch of the tail.

When in the show position, the Fan
tail should be well up on its toes. The
feet, the ends of the flights and the
lower shoe feathers provide three points
of balance. The head is deep in the
pocket. I like to see a Fantail with its
head resting deep but comfortably in the
pocket with no demarkation line be
tween the neck afJd cushion. In other
words, the back of the head and the
back of the neck just seem to blend into
the cushion with no indentation or dis
tinguishing line as to where one ends
and the other begins.

A Fantail should be able to walk grace
fuUy in a proud malU1er while maintain
Ing the show position. Some just seem
to have a natural sense of showmanship
or, to keep pace with the times, show
womanship. They will walk gracefully to
the center of the walking pen, showing
no fear and will move about at the urg
ing of the judge, still maintaining the

Fantails are a complex wonder of the
pigeon world. If you stop to think about
it, every propeJ.1ty or point of a Fantail
must play its part in the -total conformity
to give the Fantail that rhythm of action
these points aU conform to each other
to give the Fantail that TYthm of action
we desire in a perfect Fantail.

Let's discuss a few of these points in
this article. Assuming our Fantail has
that body that is round like a ball when
viewed from every angle, we don't want
to spoil the image with bad wings. The
wing butts should not be protruding from
the front of the body. They should give
the appearance of being buried in the
body and being part of that ball-like ap
pearance, emerging very gradually from
the side of the ball. Coarse. thick wing
butts are a fault to breed out of our Fan
tails. Usually birds with this fault have
a coarse appearance in general, as many
times this fault is accompanied with a
coarse head and neck and big feet. Fan
tails should be of a refined nature, like
a thoroughbred race horse, and not like
a draft horse, or a utility breed pigeon.
The wings should be of sufficient length
so that the flights just meet, but do not
cross. The flights, if they just touch the
ground, will absorb any extra weight
when the bird is forcing its head down on
the cushion and not force the wing butts
forward. Wings can also be a nuisance

smaller side of this measurement and
rocks toward the larger side. There are
good Fantails in all sizes, small, medium
:rod large but the Fantail Standard of
Perfection states that a small bird is
preferred. This part of the Standard, I
believe, is overlooked more than any
other.

The length of back and the length of
neck should correspond. A Fantail too
long in neck or too short in back cannot
get its head in the pocket. It will usually
carry its head high on the cushion or
push its head off center. Some Fantails,
at first glance, appear to be in the pock-

but tum the head to one side or the
other. They cannot be comfDrtab!e there
because of one or both of the faults

tioned above.
When an imaginary line is drawn

dIrough the line of the legs, when the
Fantail is in the show position, it should
inlersect the middle of the chest. There
was a time when it was thought that this

should run through the center of
eye. When this is so, the Fantail will

asually stand flat-footed. The legs, in
stead of having the forward look we like

have, will appear to have legs going
Silaight up into the body thus destroying

desired graceful curve from chest
feet. The legs should be moderately

to medium in length. The long leg
~ bird would serve a better purpose
- the soup kettle. A bird with legs that
are too short will drag the full length
d. its flights on the floor. This can cause

wings to open and will destroy the
like appearance of the body when

'iiewed from the front. It will also cause
a break between the primary and sec
a::Il1ary flights when viewed from the
!ide.

The wings should be set high at the
SIooIders and held closely to the body.
ihe wing butts should be thin and should
Weod with the chest feathers. Prominent
wing butts have no place in the Fantail
Fancy. The sweep of the wings should
be a gradual curve with no noticeable
aeak between the primaries and sec
GIIda:ries.

1lJe tail should be shaped like a saucer
. wide, overlapping feathers, well
~ with shoe feathers and a strong,
wiIJe, flairing back cushion. A one and a

tD two inch wide tail feather is con-
tidered to be the ideal but this will de

greatly on the size of the Fantail.
A ::ood qua]'ity, hard feather is desired,
~ mly in Il.l]etai'i feather but also in

body plumage. The Fantail should
~ a tight, smooth appearance antI not

'Of a fluffy ball.
A l1-inch tail, measured across the

k d the tail, is good on a medium
- bird, excellent on a small one. Few

smaller Fantails can carry more
l1·inch tail. Anything larger than

- makes them look out of proportion.
.me~_1ber, we are looking for a bal-

. -Fantail!

tail should make a full circle with
• Digbts hav,ing just enough room to

tmder the lower shoe featthers thus
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By DAVID BLACKADDER, Johnstone, Renfrewshire, England

Fantail Reflections Through The Years

By RON SCHWARTZ, Paramount, Calif.

good men of England whose end product
proved slightly at variance wi,th that of
Scotland. Whereas they preferred the
larger bird carrying flat tail of consider
able size with action a dominent fea,ture.
The North had long since set their sights
on a smaner Fantail, much rounder but
carrying less length of feather and
slower. Eventually the best of both types
were merged and so they are today.

With the passing years and consequent
maturity, I was afflicted by a yen to
visit the "Mecca" of an pigeon exhibi
tors, held each year in the London Crys
tal Palace. Its four miles of individual
pens was something I had to see. Won
derful was the day when ,together with
my much revered local friends, I crossed
the border to behold for the first time
this colossal glass building comparable
only to its own interior for an incredible
atmosphere. Little did I think, as I gazed
in awe down the aisles that stretched far
into the distance, that one day in little

lmore than a decade I would mount the
same stairs, not as a bewildered stripling
but as a judge. Nor did my imagination
embrace the absured prospeot of going
to Europe's Arctic Oi'rele and as far
south as the Low Countries and then t~

the New World. Had anyone made such
a suggestion I would have questioned 
their stability. Yet, it was to happen.
Came World War II, wi,th Fantails eradi ,

laws to be observed at all Fantail shows.
The training of judges would be done in
the individual clubs. To form such a na
tional body, a representative (possibly
the club secretary) from each Fantail
club would meet as an organizing' com
mittee to write whatever articles and by- ~,

laws that may be needed, and select an
appropriate title for the "new born"!

The national organization would com
pile a list of judges qualified to work at
the national Fantail shows. Individual
clubs interested in sponsor,ing a national
Fantail show would place their bids and
all member clubs would vote for a deci
sion. Bulletins would be issued twice a
year listing results from the shows
throughout the country along with other
reports of national interest. Identification
of officers would include the name of the
club from which they came.

These are just a few suggestions on how
a union of Fantail clubs could function.
For instance, I'm thinking back now to
when a standard judging surface of nauga- .
hyde was adopted by most clubs and how
well it has worked out. With ideas such
as these, just visualize where our hobby
could be five years from now if all Fan
tail clubs were able to unite and promote
our birds in a national effort. Think of
,the quality of the birds that would be
shown at national meets when generous
cash awards could be given. Let's orga
nize. It would be good for the tabby.

amount of $25 per club and out of the
total amount paid in, 90% (or more)
would be paid out as cash awards for
Champion, Reserve Champion and Best.
Young. The rest of the awards could be
supplied by the club sponsoring the show.

Another possibility would be to develop
a National Standard with rules and by-

That I have been requested to furnish
notes for the ensuing Fantail number is
the misfortune of the reader. AFter some
40 years subscribing to the Fantail scene
in Britain, it is not unexpected ,that I
found myself demanded of fresh material.
If the reader finds this effort a strange
mixture of autObiography, reflections and
plain homely nostalgia, I would ask him
to bear with me.

Since I was born to a family of Fantail
breeders, in a smaIl ,town that could
boast of seven major studs, it is not at
all surprising that my interest as I grew
up, far from being inhibited was indeed
intensified by the close proximity of our
contemories. Rivalry was intense yet
friendly by vimue of the difficulties that
exlsted in the common effort to perfect
the rough prototype bequeathed by a pre
vious generation to men void of inepti
tude but never abstruse in thei'!' approach
or produotion. Unaided they toiled to
mould that which today we recognize
as the exhibition Fantail. The exalted
theory of Mendel had no part in their
efforts, yet they succeeded in trans
forming the ugly creatures that arrived
in Scottish ports enshrouded in ambi
guity by "coming from foreign places".
Luckly indeed was thei·r generation.
They never suffered from insecure egos
,or a dearth of patience since hard on
their he~ls was the equaJly proficient

Prize Winning White Fantails

Thoughts On Promoting The Fantail Pigeoll

First bird, White Fantail young cock. Band No. 1787·74. 1st Young Cock, Central
Fantail Club Meet, Jan. 1975. Second bird. White Fantail young cock. Band No. 796·76.
1st Young Cock In a class of 36 at the Central Fantail Club Meet, Jan. 1977. - Both
birds bred and owned by Dick Ury. Des Moines, Iowa.

I am glad to see the interest in saddle
marked Fantails growing. However, I'm
always "turned on" whenever I see a top
quality Fantail regardless of its color or
markings. My favorite is the solid white
and I find nothing more satisfying than
to study a display of good birds in the
judging pen.

Recently I visited the home of Earl
Clark to discuss plans for the Fantails
at the NPA Grand National Show which
will be held in San Diego, Calif., January
1978. At that time, I pledged some cash
awards from the National Saddle Fan
tail Club for saddIe-marked Fantail win
ners. One of the highlights that occurred
during this meeting was the decision to
hold the competition for the Fantail sec
,tion as a commemorative for Gerald
Champ who was recognized over the
years as an outstanding Fantail breeder
and exhibitor from this area. With the
possibility of rooo Fantails being present
at this show, severa:! Fantail clubs have
already pledged special awards in mem
ory of "Champ".

Speaking of clubs, here's another sub
ject I'd like to remark about. During my
visit with Earl, he mentioned that there
is a growing interest to organize a na
tional body to increase the unity of our
various Fantail Clubs. I agreed with the
idea because I think the Fantail hobby
would benefit from such an organization.
Here are a few of my thoughts on the
subject:

Pirst of all, let's not form a new
breeders-exhibitors club. We have a lot of
'these doing a very good job already. in
stead, offer to link 'all of the existing
clubs as participants in a nation-wide
federation of Fantail clubs. This "Mother
Club" would be supported by the clubs
and not by individual breeders and exhi
bitors. Sponsoring clubs would collectively
contribute an annual fee adequate to
cover expenses for our national endea
vors. As an example, I'll suggest an
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Fantail Breeders of England
Here is a picture over 70 years old of Fantail breeders of England. Bottom row

left to rillht: Tom Cathcart, Hugh ~ordon: Walt Cathcart. Top row: Boyd Park and
Charles B'lackadder. See accompanying art. cle. - Photo from Cy Harper. North Holly
wood. Calif.

cated completely from my mind, with
an official note advising me tha't a nice
new uniform was awaiting collection and
a return ticket was quite unnecessary.

So the Pigeon Fancy virtually ceased
to exist. VE Day, and I found myself in
valided out, returning with high hopes
of once more resuming where I had left
off. But fate decreed this was to be no
bappy homecoming for myoid friends
had known the icy touch of the Grim
Reaper and all was gone. The only tangi
ble evidence that they had ever existed
was a ,tall granite headstone in ·the local
cemetery. Emblazoned on its smooth
polished surface was a large Fantail, the
work of a clever sculptor. In its shadow
slept my friends of yesterday.

With the Peace emerged a new gen
eration of breeders. To my gratification
they were to prove worthy successors of
their forebears in whose steps they walk
ed with a strength of purpose that was
to resuscitate our flagging and dimin
ished ranks. So the Fancy had survived
even in the face of adversity. Hereabouts,
the urge to visit the United States of
America and the grand children I had
never seen, prompted me to also contact
Fantail breeders in the Los Angeles area
where I was to stay. Quite blatantly I
asked if I might visit them. A warm af
firmative answer assured me I had not
bruised ethics irreparably. Indeed, their
kindness was overwhelming.

Vividly I recalled years before when
, had judged the Fantail Club show at
Belle Vue Gardens, Manchester, when
a very sporting exhibitor from the Ameri
cas had brought over a team. It was with
mixed feelings I learned, when the day
was over, I had awarded a roJitary fourth

'place to his entries, a poor return for
such effort. In my earlier days the name
ci Havemyer and Jimmie Glasgow were
synonymous with all that was good in
American Fantails, yet these birds bore
DO resemblance to the stock that Glas
gow had taken back from his forays in
Scotland. So I assumed Havemyer was
DOt a seller, and stock not easily ac
quired. Such being the case, it was in
ewitable that I should wonder, where had
they gone? But subse{Juent contact with
American stock that I was to see, posed

almost paradoxical query, where had
these come from now?

Later the answer proclaimed itself
when I met the man who had produced
this extraordinary transformation. For
with all ,the urge that emanates from
the fertile brain I saw the work that
bespoke their achievements, ,insomuch
die conception acquiTed that day in Man
diester was completely shattered and re
placed by unstinted admiration. Type
was superb and sho'Wffian quaHties un
restricted. From the nucleus of the in
different had emerged creatures as
shapely as their predecessors were incult.

Geographically, my families home was,
~ American standards, next door to my
first host. So I had been warned to ex
pect the sight of a veritable Fantail
farm. My informant had not exaggerated

July, 1917

for the stud of Cy Harper was bewilder
ing in its magnitude as its inmates were
in qua:lity. While powder silvers were
first favourites, silvers, reds, yellows and
blacks were cultivated with precision. I
am now well aware it is fashionable to
refer to the former as powder blues but
since I lived with the men who first pro
duced them, and from them bred the
variety myself, I don't worry too much if
the scientific approach deems them as
having masqueraded under a misnomer.
In any case I had lived too long in the
red hot competition to want its past or
prospects in genetics to become a major
factor. For mine had never been inhibited
by an academic attitude to the ultimate.

I know not what had been employed in
the Harper stud but I was convinced
that this breeder, far from being satisfied
with producing good ones, aimed rather
at perfeotion. The most discerning would
have to admit, the bodies and legs left
little ,to desire. Poor tails were unknown,
yet in the scrutiny of this perspicacious
owner, minor faults prompted a rever
sion to Cavil. Silvers were a beautiful
collection with quality ooiformly created
by the obvious relationship of the birds,
which served to underline that, as with
other oolours, this was an established
straln as opposed to the all too frequent
hit or miss efforts.

Reds and yellows had never been my
favorites but suddenly I was deeply in
volved for I never could resist a Fantail
,that was good whatever ,the colour. And
here was plenty that demanded attention.
Now, I had been enlightened as to why
America had closed the gap in Fantails.
For this satirical view of flaws, how
ever infinitesimal, was not peculiar to
Cy Harper but general in America's
breeders, ifhe evidooce made manifest
in the stock they penned. This had been
the first of my many visi,ts to America's
Pacific coast. They embraced visits to

San Diego and the splendid stud of Ger
ald Champ, the comprehensive stock of
Earl Clark, which held grizzles that are
still unknown in Britain, and the plea
sure of becoming acquainted with Gus
Waldusky who, besides producing powd
ers of delightful standard and shown to
perfection, invariably found much to ad
mire in ,the Harper exhibits. TIlls I found
was fully reciprocated by his rival in
powder silvers. In the younger school was
apparently yet another generation per
fectly qualified to maintain the work of
their ~lders. In Schwartz and Pierson
was the potentials to ful'l1:her establish
that which had already been done. De
spite their protests of inexperience, there
existed a punctilious adherence to the
principles of the desired creations. To

(Continued on page 469)

Reciprocity In Fantails
By CY HARPER. North Hollywood, Calif.

A number of years ago David mack
adder of Scotland, got in touch with me
when he was here in Calif. to visit his
daughter and grandchildren whose home
was nearby.

Mr. Blackadder made several visits to
Calif. in recent years and we have spent
many happy hours extolling the virtues
of the Fantails. We have corresponded
over the years and I have sent Fantails
to Mr. B1ackadder on several occasions
which brings me to the story behind the
pioture.

Mr. Blackadder's father, Charles Black
adder and Hugh Gordon shown in the
picture were two fanoiers who first SUI>
plied our Jimmie Glasgow with Fantails
for Mr. Havemeyer's lofts in America.
While I am sure there have been many
shipments of Fantails back to the British
Isles since that time I feel it is quite a
coincidence that I should have shipped
Fantails back to a loft that helped supply
America originally.
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By ROD LYSNE, Ferryville, Wis.

Ray D. LaFleur - All Example In Perseverance

Perseverance in something good is
commendable. It is an outward manifesta
tion of a faithful, "sticktoitive" attitude,
revealing that a person is not easily dis
couraged or willing to give up soon. Now
hobbies are often a reflection of a life
style, and perseverance in them can be
linked to the manner in which one per
severes in the other things of life. A
hobby which lasts for 10 years might
seem to reflect strong interest; one last
ing for 25 years would speak of keen ,in
terest, but ooe which spans over 50 years
must show true determination and re
flect oojoymeot.

When I think of the most enduring
name in the Fantail Fancy, and I am sure
most other fanciers ,in the Midwest feel
the same, ooe name comes to mind. This
is Ray D. LaFleur who has persisted in
the hobby for over 50 years, oojoying
himself and making life a little more
enjoyable for those who are lucky enough
to know him.

A brief look at CFC, MAFC and BFC
show records attests to the fact that Ray
has not only persevered in the hobby,
he has excelled! There are very few
colors in which his birds have not placed
a Champion at one time or another, or
several times for that matter.

When I stop to think of Ray's line of
various colored Fans, two colors come
to mind which best show his persistent,
patient attitude, these would be his Reds
and Yellows. Ray has probably been
working consistently with these two very
difficult recessive colors longer than any
other Fantail fancier. There are very
few who do not find these Fantail colors
to be most eye-catching, and many have

RAY D. LAFLEUR

Ray D. LaFleur of Onalaska, Wis., hold
ing the Argall Cup for Champion Black
Fantail which he won. - Photo from Rod
Lysne, Ferryville, Wis.
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even experimented breeding them for a
time; however few have persisted. They
are very difficult birds with which to
work as their recessive color makes it
difficult to breed in other colors to im
prove on type while retaining the rich,
clear red or yellow color. After a few
seasons showing I'ittle or no improvement
in their birds, many fall by the wayside
and either drop from the hobby or go
back to strictly breeding the easier colors.

Now I doubt that Ray's Red and Yel
lows were much different from anyone
else's when he began with them. They
were "decent stock birds with the same
faults as other Fans of the same color",
to quote Ray. The key to success lay in
a good "eye", in correct matings, and
in a careful boldness to introduce better
type birds of compatible genetic back
ground; this plus lots and lots of per
severance.

The results are obvious as one looks
back at the show records now in Reds
and Yellows. Ray's birds have placed 00

top more often than anyone's. Ray re
counted to me how many years ago he
crossed in some good Duns of his own
breeding into the Yellows. From these
matings came several birds evidencing
real improvement in type, around which
he then based his ma1:ings. The offspring
of his birds have nOW gone into many
fanciers' lofts to give their own birds a
boost.

Success in any matter is an ongoing
thing, requiring constant upgrading. So
this year after evaJluating his Yellows,
<Ray again thought it a good time to make
a few bold but sound matings in hopes of
improving the Yellows in a few particular
points. The results will be interesting to
observe in his loft and in the show pens.
This reflects the kind of positive perse
verance Ray has shown.

Ray's patience in developing his out
stahding lines of Fantails in all standard
colors is something which has impressed
me and many others. Year after year he
has stuck-to-it. There have been those
seasons when he has had bad luck in
ooe color or another or a setback due
to an i1iness, but the next season he is
back in the loft planning, evaluating, re
mating, forgetting about past disappoint
ments.

While some newer fanciers today want
oo'1y the "perfect" specimens when be
ginning work in a new color or marking
and sometimes revealing a critical atti
tude ooen they can't find them, Ray has
shown his expertise at developing fine
quality Fans the way he wants without
going out to buy everyone's "best bird"
in the loft. I have had the pleasure of
watching his now famous line of Blacks
develop over the last few years. He start
ed with a few decent stock birds, having
potential, but wealmesses too. As he
bred from them year to year, I saw the
potential developed and the weaknesses

eliminated. This didn't happen overnight;
it took time and patience.

Now this should lend a certain feeling
of accomplishment to Ray (though you'll
never catch him bragging about it), and
it should give heart to others in t1:.le Fan
tail Fancy who might have occasion to
get discouraged. It goes to prove that if'
one is willing to work with stock birds
showing potential and make the right
matings with both judiciousness and
boldness, then success can be attained
if one is wiHing to stick with it.

On the occasion of this third Fantail
Special if there is one man in the Fan
tail Fancy who should be an example
for others to follow when it comes to
breeding the Queen of the Fancy, it
should be none other than Ray D. La
Beur. His is probably the finest loft of
Fans in existence and he is the Grand
est Man in the Fancy. Who else better
deserves to be called Mr. Fantail?

Characteristics of the Ideal Fantail
(Cont~ued from page 429)

so much so that all others are excluded.
Therefore, one person's appraisal of a
Fantail can be quite different than an
other's ,depending entirely upon where
they pl-ace their priorities! It takes more
than a good tail or a good round body or
welI set legs. All these qualities, plus
many more, must be blended together
for the creation of the ideal. We must
be forever conscious of the fact that we
are looking for a balanced Fantail and
that irt must be good in all these qualities.
Perfection in one feature means that the
total number of points for that feature
should be allocated. If it is less than per
fect there, the points should be pro
rated according to quaHty.

Just as with a beautiful piece of jewel
ry, any imperfection takes something
away from the appearance of the whole.
Everything must be in perfect balance
to create a thing of beauty and perfec
tion. Preparation, conditioo and train
ing playa great part in getting the Fan
tan ready for ,the showroom but these are
of little value if we do not have a basi
cally sound Fantail with which to start!

The popularity of the Fantail has taken
a tremendous stride since publication of
'the 1968 Fantail Speoial issue of the
American Pigeon Journal. There is no
doubt that this Special was largely re
sponsible. More Fantail specialty clubs
emerged. Memberships in the various
Fantail Clubs grew larger. However, it·
was not until January of 1976 in Madison.
Wis., at the Ray D. LaFleur Fantail
Classic, that we were able to break the
600 bird barrier. When it happened, it
not only exceeded the 600 bird mark but
went far beyond. Eight hundred and
ninety two Fantails were on display
there by exhibitors from the United
States and Canada. It will take some
doing but there is no doubt that some
day this record will be broken. When it
is, I for one want to be there!

iSubsoription $6 per year; 3 years $15.
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By JOHN McCLANAHAN, East Syracuse, N.Y.

Will It Be Saddle or Fantail?

By ERICH MUELLER, Frankfurt, Am Main, West Germany

Fantail Pigeons In West Germany special club helps promote the Fantail
pigeon. Good managed special shows,
summer meetings and the valued work
of a special judge are also helpful in in
creasing the popularity of these birds.

One is quite impressed with the popu
larity of the Fantail pigeons in mid
Germany and in East Germany (German
Democratic Republic), but in other
European countries Fantail pigeons are
not too weH established. The types pro
duced in other countries tend to follow
the examples of the birds bred in Ger
many. As we said before, thanks to the
American breeder, we can compare the
types today and they are similar. Present
signs seem to point to a successful de
velopment of the pigeon.

Literature on the Fantail Pigeon is
available to the reader both in editions
from America, and also from Germany.
In 1976 a book, The Fantail Pigeon His
tory, Breeding and Care was published.
This contained among other things 127
pages on the breeding of the Fantail pi
geon and included many good pictures of
the breed. All of the types of modem
Fantail pigeons are discussed and the
writer is the author of this treatise. It
can be secured from verlag Oertel and
Sporer, Postfact 35, 7410 Reutlingen,
Germany. The price is 12.50 DM (about
$5.00).

Leading breeders of Fantail pigeons
are found all over the world. With our
fast transportation why wouldn't an in
ternational show be of great advantage to
all of us? Think it over! - Translation
courtesy Dr. L. E. Hummel.

a few instances where the best Fantail
entered in a class of saddles was soundly
defeated by a lesser quality in all normal
"Fantail" characteristics, primarily be
cause the bird was overmarked.

Meanwhile, the same judge at the same
show will place highly a smutty colored
blue or an off colored black or red or
yellow because it was slightly better in
these "Fantail" characteristics.

And then, as the finals are being judg
ed, all the so-called "edge" for markings
and virtually all those for color are for
gotten and a white emerges victorious
more often than any other color.

Realistically, I know that at its present
stage of development the saddle has little
chance of competing with the solid varie
ties (wioth a few exceptions), but also,
rea'listically, there is a definite double
standard being applied to the marking.

It is up to the Standard writers, the
various Fantail clubs, the fanciers, and
most of all, the judges. They must decide
what breed this is. If the saddle Fantail
is truly a Fantai.J, then it must be treated
accordingly. If, however, the current dou
ble standards continue, the saddle must
be considered a separate breed that only
shares part of the Fantail Standard.

What will it be? Saddle or Fantail?

While I cannot claim to be an autho
rity on Fantails, not even saddles, I have
attempted to breed them off and on for
about 20 years. Having also kept solids
for most of that period, I can understand
and appreciate the problems associated
with both varieties.

That there is a different set of rules
for judging, no one can deny. There is
also a different set of problems associa
ted in the breeding pen. Thus, we might
by this reasoning consider the saddle
and the Standard bred (Solid Colored)
Fantail an entirely separate breed. Why?
I shall try to answer.

When we read the written Standard for
Fantails, we find 100 points allotted to
all colors and whites alike. At the end
of the Standard, we find ten additional
points for outstanding color, and the
same for exceptional markings. All well
and good, but.

I ask the reader, when is the last time
this section of the Standard was properly
interpreted? I have never seen it applied
to saddles.

There have been, in the past few years,
a few rare, very high quality saddles
bred, and the marking as a whole has
begun' to make great strides toward per
fection. Unfortunately, I have also seen

ion, stance, breast, throat, head, color
and marking. The recognized colors are
white (widely bred and in the best qual
ity), yellow (at this time there aren't
many good specimens), red (they are
getting better with time, and greatly im
proving), blue checkered and silver
checkered (the same as blue), black (the
last specimens shown were of fine quality
with excellent color and fine body) and
ribbon tails (Spiegelswanze) red and yel
low (these relatively recent colors are not
found in profusion, but they are of real
good quality). Saddles in yellow, cream,
red and ash, blue, blue check and black
(very good specimens are to be found
in yellow, red, blue and black). Some of
the breeders could put forth a little more
effort with the markings). Tailmarks
(white body with colored tail) are bred
in yellow, red, blue, and black. One must
make a big allowance in evaluating these
birds since they lack elegant posture and
distinctive layering of the feathers. The
markings are found best in the black
ones. Bodymarks (white tails with color
ed body) can also be found in yellow, red,
blue, checkered and black. These lovely
varieties are not too widespread, but are
becoming increasingly popular. A good
example is the blacks. Checkered Fan
tail pigeons are being raised again with
great success.

The work of some 200 members of this

I am happy to !mow that through the
courtesy of the American Pigeon Jour
nal we will be able, through this special
issue, to promote the breeding of the
beautiful Fantail pigeon among the in
ternational fraternity of pigeon breeders.
Valuable support of the breed can be
secured through a better understanding
of the various characteristics of the pi
geoo.

In order to better understand the Fan
1ail as bred in Germany it is helpful to
ooderstand the historiacl background of
the bird. The oldest known pioture of
the Fantail pigeon was published by
'Wrllughby (Willoughby?), an Englishman,
ill 1678 and it is now a known fact that
the pigeon came originally from India.
In 1669, a German doctor F. Horst de
scribed the pigeon in a German book
(Detailed Bird Book, By C. Gesner) in
detail. J. L. Frisch showed a beautiful
picture of the Fantail in the book called
Introducing the Birds of Germany and
Some Foreign Species in 1763. This pic
ture and the article was used by many
authors over a long period of time. After
l850 breeding for various markings was
started. More attention to color and de
sign was also given than before.

It was the English breeders that laid
e foundation for the perfect type. In

size and elegance, compa.red to the ori
ginal Fantail pigeon from India, the de
11elopment of the Fantail was greatly in-

eed by breeders from Scotland,
France and Germany. Around the year
l!IOO the best traits of the Fantails from

various countries were beginning to
be found in the various pigeons.

In 1906 a special German clUb was
KJlmded to establish certain rules for the
breeding of the ideal Fantail, but the
American breeders were responsible for
die production of the ex;tremely low pro-

of the Fantail as we find it today.
After 1950 A. Bortels (Germany) im
rted fine typed birds from America

W. Detmer. Bartels was able to pro
dace 'Offspring from crosses of the Ameri
can and the German bloodlines in which

best traits of the birds from both
t'IJUIltries was combined. One of his goals
was to improve the American blood lines

gh improving the type, and produc
longer and stronger tail feathers. The

of the Bortel birds still flows in the
s::ods of all serious German pigeon
~. .

After Bortel's death E. Lindemeier and
. Hartl continued the work of improving

Fantail, as did many other breeders.
The crossing of the white Fantails of
superior quality with those of other colors

markings has greatly improved the
, and today the breeding stock in

. country is better than ever, and so
- . the showing of these Fantail pigeons.

Main points in the judging of Fantails
- Germany are as follows: overall ap
pearance, carriage, tail (fan) with cush-
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By R. H. OSTRANDER, R. T. McKEE, BUD HAGAN, H. L. LITTLE

Views On The Fantail Standard of Perfection

Coordinator's Note; - Much comment
has surfaced, over the past few months,
in reference to a change in the Fantail
Standard. Because of this, it was thought
that fellow Fantail fanciers would be in
terested in some of the views that have
been expressed in letters and in articles
received for publication in the Fantail
Special. As these articles are all On the
same subject and some refer to others,
they are grouped together for a better
over-ail understanding of what is in
volved.

Some Comments On The
'Fantail Standard

By RAYMOND H. OSTRANDER.
Sandwich. Mass.

Recently, Bob McKee, Publicity Direc
tor for the Eastern Fantail Club, has
written some interesting statements con
cerning the Fantail Standard, inviting
comments upon his expressed views.
His remarks In respect to the relation
ship between roundness of body and
"dig" are well taken. There is a danger
in a fanciers placing so much empha
sis upon roundness of body that he may
breed for shortt-legged birds that will not
be able to get their heads down in the
center of what Gerald Champ used to
call the "pocket". Bob is completely cor
rect in stressing the point that the head
should not rest upon the tail. The Stand
ard states that "The bird should walk
in a jaunty manner on its trlp-toes with
·its head thrown back in a graceful man
ner, and resting With ease closely in the
center at the base of the cushion".

For many years the North American
Fantail clubs accepted the Standard
adopted by the Fantail Club of England.
Then at the annual meeting of the East
ern Fantail Club, held January 7, 1956,
it was decidedtbat the Eastern Fantail
Club should take the leadership In re
vising the Standard. A committee com
posed of Elisha Hanson, Clinton H. Wil
ber and Raymond H. Ostrander coordi
nated ·this effort. Since I actually carried
on most of the correspondence in this
matter I feel rather confident of the in
tent of the various proVisions proposed
and accepted in the Standard. The Cen
tral Fantail Club also appointed a com
mittee whose members worked closely
with us and, of course, I was then and
still am a member of both clubs. After
some 30 months of exchange of views
among the members of all the known
olubs in the United States and Canada the
proposed Standard was adopted by mail
ballot of the members of the Eastern
Fantail Club -in the fall of 1958. The other
clubs adopted the proposed Standard
shortly thereafter.

Among the changes approved at that
t!ime were the addition of the words
"with ease" and "in the center at the
base of". We felt that it should be clear
thllJt the ideal Fantail will get its head
down to rest at the center of the base
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of the cushion rather than rest higher and
press against the tail. Bob McKees
point as expressed in the March issue
of the American Pigeon Journal is right
on target with this concept.

It has been my experience in breed
ing that it is desirable to retain several
cocks that are strong in the above men
tioned quati,ty even though they may be
a bit taller than judges usually choose
for first prizes. This praotice tends to
insure the retention of good dig among
the young Fantails; it also facilitates
obtaining more fertile eggs. Some of the
short-legged cocks have proved to be
poor breeders for me.

Bob McKee also wrote about another
element of ,the Standard. He is concern
ed about the interpretation of the num
ber of points to be allowed for saddles
when they are jddged against white and
soLid colored birds. Both Elisha Hanson
and I had been breeders of saddles so
that we were deeply coocerned about this
matter. The intent of the wording of the
Standard was to provide a general guide
for judges. We tried a draft with dif·
ferent points for saddles throughout the
Standard but that was not acceptable to
the majority who communicated with us.
We fin~ly settled for the wording cur
:ently ill the Standard, recognizing that
Judges do not actually score the birds
point by point, anyway. What we tried
to say was that a saddle should have ex
tra credit for the markings when com
peting wi·th birds in which no marking
patterns were involved. We also recog
nized that breeding for color in self and
barred varieties adds an element that
should be rewarded when the colors com
pete with whites. Thus we came up with
the reasoning, whdch was accepted at
the time, that when the various varie
ties are competing, as for champion
ships, the self and barred birds should
be granted approximately a ten-percent
advantage over whites and the saddles
should be given a ~ifteen-percent advan
tage. This means tha<t a black, for ex
ample, with superior color is granted
a ten-point advaotage. A black with poor
color would be granted little advantage.
Likewise a saddle with perfect markings
would be granted a ten-point advantage.
If ~ts color is superior it would be grant
ed another five-point advantage. The
actual points mentioned here are the
same as those in the older Standard.
After much discussion and attempts to
make some changes we had to come back
to the original with what we then thought
was clearer wording. I am hoping this
explanation proves to be less ambiguous
than, apparently, our wording in the
Standard has turned out to be.

The Fantail Standard
By BOB McKEE. Vanderbilt, Pa.

I have received various comments con
cerning my APJ article printed in the
March '77 issue. After attending many

shows, it is my belief that many a fan
oier does not lmderstand some parts of
our Fantail Standard. While sitting in
on one meeting I learned that some were
going to re-write the thing; mostly mis
understanding on the part of those in
volved. I support no move to re-write.
the Standard. 1 feel that the Fancy at'
large should understand the need to
clatiify some sections. I do not feel that
this reflects on those who prepared the
revised Standard in the year of 19 and
58. But only that, like myself, many
do pot understand the exact meanings
set forth therein. Articles by Don Buhr
have reflected some of the same feeling
from the Mid-America Fantail Club.
Whether this reflects only his personal
opinion or the beliefs of others in that
portion of the U.S. is important. I write
what I hear; I report, so to speak! So,
when I write, I am reflecting ideas of
more than myself. At any rate, this re
veals a need for some sort of action.
Whether this be clarification, additions
or other modification of the present ..
Standard, then this needs to be discussed.
By no means should we change a well
written Standard on our Fantail.

The problem partly lies with color and
marking points. As I note this is some
thing in which Don was concerned. I
think the reader should take note of Ray
Ostrander's article entitled, "Some
Comments On The Fantail Standard."
I think we can stand corrected and I feel
that I can understand, now, just what is
meant by extra points. 1 had consulted
many fanciers, one would say 105 total
~d another 115. Bob Kingkinger went
WIth the latter. It is 115 total points for
good colored-well marked saddles, tail
marks or body-marks. The blacks, reds,
yellows and bar colors would be a total
of 110, if they excellin colorllJtion! Ray's
analogy is what we needed here. This is
my opinion. Possibly there are others
that feel there is yet more clarification
needed. I suggest they write their
t.!:.0ughts.

There are still other areas that need
additions; such as the definition of AOC.
The National, at Daytco, proved this. I
feel ·that a bird should be put in the class
of its predominant color, to a point. If
w~ have n~ splash class, then let any
thing that IS near 50/50 in white and
color be classified as AOC. I do think a
class could be made for the rare colors,
either combined (where low entries dic
tate) or separately (where entries dictate'
separatioo due to sufficient entries to
warrant such a rare color class). I think
this could be left to the Secretary at the
individual shows. But something is need
ed to delegate these choices in various
situations. Should it be stated in the
Standard? Other points may need clarifi
cation but it is up to people to come
forward as Don Buhr has. Don was a
strong advocate in the powdered blue
controversy and changes were made.
As to what Ray Ostrander discusses, I
think clarification has been made.

Ray mentions that his experience in
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breeding requires the use of cocks taller
than normally picked as Champion or for
first place. This goes along with Gerald
Champs theory of point blend matings.
If we were to breed them down and
continue such breeding of "likes" we
would soon find our style and proper
carriage all but lost. (Ray, I believe is
saying this) The Canuck who lately said,
"Likes produces like" is right in what
he says; but what he hasn't realized is
that a point can be reached where bal
ance is lost, the blend is not there, just
likes. And if like produces like, why
can't I produce a Champion from Cham
pions? Would not the challenge be lost?
Alas, most breeders know it's the pro
per combination of show points which
produces the Champion. Joe Quinn once
said that the Pollocks keep a cuJl and
breed it as a Champion would be bred so
as not to lose some variation within the
family, thereby preventing the loss of
certain points and the need to out-cross.
Also Ray says "cocks a bit taller" than
those picked by Judges. I would give
my personal opinion further and say
that a cock must have sufficient leg but
oot excessive length of body (lowest to
top of chest distance). These are invalu
able in the breeding of show Fantails.
My description of body, as high as wide
as deep, coupled with the proper leg
length will give a ball shaped body on
a Fan that shows good wing line, frontal
and proper style.

Ray's article is a welcome analogy of
several portions of our Standard and I
feel honored that he ·took time to spell
out some of the things that had a yooog
judge confused.

Any other comments on the Standard
stJould be discussed by the separate clubs
and so reported. Analogy should then be
made and judgements made by the Fan
tail fanciers at large.

Color In Fantails
By BUD HAGAN, Louisville, Ky.

Witllin the last year we have heard
more and more about color in Fantails.
I do admit that there is plenty of room
for growth in the color field but not at
the expense of giving it precedence over
structure which, of course, is the con
trolling factor of type and actiion in the
Fantail.

Throughout my lifetime I have raised
and shown dogs and almost all of the
farm animals. I have yet to see the top
prizes go to any animal because of color.
I feel that a 5 to 15 point advantage for
a marked or colored bird would reverse
the trend of action over color. The top
p.rizes for Fantails and Kings u~ually go
10 the whites. Why? Because they are
generally superior in structure. The rea
son for ·this is that there have been more
breeders taking an active interest in
them and over a longer period of time.

The different markings and colors of
the Fantail can be improved In the same
way. I believe that any serious breeder,
thilt has the grit to stay with it, could
take any of the markings and colors and
breed it to the same stage of perfection
that we have in the whites. The color
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line can be established just as strongly
.as body conformation. If anyone thinks
.he can convince me that marking and
color are any more difficult to attain
than body structure, I am ready to sit
down with him and talk about it. It is
time we stopped looking for cheap wins.

As an example of what I am try.ing to
say, we might take a look at the grizzle.
I predict that within the next two years,
a grizzle will take some of our bigger
shows. This has already been done but it
wiH take more than one win to convince
the Fancy. The grizzle will soon have the
true Dragoon color. The tail-mark is ad
vancing right with the grizzle. Great
strides have been taken with this bird.

Over a period of years the blue bar,
powdered blue, silver, and the black
have made it to the winner's circle. I
would venture to say that the judges that
picked them didn't give color points a
thought. My whites have been beaten by
them and, believe me, color points had
nothing to do with it. They were good
enough in other qualities and didn't need
color points. To me, this proves one
th'ing. That our marked and colored birds
have been improving steadily without ex
tra point considerations.

Personally, I can't believe we have as
much of a problem as some people seem
to think. If we discuss it with our friends,
and at club meetings, and between clubs,
we might find that it is quite easy to
work things out. These things come up
between fanciers of all breeds but the
Fancy has survived and, in fact, has
never been healthier.

I am not the only one who sees things
in this way. Let me pass on to you
some of the thoughts of other fanciers:

Rod Hatcher, page 70, The Fantail
Handbook "We must first breed the
proper typed Fantail, and think about
the color second. Type and action f'irst,
color second".

JOOn Bolton. page 91, The Fantail
Handbook "The main thing to bear in
mind first in Fantails is type. The Mas
ter Breeder Hanson and highly skilled
Robinson, set solid foundations for type
in both their strams. Unfortunately, 10
or 15 years ago there was a brief 'color
craze' on powdered silvers which caused
a temporary setback".

Rod Hatcher, page 104, The Fantail
Handbook "The Fantail is primarily a
bird of type and action. These come first.
Good color and marlGngs add much to
beauty. Yet, too much emphasis on color
has held back many a breeder".

Wendell Levi, page 315, The Pigecn
"Newly arising color patterns in a breed
are relatively easily fixed compared wi1h
type or head and body structure and of
fer an interesting field for one desiring
to create something new and not too long
to attain results".

There is probably some wording of the
Standard that could be changed. Still, no
matter what the change might be there
will always be those who do not agree.
This is the human element which we will
always have, even in our judging.

Wording Change? Clarification?
Re-Wrlting?

By HARRY L. LITTLE. St. Louis, Mo.
As Co-ordinator of the Fantail Special

Issue of the American Pigeon Journal, I
have received some interesting letters
and articles but none more interesting
than those of Dr. Raymond Ostrander, of
Sandwich, Mass., Bob McKee, of Vander
bilt, Pa., and Bud Hagan of Louisville,
Ky. Why do I consider them so? Princi
pally because they concern our Fantail
Standard of Perfection and suggestions
of a change in this Standard.

First, a little background musIc, if you
please. While in attendance at the an
nual meeting of the Great Lakes Fantail
Club, which was held in conjunction with
the National Young Bird Show in Louis
Ville, Ky., a suggestion was made that
there should be some changes made in
our Fantail Standard. Upon questioning
this, we were told that some of the word
ing, as used in the Standard, was just
not good grammar. As is usual in such
matters, the subject was turned over to
a committee for investigation and evalu
a~ion.

So, you see, there was no inteot to
mange anything but the wording in some
parts of the Standard. A complete re
writing of the Standard, or for that mat
ter, a simple clarification of the Stand
ard had never entered the picturel

Now, all of a sudden, we have had a
snowballing effect with suggest!ions that
vary from a simple wording change, to
clarification, to a complete re-writing of
that Standard. Why? It looks as though it
started with a lack of understanding,
with a simple problem of lack of com
munications!

It does no harm to periodically ap
praise our Standard to make sure it is
doing the complete job for which it was
designed, in faot, t1Us is as it should be.
However, we must use extreme caution
in making indiscriminate changes in a
product that has served the Fantail
Fancy so very well and which has
brought the Fantail to its present state
of popularity!

Over the years there has been some
changes in the Fantail Fancy. For ex
ample, the addition of several new colors
and the change in the name of the color
formerly known as powdered silver to
that of powdered blue. Along with this
we still have some of the same old prob
lems. What about disqualifications? The
Standard doesn't give specifics on dis
qualifications. What is an AOC? What do
you do when a black Fantail with one
white flight is shown in the splash
classes? However, these are not serious
problems. We have lived with this AOC
thing for years. Just about ·the time we
think we have it worked out, that every
body understands, another black With one
white flight shows up in the splash
classes.

Alright, what should we do? The most
logical thing to do would be to get a
committee together to update and clarify
the Standard! Preferably, one made up

(ContinUed on page 439)
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By HARRIMAN REARDON, Hudson, Mass.

Fantail Lofts, Home and Garage

Neat and Easy To Build Fantail Lofts

bought his first Fantails. It therefore
seemed to me that perhaps that the
greatest contribution I could make to this
special number would be to provide a pic
ture of these newer lofts and tell some
thing about their construction and U3e.

Starting from the ground up in build
ing this breeder loft known as the North
Loft, I secured some discarded utility
pole crossarms for posts and for the
frames on top of the posts upon which
the loft stands tv'lenty inch3s above the
ground in front but of course less in the
rear as the ground slopes.

Although these crossarms had originally
been impregnated with creosote I brush
ed on two or three additional coats and
dipped the ends in creosote as a further
protection.

Holes were dug so the posts would go
down below the frost line and the frame
on top of the posts was cut to extend
eight inches beyond the loft to serve as
a bracket to support the sun porch, 32"
x 48" by 3872" high. The outside mea
surements of the frame on top of the
posts exclusive of the eight inch exten
sions serving as brackets for the sun
porch is seven feet wide by four feet
deep, exactly the size of the framework,
floor and sub floor of the loft which al
lows the sides of the loft to project %"
beyond the frame upon which the loft
stands.

The floor of the loft which I have said
is 4' by 7' is made of 5/8" plywood nail
ed to a 2" x 3" frame laid flatside down
with 2" x 3" cross members 1712"
apart. A sub floor nailed to the bottom
made of %" exterior plywood has 12"
holes bored in it to make possible the
circulation of enough air to avoid dry
rot in the space above.

The loft is 4' 6" high in front and 3' 6"
high in the rear with a 6" overhanging
roof front and back and a 272" overhang
on each end.

The two ends are obtained by taking
a piece of exterior plywood 4' x 8' and
3,4" thick then measuring up from one
end 472" on one side and 372" on the
other side and cutting the piece in two
on the diagonal line from one point above
mentioned to the other. This gives the
two ends of the loft.

The back is obtained by sawing 1072"
off the end of a 4' x 8' piece of exterior
plywood %" thick and then sawing 6"
off the long side of ·the larger piece. The
small door to the sun porch can be made
from the 1072" x 4" piece and the long
6" pieces can be used in the froot. The
la'rge piece 7' x 1 112" long and 3%' high
na'ils on to the two ends in the back and
to the floor frame.

When it has been decided upon which
end of the loft you want the sun porch
a door 10" wide and 12" high is cut out
(4" from the front and 1" above inside
floor level) leading to the sun porch. The
floor of the sun porch which is covered
wHh %" hardware cloth is on the same
level as the floor of the loft. The sides
and top of the sun porch are covered

. with 1" chicken wire.

only one side is clear and free of knots)
and the thicknesses needed in each case.

The result was an attractive loft that
could be built for the least amount of
labor with almost no waste and which by
years of experience I had found to be
most efficient and convenient.

Since then many people have been at
tracted by the loft and it has been du
plicated by such eminent and seasoned
Fantail breeders as Raymond Ostrander,
Guy Lambert and Dan Doyle (the latter
connected with the telephone company in
the management end of COt1struction re
ferred to it as the best engineered pi
geon loft he had ever seen which shows
that the advice I received from my
architect friend was evident in the final
product).

When Gerald F. Champ wrote me to
see if I would write something for the
December 1968 APJ Special Fantail Is
sue, I recalled several cases where I
loaned information about building this
loft to people new to pigeons and new to
Fantails and they went right ahead while
the iron was hot and built a loft and be
came fanciers whereas without the means
of proceeding easily they might have
cooled off and never have joined the fold.
One man I think more or less set a re
cord. He worked Saturdays and had Mon
days off. Late on a Friday evening he
saw my lofts and birds by floodlight. Sa
turday he ordered the materials for du
plicating my breeder loft. Sunday and
Monday he built the loft and Tuesday

Loft in left foreground next to tool house is referred to as the West loft in the
article by Mr. Reardon, loft at the right is South loft used for breeders, loft at ex
treme rear Is the North loft and loft in between is for young birds, also used for
cocks after matings are broken up at end of breeding season. (Only end of fly pen
shows in picture.) For complete explanation see article by Harriman Reardon.

Since I wrote ·the article on Fantail
lofts which appeared in the March 1961
American Pigeon Journal Special Fan
tail Issue, I have built two more lofts;
one an additional breeder loft almost an
exact replica in size and plan as a loft
made by converting a 2-family Bantam
house when I was starting with Fantails,
(the only difference being the addition of
972" x 1772" plate glass windows under
the end shelves and the use of plywood
instead of matched boards), and the
other the same in sIze but with a different
interior arrangement and with corres
ponding changes in the window and door
measurements for use in housing young
stock, females when the sexes are se
parated after the breeding season or
spare females during breeding seascn.

When I decided to build the first of
these two lofts I consulte<! a long time
friend who was an architect to see what
I would need for framing. He figured by
using plywood and plycore I would need
little framing except for the floor, one
roof rafter in the center, and the door
posts. He also figured where I would
need exterior plywood, regular plywood
and where I could economize by use of
plycore (cheaper than plywood because

Note by Editor: - Due to continue<!
interest in building these attractive Fan
tail lofts this article, which appeared in
both the March 1961 and December 1968
Fantail Special Issues, is being reprinted
in this issue.
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Two pieces of plyscore 4' x 8' and
5/8" thick should be purchased for the
roof and then 32" should be cut off the
end of each piece. The two large pieces
will make the roof 90 lh" long and 64"
from front to back and the two smaller
pieces will make the nest ends and parti
tion between the nests on the interior.

The nests referred to are 20" deep and
18" high placed against the center rear
of loft. Stock nest fronts obtainable
from APJ advertisers at a reasonable
figure button in at the kant of the nests.

At each end between the ends of the
nests and the ends of the lofts there is a
shelf 16" wide and 17" above the floor
running from front to rear of loft.

Under the nests is a 5lh" crawl space
for squeekers or birds new to the loft
needing protection from aggressive loft
mates. With Fantails I have found this
is seldom needed so I have this closed
off with plywood pieces buttoned in place
cootaining several half inch holes to vent
the space and prevent dry rot.

In building the front of the loft there
is a Ilh" x 2lh" upright in center and
one 21 Va" to each side. These uprights
are set out %" in front of floor to save
room inside the house and save a facing
board in each case. Between these up
rights and the 1% " verticle strip at each
end of dle front there is a plate glass
window 9lh " x 17lh" above a 6" bottom
board and then another 6" board above
which is a 17lh" x 22" plate glass win
dow, then a Ilh" board across the en
tire length above which are four ventila
tor openings 6" high and I7lh", 2134"
and 1734" wide respectively above which
is a 3" board next to the roof boards.

In the door openings there are wire
doors made of stock % "thick and I%."
wide and there are screens made of the
same sized stock covered with a glass
substitute that fits in the doors in stormy
or windy weather.

The two end ventilating windows un·
der the 6" overhanging roof have ply
wood shutters that button in in case of
blizzards or hurricane weather and the
tWo center spaces have similar shutters
except that in the center of each there
. an adjustable ventilator.

The back of the ventilating window is
covered with lh" hardware cloth nailed
to the inside of the studs. The space be-

een this wire and the front of the 34"
strip against which ventilator shutters
about makes a shelf handy upon which
In put your feed can when you have
In open the door and the other hand

dsthe water dish. I always keep a
spoon on ,this shelf to use for clearing
£if the gravel or sand that gets in be
tween the door and the door jamb and
which might warp the door if door was
forced shut when buttoned.

In passing I think I might as well note
that plate glass vendors usually have
small pieces of glass they are glad to cut

,. sell reasonably. These make a house
very attraotive as you can see all the
birds all the time to the greatest ad
yantage but low cost glass substitutes
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can be used if every penny counts and
you want to cut corners.

I use sheet steel metal roofs but here
again other materials could be substituted
although in that case thicker plycore
might be desirable for boarding in the
roof.

Before I start to speak about the loft
used for housing young stock or spare
birds of one sex, I think I should speak
aibout the use of the sun porch other than
for a place to set the bath pan (so any
water overflowing will go through the
cellar window wire and keep the loft
itself dry).

A nesting material rack is placed in
the center of the rear half of the sun
porch, containing pine needles. It has a
cover that keeps the needles from get
ting wet and which serves as an ideal
place for the birds to mate as the males
wings cannot hit anything that will knock
him off and prevent him from fHling the
egg when mating.

This rack was made from left-overs
and here are the measurements in case
you want to build one. Take two pieces
of plywood 10" wide and 11" high. Be
ginning 1" down from top draw a line
to the center of the bottom on each side
and apply a 1" cleat -inside the line on
both sides. Then I" up from the bottom
of the V on each side naU on a slat 21h "
wide, then leave a 2" space and above
that attach a 2" slat then leave another
2" space and then apply the top slat,
all slats being about 1,4" thick. AU slats
are 1514" length making the overall size
of the nesting rack 12" x 18" when you
take into consideration the lip on cover
made of 3,4" stock 1%" deep.

Incidentally, before 1 forget it there
are two things I want to mention that
may prove helpful to anyone building
such a loft. In ordering the 2" x 3" ma
terial I think you will find it will cut to
the best advantage if you buy one 2" x 3"
and 18' in length, one 16' in length,
two 14' in length and one 8' in length.
The other thing I'd stress is the import
ance of applying something like Wood
life to the edges of the subfloor where
water might seep back and cause rot
and to be sure and apply a filler before
painting so the plywood grain will not
show. Speaking of painting you don't
have to paint the interior but it adds a
lot to the attractiveness of the loft. I put
on a coat of primer and then a coat of
exterior trim which being enamel-like is
easy to wash.

Now in regard to the other loft known
as the West Lofts. As already suggested
it ·is the same in construction except
for the interior arrangement and front
measurements.

Through the years I have found that
maintaining %" of fine gravel on the
floor of the lofts made cleaning very
easy by using a rubber rake with tines
%" apart and raking the droppings off.
(I use an old fashioned sink scraper to
scoop up droppings when raked in pile.
By shaking my hand slightly any sand or
gravel goes through the holes in sink

scraper leaving just the pigeon droppings
to go into pail.)

In contemplating this last mentioned
loft I feel that its capacity would be in
creased if I put shelves on three sides of
the loft with a provision for =%." of fine
gravel or coarse sand on each shelf to
be raked off periodicaUy the same as on
the floor of this and the other lofts.

The top of each shelf is 22 1,4" above
the floor and the width of the end shelves
17 5/8" and the rear shelf 18". A 2" x
3" piece rabbetted out to hold the bot·
tom of the shelf with %" space above
the shelf bottom to the top of the 2" x
3" which also acts as the edge of the
shelf, runs from the front of the loft to
the rear at the right and left of the doors
and a similar 2" x 3" piece connects
the two side shelves. Opposite the 2" x
3" shelf supports there are light cleats
to the ends and back of the lof,t to support
the other sides of the shelves. These
shelves incidentally support and stiffen
the structure just as the nests and shel
ves do in the breeder loft and that is one
reason why a 2" x 3" roof rafter in the
center of the loft and the framing in the
front is all that is needed. The framing
of the front of this West Loft is about
the same as on the breeder loft except
that t.!}e door posts are 1 5/8" wide and
the doors 21 %" wide and 39 14" high.
Beneath the door is a bottom board 4lh "
wide above which at each end ·there is a
plate glass window 15 % " high and
16 5/8" wide between the door posts and
the 1%" verticle strip on each end.
Above these lower windows there is a
6" board topped by windows 16 5/8" wide
and 17" high which are again topped
with a board Ilh" wide across the entire
front. Between this last mentioned board
and the board 2 9/16" wide next to the
roof boards there are four ventilator
spaces the same as on the breeder loft
only 16 5/8", 22" and 16 5/8" wide.

Some people understandably prefer a
pigeon loft they can enter. PersooaUy, J
like the lofts as pictured for the follow
ing reasons:

They are off the ground as a protection
against rats.

They bring the birds up to nearer eye
level where they can be seen to the
best advantage.

They make doing the work easier and
you don't have to breathe a lot of dust
as in an enclosed loft.

Not having to walk into the tof.ts you
do not track the droppings on your shoes.

Your friends and fellow fanciers who
might not like to go into an enclosed loft
and get all dusty and get their shoes dirty
will enjoy viewing the birds close up in
clean neat little lofts like these.

Being smaN and tight on thTee sides
with an air space between the floor and
sub floor water is much slower to freeze
in cold weather.

With loflts like these the birds are much
tamer than if confined in larger lofts
where you walk in. Also easier to pick
up.

(Continued on page 440)
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As Adopted by Central·Fantail Club of America

Standard of Perfection For Fantails

Head: - Small. fine. neat and snaky,
free from peak or shelL

Beak: - Thin. and of medium length.
the upper mandible slightly curved at the
tip. Flesh color in whites. saddles, reds.
and yellows; black In blacks. and blues;
horn color in silver. black or horn color
in powdered silver and duns.

Beak Wattle: - Small and fine In text
ure.

Eyes: - Dark hazel or bull. with fine
flesh-colored cere in whites and saddles;
pear or orange. with fine dark-colored cere
in blacks and blues; orange or pearl. With
fine flesh·colored cere in reds and yellows;
pearl or orange. with fine drab·colored
cere In sllvers; pearl. red or orange with
fine dark cere in powdered silvers; orange.
with fine drab-colored cere in duns. In
blacks. blues, silvers, and powdered &11
vel'S peari eyes are preferred.

Neck: - Thin. nicely curved and taper
ing well off as it approaches the head.

Length of Neck: - Corresponding with
length of back. so as to enable the head
to rest closely at the base of the cushion.

Points allowed for above qualities .... 10
Body: 1. Small and round like a ball

when viewed from any angle. showing a
graceful curve from chest to feet. (A bal
anced medium-sized bird, however Is pre
ferred to a small bird deficient In other
important qualities.)

2. Chest: - Shape round like a ball.
carrying out rounded contour of body.

3. Back: - Appearance of being slightly
hollowed in center. Length of back: In
proportion of length of neck. enabling the
head to re&1: closely at the base of the
cushion.

4. Rump: Of sufficient size and
strength to balance the tall evenly.

Points allowed for body __ 20
Cushion: - Full and massive. the feath

ers at the front and back extending well
up the tall feathers.

Tall: - Slightly concave. and circular
closely filled with long. broad. evenly-set
feathers. well overlaplng each other.

Points allowed for cushion and tall .... 20
Legs: - Moderately short. not stiltYl set

well 'apart and forward so as to contorm
with the curve of the body line but with·
out the appearance of buckling. Free from
feathers below the hocks.

Feet: - SmalL fine and neat.
Color of Legs and Feet: - Bright red.
Points allowed for feet and legs 15
Carriage and Motion: - The bird should

walk in a jaunty manner on its tip-toes
with its head thrown back In a graceful
Manner. and restln!l" with ease closely In
the center at the base of the cushion.

Chest: - Full and round like a ball.
Apparent upheaving of the chest when
bird Is in motion.

Wings: - Neat. closely fitting the body
with winz butts well hidden so as to pre
f,~rve an over-all apoearance of roundness
of the bird and with £I1ghts tight and not
J~ose. just clearlnr" the lowest tail feathers.
~lmo&1: meeting a the tips. and not break·
j n.~ away from the general line of the
wings.

Tail: - Carried 'well up. not being allow·
I'd to drop or to incline forward. with as
much too-tall as possible showing above
the chest.

Points allowed for carrla<!e and motion 25
Plumage: - Hard and fight fitting .
r,oior: - Pure whIte In Whites.
Blacks: - Jet black throughout, free

f':om rustiness. or a checkery appearance.
pnd covered with a rich. beetle-green
lustre.

Blu"s: - Clear. sound lavender blue,
.tree from sootiness or bronzlngs. and with
no inclination to run light on the rump
"r breast. The feathers on the neck and
t.hroat should be covered with an Iridescent
metallic sheen. The win!! and tall bars
0ho1lld be black and well-defined. The tall
f~athers should be edged all around with
the same shade as the body color.

Checkers: - Checkers Is a pattern. Pat
t"rn varies with the amount of dark color
nigment showing on top of the light pll/
mel,t base color. The checker oattern Is
made UP of dark and light shades of the
~'1me color. The light color appears as a
"T" on the wing covert feathers.

Duns: - A soft even shade of a dull red
(llsh brown. without any tendency to a pur
Die or bluish tint. The feathers upon the
n~ck and throat should be covered with an
irldescent metallic sheen.
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Grizzles: - Gray or &1:reaked with gray.
appears streaked with white. a peppery
combination of the base color and white.
Grizzling effect to be most noticeable upon
the body. shoulder. neck and head, while
it is nearly absent on the wing and tail
bars. Head and neck should have a frost
like appearance. Faults: Too much white
or other basic color upon the body. neck.
head and shoulders.

Powdered Silvers: - A neutral silver
gray on body. wings and tall, but with no
tendency towards cream. yellow or purple
color. and having the appearance of bemg
very lightly flecked

J
b'ut not checkered.

with powder. The leathers on the neck
and throat should be slightly darker than
the body and covered with an iridescent
metallic sheen comparable to the luster of
burnished silver. The neck and throat, like
the body, wings and tail. should be free
of cream. yellow or purple color. The wing
and tail bars should be of a nluch darker
shade than the body. dun or black being
permissible. and well definoo. The tail
feathers should be edged all around with
the same shade as the body color.

Reds: - Even shade throughout of clear,
rich. bright chestnut. free from sootiness
or any tendency to a bluish or plum tint.
Th~ feathers upon the neck and th"oat
should be covered with an Iridescent mE'tal·
lIc sheen.

Silvers: - A soft shade of a light silver,
with no tendency to a creamy color. The
feathers upon the neck and throat ~hould
be covered with an iridescent metallic
sheen. The wing and tall bars shoulrt be
black and well defined. The tail feathers
should be edged all around with the same
Ilnt as the body color.

Yellows: - Even shade throughout of
rich. bright. golden yellow with no lend
ency to run llght on the rump. The feath
ers upon the' throat and neck should be
covered with an Irlde&'Cent metallic sheen.

'Polnts allowed for color and plumage 10
Markings (Saddles only): - The wings

should be marked evenly. the ten outside
feathers being white, the rest. including
the covert Or scapular feathers, to be
colOI'd; the body excepting the back. to be
whitej in the barred varieties, the wing
bars to be clear and distinct.

'Points allowed for saddle markings 10
Fantails are to be judged by compari

son. To assist judges in assigning propor
tionate values to the various desirable
qualities. point values are listed. General
requirements are the same for all colors
and markings. and total 100 points. An ad
vantage of 10 points may be allowed for
excellence In plumage color of self and
barred classes. (There Is no allowance for
color in whites and AOC's.' Also an ad
vantage of 10 points may be allowed for
excellence in markinE'. and 5 points for
color. when patterns are involved. as in
saddles and tall and body marks.

New Colors Added To Standard
Description

Grizzle: - Websters dictionary lists Griz
zle to mean; gray, or streaked with gray.
such as gray hair. This meaning be&1: dis
cribes the perfect Grizzle. The marking
appears streaked with white. a peppery
combination of the base color and white.
In the correctly marked Grizzles. the feath
PI'S have a frostllke. or frosted appearence.
The ratio of the basic color to white varies
in different birds and their appearence
varies according to the amount of the
base color In combination with White. An
~venly distributed uniform grizzling Is
desired.

The Grizzle factor can be Introduced to
all colors and markinp."s. It can also be
bred in combination with other factors
s'Joh as dilute. pOWdered, and others. A
sub-variety if the Grizzle marldnp." Is th"
Stork Mark. This is a pure (homozgous)
Grl7.z1e. which appeares almost white ex·
ceot for the colored white flights and ter
minal bar on the tall. These areas show
thp, baolc color of the bird.

r.h"ckcr: - Checker Is a pattern. The
CI1eckpr pattern varies with the amount
of dal'k color pigment showing on top of
th~ light T)lgment base color. The com
bination or clark colored feathers arran"en
on too of tho light ~und color Is what
makes the oattern. appearing as a check
pr board. hence the name. Checker or
Chpck. '

The Checker pattern Is made up of dark
and light shades of the same color. The

light color appears as a "T" on the·. wing
covert feathers. The light color shades
along the feather quill and spreads out'
as it reaches the end of the covert feath
ers. forming a light shading in a "T" pat
tern. Checkers can be bred in all the
known colors. and in combination with
other factors. The terminal bar on the tail
found on Blue. Silver, Black. and Dun
Checkers is not present on the Ash Red
and Yellow Checkers.

Splashes: - The term "Splashed" desig
nates a disorderly patch-work mixture of
white and another color. It is difficult to
set down a specific di&'Criptlon on what a
Splashed Fantail should look like. because
of the varying patchwork pattern. Birds
that are basically all white with a few dark
feathers In their color make uo. should
not be judged in the Splash class. nor
those that are all one of the other colors
with"a few white feathers. These are not
Splashed Fantails. but are mismarked, and
should be shown in their proper color
class. By no meanS should the Splashed
cla&'s become a "catch-all" for mismarked
Fantails.

The Splashed markinj! can be bred In all
known colors and markings. and in com
bination with the various color altering
factors. The color patterns will show up
on Splashed Fantails if the colored area
Is large enough.

Ash Red Bar: - The body and wing
shield should be ash or ,gray in color.
shading to a claret or wine colored red
on the lower breast. neck. and head. Dis
tinct. deep. red bars are desired. 01' wine
color Iridescence Is desired on the neck
hackle. The tail Is Ash or gray in color,
and la~ks the terminal bar. The term
"Mealy" refers to Ash Red Bar with the
presence of the Sooty factor.

Ash Red T-Pattern and Checker: - The
identical patterns in the blue series. The
combination of red colored feathers ar
ranged on top of the ash ground color
produces the pattern. The T-pattern ap
pears darker or more red in color with les'S
ash under color showing. The Checker is
lighter in color. especially on the wing
shield where the Checker board pattern
is found. In both patterns the head. neck.
and back should be a rich. claret or wine
red color. The under-body and the tail is
ashy gray. The tail lacks the terminal bar.
Wine red iridescence Is desired on the
neck hackle.

Ash Yellow Bar: - Dilute of Ash Red.
Bar Pattern. the under-body Is a&'h or
gray in color, shading to a rich. golden
yellow on neck and head. The 'wlnll shield
should be a light ash yellow with deep,
rich gold bars. Iridescent gold du&1: Is de
~;red on the neck hackle. The term Cream
Bar refers to Powdered Ash Yellow Bar,
and Cream to Powdered Ash Yellow
Spread.

Ash Yellow T-Pattern and Checker:
Dilute of Ash Red, the under-body Is ash
or gray. shading to a rich, golden yellow
comin I<" up the br~ast and on up to the
neck and head. The same pattern as In
th~ Ash Red T-oattern ancl Ch~cker. Herp
al(aln. the combination of yellow colored
f"athers arranged on top of the Ash Yel
low !?,round color produces the pattern on
the win!". The T·oattern appears darker.
or mOre yellow In color. with less ash
under-color showill"'. The Check~r is 11,,/1t
er In color especially on the wing shield
where the checker board oatt'!rn is loca
t"c1.. In both patterns the breast. head. and
nQ~k .0l1ould be a rich. golden yellow. Iri
descent gold dust i&' desired on the neck
hackle. The tail Is a soft ash yellow and
lack the terminal bar.

Indl"o: - The genetic Indigo factor can
be Introduced to all colors and In com
hlnatlon with all known color alterin" fac
tors. The factor can al&'O be expressed In
t.he complete ran e-e of patterns. Including
Bar. T-oat..tern, Chpcker. anrl Spread .

Indigo Bar: - The correct color Is simu
1,,1' to the standard blue bar. but with
bronze bars. Deep, rich bronze bars are
d.o~lred.

lncliv.o T-Pattern: - Bronze bodv color
··'m'llar to the color of the bronze Schiett!
Modena. A bright. rich. bronze Is desired.

tndilto Checker: - Bronze body color
""th checker pattern on wing shield. Blue
wln.v. fllghts and tall.

Indj"o SPread: - Andaluslan is the term
",ivon tf'> the Indigo factor in combination
with '~"hll" bJ:lJe or Black. An even shade
"f minn'"h~ hllte <lver t.h~ entIre hoclv.
h"o(l. and tall Is desired. but the wings
u-uallv aot1~ar If,,hter with dark blue edg
in" on each feather.

Almond: - J' a factor which alters any
color it is intro,:uced to. producing flecks
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By WILLIAM DIEMER, Brighton, Mich.

"The New Ones" In Fantails

of Black on a rich, dark, yellow ground
color. simular to the color of the Almond
nut, hence the name. Flights and tail
feathers should contain three colors, the
yellow ground color, along with Black and
White. The black flecking should be spread
out evenly over the entire birds body.
Many different factors combined with the
Almond factor are needed in each birds
color make UP to produce the ideal Al
mond. For this reason birds in the Almond
class will vary considerable in color and
marj<ing. It should also be kept in mind
that the Almond changes some what in
color with each moult.

Powdered Silver: - Dilute BIue. Powd
ered, Is a very soft pa;tel color compared
to the color of talcum powder or ground
lime stone. The wina bars and terminal
tail bar should be as dark as po;'Sible to
give the bird contrast in marking. The
rolor of the neck hackle should be a shade
or two darker than that of the over all
color of the body and tail. Some birds will
5110w a small amount of light, very soft
silver iridescence on the neck hackle. A
crescent shaped area of light iridescent
I!old usually appears around the lower
front n~ck hackle in the area of the crop.

Note: - The above de;'Crlption of
Powdered Silver is the suggested descrip·
tion of that color offered by Don Buhr. It
ha, not as yet been accepted by the Fan
laB clubs of America.

Wording Change? Clarification?
(Continued from page 435)

of a member, or two if necessary, of all
the major Fantail clubs of the United
States and Canada. Still we must remem
ber that no matter what is done to the
Standard, it will not solve the whole prob
lem. I have said it before and Will say
it again, There are probably as many
different interpretations of the Standard
as there are people that read it. We all
see things just a little differently. Maybe
this isn't so bad. If this wasn't so, all the
men of the world would be pursuing the
same woman. I'm sure this wouldn't
work out as there would be an awful lot
of unsatisfied women!

One of the problems of most concern
to me is ,the one pertaining to marked
birds, tail-marks, saddles and body
marks. What advantage should they have
over a white or an AOC which impose
no added problems of marking and color
upon the breeder? What about the barred
Fantails? The Standard simply states,
"An advantage of 10 points may be al
lowed for excellence in plumage color
of self and barred classes. (There is no
allowance for color in whites or AOC's.)
Also an advantage of 10 points may be
aUowed for excellence in marking, and
5 points for color when patterns are in
volved, as in saddles and tail and body
marks." Does this mean that a white or
an AOC, right from the start, has a 5
to 15 point handicap?

As you might or might not know, I am
a tail-mark breeder. It would be a plus
in my favor to receive an extra 5 to 15
points the moment I set a tail-mark down
in the walking pens. Still, there are many
of us who have always been under the
impression that marking and color are
secondary considerations and that first
and foremost the bkd must be a good
Fantail!

To support this theory, let me quote an
aIticle that appeared in the 1961 Fan
tail Special. It was written by Robert
Kingkinger and the late John Bolton,
two of the Fantail Fancy's finest, entit
led, "Study and Comparison of Fantail
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Points". (Page 106, Pgh. 5) "Require
ments for type and actioo are exactly
the same for all colors and markings."
(These) "Impose an extra problem on
the breeder and if type and action are
equal, a well colored or marked bird may
receive consideration beyond say a white
or an AOC where the breeder has no
color or marking problems. This does not
mean that a bird of splendid color and
or marking can be placed over a white or
AOC of better type and aotJion."

Maybe you are muttering and saying to
yourself, "But that is just an opinion."
Yes, it is, but our Standard, our judg
ing, in fact our whole system is based
upon opinion. There are many others
whose feelings echo the thoughts of Bob
Kingkinger and John Bolton. For only a
few of these, let me refer you to Bud
Hagan's article, "Color In Fantails".

Yes, I do feel that there were times
when a tail-mark could have been Grand
Champion if it had had an advantage of
5 to 15 points with which 10 start. Then,
why do I look at it in this way? Simply
because I feel that if this advantage is

It seems that most articles are writ
ten about people ,that have been breed
ing FantaHs for 20 years or more and
never on the new breeders of the last
10 years even if they seem to be doing
exceptionally well.

There is a new image taking place in
Fantail breeders. One of the most import
an,t parts of that image is that most of
the good, new breeders have four differ
ent colors or more and are doing well
and improving every year. I'll name 10
of these breeders that I know in North
America.

1. Jerry Robitaille of Windsor, Ont.,
Canada, who breeds tailmarks, whites,
bodymarks, and splashes. Robitaille is
usually second ,to the great Harry Little
and as of 1976 is taking a couple of firsts.

2. Jerry Macerolla from Guelph•. Ont.,
Canada, has blacks, silvers, blues, and
whites. At the 1977 National in Dayton,
Jerry had best young black cock, second
in silver young hen and placed very well
in 80% of what he showed.

David Cox in Pontiac, Mich., has sil
vers, blues, blacks, saddles, and whites,
and in 1977 or 1978 will be one of the
best in the country.

4. Steve May in Iowa, has silvers, blues,
saddles, duns, bodymarks, and about 10
other colors. The results of his 14 or so
colors are obvious if you look at the
Central show reports in the 'last two
years.

5. Leon Stephens in Calif., must have
every color of Fantail there is, and in
the showroom his birds do what we all
like to see, "win".

6. Gus Waldusky, Calif., everybody
thought that Gus had powdered blues.
Well he not only wins with powdered
blues, but at the Central in 1976, he won
Champion saddle. He also has cream

given to marked, ba·rred and colored
birds, we will stalt to breed too seriously
for these considerations. In my mind,
the quality of these birds would start to
decline and before too long they would
be back in a world where they could no
longer compete. Oh yes, we would have
beautiful markings and color but possibly
very little else.

This subject was brought up at the Cen
tral Fantail Club's annual meeting at
Lincoln, Neb. The majority of those pres
ent agreed with this point of view. Still,
if after alI is said and done, and it is
decided that marking and color should
have such an advantage, I will do my
very best to produce the most perfectly
marked tail-marks you ever saw and of
a color that will knock your eyes out!

Coordinator's Note: - As you can see,
there is a difference of opinion expressed
in the articles of these fanciers but, sur
prisingly, they all come to essentially the
same conclusion, Yes, the Fantail Stand
ard could be clarified but as to a com
plete re-writing of the Standard, definitely
and emphatically No!

and mealy Fans.
7, Jim Mitchell in the Baltimore, Md.,

area has saddles, whites, blues, silvers,
blacks, powdered blues. and in the East
ern Fantail Club area in the last three
years has won several classes and in dif
ferent colors.

8. Bud Hagan and Cecil Noel in Louis
ville who have 12 different colors are
doing very weH. Hagan'S whites have
been winners for three years and his
other colors are doing well, especially
saddle and grizzle.

9. Rod Lysne in Ferryville, Wis., had
several colors of saddles, whites, silvers,
blacks, and duns. Rod also does his share
of winning at the Mid-America and Cen
tral.

10. Last but not least, William I. Die
mer, Brightoo, Mich., breeds from 16
colors. Whites, blacks, blues, powdered
blues. silvers, reds, yellows, almonds,
grizzles, splashes, duns, andalusians,
tailmarks, bodymarks. checkers, and four
different colors of saddles. Woo the 1976
National Yearling Grand Champion with
a white, Reserve Champion with a young
silver hen. At the National in Dayton,
1977, won best bodymark, best almond,
best silver, and Reserve ChamDion with
a silver at the National Young Bird show
in 1976.

In summary, we, "The New Ones" are
not going to let the old ones down. We
will endeavour to improve the "Queen of
the Fancy". I feel sure I can speak for all
10 in this article and aU "The New Ones"
in the world when I say, "Thank you"
for letting us into your hobby which has
given you much happiness and is sure
giving us ,the same. The rewaTds that all
of us get out of the "Queen of the Fancy"
cannot be put on paper, but inside we
all know.

Page 439



~""N;';~"'F~;~"A~;i~';ii';""l
:
S By DES SANDERS
: .
5 Sydney, N.S.W., Australia ;
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Before getting on with the malin pur
pose of this article I must thank your edi
tor Frank for the opportunity to write
this. As he has pointed out there are over
200 subscribers "down under" who are
keenly interested in the jottings of this
Joumal, and perhaps this column will
satisfy their needs.

Being ·the first al1tiole I would like to
outline to those of you who are not fa
miI.iar with our country, our own particu
lar set-up. Firstly, we have very strict
control on the ffiJportation of birds with
a view to preventing Newcastle,and
other associated diseases, which means
that we a,re absolutely banned from im
porting any pigeons. This results in fan
ciers having to improve what strains they
have by using their own know how. It
ailso means that we are denied many
breeds which are just not available here.
As a result if we would like to own these
we have to start on a massive program,
hoping, that if the OTOSses we make
might just give us what we are after. It
takes a master breeder to .improve his
stock, so how much harder it is for some
one to aim for a new ideal? This is not
In the realms of impossibHity as occa
siona:lly one does see the odd bird crop
up but it would need a lot of heart break
ing work.

Australia is a vast country and' most
clubs tend to flourish in the main cities,
with the larger clubs being in the capital
cities. This means that when you wish
to attend a show at these places it can
easily mean a trip of 500 miles or more,
and as a result, ,it foUows that most
fanciers rarely get to see .their counter
parts in other -states to f.ind out what is
going on. Unfortunately each staIte due to
its isolation tends ·to ,think about only
its own affairs, and is thus not ,in touch
with the feelings of aB. In the past, moves
have been made to bring all clubs into
an Australian organization whHst 9tlll re
taining their own autominy, but unfortu
natelyafter a few stumbling blocks, such
as the use of standard rings, the idea
seems ,to be forgotten. Although we are
tsolated geographically it should not be
thought that we feel ·inferior. From what
I have been able to gleen from visitors
and those who have travelled, it seems
that certain of our breeds are as good as
any, and would hold itheir own in world
company. To my knowledge most clubs
judge to the English Standard except in
·the utility breeds such as Kings which
are American in origin. AM major towns
and cities have an Agriculture Society
which cooduct a show once a year most
having a special section devoted to pi
geons. As well as these shows, clubs con
duottheir own annual and young bird
shows, these shows being held during the
winter months, April to August, and draw
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entries from 300 to 1500 depending on
,the size of the club.

As this column as to be about Austra
lian news I want to ask all those other
clubs especiaIJy those not in N.S.W. to
pass on to me any interesting stories so
that I can cover the whole of the coo
tinent. Most wi!'! realize that I am the
secretary of the Pigeoo Fanciers Society
of N.S.W. and I do not want this column
to be biased in any way to only my home
state. There are plenty of shows just now,
so how about a few of the results and
general club news.

Years ago 'through the APJ I made
some very good friends, some who have
been over here on holidays, and others to
whom I write, and I must say I am thank
ful for their friendship. I do not want to
turn this into a lonely hearts club, but
if any readers would like to drop me a
,line, then I would be wilrling to pass your
interests on to other fanciers here.

Proposed: An Almond Fantail Society
By JOHN R. STEVENS, Malibu, Calif.

Since the first of the year I have made
a concerted effort to contact Fantail
breeders who have been working with
the Almond. Visiting the lofts of Leon
Stephens, Treasurer of the Pacif.ic Fan
tail Club, I had the opportunity to view
an outstanding group of Fantails, which
included some excellent Almonds. Cor
responding with Rod Lysne, Sec.-Treas.
of the Mid-America Fantail Club, I gained
a greater insight into the many facets
of Almond breeding based on his many
years in the Fancy. Don Boor of Cresco,
Iowa, was most helpful in providing data
on the "Almond challenge" as an experi
enced Fantail breeder. During the early
months of the year I had the pleasure of
corresponding wi·th Ray La Fleur of
Ona:1aska, Wis. His Almonds are truly
handsome specimens of this color variant.

My purpose in submitting this short
commentary on the outstanding work
contributed by several fanciers ·in the
area of Almoods is to propose the estab
lishment of an "Almond Fantail Society".
Its prime purpose would be a means by
which fanciers interested in the almond
might exchange views and observations.
Should there be an encouraging response
I would be most willing to prepare a
quarterly newsletter which would include
·the names and addresses of all contribu
ting members; how many years they have
been working with the almond and per
haps listing alternate colors which have
proved to work well as mates for the
Almonds; devices to ,improve the yellow
ground and specific techniques to inten
sify ithe flecking; to name only a few
facets that cha:llenge us all. The new&
letter might include references to the
literature dealing with the Almond, as
J. W. Quinn's "Pigeon Breeder's Hand
book", Wendell Levi's ''The Pigeon", Rod
Hatcher's "The Fantail Handbook" and
an outstanding article by Tim Kvidera
of the Mid-America Fantail Club. Inter
ested fanciers are encouraged to contact:
John R. Stevens, 29135 Cliffside Drive,
Malibu, Calif., 90265.

In Memory of Joe Heslop
By RICHARD KRUEGER, Orange, Calif.
Did you know ·that I never bred Fan

tails? OK, I had a couple when I was a
kid. I know you're probably wondering
what's the guy going to tell us abqut
Fantails that we already don't know;
and doesn't even have Fans!

When I was about 12 years old, I lived
right around the comer from a very
noted Fantail breeder in Camornia, Joe
Heslop.

I first visited Joe in December 1949
and the first bit of pigeoo paraphernalia
was a pJ:emium list of the 1949 Pageant
of Pigeons Show, held in Glendale, that
Joe gave me. And Joe said, "Here, you
just missed a great pigeon show last
week-end".

I also got my first pigeon book from
Joe; "The Performing Tumblers" by W.
Brenner. I only wish now that I had Joe
autograph it for me!

I used to go over to see Joe and his
Fans quite regularly and one of the
things that sticks out in my mind, is this
can-Wiith-a-hole-in-it, that sat on Joes'
work bench in his garage. It had a wood
en handle attached ,to it, so as to mount
it in rus vice.

Then he would go into the loft and
catch a Fantail and bring it back to
the garage. He would. put the Fan in the
can so ·iJts head stuck threw the hole. Then
Joe would proceed to lace the tai,ls with
a string. This just fascinated me! I re
member years later, while 'in a conver
sation with Gerald Champ. Champ re
marked that, "Nobody could lace a tail
like Heslop."

He would lace a tail and leave them
ldke that until he took the bird out of rus
crate and removed the string just before
he put the Fan into the exhibit coop!

J,oe, wherever you are, you're not for
gotten!

Neat and Easy To Build Fantail Lofts
(Continued on page 437)

Well I guess that is about it. Back prior
to World War I when I first went into
business for myself my much older part
ner built a house at the shore to live in
about eight months of the year. He show
ed me the plans by a prominent Boston
architect and being somewhat familiar
with plans I looked them over and asked
my partner where the chimney was. He
said he didn't know plans too well but
he was sure it was there as an architect
of such eminence would never leave out
such an impor-tant feature. A check-up
however revealed the chimney was miss
ing on the plans.

If an architect of the standing of the
one employed by my partner could omit
a chimney, I am sure ·that it is possible
that in trying to use words instead of
blueprints I may have omitted something
so if any of you readers decide to build
a loft like one of these and you find you
need more inform8ition, just write. me
at my home: No.2, Brigham Street,
Hudsoo, Mass., 01749 and I'll try to give
you a prompt and dear reply.
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Questions
and Answers

By DR. JOHN T. ERVIN, 487th Medical Detachment (V.S.),
APO, ;New York, N.Y., 09102

Author -=- A Military Veterinarian stationed in Germany,
previously Secretary for Rare Breeds Pigeon Club for 3 years.

Eggs Not Hatching
Question: - I tl'ied the "Combination

Commercial Pigeon Mix" and it4id
great. I have a few questions I would like
answered, if you please. (1) I have a pair
of Homers who laid the first egg and it
was chalky and shrunk to the size of a
kernel of corn. Could it be egg binding?
The second egg was normal. (2) A pair.
of Helmets laid an egg and it had a hole
in it. They never laid the second egg.
(3) I have a pair of Gazzi Modenas and
when they lay their egg, only one, which
is not very often laid, it is gpne after
about the 5th or 6th day of incubation.
(4). I bought Home pigeons from a fan
cier and they were, so it appea~ed, heal
thy. But soon all the pigeons could
hardly fly and stayed on the floor, re
sulting in their death by an unknown
animal, I still don't know how it got in.
What could be wrong? (5) My Fantails
always lay eggs but they are also always
infertile. What should I do?My one loft
is tight arid one is airy and has a flight.
I feed a mixture of peas, soybeans,
wheat, milo, and some other wild bird
seed mixed in. I give water out of a
bath pan, which at times gets dirty, but
I change it morning and night. A little
rain gets through the roof and on the
floor but I can',t stop the leak. Please
answer my questions because I am a
juirlor and need some professional advise
for the health of my birds....... C. J., m.

Answer. No. 1. The first egg' perhaps
did not stay in the oV'iduct long enough
for the shell to be placed around the yolk,
it passed too quickly. Another possibility
is the egg shell gland was not funotioning
properly. Since the 2nd egg was O.K.,
perhaps the problem is solved. No: 2. I
think the egg with the hole may have
been caused by a toenail of the bird. Per
haps you should provide the birds with
some oyster shells, free choice, to help
strengthen the egg shell. If you removed
the first egg early it is possible the hen
was interrupted during her egg laying,
brooding cycle. Ybu should have repla~

the egg with a dummy egg. NO.3. Seems
to me you have a problem with rats, a
weasel, or a snake. In fact the hole you
mentioned in Question 2 may have been
caused by an animal who sucked the
contents out and at the sarne time fright-·
ened the hen so that she didn't lay but
one egg. No.4. Many times fanciers buy
healthy birds that become sickly after..
being in a new loft for a few days. TJiis
is due to the stress of the new envfoin- 
ment which' causes them to come doWn
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with a disease. I suspect your birds had
cocoidiosis and became "light", and were
visited upon by a weasel or rat..No'.· 5.
If your eggs do not hatch you need to,
open up a few to see what they look like
on the inside. After about 20 days if there
is no growth whatsoever then perhaps
the ma.Jes are infertile. If there is some
growth thoo one oan suspect death of the
embryo for some reason. Your problem
seems to stem from unwanted night visit
ors which could be disturbing the birds."
I suggest you vermin proof your loft to
get rid of the wild animals and in addi
tion, trim the vent area of both males and
females (Fantails) to increase fertility.
Good Luck. ,.
Egg Problems

Question: - My pigeons when ,they
lay, usually one egg is sterile and after
the other egg hatohes when the squab is
about three weeks old I find it dead in
the nest. Also my pair of Rollers. which
are 1 year old will lay a pair of eggs
but won't sit on them. - D. M., Mo.

Answer: .- Several possibilities exist
here; probably the birds are carriers of
a Salmonella infection and are passing
it on to the eggs, since one egg didn't
hatch and the other died at 3 weeks of
age, You failed to mootion:if the embryo
was developed in the unhatched egg. An
other possibility is the male may not be
at his peak fertility in late winter and
therefore the one. egg was not fertile.
Another possibility is one of the eggs
may have been chiUecl prior to the hen
becoming,broady, with the 2nd egg. I sug~

gest that you treat the birds with nitro
furozone (NF 180) in the drinking water
for seven to too days. As to why the pair
of Rollers will not sit on eggs after lay
ing, puzzles me. My thoughts on this dis
play, fall. in two areas. One, something
m'ay be· disturbing them, like mice, lice,
mites, etc. Two, they are obviously poor
.......................- i!I .,.

Answer These Questions
In correspondence for this column

pleaoo answer the following questions:
1. Loft size: Height, width, length.
2. ActUal floor space - do not in-

clude nests. .
3..Size of fly pen.
4. Type of litter used.
5. Type nests. and nesting material.
6. Number of breeding pairs (or total

birds In loft).
7. Type feed used. grains or pellets.

and feeding iXlhedule.
8. Do you belong to a pigeon club, or

show pigeons?

I
•.. 9'. How many perches. and nests?
• 10. Is the loft dark or well lighted?
: 11. KInd of pigeons raised? •
: 12. ·How lotlJl have you ratsed plgeone? ;..........._--_..__._ ,.. _._ .

parents incapable of caring for young and
should be disposed of. I note by your an
swers to my qlestions that you have two
small lofts approximately 4' x 3' each
and ,that you raise Homers, Rollers, and
Doves with 11 pigeons in all. I fear your
loft space is too small even though your
fly pen is considerable. You have loft
space in reality for about two pair in
each loft. The diet you feed your pigeons
'(rIce, popcorn, peas and wild bird seed)
may not be giving enough protein for
good hatchability. I suggest you feed a
good specia] pigeon grain mixture of at
least 14-15% available protein.

Cock Not Aggressive
Question: - After forty years of breed

iI1g and developing one particular variety
I have finally bred what I believe is a
super-specimen. This is a yellow Plain
Head Domestic Flight of such good qual
ity it shakes me up to see it. He is rich
in color, beautiful head neck and body,
his legs are perfect as is his proper tip
ping. My problem with him is ,that I can't
breed him in a room with other cocks.
He always loses his hen because he is
not aggressive enough. Last year his first
breeding season I raised three young
from him by keeping him in a coop full
-of hens and young only. I know that he
breeds and is. fertile but I have never
seen him coo! He does get into a bowl
and calls to the hens but never seems
to . coo! 1his year it is near impossible
for me to give him last season's copdi
tions. So I can't breed him unless I l:1elp
him another way. If you could give me
your valued help as to how to use any
testerone like' chemical to stimulate him
hormonally and make him aggressive
that would do it I believe. I have fed him
concentrated wheat germ but that is not
the help he needs. He is in perfect feath
er and perfect health. If he were not that
good standardwise I might not bother.
His young are very good although I had
no hand in choosing his mate. That had
to be a very sexy aggressive hen which I
no 'longer have. - A. R., N.Y.

Answer: - Congratulations on breed
ing a super pigeon, unfortunately in our
efforts for breeding type, color, and qual
ity we overlook some basic requirements
for reproductive ability. The poultry in
dustry has it over us in that reproductive
ability is one of their prime goals. Alas,
we are finding this out through personal
trials and errors. You may note that the
second breeding season may improve
the male, if not may I suggest that you
visit your local veterinarian and ask him
to treat your bird for lowered male libi
do, he will probably use 10 mg/rnl testo
sterone phenyl propionate in oil for in
jection. The dosage he can calculate for
you. Probably injection under the skin
of 'the neck will be the best site. Since
the hormone is in oi,l it will be slowly
absorbed. Only as a last resort would I
suggest using th'e hormone. As stated
above, the second year many times solves
the problem. .

Subscription $6 per year; 3 years $15.
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Sketch by H. P. Macklin, Pacific, Mo.

The Bare Neck Tumbler

the short side and unfeathered.
There are two kinds of Bare Necks. One

has the wings carried above the tail, the
other shows a dropped wing carried at
the side and beneath the tail. The latter
are very well liked and show a som~

what shorter leg. The colors are the same
in both varieties.

There is red with white-grey flights;
also with belly and undertail a white-grey
color. Mostly the color is red-fawn. Other
colors are not yet developed. The most
important feature, naturally, is the bare
neck characteristic. This barness starts at
the under'half of the head and reaches
down to the breast. The neck skin is
wrinkled in a longitudinal direction, coarse
appearing and lightly grained. The hens
usually show more bareness of neck than
do the cocks. The exposed neck skin is
dark brown to red in color"

In orossing Bare Necks with normal
feathered Ciung Tumblers the offspring
usually show a percentage of bare necks.
Transmittal of the featherless neck is al
ways intermediate when outcrossed. The
bare necked pigeons differ from the bare
necked chickens in that in the chickens
it is a dominate characteristic.

Personal Comment: The accompaning
illustratioo is of the Romanian variety of
Bare Neck Tumbler. The picture I have
of the Spanish variety shows a very in
tense color of yellow (deep color in the
flights also) and a white tail. The skin of
the neck is turkey-red and wilih the white
fluff showing at the base of the neck,
makes a rather startling contrast of
"ugly-prettiness". When these Bare Necks
stand at attention the whole neck right
down to the body is bare.

The Chmg Tumblers, which are refer
red to above, are on the order of the
Oriental RoUer pigeon. Practically the
same type with dropped wing a,nd colored
body with ofif-white flights and tail.

Probably part of the rareness of this
variety lies in the fact that most people
are repelled by so much exposure of the
red, crinkly, skinny neck. I just wonder
how these little fellows react to zero
temperatures?

I am under the impression that a few
pairs of the Bare Necks are in a Califor
nia loft. Don't ask me where, California
is a big place!

Hello again, to all fanoiers of this
grand old breed of pigeons. It is satisfying
to note that the club membership remains
in a healthy condition with a number of
new breeders. Last summer while visiting
Les Williams of black clean leg Twnbler
fame, I had the privelege of meeting
Arch Taylor. Arch is the secretary of the
Turbit Club in Britain. He had some very
nice birds including a few imported from
Phil Roof. The English are crossing the

'r••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~

i Turbit Topics I· .· .: By E. L. ZICKER :· .i Chico, Calif. i· .~ ~

the neck and reduces the shock to the
eye of its bareness. It formerly came in
red and yellow in selfs or white white
tails. The breed has become very rare
and only white tailed yellow is now found.
What colors other than red and yellow
occurred in the past is unknown. The bare
skin, which is of nonnal color when
covered by feathers, turns very red from
exposure to the sun. The eye is pearl with
flesh or pale"red eye cere. The nose cere
is powdery white.

In Spain the breed is rare to the prob
ably point of extinction. In a cross with
normal Tumblers, the first generation
(F-l) has the back of the neck bare of
feathers, while the throat and fore part
have a more or less profuse growth of
normal feathers covering a conic-shaped
area starting from the bottom and run
ning up towards the head, maintaining
absolute symmetry.

Following is the German translation on
the Romanian variety of the Bare Neck
Tumbler:

This variety was decrihed in a breeding
stock publication in 1899 but in spite of
this was not noticed until p.rof. Peterfi's
writings in 1952. The pigeon originated
from the Romanian Ciung-Twnblers. It
was bred main:Iy in Buka'rest and sur
rounding country.

The Bare Neck is a good highflyer.
They are medium sized and show a robust
body. The head is round with a relatively
highly arched forehead and always with
out crest. The beak is medium sized. The
eyes are pearl colored. Neck is mediwn
long. The tail slants dO\Vl1ward in line
With the back and has from 12 to 16 feath
ers. The legs are medium long, or, on

There Me two varieties of Bare Necked
Tumblers, one '~rom Romania and the
other ftrom Spain. The first originated in
Moldavia in the district of Muntenia,
Romania. AroWld 1900 and it may be de
scended from the Golosenia, an old Rus
sian Naked Neck pigeoo.

Except for the lack of neck feathers,
the breed is similar to the ash-red
Tshoong Twnbler (Ciung pe rosu). This
blliTe neck feature occurs in no other color
of the Tshoong Tumbler or in any other
Romanian breed.

In size the pigeon is small, 9 to 11
OWlCes. It is plain headed and clean leg
ged, the bare neck being the outstanding
feature. It comes only in red With ash
grey primaries, rectrices and tail coverts.
It is noteworthy that the Spanish Bare
Neck (Coil Pelat) also occures in this
same color as well as in yellow, its dilute.
The variety is not too popular in Ro
mania and is neglected so consequently
it is very rare there.

The Spanish Bareneck originated in the
Iberian peninsu1a, probably brought there
by the conquering Arabs <luring their
domination, which existed from the 8th to
:the 15th century. The Spanish name "Pi
geon of Barbary" (Paloma de Berberia)
supports this theory. The breed is first
mentioned in Spanish literatu're in 1910.
How the breed originated is not known.

The Spanish variety is an excellent fly
ing pigeon. The wings are always carried
upon the tail. Small, average weight 8 to
10 ounces and about 10 inches in length.
It is plain headed and clean legged and
the neck is entirely free of feathers. The
white base of the chest feathers fonns an
attractive white color or garland aroWld

:e ~

I The Rare Ones - Bare Necked Tumblers I. .
! By H. P. MACKLIN, Pacific, MOo i. :,. _ ..
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American type into their stock with great
success. In general a bird with somewhat
less reach seems to be preferred in Bri
tain.

This month I am pleased to write a
fe'w words about our club secretary, Pete
Valentine. Pete and Carol and their six
year-old daughter Jennifer live in Islip
Terrace on Long Island about 40 miles
from New York City. Pete breeds from
about six pairs of standard colored Tur
bits and from about four to six pair of the
rare colors. He uses flying type Flights
for feeders and reports ·that they seem to
stay with the youngsters longer than
most breeds. Pete also raises West of
England Tumblers.

Carol breeds and exhibits Lhaso Apsos
dogs. This is a breed fl10m Tibet which
is small in size and long coated. In ad
dition to the pigeon hobby Pete also en
joys sailing and fishing on Long Island's
Great South Bay. Pete is a self-employed
pamting contractor by pl"ofession.

While attending the annual club meet
in Odenton, Md., last January it was my
very great pleasure to meet and visit
with Pete. I hope that I will get the op
portunity to know him better.

r··_·_···_··_··_····~~:b~:~·····l

;.~ Views
By

i JOHNNIE BLAINE
:: Hutchinson, Kans..,. .
St. Louis Time

Time for making plans to go to the
Pigeon Fanciers Conference in St. Louis
is about due. It seems that more Tum
bler breeders are making it a yearly
date and we have quite a get-together
there. I am sure that if you have never
attended this affair that you would enjoy
the talks and discussions that are held
there. As far as I am concerned it has
advanced the understanding of different
groups of Fanciers ano has brought them
closer together. If you are the least bit
,interested in genetics, color breeding, or
just have an interest in pigeons it will
be well wol"th your time and trouble to
attend. See you there.
News From Gary

Gary Gammel says that he has several
young in the nest and has hopes of rais
ing some good ones this year. Genie,
Gary's daughter has had leg surgery and
is doing well, hope you are riding your
horse again Genie. We plan to visit Gary
and family and Dennis Rober·ts will be in
Des Moines that week-end also so the
Tumbler talk will be about three feet
deep then.
Bob Smith Moves

I seem to remember that last month I
said I didn't have Bob's new address but
iii case you are wondering it is 245 Ver
bena Lane, Brea, Calif., 92621 or call
him at 714-933-5439. Bob has been very
busy getting new lofts into production
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but has fifteen banded from the first
round and by now should have a batch of
good ones out.
Henry' Report

Henry Jaeger has his final report to
the committeemen of the National Cham
pionship Committee. Henry gives a run
down of the Baltimore show and says as
I feel that a lot of problems were ironed
out and the only way now is up. Russ
Schoen is the Chairman for the 1977 show
and please give him your support and
help with this show. The host club will
be the Western Tumbler Club and the
show will be held in Dayton, Ohio, Jan
uary 6, 7, 8 (I think). This promises to
be a great one so try to attend and see
the world's finest collection of Tumblers
on exhibit. New clubs and old clubs make
up the list of committeemen for the NCTS
committee. They are: ABBC, Bill Meyer;
MTCA, Ray Kirchen; PTC, Bob Smith;
ETC, Henry Jaeger; WTC, Russ Schoen;
CTC, Charlie Sheetz; USBC, Johnnie
Blaine; ATC, Felix Sablack; Phoenix TC,
Jim Bush; Utah TC, Dennis Stay; Badger
State TC, Joe Pozorski; Michigan TC,
Paul Budnick; Canadian (ETCC) Robert
Wilson. Heap lots of luck Russ.
Jim Bush

Jim Bush, Sec. of the United Self and
Barred Club has sent out the latest ballot
for judges and if you haven't voted and
mailed it .in please do so. J1m reports
eleven new members in this bulletin so it
looks as if the Self and Barred club is
growing by leaps and bounds.
Jim Wilson Visits

From time to time I am woke up early
in the morning by Jim Wilson already an
hour or so into his work day and I never
mind getting up and talking Tumblers
anytime. Jim says he has some nice
balds and Black selfs.
Bob Baruth

Bob Baruth says his Black Beard Muff
project is coming along fine and hopes to
have some ready for the showroom in a
couple years. Bob is still working on the
Yellow Muffs and is now doing some work
with the Bars.
Tip-Y-Toe Report

Here at the loft on "D" street things
are moving along and have some inter
esting results so far like, an indigo Griz
zle, Indigo Checker, some Qualmonds and
Reduced are out now. Only one brown
bar that has hope and it seems that the
newer colors are making real progress In
type. I am sure that soon these so-called
rare colors will be an everyday thing
at the shows.
Another In A Series

Origin of Reduced in CL Tumblers, By
AI Westling. My idea of introducing "re
duced" came from Dr. W. F. Hollander
who suggested it as an alternative when
I professed an interest in introducing re
cessive opal to Tumblers in about 1955.
My records show my first reduced Tum
bler-Roller bred 1955. The bird actually
was three-fourths Tumbler and one-fourth
Roller.

I had gotten the reduced factor from
a Baldhead RoHer hen from Carl Graeffe

of Ohio. Being sex-linked it was easy
txl breed reduced hens, then mate them
back to blue Tumbler cocks and keep only
the best cocks from each mating to get
more reduced hens. Every other year
I would have blue cocks bred from re
duced hens and always about 50 percent
of their daughters would be reduced.

The first real bird of show quality was
a reduced blue hen bred in 1962 and pic
tured in Levi's book "Encyclopedia of Pi
geon Breeds". The following year I bred
two reduced-dilute baNed hens. My re
duce blue hen never produced an off
spring. I believe she laid soft-shelled
eggs. The two dilute-reduced hens were
both good breeders but I could not seem
to separate the dilute from the reduced.
I bred numerous reduced birds in many
color combinations and actually got re
duced-dilute Indigos before I bred straight
reduced Indigos, but it was my matings
with Indigo that I finally got the dilution
separated from reduced, this being ac
complished in the breeding of a reduced
black hen. This hen mated to a blue cock
produced a slate black cock wirth faint
bars which when mated back to a blue
hen, again put me back into reduced
blues. Last year I was lucky enough to
breed reduced blues from two matings
and this year (1977) I hope to increase
their numbers again. 1977 is also the
first year I have ever mated two reduced
birds together. Of course this mating
will produce only reduced offspring. So
far three fertile eggs out of four and all
three hatched and the last two are about
to leave the nest at this writing.

To anyone who has never seen a re
duced color, it is difficu1i: to describe. A
reduced blue is nothing like silver. The
basic body color is a dark beige maybe
more grey than tan. Wing bars vary from
whitish to reddish and have a dark edg
ing which makes them two-tone. The
breast and hackle feathers usually show
a light pinkish cast. When a silver is re
duced the color is son :ething between
silver and cream in hue and again with
the two-tone bar, a very delicate color
indeed.

A reduced black is a g; 'ey ground color
with a dark edging on nearly all feathers
giving a delicate laced effect. Combine
spread indigo and reduced and you have
a bird much the same color as a new
silver dollar. Add dilution and you have
a fawn color. The reduced factor is one
of my favorites. Being recessive and sex
Hnked it is easy to work with. The com
binations with other colors are just as
numerous as the colors that exist and
most of the reduced colors are beautiful
or at least unusual when compared with
the old standard colors. Someday a re
duced color will win a top award in Tum
blers, then watch their popularity soar.
In the meantime I am afraid that only
myself and a few others will continue to
enjoy them and understand what they
really are. - A. W.

Thanks AI and I am sure that this beau
tiful color will do much for the beauty of
our Tumblers. Very Best Wishes. Johnnie.
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This is the second of a series of re
sponses from Beauty Homer breeders to
some questions commonly asked about
the breed. Fanciers throughout the U.S.
and Cana<la·were asked:

All breeds of pigeons pres'ent certain
problems to their breedrs. What problems
can a newcomer expect in breeding Beauty
Homers that he might not encounter so
often in another breed?

The followi,ng are some of the answers
given to that question by Beauty Homer
breeders. llichard Okeson writes:

The Beauty' Homer is not an easy breed.
Newcomers are challen!:ed from the start.
Many lose interest quickly and drop out of
the breed. The Standard states, 'Appear
ance of a vivacious and keen breeder and
flyer.' The Beauty Homer's breedin!: habits
may well be vivacious and keen in appear
ance only. Most beginners associate the
Homer with a prolific breeder. Each year
as the skull and the mandibles become
more developed the birds' breeding ability
decreases. Some birds of excellent show
quality are also good prolific breeders. but
the 'percentage of these birds is not high.
There are too few of these birds available
even to the beginner.

Robert Larochelle speaks of the rela
tion of production to the nature of the
Beauty Homer's structure.

The biggest problem to expect in Beauty
Homers is the viability of the youngsters.
Birds with a narrow and pointed beak and
also with a small head hatch better. Then
comes the feeding of the sqaubs. Young
birds with huge beaks can hardly be fed
by the parents. and often necessitate hand
feeding. And of course, there is always the
problem of raising birds that conform to
the Standard. Good Beauty Homers arc
harder to raise than a lot of other breeds,
because the Beauty Homer is a much newer
breed.

Jdm Rice ·levels with the begilUler as
to the difficulty and challenge of produc
ing a top Beauty Homer.

Newcomers can expect the German Beau
ty Homer to be a much poorer breeder
than the Racing Homer. Possibly the size
of their heads may make it difficult to
feed their young but on the average they
are not the breeders Racing Homers are.
and it is a challenge to breed a !:,ood one.

The current president of the American
German Beauty Homer Club, Lyn Hel
mus, shares similar experiences with
Beauty Homers.

I have experienced two serious problems
in breeding Beauty Homers. First, I have
lost many youngsters that died as they
were picking out of the shell. I am told
that iodine in the drinking 'water will help
solve this problem. Secondly, I have had
some breeders that simply do not feed
their youngsters adequately. I thinl< this is
c·aused by the size and shape of their
beaks. They just don't line up as well as
breeds with a regular beak such as Mo·
denas and Rollers.

Bernard Raby and Jim Hayward affirm
the foregoing difficulties while Gary
Vandermolen adds the following:

I have somewhat neglected productivity
in favor of quality. Consequently, I do
have problems with poor performance of
parental duties such as sitting on eggs.
feeding the young. and, in some instances.
forgetting to mate. I have u",ed my Mo·
denas as feeders in some cases. When one
manages to produce a youngster of better
than average quality under these circum
stances, it is indeed rewarding.

This writer recalls that in his earlier
years with Beauty Homers he did not
find that the types of problems m€l1tioned
above were particularly serious. How
ever, as the breed has made vast strides
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toward the perfection of Standard qual
itJies, especially in the head, there is no
use denying that Beauty Homers present
their own breeding problems just as
many other breeds do. The true fancier,
of course, views such problems as chal
lenges to face and overcome..

This yeai' for the first time, the writer
is breeding Giant Homers and is cur
rently switching youngsters between the
breeds to try to minimize the difficulty
of the Beauty Homer parent in matching
up its prominent muzzle with that of its
offspring. The first few cases show some
promise; but let us reserve judgment
until later on. In the meantime, I shall
keep my can of soaking pellets in the
refrigerator and my ear sYringe handy
to make sure my youngsters get a full
meal at least once a day. As Gary Van
dermolen says, "lit is indeed rewarding."

····_·_···-N;~~~~_····--~::i:;

By CONSTANTIN APOSTOL
Brussels,. .Belgium

.-. _ ,. _ ..
This issue being the so eagerly awaited

Fantail Speoial, I'll try to say a few
words about the Fantail situation over
here. We do not have a special club in
Belgium; there is one' in Holland. We
see quite a number of Fantails in the
shows but only a few of them are of very
good .quality. C. Box is one of the very
best III white. Mr. Hellemans is one of
the faithful fanciers and also a judge.
MM Vandevijver (who improves every
year but keeps many va'rieties so it is not
so easy to succeed), Vueghs (who bred
them for 30 years), Van Hulle, Laevers
are well-known. C. Moreno has been
breeding them for six years, he tried to
secure .the best strains, took 4 pairs with
him to Colombia, South America, did not
have the opportunity to breed there. He
left part of his Fantails there and came
back with one pair only, the one he
thought best. However, they could not re
enter their house now, had to live in a
flat, so I agreed to keep them for a while
(already 8 months). He had 7 youngsters
this year, two of them seem to be prom
ising. He does not pretend of course to
have reached perfection. We are very
thankful to Mr. Hollmann, his staff, the
co-ordinator and ,the numerous fanciers
who sent articles and photos, for making
this issue possible.

Pigeon Club Fantaisie (Fancy Pigeons
only) held their 1st ·salon at Le Roeulx
on Nov. 19-21. A total of 47 exhibitors en
tered 660 pigeons of 51 breeds. The
breeds .most represented were French
Scandaroons, English Magpies, Arch
angels, Barbets Liegeois (64), various
breeds of Tumblers, Modenas (l09).
Many birds were of very good quality.
Best bird was a red Komom Tumbler
(honorary), then a white Barb.

Read in Le Soir dated 3-5-'71: Hospital
pigeon. The Devonport hospital in Great

Britain decided, for efficiency andecon
amy reasons, to use from now on Racing
Pigeons in order to carry to their labora
tory the blood samples to be examined.
According to a spokesman of th,is hospital,
the interest of such an initiative is dou
ble: on one hand, a pigeon takes five
minutes to fly from the hospital to the
laboratory (a little more than 2 mUes)
while a taxi takes 10 minutes. On the
other hand, 'the maintenance of 12 pi
geons will cost 25% less than using taxis.

Waterloo held its alUlual show with par
tioipation of the Brussels Frilled Pigeons
Club on 4-5 Dec. with 818 animals among
which 336 pigeons of 33 breeds were en
tered by 85 exhibitors. Entries were
limited to 10 birds per exhibitor in order
to give a chance to small breeders.
Breeds· best represented in quality or
quantity were Runts, French Mondains,
30 blue Strassers, all shown by the same
fancier and his family, Oriental Frills,
African ,Owls, English Magpies, Jaco·
bins, Belgian Homers and 38 Modenas.

Geflugel-Borse No. 8-'77 informs that
the West German 59th National Show is
scheduled in Frankfurt a.Main on Dec.
2-4, '77, Halle I, Messgelande, organized
by the 1867 Frankfurt Club. Show leader.
Klaus Dieter Stork, Alter Weg 47, D-6054
:Rodgaus, West Germany. Deadline for
:entries: Aug. 1.
: Same number 8-77 of Geflugel-Borse
gave the new wording of the standards
of various breeds of Trumpeters.

The judges alUlual meet is to take place
this :year at Quevaucamps on May 14.
These' will be two lectures: one on An
twerp Smerles by MM Tweelinckx and
Horemans, the other on Schmalkald€l1er
Moorheads by C. Box.

On April 24, I saw H. Guislain at the
Brabant Province Federation meet. He
wrote me a short note on the Importation
of Galatz Rollers in Western Europe. In
1974 a few fanciers from the Deutsche
Flugroller Club (DFC) imported 12 GaJat
zer Rollers diTectly from Rumania
(Galatz is a port there). In spite of the
faot that veterinary certificates of good
health had been secured, the West Ger
man customs wanted to stop ·these pi
geons; after 2 hours of discussions (and
loss of one pigeon when "COI1trolJing"
the baskets), -the fanciers were exception
ally allowed to go. The Galatz Rollers
have a flight style very similar to the
Birmingham but are more "near nature"
than the latter: better orientation sense
and much better parades when attacked
by birds of prey, so that these pigeons
are very much appreciated by fanciers
living near big forests. Since 1977 the
Galatz Rollers are also bred in Belgium;
they have a very "short" type, square
head and a short beak implanted straight
on the face. As any pigeon bred in the
first place for the flight, the design is
not very fixed but the most frequent is
the white-flighted one with the white
collar round the head (see Rzhever de
sign). There are two strains: a Roller
and a Highflier. Inbreeding gave in the
2nd generation a great number of
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"bombs" (Rollers which cannot stop in
time anymore and smash on the ground).
Now the situation is stabilized by better
balancing the matings.

The problem of the "bombs" should be
studied genetically more thoroughly and
scientifically so as to guide the fanciers
who encounter such "degeneration". We
suggest 1hat all the fanciers gather all
the genealogical data which they have
on this subject. The Belgian Roller Club
is willing to take part in this study but
we should try to find a biologist interested
in this problem. Couldn't he be found in
the States? Note: It is a pity that the
Customs regulations restrain so much the
exchanges of birds through the borders.
This hinders us too in Europe when or
ganizing Roller competition~ starting from
movable lofts. (H. Guislain's address is:
Remerstratt, 2, B-3130 Begijnendijk,
Belgium).

Belgian Roller Club bulletin No. 3 con
tained a study of the Birmingham Rol
ler type by J. Tober, the flight regula
tions for competitions and H. Guislain's
report of his visit to U. Reber.

1
··..··pig;;·~·M·;d·i~~ii·;~;··· .."1

= By CLAIR HETLAND 5
! Golden Valley, Minn. !. .. :, .

Question: - Maybe you can help me
with a problem I have. I have used Ter
ramycin egg fOlIDUIa, Nitrofurazone and
Sulfa but my birds seem to be sick all
the time. This is getting to me because
this has been going on for two years.
The birds appear listless and have green
diarrhea. When one gets really Sick I
take iit in the house and they get better
but- never quite well. Some of my birds
seem to do OK but my Fantails seem
to be sick all the time. I feed good grain,
have clean water and use kitty litter on
the floor of my pen (the kitty litter is a
red clay material). The birds eat this
kitty litter for grit. For nesting materials
I use leaves and feathers. My loft is dry
and free of sparrows or mice or anything
like that. - A. B:, Calif...

Answer. - I can see some problems.
The first is the absence of grit. The red
clay (kitty litter) you use is not grit.
Your birds are eating it out of despera
tion. They need minerals and are trying,
to get them the, way pigeons naturally
do it. The problem is there are some
there but not the correct ones. The other
problem with having your birds->eat their
litter for grit is they are _picking up
"germs" from the litter. You are never
going to have healthy pigeons until you
do the following things.

-1. Get some kind of, litter that the birds
will not eat.

2. Get some health grit where you buy
your feed. I don't know what brand is
b~t ~jn .youfa·rea but pigeons are very
popular in California and I am sure you
can buy grit.

3., IT you cannot buy grit then buy Pel-
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lets.
As far as medications are concerned no

medicine is going to help until you cor-
rect this problem. _

You mentioned that you use leaves
and feathers for nesting materials. These
your birds are using because there is
nothing else. In California you might go
up into the woods and find some pine
needles. Or use some kind of hay. Do
not use straw. Straw is hollow and lice
do very well in straw.

It sounds to me (and looks) like you
have a nice place for pigeons. I think if
you correct the problems I mentioned
you will be like the rest of the California
breeders. You have everyfuing going your
way. Good luck!
: _._ .
I Chinese Owl Chatter
=
a:. By FRANK CAHOY

Ithaca, Nebr.
'- ~

In keeping with the past several col
umns of "Chatter" we are going to con
tinue to cover those subjects which may
prove boring to the oldtimers, but which
wiIl, I'm sure, be of prime interest to
the novice breeders amongst us. In not
too many weeks we'll all have that most
unpleasant task of culling out the unde
sirables from our Y01.lt1g bird lofts. A very
often asked ,question by beginners is,
"What is the proper way and time to
cull?" I'll attempt to relate here what
has worked well for me and a large num
ber of other breeders in the NCaC.

r believe the first thing one should do
before even attempting a single culling
session is to be absolutely sure you are
as familiar with the written Standard as
is humanly possible. If one breeds and
culls by it religiously, the "keepers" will
definitely have much more potential as
future bre~ders and/or show possibili
meso However, if a youngster shows an
obvious m~jor fault or two, then the
time to cull is now. There doesn't seem
to be any good reason for feeding a
youngster that will never be a keeper.
I'm also of the opinion that baby feath
ers .~u;e, genE!rally speaking, loose, and
very unattractive. So th'erefore, a Chin
ese Owl,. to be given a fair shake at life
sd1ouIdprobablY)lot be culled until after
the first real moult is completed, usually
nat"much before six months of age. The
moSt obvious place to check for the moult
completion is -il} 'the wing flights, The
moult progresses from the secondary
through the primaries. IT you inspect a
youngster ,and find two or three primary
flights that .are shorter or of a slightly
different color shade, you'll be able to
determine immediately that it has not
yet completely moulted out. If all of the
primaries are even in both color and
length; then one can assume (df the bird
is about six months of age) that the
moult has been completed and you are
seeing' typically and basically the pigeon
as he wiII appear as an adult bird. '

Now that .the yoiiiJ.gSters are fully de
veloped, you' can get down to the nitty
gritty hard part. Formulate a picture of
~he ideal bird, keeping in mind Ron Davi '
article in a recent newsletter about bal-'
ance, We are all, generally speaking, too
frill 'conscious. Of, course, a good Chi
nese must'have an even distribution of
the "big three". By the same token, we'
cannot cu]] on the frilLing alone. The
whole and entire bird must be viewed
with ·that picture, of the ideal clearly in
mind. Also keep a little space way at
the back somewhere for what your stud
will be needing in the way of future breed
ers. Perhaps, for instance, your stud is
weak, overall, in head qualities, and you
find a youngster that has a better head
than your present breeders, but lacks in
several other aspects. Jot his band num
ber down, indica,ting he's not ,a show spe
cimeo, but has what you're looking for
in a good headed bird. Give each indi
vidual youngster a complete and ,thorough
going over, and if possible seek the help
of an experienced breeder. Wh'atever you
do, keep, sentiment and personal prefer
ences away from your culling procedures.

I speak from a good lesson of experi
ence in' the personal preference depa-rt
ment. I liked very small Chinese so much,
that by selective culling and breeding
got my enlJii'e stud of breeders to pro
duce orily small wen frilled birds. That's
just fine if all you want are typy hens!
Even my cock birds were becoming small
and, "henny" in appearance and action.
This in turn led to extremely unaggres
sive breeder cocks, and as a result a very
low number production. So you can see
that my ad'.'ice about personal prefer
ences comes on good authority. Senti
ment, too, can play havoc with a proper
culling sessioo if you let it. CuI! your
youngsters as though you were the Grand
National judge.. Do not inspect band num
bers until after the job is completed. IT,
when you have the good and the bad fin
alized as best you can, and find that the
worst of the lot came from ,your most
pl'Omising pair of parent birds, get alarm
ed and dismayed, if necessary, but,
neveItheless, do what must be done any
way. Do it with as little hesitation as
possible, ,because what's put oft' until
later may very well 'never get done.'

Work with your youngsters from the
time· of weanmg until that' fatal culling
day. Cage train them all from time to
time, so' that when you've decided that
this shall be the day, the young birds
won't be put mto a 'show pen for the
first (and maybe'the last as well) time
in their lives. Allow the birds plenty of
time to settle, -relax and ,give you their
b~st profiles. Remember, if one is quite
"iffy" pretend' that you are showing him
in the district meet. Pluck those fouled
feathers; etc. Allow him to look his best
before you lower the axe. Culling is also
a gradual process, as you'll have young
sters' of several age groupings alI sum
mer long. If you have really sedous
doubts about one for legitimate reaoons,

(Continued on page 447)
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: Muffed I
I Tumbler i
i News
$ By Ray Kirchen I
: Manitowoc, WI.. I
Lt. "

Your secretary will again ask our mem
bers to just take a few minutes of their
time now and then to send in any infor
mation that will help fill this space each
month. Just remember without publicity
a variety will soon wither and die and
our variety is no exception. In faot I
have seen the Muff Tumbler relegated to
a position that was pathetic and believe
me it took years to build up what was
lost in just a shoN period of time.

Our variety is riding high now but that
WSitiOll will SOon fade if our members
don't get off their duff and do their part
to hold the positIon we now enjoy. Just
about every week we receive requests
from new fanciers asking information,
and members' names living in their area
who breed the variety and color they are
most interested in, so they can write to
our members and in many cases ask to
vlsittheir lofts to see first hand what
they have to offer. The interest is still
there, so let's not let it slip away be
cause some of our members are lax and
do not take ,the proper interest.

At the recent Baltimore meeting your
secretary was requested to publish a new
directory of with the up-to-date member
ship and correCt address of each mem
ber. At that meeting ali members that
have moved to new locatioos were re
quested to send in ali corrections to the
secretary, and once since that time a re
minder was published asking again that
we receive this information. Well nothing
has happened and we will not have a new
listing printed until such time that we
have an up-to-date listing of each mem
ber. Incidentally, the Baltimore show re
port has not been received at this writing.
They were contacted months ago and not
even the courtesy of a reply. I am sorry
but until such time as I receive a full
report of our annual meet, I am unable to
payout any monies due our members.

I just received a letter from our good
friend Les Williams of Birmingham, Eng
land, informing us of the death of our
dear friend and honorary life member of
the Muff Tumbler Club of America,
George Fundell.

Quoting from the letter from Les:
"Sadly I'm writing to tell you the news
th<l!t George Fundell died in his sleep.
George was 79 years old. A muff Tumbler
Fancier all of his life, never swerved to
any other variety, and whites were his
favorites. He was very proud of his mem
bership in the American Muff Tumbler
Olub md the highlight of his ca'l'eer was
his visit to Baltimore, meeting all you
good fanciers, seeing the good Muff Tum
blers and attending the Annual Meeting
of the Muff Tumbler Club of America. I'm
glad he m<l!naged it. Always more of a
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showman than a breeder, but the birds
brought him much pleasure."

Many thanks Les for letting me know
of the passing of this great fancier friend
and fellow member of our great club.

Yes, George Fundell was a great fan
cier and a very warm and friendly man
<l!nd I was delighted to meet him at Balti
more where we spent much time talking
Muff Tumblers. He was a very know
ledgeable fancier and told many interest
ing stories of the golden days of the
British Tumbler Fancy. We spent coo
siderable time walking down Tumbler
alley and he was amazed at the quality
of the American birds. He was stunned
when he handled some of the top Bald
head Muffs, saying they are the equal
of any clean leg I have ever seen. We
were all very happy with his much too
short visit, but I am sure he had many
pleasant memories of the hundreds of
fanciers he met at Baltimore.

We are all saddened by the news fuat
George passed on but we aTe much richer
for knowing a great Muff Tumbler f<l!n
cier of his stature.

r·····Th;·M·;ii·;~·;·i;;id·······;· .· .· .J :: By RICK BARKER :· .5 Santa Ana, Calif. :
= :.......................................................

A letter was received recently by a
young man who lives in St. George, Utah.
He has a problem that I'm sure others
sha'l'e when Hving in rural areas. Since
he has not met any experienced pigeon
fanciers in his town, all information re
garding the care and upkeep of pigeons
is received from the APJ. The problem
results when he reads conflicting infor
mation and then becomes bewildered as
to which is the best avenue to pursue. We
now have close to 15 monthly columns
in the APJ and with the addition of the
individual articles one can see how a
complication can result.

The problem this fancier has is one
with feed and conditioning praotices. Over
the past year many columns have re
ported the "right" way to feed <l!nd what
to feed. Unfortunately, there is no right
way to feed, for each fancier has his or
her own set of circumstances in the
method or feed they use. In "Kdngs 'n
Things" for ,the month of May, the author
of the column reported a fancier that
has had tremendous success using grain
and pellets in various amounts. The ar
ticle went on to proclaim ,this was all
that was necessary to really keep one's
birds in fit condition. However, this is
the problem, the young fancier stated
above uses pellets <l!nd grain and his
birds are not in the condition he would
like. Why does this occur?

What the column "Kings 'n Things"
alluded to but didn't stress enough is that
the fancier that was successful did not
become successful by reading something
from <l!n article. He probably experiment
ed for quite awhile with different diets

until he was satisfied. To go further,
regardless of what this fancier fed his
birds, would probably make no difference.
What makes him successful is something
intangible, something you just can't pick
up from an article. Guidelines can be
set, information can be giVer!, but each
fancier must apply a certain manage
ment program before he is successful.
Outside of quality stock, loft manage
ment is the most important element for
a successful loft, whether it be for per
sonal pleasure, show or squab produc
tion. One must establish some sort of
goal, est<l!blish a program and then ex
periment until satisfied. Simply because
one man is satisfied with grain and pel
lets, does not mean that this is the an
swer. There aTe many answers, as many
as there are pigeon fanciers. Again, the
successful fanciers are not sucoessfuI for
what they feed, it is the whole spectrum
of their animal husb<l!ndry.

In discussing feeds, do not be lulled
into thinking one feed is better than the
other without investigating. In my own
locirle, Southern California, the quality
differences between the feeds is amazing.
Ironically, the 13!bels on the sacks com
pare with others, however, the differ
ences are apparent. Even in cities the
size of San Diego, there seems to be
problems with quality feed. I know of
two fanciers that travel to Los Angeles
once a month from San Diego just to buy
feed. That's a distance of 250 miles

,round trip. Imagine the plight of those
living in rural areas where the supply of
feed is monopolized. The point is, feed
only the best qual'ity available. In my
opinion, I would not hesitate in feeding
foodstuffs not designed for pigeons, but
meeting nutrional requirements, if the
quality 'is found to be better. One fancier
I know feeds 75 per cent hog growth pel
lets, 25 per cent grain because the quality
is better and the cost per sack of pellets
is five dollars cheaper per hundred
pounds. He is successful, he's been feed
ing this for five years and corne show
time he is very competitive.

I can hear the comments now, the
above is all O.K., but what do you feed
and why is your system better? The feeds
that I use are perhaps no better than any
one else's. But for my situation I am
convinced that the birds are eating the
best quality that I can give them. Ex
tremely high fertility and hatchability,
low mortality in the nest is what I ex
perience. I have been breeding since
January and am averaging seven and a
half youngsters per pair of Modenas. My
Turbits have only bred four young per
pair, I do not blame this on feed how
ever. The above record is not great, but
the birds have been moved to three dif
ferent locations in the last five months.
By the time breeding season is over nine
or ten young per pair will have been pro
duced. Incidentally, I never medicate my
birds for any reason, other than worm
ingtwice a year. My feeding program
is as follows. During breeding season,
30% grain (race Mix), 30% pigeon pel-
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lets, 30% Salf manna (pellet form), 10%
game bird pellets. The grain and pigeon
pellets are understandable. The calf
manna is fed for I have found that the
pairs produce pigeon milk much longer,
the game bird pellets are fed for the high
amount of protein. (3%) During non
breeding, grain is fed 60%, pigeon pel
lets 20%, and game bird pellets 20%. I
use game bird pellets (actually crumbles)
because the young birds like the smaller
size pellets. Ever notice what seems to
be the palatable grains to the older pi
geons, such as peas, corn, wheat, saf
flower, etc. the very young leave alone.
The young birds tend to eat the milo,
kafir, etc. the same grains the older birds
ieave. The very young also leave the pel
lets a:lone for I feel the large grains or
pellets are just too large to consume. Not
thart they can't eat tJhat but they won't.
One may also notice the weight lost on
young birds after they leave the nest.
They usually don't eat as much as they
should and the grains they do eat are
the one's lowest irI pratein. (10%) For
me the game bird pellets fHl that void
for they are haH the size of pigeon pel
lets and extremely high in protein. Inci
dentally, the calf manna and game bird
pellets are cheaper than pigeon feed. The
whole point of this is, the above system
is successful for me, you must find one
that is successful for y{)u. Experiment,
run comparison tests, and firle something
you are content with.

San Diego National
It seems jf there ever was a ,time to

take a trip to a pigeon show, this next
January will be the time. I recently
spoke with Ole Olson, the superintendent
of the show, and he assured me that this
wi1'l be one great National. This particu
lar show will have quite a bit to offer.
They are hopirlg for the largest entry of
any past National, and may possibly get
it. The weather will definitely be a plus,
f{)r when I left for Dayton :this year, it
was in the high seventies in So. Calif.
Besides a great pigeon $how, there will
be interesting trips for those non-fanciers
in the family. Trips to Sea World, the
San Diego Zoo and Botanical Gardens,
Tijuana, Mexico, Disneyland, etc. may
be 'arranged by the show committee. It
will mainly depend on the demand. So
plan your vacation this year around the
San Diego National, this will be the show
not to miss.

Grizzle
Quite a few Modena breeders have ex

pressed an interest in this color lately
and good quality can be found in all the
grizzle colors. Grizzle is controlled by a
dominant gene, an autosomal domirJant,
producill1g a blue grizzle in blues, a brown
grizzle in browns and so on. The actua1
mechanism of grizzle is depigmentation
of color. The grizzling is not very uni
form, usually much more white in ilie
head and neck. In show grizzles we wish
fiot to see patches of white but sort of a
salt and pepper shade. Most grizzles are
heterozygous (one grizzle gene), thus
when mated to a non grizzle lh of all
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young will be grizzle, A homozygous griz
zle, (two grizzle genes) mated to a non
gnizzle will produce all grizzle young.
This homozygous grizzle will appear white
in most cases. Two heterozygous grizzles
mated wiH produce 25% homozygous
grizzle, 50% heterozygous grizzle, and
25% normal color young. One should nate
that spread areas of the bird, i.e. bars,
will be much less grizzled than clumped
areas such as the wing shield of a barred
bird. This is why one might see a barred
Modenathat is quite grizzled but still
have wonderful bar color.

r-O-OOO-j;i;;Oi;;'-;-"-..Ol
: By TOM ROOD :
• =: Shelbyville, III. :. .......................................................::

With the breeding season art its peak
now (May), many juniors are writing in
wirth positive results. I imagine many
of these fanciers already have high hopes
for one of those youngsters irI the young
bird pen. A large percentage of junior
pigeon fanciers are very serious about
their hobby and I'm sure you'll be seeing
their names in this year's show reports.
Motivators

I have always biUed our United Jr. Pi
geon Club's Special Awards as our num
ber one motivartor. These Special Awards
are based on a point system where the
members earn points by writing bulletin
articles, donating awards, hosting shows,
etc. WeB, I still stick with my original
opinion - our Special Awards are our
number one "motivator." To give you
an example. What is the biggest gripe of
a lot of pigeon clubs. who send out bul
letins? Not enough articles from the
membership, right? Since the UJPC's
point system was established (approx. 3
years ago), we have never had trouble
getting the members to submit articles,
news, information, etc. for the Bulletin.
I've just mailed out the May Bulletin
and still have 30 to 40 articles on file
yet to be published. The Junior members
really work to earn their points. Our
SpeciaJ Awards give the members
something to work towards all year long.

~c1ubs'
The Junior Pigeon Fancy is still pro

gressing with new jr, clubs being form
ed every year. Larry Foos' San Joaquin
Pigeon Olub doesn't need any introduc
tion, not does the National Jr. Pigeon
Club headed by Randy Boschee. Both of
these clubs have been publicized in this
magazine for some time now, and I'm
sure you will read about them in the fu
ture.

The May APJ (p. 298) featured an ar
ticle by Bryent Wilson of Kearns, Utah,
on the Utah Jr. Pigeon Club. Bryent is a
flew member of the United Jr. Pigeon
Club and sounds like he will be very
active. If you take a look at Bryent's
article, you wiM see he has a good thing
going for the juniors in Utah. Anyone in
terested in contacting Bryent can write

him at 4556 W. 4775 So., Kearns, Utah.;
84118.

There's also another junior pigeon club
trying to get off the ground. This club
is being headed by Jeff Bunyard of Van
dalia, Ill. Jeff is trying to form a jr. club
for Fantail and Indian Fantail fanciers.
He has his ideas down on paper in the
form of an Information Packet, and is
anxious to send one out to interested
juniors. Jeff's address is Rt. 2, Vandalia,
HI., 62471.
Belleville Show

The following report of the Belleville
Show held April 24, 1977 is being sub
mitted by our District 3 Dkector, Jeff
Bunyard.

April 24th turned out to be a great
junior show with 145 birds shown by a
record breaking 28 exhibitors! Just about
a year ago the average for the April
show was 60-70 birds by about 14 exhibi
tors.

Because of space, I'll just give Cham
pions and Reserve Champions. Some of
the smaller classes only have Champions
listed.

Rollers (49), Champion and Reserve
Champion to Scott Jones. English Trum
peters (4), Champion to Scott Jones.
Show Racers (8), both awards to Jenny
Beck. Racing Homers (14), Champion to
Kenny Mueller and Reserve Champion
to Jenny Beck. FantajlJs (8), Champion to
Dave Mcnravy with Reserve to Bob
Morietta. Indian FantaHs (3), best to
Rich Sheedy. Modenas (27), Otamplon to
Rusty Tallant and Reserve to Brad Hart
wig. Lahores (10), Champion to Dave
Mcnravy and Reserve to Chuck Harter.
Kings (7), both awards to Tim Hening
ton. The AOV class included Dragoons,
German D.C. Trumpeters, Chinese Owls,
Elster Purzlers, Helmets, LFCL Tum
blers, Giant Homers, Pouters, Komor
ners, Runts, and Norwich Croppers.
Champion went to ScotJl: Durbins Norwich
Cropper and Reserve Champion went to
Ron Ward's LFCL Tumbler. The Cham
pion of Show was Dave Mcnravy's Black
Lahore cock. It was a surprisingly good
show considering it was an old bird show.

I'd like to thank Jeff for this report and
I hope to hear from other junior pigeon
fanciers. My address is 702 N. Morgan,
Shelbyville, m., 62565. Until next time,
"Friendship thru PIgeons".

Chinese Owl Chatter
(Continued from page 445)

put him back and give him, so to speak,
a stay of execution until your next ses
sion.

In closing J would like, again, to stress
that all important work, Balance. Al
ways keep in mind that a nice. evenly
balanced Chinese Owl is much more
pleasing to the eye than a super frHled
one that is long, flat headed, and has
side boards an inch high. Keep a mental
picture of that ideal in front of you at
all times, and things will just have to
evolve out for the best.

Subscrip.tion $6 per year; 3 years $15.
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i The World of Jacobina ;· .· .· .i By HARRY ALEXANDER i
! . Culver City, Callfomla :" , .•••.:-••.,••••••• I1••••••••••e ••••••••••••••••••••••__

Ijc-CJC Meet at Dayton
At the 1971 Dayton National, the In

ternational Jacobin Club hosted the Cen
tral Jacobin Club in a combined annual
meet. A total of 301 Jacobins were en
tered and judged beautifully by Stan
Plona ofConneoticut.

The Dayton people put on a wonderful
show and the 'accommodations were fit
for a king (and priced for one, tOO!),
Two dollars for three pancakes and no
powdered sugar in the house! Really!

At the CJC Annual Meeting the Jaco
bin Standard rules regarding Splashes
and the AOC classes were adopted to
conform to the Pacific Jacobin Club rules
as set down in the World of Jacobins Col
umn, May 1976. Louie Christener said it
was time for the Central club to follow
the lead of the Pacific club. Mr. Christ
ener was honored by the American Pi
geon Club ,with the Master Breeder's
Award and I was proud to make the an
nouncemoot and be first to congratulate
him. That gives us two living Master
Breeders in the Jacobin Fancy, Mr. Mc
Norgan having received the Award at
the .1974 Pageant of Pigeons where it was
my personal pleasure to make the presen
tation .for the American Pigeon Club.
A Good Gathering

At Dayton were many of the Fancy's
,finest. Louie Christener woo the AOC
and White Cups. There seems to be lit
tle question who has been dominating the
Whites these last few years. J.im Ecker,
who was re-elected Sec:-Treas. for the
CJC, won the Red Cup. This yearling
cock No. 1207 was Grand Champion of
the Show. LeRoy Traub, who was re
elected CJC President by a locomotive
vote, took best Splash with one of ,the
fe:w truly Splashed Jacobins exhibited.
This bird was pushed hard by a new
genetic creation aIKen Walling's, a white
with Black bars., Ken has been wOfldng
over a decade on this project and is to be
congratulated. Garry Perkins was notably
absent, and missed by all, but took best
Blue with an OC. Ed Bacl:unann won the
Cups for Black and Silver.

However, teaching everyone a lesson
in how to bring the b~rds in for the show,
Dick Haukoos brought his birds in frozen
Saturday morning and had the smooth~

est feathered young Yellow hen taking
Reserve Champion, BaS, Best. Young
bjrd, and Best Yellow. A' grand accom
plishment for the little gal.

Others attending· were Fred Siebel, of
Denver, myself from Los .AngeleS (Mr.
Siebel, and I were not exhibiting any
birds), APJ columnist Mary Walling with
her. husband Ken, along with Ray, Roy
and Diane Stepnowski, all of the Garden
State. Charlie Pearson and LeRoy Cox
from Texas. Incidentally, Mr. Cox' lost

two of his finest Ye!lows, a young cock
and a young hen at this, show before
judging. Should you see any suspiciously
outstanding Yellow Jacobins in the wrong
place, banded or not, be kind enough to
make note or inquiry on his behalf. Mr.
Cox will go a long way to get these two
Yellow Jacobins returned. Should the
culprit guilty of removing these birds, be
reading this, I believe Mr. Cox would
glady replace the birds with a nice pair
of stock breeders for the return of the
two show birds. Honesty is a cleaner
way to live. I'm sure the details of a
transfer could be arranged.

:i' Mrs. Christener, Mike Ecker, and Jim
!;Ecker's beautiful wife all accompanied
Jim and Louie so the show, as did the
graceful Bihla Bachmann. Ed Jureki;
Bernie Thompson, Roger Robertson,
Howard Fox, Drew Lobenstein and Den
nis Soares from the Los Arlgeles suburbs
of Simi and Chino, respectively, Sy K-aut
zer, Frank Fischler of New Jersey,
Cheryl Smith and her husband Larry, Al
LaMarre, Ed Kirkpatrick, Tom Reich
(hope I spelled it sight), Mr. Poplawski,
Mr. Bray, Mr. McCaplin and Mr. Young,
all showed at Dayton.

Those absent and deariy missed were
Paul McNorgan and Bill Lawsori, Bill
Quinlan (it was only minus 62 degrees
with the wind chill, Bill), AI Taylor' and
his family, Ron McLean, Joe Kortus,
Dick Riemer and of 'most concern to us
all, past president Gale Vandeberg, who
is convalescing from a very severe opera
tion and illneSs. Good luck, Gale. Other
names fail me now, but no one need feel
slighted.
How About Next Year

Next year the Central Club will likely
return to Dayton and the International
Club will likely go to, Bay Ci.ty. These
should be two outstanding shows. The
National will go to San Diego, Califom:ia,
where Bill QUinlan and the Pacific Jaco
bin Chili will be your nost for another
great Jacobin show. These show dates
will be arranged to fit everyone's sche
dules (I hope)' and the Eastern Club will
co-ordinate with the rest of us for one
of the f\inest show seasons a fancier could
ask for. Incidentally, I have heard from
others and experienced personally that
TWA and Continental Airlines are the
most helpful andeo-operative airlines for
travel with pigeons.
Is Travel Worth--It? -

This year I have been fortunate enough
to vi'sitthe' International Club AnnulVI
Meet, Central Club Annual Meet', The
Pacific Chib's two sectionals, ·their An
nual Meet at the Pageant of Pigeons and
the Pacific Club Winter Show, and the
Eastern Chili Annual Meet in Lebanon,
Pa. Ken Walling won Champion, with a
beautiful Yellow OC; Reed Kinzer won
Best Youngbird with a WhiteYC. I felt
every moment I spent at these shows
was worth the time and expense ill gain
ing knowledge, -experience and most of
all, friendships. . ,

For the past severaJ years I have been
very fortunate in being able to trayel to

see many of the best Jaoobin shows in
the country. I have learned a great deal
'about the birds, the breeders, the judges
and personalities. I have also learned
some of the various modes of travel not
suited for travel to the North Countr~

during the Winter. The first IJC-CJC
combined meet I attended, I hitch-hiked
from Los Angeles to a little town just
outside Cleveland, where I decided I
would splurge on a bus ticket up to the
McNorgan residence in Canada. On the
way there, Albuquerque had a snow
blizzard they still talk about, and it never
got too much better the rest of the way.
Coming home I decided to live danger
ously and drove a "drive-away" pick-up
truck back to L.A. ran out of gas in
Hlinoisand walked about two miles
(seemed like ten) in about minus 20 de
gree weather plus the wind-ohill. You
really get the impact of "wind-chill" on
a day like tha,t as the semi-trailers whiz
by you at 65 miles per hour! Nowadays
I mostly fly to the shows and I love every
minute I'm there,

One show I have greatly missed seeing
is the Southern Jacobin Club, and I hope
to make this show too, someday soon. I
am a native Texan, and as much as the
SJC is a part 'of the World of Jacobins,
I really ought to get down there and see
j"a'll. .
...................................................,
I Indian Fantail Views i
• Ii By TONY ,BRANCATO i
i Santa Marl., Ca"f. i· ......................................................~

Tracing the early development of the
Indian Fantail to India and the introduc
tion to the United States as stated before
is not all faot nor all fiction. The breed
has been in -the United Kingdom as early
as the 18th century.

Interest in the Indian Fantail did not
begmto take impetuous until a fancier in
California, Harvey Gatlin begin to breed
for certain colors, and promote the breed.
On the East Coast the breed had ts coun
terpart of Harvey Gatlin, then a lad Of
14 who began an ambitious promotional
campaign of the Indian Fantail. That
yourig fancier went on to work on sad
dles and the perfection of whites and be
came the writer of a monthly column oil
Indian Fantails!

The first Indians exhibited on the East
Coast were shown at the Danbury Con
neoticut Pigeon and Poultry show causing
little excitement and a lot of snide jokes
(1959). In 1962 this writer moved to Cali
fornia and sent all 150 of his Indians to
Harvey Gatlin, who then selected the
very best and used them in his stud to
develop our present day strain of Indians.
· A club was organized and the promo
tional campaign has never ceased. How
ever, in fairness to the Indian Fantail,
the breed itself is responsible for a lot of
itl!· popularity; simply because it is at
tractive, gentle, easy to breed and chal
lenging to say the least. Madison Avenue
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advertisers could not accomplish· a popu
lar breed if the breed just doesn't have
it. The Indian Fantail sells itself in that
it attracts a wide spectrum of fanciers
each year. The strong hold being the
West Coast and Mtddle West; the East
and South are still not Indian Fantail
oountry but. there are some break
throughs.

In conclusion, a lot has been left out of
this article, simply because of space.
Others deserv,e recoglllition as taking the
Indian f.rmn the early 1960's and pushing
,it to new heights of popularity; I hesitate
to name some. for fear of leaving some·
one out unintentionally. Perhaps in an
other column we can look at the modern
day champions of the breed who have
contributed to make the Indian FantaH
an exciting pigeon to breed,exhiblt, and
keep.
~~ !

Genn~e:::Peter I.

By TONY BRANCATO
:.

Santa Marla, Calif. !
~ ~

In this month's colwnn, the discussion
·will be about the elegant Bemburger
Trumpeter. Prior to 1965 little if anyone
had heard of the Bernburger. He was
there in lofts throughout this great land,
but seldom mentioned or exhibited for
reasons unknown to this writer. My ex
perience with the Bemburger began by
sheer accident. I was visiting a friend
and noticed an ·attractive bird that he
was using for some crossing experiments.
The bird was a poor quality Bemburger,
even at that the more I looked at this
individual bird the more I liked it.

I placed an ad in the APJ and received
one letter stating that he had one pair
of blues f.or sale. I purchased this pair
from Omaha, Neb. and to make a long
story short continued to purchase Bern
burgers wherever I could, always trying
to up date mine. The first birds were
poor quality and after five years of buy
ing birds and breeding I was nearly
ready to give up as the birds were still
inferior to what the Standard caUed for.
I import~ Bemburgers from England
and nearly fell over. They. were worse
.that ones I.cull!

The break1hrough occurred when I was
able -to purchase some quality Bernbur
gers from the East Coast, some of Wen
zel's imported stock, and with what I had,
developed a top notch stud. Just recently
l ·was fortunate to import with the help
of Dr. Robert Durig some excellent Bern
burgers from Germany. The colors were
fantastically deep and the birds were ex
ceptionaIly beautifuL What -was a sur
prise and a shock was that my blacks
were actually a wee bit better than the
'blacks from Germany's top breeder! It
is my opinion that the search to Ger
many will soon .en4 and they will. be
importing from· Ame~C{ln breeders sim-

ply because of the dedication of American
fanciers.

Besides the traditional colors of blue,
red, black and yeHow, several Bern
burger fanciers are embarked on some
tinique projects such as barless blues,
silvers, duns, and of course as written
before my interest in deve10ping laces
and white barred birds.

The Bernburger commands a lot of at
tention at the shows and even at the
Pageant of Pigeon shows where the
lovely English Trumpeter il) king, the
Bernburger courts the eye, and gains
in popularity!
..._ - .
i Giani Homer News
i By PAUL STEIDEN •

i _ ~.~.~~!!!~:..~!: 1
If you are trying to breed the Giant

Homer to look like and be like the ideal
which is illustrated and described in the
official AGHA Standard then you have
no doubt studied long and hard to get in
to your mind just what is wanted for an
ideal Giant Homer. Unless you are kid
ding yourself you soon realize that you
don't have one bird to come up to the
qualifications completely. Further study
of the Standard reveals that there are 15
major points to breed for and 11 disquali
.fications to breed away from. At this
point you are probably somewhat con
fused as to what your flock needs and
what should be culled out to increase your
chances of getting youngsters to more
neaJ'l1y match the Standard of perfection.

In my opinion, the first and foremost
thing needed in a good Giant Homer is
body. It's possible to have a good head,
neck, legs, wings and tail, but if the b1rd
lacks body it won't get to first base.
Body can best be guaged and evaluated
in the hand. With practice you can quick
ly learn to handle a bird and check such
items as depth, broadness, length, con
dillion, keel, back, breast, tail and weight.
While holding the bird, get in the habit
of checking i,t out for its strong and weak
points. The body should feel broad at
the front and taper back, sort of funnel
shaped to the rump. The keel should feel
deep and straight and run well back into
the rump area. The condition of the bird
should feel firm and strong, with the
feather finish slick in your hand. Look
down over the back and see that it is not
sway back and the rump not too wide.
Look at the tail, its feathers should whip
in together to· continue the wedge of the
body. The tail lerJgth should be short, not
extending very far past the tips of the
Night feathers. Try to guess the weight of
the bird while holding it. A double-check
with the scales may be needed· to .see
what weight· range your birds are in.
Usually you will find the. medium com
pact bird in condition will fall into the
correct weight range.

The back, breast, keel, body, and con
dition take up 60,of \:he (ificial Stan4az"d.'s

100 points. When your birds reach the
showroom the judge is. goj.ng to pick
them up and check these points. Be sure
your birds have a chance to satisfy him.

(·············D;·;;··ii·;i~·g;···········]·

i By ART R. MODLER j
& Oh'. I: Dayton, 10 i
~ _.....•..................."

Things seem to be back in the groove
again by this time of the year for Dove
fanciers. After a poor start with breed
ing activ:i.ties earlier In this year, reports
indicate that the doves have settled down
and youngsters -don't seem to be lacking
either in quantity or in quality in spite
of the extremely cold winter and abnor
mal patterns of winter weather. Another
good indication is the interest already
shown by fanciers in the coming show
season. nus may be considered as a
favorable barometer as to the attitude of
fanciers, since the pay-off for our efforts
lies in the showroom.

Word has been received that the An
nual Meet of the American Dove Associa
tion will have an additional 50 new dove
coops available at Louisvi'le, Ky. come
this Fall. This means more room than
ever for a greater competition. So start
grooming your birds, both the old and
young birds; at least, we can do some
of that "wishful thinking" about them
and see that "Winnah and Grand Cham
pion" right there in our loft! And as of
right now, too!

Since ·there has been such a healthy in
crease in the popularity of those lovely
little "lovelies" the Diamond Doves,
how about it, you Diamond fanciers, why
not get together and do something spe
cial at the show next fall that will em
phasize this popularity? Of course, there
is this problem of special cooping for this
little dove, but that shouldn't really be
a hindrance. Fanciers at previous shows
brought their own coops, many of which
were quite novel and encouraged many
others to build their own. Let's give it
some thought; such a lovely little dove
deserves more consideration, since we
are finding out more about its hardiness
and ease of care. We might add, perhaps
the same may be said for many of the
other rare doves, too.

From time to time we hear of interest
ing experiences from fellow Dove fan
ciers with their doves and the odd be
havior pa·tterns exhibited by them. For
example, all of us have noticed amorig
Ringnecks the devotion of birds to their
nes!!ing and breeding partners. Quite of
ten, while the hen is sitting on the eggs
the cock bird wili fly to the edge of the
nest and try to squeeze in along-side of
her, trying t{) assure her that all is well
.and wants to pitch: in and help. Ofren,
he will bring a piece of nesting
material as an offering and tuck it' in
where he. feels there is a need of it. Fin
ally, the nest gets to be a stack of nest
ing material and gets to the point where

(Cc9tinued on page 456)
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By FRED SMITH

Henderson, III.

Helmet Happenincs

....................................................
· Bokhara "

I, Trumpeter A-l
News !

By AL GaACE :
I Lackawanna, N.Y. !....................................................

The old saying is, we should never be
carried away by surging currents of
emotion. Of course it is true. Yet when
Our baby Bokhara Trumpeters are ready
to leave their nest, we cannot help but
feel a smiling exhileration, over our fond
est grouchy moods. Young Bokharas with
~heir various colors and markings, bring
~oy to our efforts, warming up our hopes
m sparkling scintillation, the very es
sen~ of central charm of what Our hobby
consIsts. Ever present realization that
being everyday sincere work and effort
partrlers, we can make Our mutual pi
geon friends happy!

Our desire to accomplish through truth
and study of genetics, the ever hidden
secrets of nature and to accomplish the
impOssible dreams ever nurtured by man
(and ladies) since the concepNon of
Egyptian hieroglyphics. When we,
through example, instill in others the
continuation of producing the hither to
superior and majestic, Bokhara Trum
peter. This is the purpose of the IBTC
and has been ever since the Bokhara
Club has had its humble beginning.

Standard point allotment has had only
five replies. It looks like most of the
members are not to anxious to change
for a while. I believe Egan Thiel has
submitted the most intelligent allotment.
His idea suggests an almost equal im
portance to all main characteristics of
the modern Bokhara. We aU know in the
show pen a well balanced Trumpeter gets
the nod from the judge. As Egan Thiel's
allotment denotes, all physical attributes
are of equal importance. Let's keep it
this way.

Leroy Radley has been in the hospital
again. A nice letter from him tells us
he is on the way to recovery. We all ap
preciate the fine job you have done as
our Sec.-Treas., Leroy. Due to Mr. Rad
ley's capable character, we now have
$280 in our treasury and all outstanding
biBs paid in full! Leroy asks to have a
rest for awhile, so Dick Herman of Stacy,
Minn., will be our new Sec.-Treas.

Now is the time to select our next
show site. Mich. and Minn. are cen
trally located. Both states have several
good all-breed pigeon shows. Late in the
season shows are good, but winter is in
its full glory in January. We believe Nov.
shows would be better for all concerned.

All members of the Western Bokhara
Trumpeter Club must be very busy band
ing their 1977 champions. We wish you
good luck WBTCI Clair Hetland attended
their Bokhara meets last year. He was
so impressed with their cheerful hospital
ity and ever-present enthusiasm. Yes, we
have a wonderful group of Bokhara fan-
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ciers in Calif., who know how to produce
outstanding strains of Trumpeters in aH
colors. The IBTC is proud of your BOo
khara accomplishments. Let us hope an
Eastern Bokhara Club is formed in the
near future.

Lee Johnson writes he has a healthy
successful breeding season. His chief in
terest this year is to produce a few good
yellows. We have a few very big body
yellows, still crossing them to black
selfs to produce a richer round rose. All
our yellows have pearl eyes and a very
loud booming voice.

Hetland writes he would like to band
a few good blacks. Seems like he is pro
ducing some nice mottles, that is my
favorite markings. Joe Albrecht had five
outstanding black mottles bred from the
No. 220 mottle hen with the 2 5/8 round
rose. We got only one cock and the No.
142 Mottle Molly out of No. 220. We now
have three granddaughters and one grand
son out of MottIe Molly, but not her
almost Elat rose.
New Members

Again this month we have two more
new members. Edward Glomski, o{
Rockford, III., joins our ranks. Let us
know what colors you like best, Ed.
From a fur away country we have Geir
Nikkelsen of Egersund, Norway. Mr.
Nikkelsen believes he is the only breeder
of Bokharas in Egersund. He is the man
ager of Zoologiske Flora and has added
to our International or World member
ship of the IBTC. Nice to have you men
with us!

In closing i would like to say when
we fancy a whim, and it gains a voice,
we find ourse'lves on the road to pro
gress. As our energies restless, leaves
us breathless, raising our pigeon dreams
skyward no sail! Invite a neighbor to
join us in the fun!

..
~
:
::.. .

Showing the bird you buy: This month
I'll scratch the surface of a controversial
topic in the Fancy as genera'ily every fall
we receive two or three letters stating
someone's dissatisfaction with a bird he
bought rthat didn't place well or someone
showed a bird and won a meet wi·th a
bird he just bought from a competitor. By
talking about this in the mid-summer
maybe we can help this situation a little.

There are pros and cons in showing a
bird a fellow buys. Let us look at it from
the breeder-seller standpoint first. As a
general rule the <fellow that sells the bird
had no further use for it in his breeding
program anyway, and that is why he sold
it. Many fellows think that if a bird is
bought from them and shown, and pr(}
per credit is given to the r.ightful breeder
then it is good advertising for him. This
is logical and praotical thinking, when

the proper credit is given. On the other
hand if a breeder knows that he must
compete against a good bird that he will
sell it isn't likely that <the buyer will get
as good of bird as he would have, had
he told the breeder. "I do not plan to
exhibit this bird but keep him as a stock ,
bird." The buyer'S chances of getting a 
better bird to start with is much greater.
I have found this to be particularly true
in bUying Tumblers in recent years.
Finally there are some fellows that create
a stigmia of "buying your way into a
championship," or, "He's a buyer not a
breeder." Candidly it doesn't take too
many years in the Fancy to see who the
buyers and who the breeders really are,
so buying one or two birds and showing
them would not necessarily constitute a
title as this.

From the buyer's standpoint, I could
see exhibiting a bird you buy providing
you are doing so as a test of evaluation
with competition, and providing you did
not break a promise of not showing the
bird when you purchased it, Likewise full
credit to the breeder is a must. If we
think about it that is a lot of responsi
bility but it would avoid the problems
that might come up. As for showing a
bird one buys simply for the sake of
gathering Master Breeder points this is
silly. For one thing the title Master
Breeder is exactly that, not Master
Buyer. In the past we had divided points
between breeder and buyer on wins in
this area but quite candidly who knows
where a bird finally ends up when the
trading sessions get hot and heavy at the
shows. It is impossible to keep track
after a two-year period.

ShOWing a bird you buy should be good
advertising for the fellow that bred the
bird but there seems to be little value
for the buyer with the exception of a test
of quality for the bird he bought.

An enjoyable visit to Topeka: May 20,
1977 our family packed up a few things in
the car and headed west to Topeka.
Kansas, for a week-end visit with the Al
Westling family. My daughter Elaina and
I had visited them in 1973, and we had
told the wife how impressed we were
with that visit that she could hardly wait
to get there. The week-end was most en
joyable with the iris flowers in full bloom,
another hobby AI and I share. His Tum
blers were in high gear, and as usuaI
the Westling hospitality was simply won
derful. A new swimming pool was the
main attraction for the daughter, while
a cook-out, a state dog show, and an
artist show all took up a portion of a very
busy week-end. In the loft AI said things
had been a little slow but I saw plenty of
young birds coming on nicely. A bird that
really impressed me was a mealy cock
bird he raised last year. Before we had
to head home Sunday I found myself the
heir to AI Westling's Andalusian Tumbler
project, a group of Tumblers that are ex
cellent as the Tumbler world knows, and
a gift I am deeply grateful for. I want to
take this time to 1hank the Westlings.
AI, Charlene, and their boys for a
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By DR. SAMUEL ZENTMAN, Southfield, Mich.

Systems Approach To Fantail Fanciers

"Miss Lonesome" - The Story of aFantail

birds have done very well. He first at
traoted attention at -the 1975 National
Young Bird Show and at the Ray D.
LaFleur classic of the same year. In
1976, his birds did extremely well both
at the state and national levels. At the
'76 National Young Bird Show, he took
best silver and reserve champion and
also placed in the upper half with 6 out
of his 10 birds. At the January '76 Na
tional in Dayton, his showing was even
more impressive. He took best silver,
best bodymark, best almond, best
powdered blue young hen, and best old
black saddle. In all, 23 of his 32 birds
placed in the first half.

Based on his information system, BiU
changed many of his matings last yea\\"
and feels that these changes have pro
duced some exceptionally promising
youngsters.

Others, such as Dave Cox from Pon
tiac, Mich., have adopted Diemer's
methods and has already begun to reap
the booefits of the systems approach.

As more and more breeders adapt
these methods to their own use, there
is no doubt that the results will become
evident in the showroom. As Bill syas,
''Whether in business or in hobbies, good
documentation is essentiaf', and the
products of this philosophy have elevated
the hobby of Fantail breeding in Michigan.

chance of an understanding on either.
Being as I was raised a pure southern

lady, I asked my owner to please put
me back in my cage as I was ashamed
I had ever been born. Now if you are
different in color or in other minor ways,
you know just how I feel. Being just a
dumb bird and not a smart human, I
think the whole thing is asinine but I
do believe our owners should try to work
things out for the good of the Fancy. I
have grown a lot in knowledge this year.
I found out that my being different in
color is no different than some of those
owners. At least we don't have all the
other troubles they do. As my owner
explained to me, J am still a Champion
even though, when being shown as an
AOC, I didn't get those extra points for
color that they are all talking about. He
told me he was a dirty old man and he
liked my body and loved my tail and be
darned if he wouldn't put me wirth his
best grizzle cock and he would be back
next year.

From what I heard at the showroom,
there would be a lot of discussion and in
time, all would be O.K. In the loft, we
Fantails have always thought we had
more sense than most of our owners, but
if they will settle down, we believe they
could at least be equal to us. Maybe
their God will get tired of the whole bit
and get one of our Dear Friends up in
the great Loft, Saint Francis Assis'i to
help! If they pray as hard as they worry
about my color, everything will be O.K.

Until three or four years ago, nobody
in pigeon breeding ciroles had heard of
Bill Diemer. However, in the past few
years, Bill's small farm outside of
Brighton, Mich., has become the center
of a new scientific approach to Fantail
breeding. Bill has adapted the systems
approach, whch is one of the standard
tools in the data processing world where
he earns his living, to the fine art of
Fan,tail breeding.

The secret of his approach is a set of
complete, standardized, weH organized
records. Detai'led information is kept re
garding breeding history, special charac
terstics, and such show details as tem
perament of the bird in the show cage
and how loose or tight the lace should
be by bird. Bill feels that no one can
remember all of the mating and breed
ing details even for relatively few birds,
and haphazard record keeping is almost
as bad as no record keeping at all.

Bill breeds from 50 pair and shows
birds covering a rainbow of colors in
cluding whites, blacks, blues, silvers,
powdered blues, reds, yellows, and al
monds. His breeding techniques have
a,lso been used to produce striking birds
in bodymarks, splashes, saddles, tail
marks, duns, andalusians, and grizzles.

The proof of any approach to pigeon
breeding is in the showing and Diemer's

drops me a line and talks Helmets. Look
ing back I shipped some birds out that
way when his boy was about 10 years old
and he is a senior in College this year, so
the time really flies. I guess what I'm
trying to say more than anything else in
the paragraph is that good friends are
forever seems like, and our breeding
pigeons seem to be secondary toward that
end. Til next month Happy Helmeting.

By ,BUD HAGAiN, Louisville, Ky.

When my owner began to caH me that this class or that class. I guess I was
name, I thought he was just trying to be just an ignorant young Fantail as I
funny. If you know him, then you know thought all these humans !mew what they
what I mean. Little did I know what were doing. This is where I was wrong!
was in store for me a.t the shows. If I heard one opinion, I heard at least

As I have found out in my travels to a dozen different ones. I called my owner
several shows this year, it just doesn't over and asked him if they didn't have
pay to be a little different in looks from a Standard to go by. Yes, he said, but
the norm. Basically I was born a Fantai'l, the best he could find out was that either
a very good Fantail, I thought. Even there were different Standards or the
from the very first steps I took, I knew fanciers were interpreting it differently.
that my legs were on in just the right I asked him how this could be. He an
position. This made me very proud and swered like this, "You know, there is
I threw my chest out as far as I could only one God but there are different ways
and did I strut! As I grew, all the rest of that people look and pray to God. They
my body began to fill out in just the have different names and different forms
right places. The only thing wrong was but all pray to the same God". This
my color. At first I V'ras very worried made sense for a while but soon tem
but soon my owner was picking me up pers were showing and I thought to my
more often and setting me down in the self, if they get as hot about their dif
training pens. My owner 1s getting on ferent religions as they do about our
in years and has the same habit that my differoot colors then they don't have a
grandfather has, he talks to himself and
also to all his birds. He began to show
me off to his friends.

This is where my troubles began. I
was not a true blue bar in color. I have
white on my rump and white flecking on
my head. I soon learned that this made
little difference to my owner as he stated
to me so often, "ain't any of us perfect".
He just kept saying to throw out my
chest and hold that beautiful tail right
and to dance like a ballerina. He trained
me Weill and I responded. Soon it was
time to hit the shows. This is where I
was to learn that it doesn't pay to be
a little different. In one show I would
be shown as an AOC; in another as a
blue. There seemed to be a lot of con
fusion as to what classes I belonged in.
I knew I was different and guessed my
owner was upset because I was. He ex
plained that he thought it best to show
me as an AOe and that AOC meant
"Any Other Color" and was for mis
marks and all other Fantails that are
not of a Standard color. Besides, he" said,
the people that run the shows couldn't
have a separate class for just any color,
like me, that happened t'O come a:iong.

I began to feel a lot better because
this generally put me in the judging pens
with a lot of pure colored birds that just
didn't have enough breeders to breed
them in numbers. This made me very
proud~ when I won the Central District
meet and the big Central meet. Even at
these shows I began to hear crying and
complaining that I should be shown in

memorable week-end and we look forward
to their visit with us next May when
the flowers are in bloom again.

Bill Preston, thanks for the memol'ies:
A couple weeks ago I received a warm
and interesting letter from Bill Preston
in Newburgh, N.Y. I've known Bill and
his son indirectly for a number of years,
probably over 20 if we stopped to think
think about it, and every so often Bill
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-Racing Homers
The ARPU Announces AGiant Step Forward

By MRS. EDNA SCIFRES, Pub. Dir., Greenville, S.C.

A special and important message from Robert Herrick heads the Convention
your AU President, Edward Tatum. A Book committee, and we certainly hope
giant step forward has been made by the we can depend on your assistance through
American Racing Pigeon Union with the an advertisement from your club, as an
establishment of a Special Aid Depart- indiv.idual with birds and interests, your
ment to serve -its members. The Depart- business or personal greetings. The Who's
ment is headed by Harold L. ("Hack") Who at $1 per listing is an ideal directory
Stanford of Bakerstown, Pa. The Staff bargain and your support is vastly appre-
is comprised of A1vip A. Becker, Stanley ciated by the host city. For advertising
P. Biesiadecki, Dr. Edward Bland, Dr. rates: Full page $60; % page $35; 14
Annelda Brauchle, Andre Gobert, Dr. Wil- page $20, photo and special cuts $5 extra.
lard F. Hollander, Dr. Jack Hylton, Dr. Publication deadline is August 15. Please
Bruce Ostler, Dr. Charles Selman, and send all ads with checks or money orders
Harold Stanley. Experts all! payable to Greater Tampa Bay Center to

The purpose of this new Department is Robert M. Herrick, 12806 No. Boulevard
to serve the members who have problems Tampa, Fla., 33612. '
or need answers in any area of the sport. The Convention Agenda will be final-
The staff will cover all phases of the sport ized and ready for publication in Septem-
including: Loft construction, manage- ber, and hopefully the registration in
ment, breeding, feeding, cOnditioning and formation will be included. Please note,
health care. This Staff can also give ex- the AU Board meeting wi'll be held on
pert advice in Chlamydia! Infections, Wec!pesday, November 9 at 9 a.m.' there
which is the organism which causes Psit- fore all board members should make
tacosis which is seen in the pigeon, and reservations for the evening of Nov. 8.
in pigeon breeders lung disease. AU President Edward Tatum writes:

Without a doubt this special aid de- "Busy is the word here, and we have
partment will be a boon to Racing Pi- been undergoing a rough time with the
geon fanciers wherever they may be 10- shock of John Nolan's passing. I just re-
cated. It will be a great help, not only cently learned of Tom Peacock's trouble
to the novice flyers, but to the veteran and hope is on the way to a speedy
flyers as well. recovery. The weather has been so bad

For years people have asked: "What with rain, hail and tornadoes that to date
is the National. Organization doing for I have not had birds in one race; hope
us?" Here is your answer! If you do fully will get to fly the last 400 and 500m
not avail yourself of the benefits which later on. The information on 'Bronco' is
this depaI'tment has to offer, then who do enclosed, BCC-73-ACF-919, winner of AU
you blame but yourself! All requests for Hall of Fame Honrable Mention in the
assistance in any area muSt be directed 1976 OB Awards, with thanks to the HOF
to the Chairman, Harold L. Stanford, Box Committee Chairman and staff."
154, Bakerstown, Pa., 15007. Your letter Congratulations to the Texas Center on
must state exactly what your problem is. their fine monthly publication forwarded
Mr. Standford then directs your letter to by the PD Otis Thomas, thank you. The
the proper Staff Member for handling. 1977 Convention will have Hqs. at the

The American Racing Pigeon Union Hilton Inn in North Austin, IH 35 and
wishes to express its gratitude to the US 290 E. on July 8-9th and best wishes
above mentioned individuals who have so go to all in "Bob Will's, and Ray Price
willingly agreed to serve. They are" truly Country" for a most successful event.
pioneers in opening the way for the Ad- A" nice note from Sec. Bill Morrow:
vancement of our sport. "Sorry I am late, and thanks for your

AU Hqs., Tampa, Fla., November 10- efforts"along with the information on
13 at the Tampa International Holiday his AU Champion "Miss America" Hall
Inn. The Greater Tampa Bay Center and of Fame Awards for 50 and over lofts in
host Chairman for the 1977 AU Conven- the YB class. A fast and beautiful one.
tion sends Richard Parrino greetings to Oongratulations Bill.
all and writes: "The Center is striving to The Pittsburgh Center Newsletter from
make this year's Convention a most en- Pete Barry expressed the loss felt by all
joyitbleand memorable one, and to in the death of John Nolan recently. Of
achieve this end, J:I:lany of our members special interest was an article remem
are working dHigently wi.th their various bering among other strong experiences
committees. wa!! time spent tc;>gether iI:l Australia dur-

ing World War II where the same dedica
tion in service became a way of life in
later years. Among happy photos a 55
year old classic of some "AU Greats",
and Pete's lovely lady Charlotte". Bless
you all.

To all Officers, Board Members, Ap
pointed Chairmen and Program Direc
tors. The Board of Directors have voted
to appoint Russ Teller, 22701 56th Ave.
W, Mount Lake Terrace, Wash., 98043.
Phone: 1-206-778-9515-, On the Board of
Directors to replace John Nolan, Defi
ance, Ohio, who passed away on April
20, 1977. Russ Teller is a credit to the
sport and the Union, having been very
a'Ctive in the growth of the Pacific North
west Center of the ARPU and the Wash
ington State Racing Pigeon Organization.
The membership is fortunate to have
Russ serve on the Board. - Charles
Herin, AU Sec.
Russ Teller

Russ Teller, active in the sport as a
flyer and leader for 18 years is presently
serving as President of the Northwest
AU Center, 2nd Vice Pres. of the Wash
ington State Concourse. He was honored
as Man of the Year in the Evergreen
Concourse, and for outstanding service
for the Sn<rKing Combine. Active in
WSRPO Show programs, and served as
Chairman of the Show Judge's Selection
Committee, and honored as Man of the
Year in 1976 in the Washington State
RPO, Russ Teller writes: "The record
in part of my activities in the sport wiH
shed some light on my interest and de
sire 'to serve our sport. I do not seek
membership on the Board for any per
sonal gain, but rather the sincere desire
to serve the sport which has been so
much a real part of my life over the
years, and very rewarding to me also.
In the .last election in 1976 though losing
by a scant 96 votes, I considered it a
moral victory for an unkonwn 'first
timer.'

"I consider it a high honor to serve on
the Board of Direotors, and will do my
very best to serve our sport which we
all desire to see grow, proper and gain
in ,favor with the public. Sincerely - Russ
Teller."r··....··Fi;;id~· ..Fi;;h;···..····l
· .· .: :: By JACK KEEN :· .· .5 Orlando, Fla. 5· ., ,

Central Florida Pigeon Fanciers Ass<r
ciation has become a strong and compati
ble organization that must be recognized
by all Fancy Pigeon buffs and Racing
Homer people alike for their capabilities
in the fields of constructive entertain
ment in the Orlando areas.

The CFPFA celebrated its first anni
versary on May 15 at Downey Park off
east Hwy. 50 with a meeting and enter
tainment with open barbecque and swim
ming under F'lorida sun skies.

(~ued onpage 455)



By MORRIS COHEN, Pres., Philadelphia, Pa.

Vincent D. Snyder Memorial Scholarship Fund

Merit ,Band $1000 Jackpot Subscribers
, In April, the VDS Fund received the

following entries for, the many cash
prizes to be awarded ,to young birds
bearing the VDS Merit Bands. $1000 in
cash has been set aside, and selections
will be made from outstanding race per
formancesin regular club scheduled
races. Dave Smith of the Woodside Fly
ing Club of Waukesha, Wis., registered
Merit bands on behalf of many of his
members who dooated $40 and are now
eligible for the $1000 Jackpot prizes. In
the Bay State RPC of Mass., Gerar,d
LeBeau recorded $20 in entries for 8 of
his members. Fred Hunsinger of Ber
wick, Pa., signed up 9 members and sent
$30 to VDS Fund. Ed Dickey of the Val

dosta RPA in Ga., paid for 10 members
to compete in the Merit awards with a
$25 check. John E. Townsend of the
Bountiful Utah RPC, has six Merit band
contenders in the running with a $6 con
tribution. RandaU Berky, registered 25
VDS Merit bands for 9 members of the
Lenape Pigeon Club, Bechtelsville, Pa.
Lora Neufeld of the Antelope Valley
RPC in Palmda'ie, Calif., recorded $11 in
Merit band sales to Jack Clutter and his
son Bret, and to loft of Lee and Lora
Neufelq. They both fly from the same
loft in that beautiful part of Calif.
Other Contributions For April

Frank Mellon of the Cape Cod HPC in
Mass. $10, for his many members, and
$10 more from W. P. Bunnell, Sec. of
the Elizabeth City HPC in N.C. A. S.
Venezia of the Indianapolis RPC contri
buted $10 on behalf of 10 members. The
Adams Racing Pigeon Club in Mass.
donated $5. Our staunch booster Carl
Stone of the Coalinga RPC in Calif. sent
$10 for himself and three other members.
Gino Balzarini, sent $10 on behalf of his
Cape Ann Pigeon Fliers in Gloucester,
Mass. Melvin R. Menard and his Kan
kakee RPC in III. donated $10. A most
welcome check came from Norman' Bud
inger of Woodland Hills, Calif. ,and Rhode
Island Members Raymond Parmentier,
Rene Pilon, and Herbert Straight each
sent in two bucks, to record two VDS
Merit bands. We do appreciate their
sincerity and SUPPON, as we have re
cently awarded $1000 to student nurses at
St. Josephs Hospital School of Nursing in
Providence, R.I. Their sec. Walt Mynar
ski has VDS, Mer-it bands, and at last
report he sold 20 of them to his mem
·bers. We know he wi'il do even better, as
$1000 more has been earmarked for very
special student nurses at their local hos
pital diploma school of nursing, who are
in dire need of assistance. Richard
Young, our VDS Charity auction chair
man ,in Denver, Colo., sent in $495 from
his great sale held in his area, and he
Will boost the net even higher with a
special breeding project he is working on
for benefit of VDS Fund. In the dynamic
Detroit area, we always can count on
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real support, such as the $125 check re
ceived from the O.W.L. Flyers. They
sold 50 VDS bands for $5 each and sent
us half of the $250 realized. We hope they
nominate some good Merit Band jackpot
winners!

From Allison Park Pa., near Pitts
burgh, came a wonderful check for $510,
signed by our kind benefactor John
Guardalabene. John is the proud owner
of the biggest stud of original Massarella
birds in the state, and perhaps in the
USA. He always sends in many bids for
these great International champion stud
birds. And John also has selected Bel
gian Imports from the top men of Bel
gium. All accumulated over the past five
years at VDS charity auctions in Phila
delphia. Our wonderful Detlroit VDS Auc
tion Chairman, Ted Shymansky, (a really
great guy) sent us a fantastic VDS Merit
Band Report for sales to his West Side
Members, who invested (and donated)
$2.50 per VDS band, and 40 are signed
up already! And again from Detroit, a
$45 gift from H. Olow and his group
made back in February, was delivered
finally, by our great postal service. We
don't know if this was a personal gift
from Mr. Olow, or his club, as no note
was included along with the American
Express money order, but we thank Mr.
Olow, and all his Detroit friends. Inoi·
dentally, we have many applicants for
the Joan O'Connell Memorial Nursing
Scholarship, for highly qualified yOoog
ladies, who want to enroll at the Medical
College of Pa. We will let you know who
wins this choice full Wibion paid scholar
ship, worth many thousands of dollars.
Without our good boosters in Detroit, this
marvelous nursing scholarship could not
be offeredI
Join The Band Jackpot Gamel

Many fanciers around the nation have
complained that their club secretary be
ing indifferent ·to the' good VDS cause,
and the· $1000 Merit· band jackpot, and
thatVDS bands sent their club were
just thrown away. Since they have fine
young birdS banded with their oWn club
bands, it has been decided to allow these
pigeons to compete for the Merit band
jackpot too. All the fancier has to do, is
"nominate" as many birds as he wants,
from his 1977 young bIrd team, with a
dollar donation! Just· send us the band
number, with donation, by August 30th,
when your band number is recorded by
that date, just drop us a line if the nomi
nated pigeon has done well. And if the re
port is a good one, the nominated band
numbers go to the VDS Merit Band
Selection Committee. If this plan works
out, and it should, who knows, this idea
could mushroom to awarding ·thousands
upon thousands of dollars to the fanciers.
And of course "Dollars For Nurse
Scholars" could benefit -too, by setting
aside a modest percentage for the char
ity scholarship food. Letting fanciers

nominate their best youngsters with their
own bands on the pigeons will really open
the door on exciting National awards,
much like the old, and very popular AU
sealed Velocity awards, where many,
many thousands of dollars were woo by
fanCiers allover America. In our new
idea, fancier wilI benefit handsomely,
and American youth Will gain the best
nursing education.
VDS Imports Breed Winners

Over the past six years, Dollar-s For
Nurse Scholars, have received gift pi
geons from prominent Racing Pigeon fan
ciers in Belgium, United Kingdom of
Great Britain, Holland, West Germany,
Canada, France and South Africa. It is
with great pleasure that we receive glow.
ing reports of the success that our VDS
auction buyers have had with their yOoog
birds bred directly off the imported pi
geOllS. Tohe prices paid for the overwhelm
ing majority of pigeons have been modest,
much lower than the prices one would
pay for importing birds on an individual
basis. VDS benefaotors usually bought
their birds for much under a $100 each.
Usually from $50 to $70 per bird. Of
course certa·in U.S. fanciers went after
the Louis Massarella donated birds, such
as the diJ:e young birds off of Workman,
($2800 paid by Richard FaIT of Minn.),
and another Richard Farr purchase of a
direct daughter from Champion Motta
for $3100 at a Philadelphia VDS Louella
Loft sale. Blood and breeding will tell, be
cause a Richard Farr youngster was beat
fraotions of a yard for 1st place in a
giant Arizona classic, flying against the
best of American bred yooog birds. And
consider the tremendous flying record of
Tom Nettis with his repeated wins against
the strongest competition in America, the
North Jersey clubs and combines. And in
the state of Dela., Harold and Carol Stan
ley have WOn time and again with VDS
acquired pigeons from England and Bel
gium. In the Greater Philadelphia area,
Dr. Tomassetti has scored often with his
young VDS purchases from English and
Belgian birds. Joe Gydosh, of the well
known Apollo Lofts in Norristown, Pa.,
just woo a whole flock of 500 mile titles
in end of May 1977 racing in several large
combines and clubs in the Mid-West we.
know why VDS birds are quickly bo~ght
at our Cleveland and Elgin, m., sales.
Winners for many lofts, time and again
over the past 5 years.

A single VDS auction in Ariz., produced
many, many yOUhg bird winners in their
big Desert Ii1Vitational race, plus other
local Arizona club races. In N.J., Rube
McIntyre leads a large flock of fanciers
flying and winning with VDS progeny
from Belgian and English imports. This
entire edition could be fmed with happy
stories of VDS winners from Coast to
Coast. And in our 51st state of Hawaii,
our VDS supporters are winning over the
toughtest race courses in the world, over
the Pacific ocean areas, far from the
sight of any land. These particular pi
geons Me from the late Frans Weynants,

(Continued on page 454)



Southern Racing Pigeon Association News
By MRS. EDNA SCI,FRES, Pub. Dir., Greenville, S.C.

SRPA Hqs., Wilmington, N.C. - The the Swamp Fox club (and thank you
1977 Coovention City waits to welcome for the ride in the brand new Mark V
y.ou, and an outstanding program has Continental which was Martha Cassity
been arranged for the enjoyment of all. Carter's gift for helping clock the club
President David Temple recently hospi- winner!) and finally R. George of Val·
talized for surgery reports speedy re- dosta whose birds all did a fantastic job
covery and improved health. Our best of making through the downpours.
wishes are extended as we look forward Thanks to SRPA Race Sec. Frank Price
to a great race, show, ladies program for handling the race, and the advance
and festivities in Wilmington, with the results. The SRPA Open 300m was flown
Baldwin super-greats, Will, Peg, Tom, May 15th and results will appear later,
Bud and Jimmy spearheading the pro- the final SRPA 500m Open to be flown
gram, and the President's lady, Mamy May 28.
adding enthusiasm and efforts. It appears that many of our clubs are

Convention Ch. Will Baldwin advises losing members and it is difficult to find
the race birds are coming in well, and a solution to the problem. The Piedmont
the1support is appreciated. Repeating the HPC of Greenville, forced to pass up the
address for shipping the race birds. David OB series invites and welcomes active
B. Temple Jr., c/o Piedmont Airlines, participants in racing competition. Re-
Wilmington, N.C. Phone 919-799-1985. cently located in Greenville, Dan Kohler
Home address: 350 ~oulon Drive, Wil- formerly of I\:he Raleigh, N.C. area stop-
mington, N.C., 28401. ped by and plans to have a loft establish-

The first 210 birds only will be accept- ed and birds down the road come YB sea-
ed, fee $25 per bird with all entry fees son which is welcome news. Somehow we
returned in capital prizes, paying 20 must find the cure for tired blood in our
prizes with $1500 first prize to the win- sport!
nero Call Will Baldwin at 919-791-2606 for The Ramada Inn on 291 Bypass and
further information. Replacement pigeons, Interstate 85 welcomes you to the PPC
,in the event of death or loss may be sent Summer Show on July 9-10th where the
up to August 1st, '77. Enjoyed a call from hospitality and competition is unequalled.
Fritz Kliphuis of Holland, Mich., hoping Entry fee $1 per bird, trophies on 16
to repeat his 1975 first prize Convention classes for Young Birds, 6 classes for Old
race success in 1977, good luck and best Birds and Champion Young and Old
wishes. Birds. Ribbons to three places, auction

The Convention show as always ranks birds from top lofts and prizes. Social
among the biggest and best in the USA festivities begin at 5 p.m. on Saturday in
and as an open show, all top competitoon the PPC Hospitality room. Show begins
is ,invited. Appreciate inquiries from at 9: 30 a.m. Sunday. Please note! New
Joseph Denesi and Robert Wetcher. Phone No. for Show Chairman, Edna
Please write Will Baldwin, 4617 Long Leaf Scifres, 803-277-5405 or call H. W. Bayne
Hills Dr., Wilmington, N.C., 28401 and re- 246-3938 for further information. Call
quest that your name be placed on the Ramada toll free 800-228-2828 or Direct
mailing list for the Convention literature. 277-3734.

The first in the SHPA OB series was A special welcome to Mr. and Mrs.
the Joe Engel Handicap (SRPA banded) Terry Gallagher of Smithburg, Md., and
300m flown on May 1 under adverse con- SRPA member W. C. Cowart of Savan
ditions for many cities. Of the 26 cities nab, Ga. planning to share this fine event
participating, 50% failed to report and for the first time. We appreciate so much
the thunderstorms covering Ga., Carer those who travel so far to support our
linas and Tennessee were a big factor. activities. A call from Gay Elam to re
Columbus, Ga. took 1st SRPA diploma for mind all of the need for early reserva-
George Dorer with 1266.69 as winning tions at the Quality Inn, toll free 800-323-
speed. PI'. Kronk of Ft. Lauderdale, Jim 5151 for the Chattanooga YB show on
Deville of Alexandria, Va. and Chris July 2-3 at the club house. See last issue
Jacobi of Indian River took next three for details, and happy to hear that good
places. Sleepy Elam's Putmans came friends Roy and Mary Hatchard plan to
.through in Chattanooga for 5th place attend and enjoy this fine annual event
while Steve Jenkins in Norfolk, Va. and with us all.
Fred Arant in Barnwell, Ga., Mike Anika A call from D. J. Nabors advises that
in Savannah and Barry Tucker in Char- plans are being made for a fall show in
leston stayed in the prizes. The last SRPA the Cleveland, Tenn. area and should at-
diploma and prize went to George Smith, tract some good competition. It is encou-
our past PPC member flying with Spar- raging to note the interest in good Racing
tanburg, S.C. and the happiest in the Pigeon shows and respect the handful of
SRPA reporting his 1st club win "with a hard workers who contribute much time
Scifre's bird beating 12 lofts!" Congra- actd effort toward the success of the
tulations to all, we liked that too know- shows. To date the fall show calendar
ing the competition in Spartanburg is ex- lists only the Piedmont HPC Annual Show
cellent. on Nov 5-6 and the SRPA Convention

Just out of the money was Keith Fur- Show Dec. 3. Advise me in writing of
tick of Augusta, Ga.; Stacy Carter from any more scheduled shows in the south-
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ern states please, we aU enjoy these
social even,ts.

Best wishes for a speedy recovery go
to past SRPA Pres. Tom Peacock from
all. Tom suffered a mild heart attack with
some compHcations but advised much
improvement. Good luck to participants
in the 1000m race ACT promoted by Sec.
Harold Driver of Durham, N.C., and
,thanks to Jerry Crawford of Houston,
Texas as liberator. Release May 26 and
let's hope the weather is favorable for
these super-birds.

SRPA Directors: Please list your memo
bership· in an Ad for the 1977 Convention
Book. To keep in touch we must have
your name and address. Support the sport
and the SRPA Convention host club, and
we'll see you for a happy time in Wil
mington, N.C., December 1-4.

Vincent D. Snyder Scholarship Fund
(Continued .from page 453)

and olJher youngsters from the Denys
BIiksem family, plus the great perform
ances of a team of ten West German
young birds sold under the supervision
of VDS chainnan Burt Muira in Honolulu.

The quality of VDS Import birds are so
well established that serious buyers send
blank checks to the sales, on a "Buy At
Any Price" basis, when we get direct
original imports for auction from the lofts
of the great fanciers of Belgium, such as
Andre Van Bruaene, Descamps Vact Has
ten, Leo Marit with his wonderful Roosen
family, Maurits Beuselinck Cattrysse,
Maurice Delbar, Robert Venus, De Noore
and Son, Leon Lietaer, P. and E. Dae
nen, Frans Labeeu Roger Veerecke, Pol
Bostyn, Jules GaUez, Marcel Desmet, and
just about each and every living fancier,
featured in 'the history of the Belgian
Strains, the best book ever written on
contemporary and past masters of the
Belgian sport of Racing P,igeons. Occa
sionally cheap shots are taken at import
ed Belgian birds. American VDS auction
buyers are smart enough 'to discount
those sour grape comments, and take into
recognition the exceptional good records
of our fine Belgian and other foreign
benefactors.
Contributions For Ma,y

David Lara of the Northglenn Pigeon
Olub in Colo. sent in $25 for his VDS $1000
Merit band sales to 9 members. $40 carne
from Frank Zedan of the San Francisco
Calif. Racing Pigeon Club Merit bands
No. 9261 through 9300. The Greater Ham
mond Ind. RPC settled for their Merit
band purchases with a $30 gift check.
The great secretary of the Capitol City
RPC in Columbia, S.C. sent $18 and a nice
report on his effol'ts with Merit bands.
John Furio of the Wel1wood Homing Pi
geon Club contributed $5 for his smail
dub in Farmington, N.Y. $5 came from
Joseph Medeiros J'r. of Somerset, Mass.
for his Merit bands. Mer,it bands No. 101
and 102 were paid for by Richard Hurteau
of the R.I. Club in Woonsocket. Albert
Parent of Cumberland, R.I., registered'
his "luck Merit barrds", No. 37, 38.

American Pigeon Journar



.............. , •••••• ij ••••••••••••1II1i••"1I" ~•• 1Ii ,1l.i1 N

AOROSS THE NATION "WINS MORE" AROUND THE WORLD

7, Fed daily, it will keep your birds in showroom coodition
fue year round.

8. It will put your birds through a better and more com
plete moult.

9. Your birds will be healthier & more immune to disease.
10. Inoreases egg fertility 95-100%.

TRY A PACKAGE
You must be 100% SATISFI,ED or YOUR MONEY
BACK. Please return unused portion.
By first class, air mall - 1 pkg. $4.00 - 2 pkgs. $7.50
3 pkgs. $10.50 - 6 pkgs. $19.50 - 12 pkgs. $36.00.
Wholesale prices available upon request.

Canadian Money Orders In U.S. funds only.

Milwaukie. Ore•• 972'22P.O. Box 22523
Phone: (503) 659-9663

B. L. Whitten

SIMPLY fANTASTIC
An Amazing Formula Put Up For Racing Pigeons A nd Show Birds. It Conditions Birds For Top Prizes.

WE GUARANTEE
1. It will show an improvement in their droppings in just

four clays.
2. A week later, racers will take their exercise more freely.
3. Two weeks on WINS MORE you will notice a general

overall improvement.
4. They have brighter eyes and slip through your hands like

fine silk.
5. They wiU Glow and Sparkle and the bloom will last and

last.
6. Your birds will have a Glossy Sheen never before ob

tained.

, .

~••.................................................

,. .
¥.D.S. Fand

1146 N. 2nd St.• Phil.dalphia, P•., 19123

American
Racing Pigeon News

Devoted exclusively to the Sport of
Pigeon Racing. Published by Thelma H.
Snyder.

Subscription: $10.00 Per Year
Singles Copies $1.50

Combination: American Pigeon
Journal and American Racing PI
geon News, both for 1 year, $15.

Subscription to Canada or Mexico,
$17.50 per year.

American Racing Pigeon News
2421 Old Arch Rd., Norristown, Pa., 19401

RACING PIGEON ,BULIoETIN
America's First & Only Pigeon Weekly

$10.50 for 51 Issues
Subscribe now for the latest in Racing

Homer news. techniques. methods.
Write for our Catalog on:

Supplies - Books - Remedies
Harkers Remedies

RACING PIGEON BULIoETIN
94-G Compark Road. Centerville, Ohio, 45459
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NPA GENETICS BOOKLET

1951 Reprint .
Diagrams, Prlnclpl&s, Genetic

things you need to know about
breeding Pigeons. 36 pages. Size
6 x 9.

$3 per copy, postpaid
AMERICAN PIGEON JOURNAL

Book Dept., Warrenton, Mo., 63383
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. Pigeon Supply List Free
All Orders Sent Postpaid

In The U.S.A.
Ten Bob Traps 12" by 18", $6.95; 6

round perches. $6.95; "Nest Front 12" x
24". $3.95; Wood eggs, $2.95 doz.; L. L.
Loft register, $2.95; Message Carriers, 2
for $1; 100 Brewer's Yeast, $1.50; 100 Nest
Cards, $3.50; Warning slgnsr 2 for $1.50;
Wheat Germ Caps. $1.50; P geon Books.
Fountains, Feeders. N.F.Z. $1.95; book
of "The Pigeon". $36.95; "Encycle>pedla
Pigeon Book". $30; Bandettes, Spirals.
Nest Nos.

JAM,ES F. FONSECA
Fancier since 1908
71-M Hume Ave.,

Medford, Mass., 02155Jeffersontown, Ky., 41299Box 99215,

PURE WHITE RACING HOMERS

Belgian Pletinckx

Leg Bands
Your purch...u liltS "'DollM'I 'M Num khoI"'

_nd -vine"'" D. Snydtr MflllOf'Ul Scboluthlp ......

Reglslered - Seamless - All Sizes
15 Bandlfor $1.00

Add Po".", Stlmp

Racing Homers
The Base of our Loft

Are 500-600 Mile Winners
Buy from the Loft that first

Introcluced the Sion and Stauart
Strains Into America In the late
twenties, thirties and 1969.

A few 1977 Squeakers available
In June. Also Stock BIrd.. Apply
for prices. Foreign Inquiries Invited.

Charles Heitzman

Finest Long Distance Stock Available.
Shipping Worldwide Over 25 years.

BLiEDEN LOFT
5 Sidney Street. West Werwlck, R.I .• 02893

their mad dash to join the jostling crowds
of the entertainment worlds, often to dis
cover that "all that glitters was for their
gold".

Florida's East and West coastlines of
fer enclless miles of sandy beaches where
you may stop to allow mom and the kids
to fralicin the warm waters or search
for rare shells and pop can recall bygone
days admiring the bikinI chies.

Florida Flashes
(Continued from page 452)

Many thariks are offered to the con
structive activists who made this meeting
under a large paviUion a coostructive ef
fort to forward the fancy. Included are
Emil Donner. Frank Variello, Roy Fain,
Chuck Bagby, Roland Racey, Janet
Jewer, and Shirley Bagby. Dr. Frarik
Bagala with his English Trumpeters.

Jerry Neff of the Orlando HPC offered
an instructive talk on the Race Homer
aspect.

The June Summer Invitational will be
held on June 19 at the Orange County
Agriculture Center, 235 Michigan Ave.,
Orlando. Show secretary Leo Ferron an
ticipates 500 entries of the fancy bird
strains and race homers wiN compete.

The boundless panorama of Florida's
pristine wilderness with its leisure lure
IS by passed by many visitors during

$1 Nominated Bird Competition
A large number of Merit bands were

sent to U.S. clubs to compete for the
$1000 Jackpot of cash prizes. Few returns
have really been made, mostly because
of disinterested club secretaries, who are
1:00 busy to want to help Dollars For
Nul'se Scholars. It has been deci'CIed to go
directly to the fancier and let them nomi
nate their own banded birds, with bheir
own club bands. So, now the individual
fancier, can compete with his own band
ed birds, just by nominating the pigeon.
Look your young birds over. Jot down
the number of the most promising, and
send a $1 Nomination Fee for each bird
to VDS Fund. You instantly qua:lify your
nominated bird for the $1000 in jackpot
prizes, should this bird fly and win in the
1977 YB series. Nominate by Aug. 30th,
and notify VDS Fund if the nominated
birds does well by Nov. 30th. The VDS
"Nomin!lJted Bird Jackpot" could lead the
way to many thousands of dollars being
distributed nationwide. Support this idea
to help "Dollars For Nurse Scholars" and
the Pigeon Sport of America. My ad
dress: 1146 N. 2nd St., Philadelphia, Pa.,
19123.
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My Experien'ce With Fantails
By TOM PRITCHETT, Enid, Okla.

Having had Fantails for the major part
of my life, I knew that I would probably
re-enter the. hobby upon returning. to
civJlian life from the U.S. Navy. While
in Vietnam I had received the 1968 Fan
tail Special, and had devoured it from
cover 'to cover' turning it into a doggy
looking state. I'm sure I read and re
read it nearly as much as my £irst Fan
tail Special way back in 1961.
. Upon returning- from Vietnain I was.
stationed in San Diego, the home of the
Seventtl Fleet and GeraJld Champ. I was
determirted to take thls opport'W1ity to
view first hand one' of, if not the best,
stud of whites in the U.S. I called Mr.
Champ, ood he invlted me out the fol
lowing Saturday. I hitched a ride with
-the mail truck to Rosecrans Street, and
I stiM remember that long walk up the
hills of Garris50n Street to the Champ
residence. The Champs had a beautiful
home overlooking the harbor and nicer
people you'll never meet.· This was the
first of several Saturdays and Sundays
spent with Mr. Champ and Earl Clark,
listemng and enjoying Fans. I'H never
forget the pleasant times' spent with
these fine gentlemen.

Prior to my separatiOn from the Navy,
I acquired two pairs from Mr. Champ,
and he shipped them to my good friend,
Jay Stone, who kept them for me until I
could build a suItable loft for them.

The first loft wasn't much, but it work
ed well until I could finish my present
one. ,It was a 4' x 7' packing crate re
modeled with windows and a shed roof,
but:'-·a coat of paint did wonders for it.
I raised several useful birds in that pack
ing crate loft that season. 1" stili recall
the anticipation 01 felt as I placed my birds
in the shipping crate for Menomenee
I"alls, Wis. to the Central Fantail Club
meet' in· January 1971. It wasn't exactly
a banner year for us, but that 2nd place
ribbon meant as much to me as Cham
pion would to some.
. The next year. I mll-ted my Fans in

their new loft, and that's where we've
been doing business ever since. My loft
is small, 8' x 12', divided in haJJf with
One. side for breeding pairs and the other
for youngsters. I usually breed no more
than six pairs; this keeps my birds from
becoming overcrowded, and I believe I
can breed just as good of Fans with six
pcriors as I could with twelve. The bigger
breeders certainly have. the odds more
in thei-r favor, but once in a while we'll
sneak one by them, so 'it isn't all one
sided.
: I prefer to breed my pairs in individual

compartments 36" x 24" x 16" lrigh, be
~use I've found that my birds seem to
do bEltter. They. don't have to fight off"
i,ntruders and they can devote their time
to caring for their youngsters, who seem
to get a better start in life as they learn'
by watching the parents eartand seem to
rapidly pick it up. Also, I know for sure
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who the youngsters are out of, and I
don't have to wonder why one set looked
good and the other set didn't. It'~ just
a matter of preference, however, you can
breed Fans about anyway you want;
they're not particular. All they require
is a nest box and clean feed and water.

When the youngsters are old enough to
wean; I transfer them to a weaning pen
with others their own age until they learn
to eCil: and drink well by themselves. The
next' step is the floor of the young bird
pen where they can leam to walk and
handle themselves until after the moult.
After they moult I give them as much
time as possible, but the ones that don't
make it don't stick around long.

I break up my pairs in July ood pull
the spikes out of their tails so they can
start growing a new set of feathers for
the winter shows. I don't give my birds
bath water, because it's impractical' dur
ing the.bre~ng season, and I.don't want
the floor of the loft wet when I'm trying
to condition a bunch of birds. I've found
if you keep the' birds 'uncrowded and the
floor litter clean that they'll stay clean
and condition themselves quite easily.

That's about all the secrets I kriow
about raising and showing Fans, except
buy tl)e best stock birds available and
attend and show at as many shows as
possible. Talk to reliable breeders ·about
the points of good birds' and read and
study the Standard, then study it some
more. Every question you have is an
swered there; you just have to be intelli
gent enough to find it. Actually, there
aren't any secrets; mostly good common
sense and the stick-to--it attitude it takes
to stay with it until you can achieve your
goals. Don't ever run out of goals; just
set higher ones. The Fantail Fancy is
worthwhile and rewarding endeavor, and
those that stay· wi·th·it receive many re
warding experiences, lasting endeavors
and a feeling of satisfied accomplish
ment.

The· opportunities for new fanciers' in
the Fantail Fancy are at an all time
high; more good quality Fans in every
color and marking are being bred than
ever before. The opportunity to obtaln
top quality, breeding stock is, available
to those. interested enough to join a
specialty club and endeavor to breed
the dainty queens of the fancy. Come
join us in raising and showing these
lovely and petite heart throbs of the Pi
geon Fa~cy.

------
Dove Doings

(Continued from page 449)
the height becomes a liability to the
safety of the eggs or the young. When
this occurs, this writer removes the sur
plus nesting material aJ::\d drops it to the
floor. The cock bird seems to observe
this at once and will .fly to ,the' floor,
pick up the same straw, fly. up to the
nest and replace it in aJrnost the same

sPOt 'from' w'hiCh it was taken! The prO: .
cess was repeated the same way 3 or 4
times, and each time the cock reacted
in the same manner! Often he would give
out a short grunt-like coo to express his
disapproval, a sort of a "no-no", so as to
say, "Don't try to show me how to run
my house!" Probably there are many
of you readers who have made similar
observations of your birds.

This may interest ~any of the foociers,
both pigeons and doves. An article ap
peared in One of the news media that an
ail1Jine is soon (or is now) in operation
that will specialize in hauling freight, or
rather we should say, flying freight of
various kincls. The name of this airline is
Emory Air Freight. Nothing more was
mentioned except that it will be a
rapid service. This should be irrteresting
to all fanciers, and we hope that costs
will be in line with our purses. Lack of
a suitable handling of shipments of birds
has been a terrible handicap to aU fan
ciers. Nothing discourages any hobby
more than the lack of communication,
and in ·th,is, the Fancy is twice as vul
nerable.

The National Saddle Fantail Club
By RON SCHWARTZ, Sec.·Treas.,

Paramount, Calif.
Why have a specialty club for saddle

marked Footails? Are not saddles the
same as other Fantails? Of course they
are; but because there has ·been a de
crease of interest in breeding and show
ing them, .they are graduaLly disappearing
from our showrooms. It became clear that
something roould be done. Through the ef
forts of some "die-hard" breeders, such
as our president Floyd Dirth and a few
others, they organized such a club for
the saddle-marked Fantail pigeon.

In the first year the NSFC has gained
a membership of some 46 pigeon fal)ciers
,throughout the United States and Canada.
This is a clear indication that there are
breeders interested in the chaLlenge pre
sent for developing the saddle strains.
And, with a lot of determination, patience
and cooperative effort, we can reverse
the trend and bring those beautiful sad
dles back into the showroom.

Thanks To The National Fantail Club
of Canada

By DOMENIC ZARLENGA,
Wlllowdale. Oilt.• Canada

I am writing this to thank some great
fanciers in Fantails who have helped
me immensly as a junior member of the
National Fantail Club of Canada. They
are Jan and Fred Koops who have given
me a· pair of quality blue Footails, Bill
Roberts of Willowdale who has sold me
some of his best powdered silver Fantails
and Chris Buss who has taught me quite
a lot about the finer points of raising
the Fantail breed.

I would like to say that the hardest
task that I have in front of me is learn
ing the proper' technique of lacing the
tails. If any members of the National
Fan,tail Club of Canada could teach me
how to lace. tails, I would really appre
ciate it very much.

American PlgeOia Jouma)



All The Colors Of The Rainbow
By DON ·BUHR. Cresco, Iowa

One needs oo:ly to vis1t one of the large Powdered Ash Reds. - Or Pinks as I
annual Fantail Club specialty club shows, call them, I have shown for several
or check the recent show reports of these years now, in both bars and checkers.
club's shows to see the increase in popu- Despite the fact they are a very attract
larity and improvement of the new colors ive and unusual color, they have yet to
in Fantails. In the past 10 years we have catch the interest of any of the serious
come from no class at all to 10 and 12 breeders. I suspect the reason being the
birds in a color class for Andallusian Fan- same one as why Ash Reds and Yellows
tails. Classes a few years ago that had 1 have not caught on, whatever that is?
and 2 birds have now increased to 6, 8, I have some very good type Pink Bars
and 10 bird classes. This may not seem and Checkers, and am working on im
like very dramatic increase to some, but proving the Cream Bars and Checkers.
when the small number of breeders we Next year just might be the year for
have working with the new colors are these colors to catch fire.
considered, I think you';J} agree we have Powdered Silvers are presently in a
been making good progress toward popu- state of limbo. Since I was primarily re-
larizing the new colors and markings. sponsible for getting our specialty clubs to

Higher feed costs, shipping charges, ohange the color description from Powd-
show entry fees, and the inflation of ered Silver to Powdered Blue, I feel re
everything else the fanciers must buy sponsible for placing Powdered Silver in
have certainly not helped further the new the color description section of our Stand
colors. A number of fanciers have had ard along with Powdered Blue. As it
to cut back the number of pairs they stands now, some people are confused as
breed from. The first cut many times to whether there really is such a thing
have been the new colors and experimen- as Powdered Silver. I can assure you
tal matings. there .is. I have them, and so do a few

Looking at where we stand with each other fanciers. They have been showing
of the newer colors, should help us see up in the AOC classes at the Fantall club
where we are, and what we have to ac- shows. With a little luck and a lot of
complish in the future. hard work, maybe we can put together

Grizzles are one of the older, newer a Powdered Silver class and get them up
colors, actually seen in the shows since there right along side the Po wdered
mid-1960's, when the writer first began Blues where they belong!
showing Grizzles in the AOC classes. Andalusians have caught on surprislng
Since then they have gathered a small ly fast in the last five years. The domin
following of loyal breeders. Some really ant Indigo factor combined with Black is
outstanding Blue and Powdered Blue responsible for the color. QuaIity in type
Griz1J1es have been bred. A number of is almost unbelieveable. This past year I
very attractive Black, Red, Yellow, and bred a young Andalusian hen I consider
Dun Spread Grizzles, and Ash Red Griz- the best Fantail I have ever bred. She
zles have also been shown the last few was raised in the same nest with another
years. A number of breeders have proven Andalusian hen of exceHent type. There
they can be bred as good as any Wh·ites, are some really top Andalusians In
Blacks or Blues, now only time will tell several lofts ·throughout the U.S.A. With
if they hold their own, or increase, or de: qual1ty and interest both running high, I
cline in popularity. predict even stronger competition and

Ash Reds and Yellows made their ap- bigger classes in this color in years
pearance in the shows about the same ahead.
time as Grizzles. An old Ash Red Bar Indigo in the bar and checker patterns
Sooty (Mealy) Cock bred [n 1963, I be- have not become popular yet, but are
Heve to be the foundation of all the Ash very attractive, and I think have great
Red Reds and Yellows in this country. possibilities of catching on, as soon as a
Some very good type birds have been few good type birds can be bred and
bred by a handful of breeders over the shown. I am working with some Indigo
last few years. It's hard to understand matings this year, and hope to get a stud
why more fanciers have not ,taken up this of these started. They can be bred in all
truly beautiful color. Type improvement other colors and color altering factors.
can be rapid if top quality Blues and SIl- Reduced is a recessive, and sex-linked
vers are used in the breeding program. factor first discovered by Carl Graefe

Almonds. - A little over half Fantail- of Ohio in 1941. Leslie Bolling of Kansas
RoUer out-cross was the beginning of ladd the ground work of introducing the
show type Almond Fantails in this coun- factor to Fantails. In recent years a num
try. This cock bird was used on other ber of his birds have been distributed
color Fantail hens. A small beginning by throughtout the Fancy, to continue his
two or three fanciers showing in the AOC work. Since the factor is recessive and
class has grown into an Almond class of sex-linked, reproducing and improving the
up to a dozen very good .type Almonds. color altering factor becomes more in
The large, top quality classes at the re- volved. Because of this, I don't think we
cent Ray LaFleur Memorial Classic Show will be seeing very much of these In the
in Madison, Wis., was a rea1 tribute to shows right away, even though the factor

. the Almond color and Lts breeders. can produce many beautiful colors.
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What about the future of the new
~olors? I for one am very optimistic
about the future. of the rare and unusual
colors and markings. I've seen the pro
gress we have made the past 10 to 12
years. J.t's not been rapid progress and
it's not been easy. We still have a long
way to go.

What's needed to improve the many
new colors and markings? We need a bet
ter understanding among the new color
breeders of what is wanted, and how to
breed it. We need to get valuable color
breeding information in the hands of
breeders, and perspective breeders. A lot
of people shy away from colors they
don't understand or are not familiar with.

More breeders are needed. More dedi
cated breeders. Fanciers that are willing
to work hard bringing a color up to
Standard with very little reward, praise,
or recognition. We need judges who don't
look down their noses at the newer
colors. There has been an improvement
in this area, but there are still too many
judges that really don't take judging the
new colors seriously.

And last, we need ·to change the atti
tude of too many beginning Fantail fan
ciers. This atti·tude is that the only goal
or worth while accomplishment in the
Fancy is to win the Grand Champion
award. Win it at all cost, beg, borrow, or
steal that bird or pair of birds it will
take ·to win it! It is a great honor and
accomplishment, and many deserving
Fantail fanciers have won the award.
But too many fanciers have set out with
only this goal in mind. They lose ail sight
of the hobby as a whole, and Its many
rewards. Color breeding can be one of
those enjoyable parts of ,the Fancy. If
you haven't known the joy and satisfac
tion of bringing a new and unknown color
up to Standard, you've missed a great
deal.

The Passing of J. r. Buchanan
By BOB VINCENT, Grand Prairie,

Alta .. Canada
It is with deep regret that I inform

the Fantail Fancy of the passing of Jack
Buchanan of St. Catharines, Ontario,
Canada.

In the 1930's, Jack raised the fashion
able silver fox, followed a decade later
by Old English Games. Once he laid his
eyes on a Fantail, Jack had discovered
the bird he would promote for the next
three decades.

A long time supporter of the Canadian
Fantail Club, he was schooled by its
founder, the late Colonel Rose. The
Colonel's love of saddles was perpetuated
in the Buchanan loft. Jack bred many
champions and aided newcomers to pro
duce more.

How I cherish the winter evenings we
spent reliving shows, and planning next
year's matings. I will always remember
my association with Jack Buchanan, my
teacher and friend.

He is survived by his wife, Jean, sons,
John and Donald and grandchildren. His
contribution to the Fantail Fancy in
Canada will long be remembered.
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Saddles - High On ANew Wave of Popularity
By DON BUHR. Cresco, Iowa

Saddle breeders come and go, and just for in a Fantail when I pick up a bird
a few years ago, it seemed that most of to enter in a show. As a building must
them had gone! But now all that has have a good foundation, so must a Fan
changed. Saddles are making a come tail have good legs to stand on and walk.
back. The push is on to breed that Sad- Without correct leg setting a Fantail
dle that will surpass any Fantail ever cannot roll up into the desired position
bred! The day is at hand for someone to and walk in the proper manner. Lacking
breed that "Super Saddle". I can just proper leg setting a Saddle Fantail can
see it now. Everyone around his coop not be given 25 points allowed for carri
talking and pointing with a lot of Oh's age and motion, and should also Jose
and Ah's. The "Super Saddle" wins points for legs and feet, carrying another
Champion Saddle of course and goes on 15 points. This foundation area alooe
to the Grand Champion line-up. And carries a miximum of 40 points! How
would you look at him up there! many Fantails can win that are failing

All the Saddle breeders are all smiles in legs? Not many.
talking happily, and cheering the "Supe; As the Standard states: Legs, moder-
Saddle" on. And can you believe it, the ately short, not stilty, set well apart and
judge is actually looking at the Saddle! forward so as to conform with the curve
Our "Super Saddle" is looking great! Oh of the body line, but without the appear
no! The judge is looking at the White ence of buckling. Free from feathers be
now. The White's a good one, but not as low hocks.
good as the Saddle. "What's the matter Carriage and Motion: - The bird
with that idiot?! Can't he see that's the should walk in a jaunty manner on its
best Saddle ever to set foot in a walking toes with its head thrown back in a
pen?" He's poking the White with his graceful. manner, and resting with ease,
judging stick. What? The White is sulk- closely 111 the center at the base of cush
ing in the corner. All the other colors ion.
and markings are just standing there Ome of the most common faults I've
looking at the '''Super Saddle", admiring fmmd today's Saddles having, is poor
his beautiful round body. And would you leg setting. The legs are most often set
look at that tail! It's as big, round, and too far back on the body, so the bird
flat as a dinner plate, and a large dinner cannot lock them in position. When in
plate at that! Top tail! Look at that show position the show Fantail should be
top tail! And look at how he parades up on its toes, legs locked in straight
around in the walking pen. And to top position, which cOClforms roughly to the
it an off, perfectly marked, and would angle of the body structure from the top
you believe it, beautiful, deep, rich color of the breast to the feet.
too! What a beautiful Fantail! Just like Fantails that bend at the knees or leg
those models on the trophies, and the pic- joint when attempting to show either
tures of the ideal Fantail. A cheer goes have their legs set too far back, or their
up from the crowd of spectators! The legs are too long, or both. With these
Saddle wins! The Saddle is Grand Cham- faults it is very difficult, if not sometimes
pion Fantail! impossible for the bird to get into cor-

This little scene may be a bit over- rect show position and walk. Occasionally
done, but let's face it Saddle breeders, you will run into a Fanta.iJ that can
that's the kind of Saddle it's gonna take show, but won't, but these are few and
to win it aU. A good one just isn't good far between. If they're built right, they'll
enough. We've had quite a few of ·these. show right.
But when they get up there with all the A Saddle with poor legs should be cut
other colors and markings, they get a 20-40 points when judged. If docked 20
glance or two from the judge, and that's points, this would be about the same as
aU she wrote. showing a Fantail with its ·tail jerked

How are we going to breed that "Su- out! Tail COunts 20 points. You often see
per Saddle"? Not by dreaming about it, Fantails in shows failing in legs, but I've
that's for sure. First of aU, we are going never seen one shown without a tail!
to have to breed a lot more good Sad- Head Position. _ Involves not only
dIes. To do this we are going to have to the head, but also the cushion where the
concentrate harder on all the major and head must rest, when the bird is in show
minor points in the breeding pen. I think position and walking. This resting place
we are spreading our really good Saddles on the cushion for the head is most of
too thin. I'm guilty of this myself. We ten referred to as the pocket. Poor head
all would be a lot better off, If we would position usually indicates the bird is not
breed from a few less pairs, and concen- getting its head down into the pocket as
trate more on quality rather than it should. This is usually caused by one
quantity. of three things, either the bird has been

Here is a list of points we've got to bred too short, that is its body is just
pay more attention to, listed in what I too short and there is no room for the
feel is their order of importance: head to rest on the cushion. The bird

Leg Setting: - This is the first thing appears too short coupled, or pushed to
I look for when I purchase a Fantail for gether, with not enough body length for
breeding. It's also the first thing I look a well developed cushion. Poor head set-
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ting can also be caused by the bird hav
ing a narrow cushion, and hardly any
pocket for the head to rest in. Poor head
position may also be due to the birds
having too long a neck, with the head
riding high on the cushion, or off to one
side, as is usuaIly the case when the
bird is "tight in the pocket" or has a
narrow cushion. Bad head setting de
tracts from the over-all beauty of the
bird and often prevents it from rolling
up into proper show position and walk
ing. Faulty head position is most often
used by judges to get rid of a bunch of
birds in 'a hurry when they are trying
to cut down the number in a class.

Round Body: - Is easy enough to de
scribe, but not so easy to breed. Here
again there are several areas ·that all
help to make up the "round as a ball"
body that is described. First of a'll the
body should appear round beginning at
the bottom, that is under the belly. I
don't care for the little "fluff balls" that
have pants of loose feathers down by
the legs. I think it detracts from the
real roundness a Fantail should have.
Loose feathers can cover body structure
shortcomings, and may help make the
bird appear round, when it really isn't.
I like a Fantail that is round, with nice
tight feathers, and a body that feels
SO'lid in the hands.

As the Standard states: The bocly
should appear round when viewed from
all angles. This includes the front, which
is most often over looked by both breed
ers and judges. The late Gerald Champ
watched this point very closely. Fantails
that did not have a nice, full, front and
wings that covered well didn't place well
when he judged. Jerry liked to see, as he
termed it, the "Knife-Edged" wings.

Wing butts that stick out in front of
the chest and sunken or pinched chest
area certainly detract from the over-all
roundness of the body and should be
avoided. I think the problem with breed
ing round bodies on our Saddles is we
are working with so many different
shapes and sizes. Stay away from the
"odd-shaped" Saddles. It's very difficult
to breed a nice round body on a Fantail
·that's not shaped right to begin with.

Large Tail: - Is also an important
part of our Saddle Fantail. But I feel It
is not an area we have neglected. It's
true there are quite a few Saddles with
small and poorly shaped tails, and there
certainly Is room for improvement. But
we do have the material to work with,
and with careful attention in this respect
I .think we can breed bigger and better
tails on our Saddles. The small and poor
shaped tailed Saddles should be culled,
and try and use Saddles with the best
tails whenever possible in your breeding
program. This I'm quite sure almost
everyone is already doing. And of course
we should try to develop good, strong
cushions along with large tails, so ·they
have the proper support. A large, full
cushion is equally as important as a
large full tail.

Good Color: - I think color Is being
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By BOB McKEE, Vanderbilt, Pa.

Fantails 'and the Science of Genetics

over looked more than markings, that's
why I have it listed ahead of· proper
marking. Producing good color should
always be in the back of· our minds when
we mate up. Type of course is more im
portant, but color should not be for
gOtten.
. With the colors we are presently work
ing with in Saddles we are rather limited
as to what colors we can inter-mate suc
cessfully without going backwards color~

wise. Our Red and Yellow Saddles are
Ash Red Spread, and its dilute, Ash Yel
low Spread. These two colors can be
mated together very well, but when they
B1re mated to other colors, such as Black,
Blue and Powdered Blue, the color of the
young· will suffer. Indiscriminate color
and pattern crossing in Saddles can
bring serious trouble to sound color.
There is nothing more beautiful than per
fectly marked Saddle with rich, deep,
color.

p.roper Marking: - In my opinion is
the easiest of aU points to produce when
breeding Saddles. This is not to say you
should not pay attention to the Saddles
markings, and mate wi.th careless aband
on. Not at all. The Saddle has "Mother

I believe that by now, fanciers are
aware that the science of genetics has
become a part of our hobby. I.think also,
that its association has taken some sort
of foothold in the Fantail Fancy as well
as many other breeds. The degree to
which this science has affected each
breed varies, of course. Our Fantail
Fancy has seen the introduction of many
new colors. Le. grizzle, indigo, dominant
opal, ice, ribbon tail, almonds, etc. Some
of these have, in fact, come to a point of
perfection; others remain to be a chaI
lenge to the breeders within or outside
the Fantail Fancy. These new colors pro
ducing a situation in which new fanciers,
now outside the Fantail Fancy, may be
attracted to breed Fantails and specifi
cally undertaking one of the many chal
~enges opened by the Clew colors. We
should say that the science of genetics
takes in all that is inherited within the
species and that most of our breeders
spend much of their time with the color
inheritance part only. By no means are
we limited to just color genetics; the
type we desire is also controlled under
the same rules. •

I am afraid here, that I just stay with
the common sense rules of mating, set
forth by our forefathers. That's not so bad
when you think of the colors some of
these men have produced without any ac
tual scientific help, as well as type. The
difference lies in the fact that I want to
understand the "whats" and ilie "whys".
The sciemtifically proven facts go a long
way compared to hit and miss tactics.
Even with all these things in mind, let
me say that I like a combination of the
facts and the common sense matings
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Nature" en its side, and is not difficult
to produce or maintain with a little care
and common sense when you mate your
birds.

Over-Marked Saddles should not be
mated together. Under-Marked Saddles
should not be mated together. These two
marking faults can be mated together
to balance out the marking area with
good results, ·or mate them too well
marked Saddles. Even with the above
procedure, a number of Saddles will be
'produced that are oat well marked. Some
can be "plucked" when entered in a
show. Others must be used for "breed
ers Only". This is something we Saddle
breeders have learned to accept.

Working harder on all these points
should bring about much improvement
in our Saddles. We have the material, the
breeding stock to work with, and we have
the fanciers to breed them. Interest has
never been higher than it is today. And
we have never had a more talented, seri
ous, dedicated group of Saddle breeders.
This time lets put them up there where
they belong, on top, winning their share
of the major awards.

governed by the experiences learned by
ourselves and others. Face it, we haven't
even scratched the surface on color
breeding; let alone the genome that con
trols type. So when you hit that unknown,
don't punt, just fall back to that point
blerrd mating. And if your stiH not a be
liever in the latter, just look around
at some of the great colorations in the
various breeds as well as the type. What
did they know!

Beyond the fancier, there are the gene
tics people. These would include your
scientists and graduate students that just
love to play with the changes produced
by nature, or the depths of the unknowns
i.e. behavior patterns, web feet, pink eye
dilute, pop eye, etc. Such a bore! Alas
my friends, herein lies the secrets of life
itself; its magnificent mechanisms, the
basis of life. We must thank these people
for their dedication. But more important,
the time they take from their studies to
help you and I with our breeding pre>
grams. .And so to the Doctor, Willard
Hollander, to the Joe Quinns and the
Dave Rineharts, we are forever in your
debt for passing on the knowledge you
have so long labored. Thanks f"om the
Fancy.

If, by now, you have not heard of the
Pigeon Science and Genetics News edited
by our infamous David Rinehart; then let
me Say this publication is very interest
ing! No, it does not contain all the an
swers,to all your questions; but it does
give' you an insite to other breeders' ex
periences: Suppose you are just taking
up the breeding of the almond Fantail.
You want all the known information so
as not 'to .start from .scratch, it's there,

and as factual as can be, not old wives
tales that some people tell you. Careful
now, you get the Facts as far as they go,
(that ain't too far sometimes) then I
have found that the true fancier of any
breed can help you even further, if you
can understand what he is telling you.
You must be able to translate exactly
what he is telling you into factual or non
factual information. For instance he tells
you he uses a yellow agate with a black
kite to get classica:l almonds. This can be
deceiving for the best of us. For instance,
if you study the man's breeding habits
closely you will find he favors the yellow
agate. He makes such a mating and has
produced many almonds. If you would
ask any of the genetic buffs about this
mating, they would say the man is wrong.
Or that the results are part of infidelity
which occurs in an open breeding pen.
This breeder has bred his birds for 40
years with the same fine results.

Herein, my friends, comes the confus
ion of breeder verses geneticist. This has
in the past held people away from the
scientist and his knowledge. Things are
changing now, not because the science
has changed to agree with the breeder or
vice versa. The reason things are chang
ing is the understanding instead of mis
understanding between the two groups.
This misunderstanding has alI happened
because of terminology, our beloved
American language. It isn't so bad the
scientists have theirs, but it seems each
breeder has his own. So who's wrong,
who is right? Let us return to our ex
ample mating. To the genetic buff a kite
and agate can never breed an almond.
To the breeders who have done it for near
two centuries, they can and will continue
to breed almonds from such matings.
The catch my friends is that the breed
ers yellow agate is a DeRoy Agate.
These are almond factor birds. Both sides
will now agree on the results.

The second place a man might get
confused is the use of "black" kite. Aga,in
kites are not black according to our gene
tic buffs. But here's this breeder again
looking at the thing, and to him, the bird
is black. Black Is spread factor on blue.
Spread on blue bar isn't as good a black
as some kites I have seen. So our breed
er goes again by what he sees. This kite
is black to him. When he tells me that,
I think of spread blue. It ain't! Let's put
it another way: There are black saddles
and black saddles. A breeder of Fantail
renown once got dd of all his bronzy
black saddles as they indeed were poor
colored blacks. They were kites essenti
ally, not spread black. The breeder got
rid of the entire stud of saddle Fantails
and started over. That wouldn't have
been necessary had he reaHzed be had
lost the spread factor. When any man
says black, when he says yellow agate,
when he says anything! You had better
know exactly what he is talking about in
terms you understand, and preferably in
the universal language called nomen
clature for a particular science, herein,
called genetics.
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History of the Northeastern Fanlail Club
By JOHN J. DONAHUE, Pub. Dlr., Paxton, Mass.

All the Fantails had been judged, the an arrangement that has continued to the
last of the trophies and ribbons were present with the Fantails always supply-
being distributed, half the show coops ing a sizeable entry at this &lOW.
were empty as owners placed their birds ft<I1 of the known Fantail breeders in
in their carrying cases or were loading the area were contacted at the time of
their boxes Into car trunks and station the club's founding and it was decided
wagons prepaTatory to the homeward trip ,that aU who joined during the club's first
at the conclusion of another successful year of existence would be considered
Fantail show. oharter members. About 30 fanCiers re-
lt was evening, December 12, 1976, and sponded by joining club ranks. It is in

the finale of the Northeastern Fantail teresting to note that as one peruses
Club's sixteenth winter show, the major the o!1iginal list of charter members,
event of the club's year. The show, where about one-third are still active in the
almost 200 Fantails had been evaluated, club today.
represented the focai point of a year's According to the Club's constitution, a
breeding activd,ty and the reason for the president may serve two consecutive one
club's existence. For comparing one's year terms. Consequently we have had
birds to one's fellow breeder'S, evaluat- eight presidents. Dick Greene succeeded
ing and putting up the best in each class, Frank Cushman, and was in tum succeed
meeting and exchanging news and views ed by Van Zandt Knight, who served the
and perhaps a few bi,rds, these aotivitles club in 1966 and 1967. Harriman Rear
provide the essence of a breed club's ac- don assumed the reins for 1968 and 1969
tivity. It is fun and recrea,tion, but It Is while the pe!1iod from 1970 to 1973 saw
also instruotive and educational. The Daniel Doy,le and Guy Spuria in the
kinds of birds which emerge as winners driver's seat. Ed Calcutt headed the club
represent the Ideal or goal breeders are in 1974 and 1975, while the present chief
presumably striving for. Hence, the im- executive is John Whitesides from North
portance of a winning bird's representing Conway, New Hampshire, now serving
as closely as possible from among the his second term.
given entries the reflection of the breed The club has had only three Sec.-
ideal. Treas., attesting to the importance to a

For 15 years the Northeastern Fantail club of that office. The original sec.-
Club has been serving the Fantail fan- treas., Ed Calcutt, served the club from
clers in this part of the country and pro- its inception through 1971. A fancier of
viding a showcase for their breeding ef- many year's experience, Ed was suc
forts in the annual winter show as well ceeded by Doug Gillespie, at that time
'as in a fall young bird show. a high-school student. When Doug went

It all started in the autumn of 1961 off to college, he had to relinquish his
when several local fanciers felt that the post, which in 1975 went to Frank Tibaldi
area needed a new club promoting Fan- of Providence, R.I. who is the current
tails, since a former organization had sec.-treas. Many club members through
become inactive. (See "New England the years have served terms as area
Fantails and Fanciers" by Edwin Cal- vice-pres. and members of the board of
cutt, APJ March 1961, page 101 and "His- directors.
tory of the Northeastern Fantail Club" The fi'rst show attracted 146 Fantails
by Harriman Rea'rdon, APJ January while the most recent signed up 196. The
1970, page 24.) Consequently a temporary entries have held pretty steady over the
slate of officers was agreed upon, a years, more or less fluctuating wi,thl,n the
constitution and· set of by-laws was un- 130-200 range. In the earlier years of the
dertaken, and plans were instigated to club the young bird show was In con·
hold a first show in January of 19&2. nection with the Joe Curran Lawn Show,

F.rank Cushman of Grafton, Mass., was generally held 1n September. Although
selected the club's first president, wI,th many members still show Fantails at this
Dick Greene as principal vice-president, fine show, in more recent years the club
and Edwin Calcutt secretary-treasurer. has been staging its own young bird
The by-laws and constitution were largely show, most often held in Concord, Mass.,
the work of Harriman Reardon, whose in October. On at least two occasions this
experience and expertise in this field locale shifted, the first when the young
go back many years. The fj'rst meet was bird show and combined Fantail clinic
held in COIUlection with the Worcester was held at the home of Ray Ostrander
County Pigeon AssocIation's annual show, In Weston In 1968, and in October of

Wanted: Women Fantail Fanciers
By JOAN BUHR, Cresco, Iowa

Women in the Fancy? Why not? Women as much fun with the Fantails as the men
are irltroduced to the Fancy for many do. The future looks good for women in
reasons. Usually it is because a father, the Fancy. How would you like to help
a husband, a son or even a friend raises your husband pick out the bird that be
Fantails. Whatever the reason, here we
are, hoping to contribute and to enjoy
the Fancy as much as the men in our
lives.

The degree of involvement in the Fancy
is entirely up to you. Some women get
involved because their husbands raise pI
geons. At times, when they are not at
home, the wives care for the feeding and
watering of their birds and the cleaning
of the lofts. There is also other work to
do, such as keeping the records and band
ing new arrivals. These wives are to be
commended for a job well done, some
times with very Httle credit.

Other women are breeders themselves
and understand the many hours their hus
bands spend in the lofts, as many find
themselves doing the same.

Women have also done a job in keep
ing the records at our pigeon shows.
Many times they can be seen gelJting the
coop cards ready and putting them on all
the cages before the birds arrive for the
show. This is an important job as it takes
many hours of this type of work to keep
,things running smoothly.

Of course, we cannot forget the women
who come to the shows with their hus
bands because they know how much their
husbat1ds enjoy their hobby. Men like to
get encouragement from the women In
their life.

Most men accept the fact that women
are a part of the Fancy and are here to
stay. In fact, I think they really like the
fact that their wives or girl friends oan
help them in so many ways and t1hat they
have someone to talk to about pigeons.

There is a great need for women to
become more involved in the Fancy. I
have already mentioned the women who
help to keep the books and records at the
shows. Women can also help to lace up
the Fantails so they can be gotten into
the judging coops faster. There are many
women that are really good at this. More
bitd carriers are needed, and I am sure
we can do a good job in this. Tearing
down the shows Is a lot of work, and as
ydu know, women help to do this at many
of our shows.

I think that women can contribute even
more when we get them into the judging
spotlight. Women who can handle birds
abd know their Standard can become as
good a judge as any man. There are
women, right now, who can pick out the
best Fantail In a class. Knowing this is
not enough. They have got to be able to
handle, lace, and set down Fantails prop
erly. Judging is a wonderful experience
that I think all fanciers, man or woman,
should get a chance to do. Women are
very gentle, so we know the birds will be
handled with the best of care.

So gals, let's get In there and have just

P8ge 460

comes "Grand Champion" of a big &lOW,
or better yet, have the "Grand Cham
pion" yourself?

A few months from now the shows will
be in fuH swing. I hope to see all of you
there, showing everyone what we can
contribute and how proud we are to be
in such a wonderful hobby!
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Fantail Fanciers of the Fifth District
By TOM PRITCHETT, Enid, Okla.

Having been asked by Harry Little to trophy display we've ever had and the
submit a desefYoing and interesting aI1i- largest entry to date. Doc sent interest
cle, needless to say, I could find a sub- ing news letters to all district members
ject no more deserving than the fanciers and really got in there and pushed to
within the Fifth District. In 1973 when make the show the success it was. More
Central first began its distvict program, than 150 Fans were cooped with the qual
I was appointed District Director, and ity higher than ever before. Dick Ury
being enthusiastic about the new program judged this event mth champion to Don
and des'irous of bringing more unity and Draper and Reserve to Doc Lynch. Pres
fellowship to the fanciers of this area I ent at this show were more interested
tried very hard to stimulate interest. I fanciers with Bud Hagan coming all the
wrote articles for the CFC bulletins, the way from Kentucky. If we can attract
APJ, and moo to interest new fanciers notables like this we're really on our
wherever I went, but I just diOO t get way. Come on Fifth District.
the interest I was after. Do you know This year the show will be held in
what sparks interest more than anything Nonnan, Okla., December 8, 9, and 10 in
else? That's right, a Fantail show. oonjunction with the Oklahoma state

In December 1974 the first annual Cen·
tral Fantail Club Fif>th Distr>ict Meet was Pigeon Show. Norman is 20 miles south

of Oklahoma City and will offer direct
held in Enid, Okla. Dwight Crewdson shipment to many fanciers. Come and
served as judge and along with Dwight show with us, we'll be glad to have you.
came Chet Bailey with an excellent en- Contact either Doc Lynch or me for
try. Gordon Larson of Houston brought more show information or catalogs.
a large and impressive entry of quality
birds. Mel and Jo Kirk brought their ex- I'd /.ike to mention some of the fan-
cellent studs of blue and powdered blues ciers by names who I feel deserve some
and Howard Cook showed a tailinark or recognition for 'their efforts in supporting
two of good quality. All in all we cooped and promoting Fans not just in our area,
a:bout 75 quality Fans with Champion to but all over the U.S. These fellows have
Chet Bailey, Reserve to Tom Pritchett spent much of their time and money at
and Champion Young to Mel and Jo Kirk. tending and putting their birds in front
Thi-s set the scene for more dishiet of the public; they're my kind of people.
meets to come. Gordon Larson possesses excellent studs

The following year in Rogers, Ark., we in several colors and is always the first
cooped 103 Fans. Rod Hatcher did us the to offer help in any way he can; he al
honor of placing this event, Champion to ways shows top birds at as many dif
Mel and Jo Kirk, Reserve and Champion ferent shows as possible all over the na
Young to Tom Pritchett, but more im- tion. Mel and Jo Kirk are a'1ways ready
portant than the winnings was the fact to help and their birds are always at the
that the district had survived another major meets. Doc Lynch devotes much
year and interest and enthusiasm was of his time to the Fancy and exhibits his
at an all time high. We enticed more birds at major shows on a regular basis.
new fanciers and breeders to our show Bud Hagan, while Bud doesn't have the
and increased our exhibitor list twofold. good fortune to live within our district,
Doc Lynch of Richardson, Texas, long he does show with us, and for that mat
time Fantail fancier, joined our ranks, tel' all over the U.S. and Canada. I feel
Don Draper of Joplin, showed with us Bud deserves recognition for his intest
for the first time, the McAtees, Mike ina! fortitude and his dilligeot efforts to
and John attended and were accom- promote ,the Fantail Fancy wherever
panied by their lovely and interested they set a Fantail down. Last but not
wives. The Fifth District was off and least, are two dedicated young fanciers
running for another year. who don't believe in keeping good Fans

Last year Doc Lynch took the lines home in the back yard, John and Mike
as district director after Mel Kirk had McAtee. We in the Fifth Dishict believe
to resign due to commitments in Eng- in promoting Fanta-I'ls and suPpoflting
land. Doc did a wonderful job coordina· the Central Fantail Club and its activi·
!ling this event wi,th the most beautiful ties.

1975 at Ray's residence in Sandwich,
Mass. on Cape Cod.

At the club's first show, January 1962,
Joe Curran, the judge, selected from the
146 entries a white old hen (3587) owned
by Dick Greene as champion. The next
seven shows shared something in com
mon: all were won by birds bred and
owned by Bob Kingkinger. In January
1963 his blue old hen (4959) was selected
by judge Ray Ostrander; in November
1963 (a new winter show date) a white
young oock was elevated to champion
status by judges John Spuria and Harry
Sarsfield. In November 1964 HaTry Sars
field put up Bob's old blue hen (7151) and
on December 4 and 5, 1965 Joe Curran,
again serving as judge, selected a black
old cock (6002). A white yearling hen
(1110), a whi,te old cock (1039), and a
black saddle old hen (871) were selected
in the next three years by judges George
Cheesman, Chet Bailey, and Guy Lam
bert respectively.

The cycle was broken, so to speak, in
December 1969 when Harold Caldwell
chose a white yearling hen (903) of Ray
Ostrander for top spot. Ray also took
the 1971 show with a white young hen
(620). Frank B. Carter Jr. and Harriman
Reardon shared judging honors that year.
Ray's birds took premier position in 1974
and 1975 as well, with Robert Stephens
putting up a white young hen (920) in
1974; and with club members as judges,
a white yearling hen (932) in 1975.

John Donahue has captured the cham
pionship twice. In 1970 a blue young hen
(2056) was chosen by judges George
Cheesman and Harry Claus, and in 1972
a silver old hen (2078) received the nod
from Ray Ostrander. Mitehetl and Reif
snyder took champion in 1973 with a blue
young hen. Our most recent show was
won by John Delaney. Al Krueter picked
his white young cock from among the
196 at our December 11, 1976 competition.

Through the years the club's sec.-treas.
has always sent a show report of the
placings to all exhibitors, and of course
reports in the APJ have been welcomed
by members as an invaluable link in the
communication fabric among fanciers. In
,the early days of the club a superb news
letter was edited by Harriman Reardon.
It came out periodically containing news,
announcements, tips and pointers and
what is most outstanding, excellent pic
tures of winning birds. It was printed on
heavy paper, standard three-ring note
book size so that they could be saved
conveniently for future reference. They
have indeed become collectors' items.
One feature of Harriman's output of this
newsletter was a 14,page dateless issue
which extolled the joys and benefits of
ra'ising Fans, and included terrific photos
of birds, lofts, and equpiment. In 1968 a
revised edition was brought out. These
had always been sent free to all new
members upon their joining the club and
to any other interested breeder for a
contribution of ooe dollar. Rais'ing costs
tolled the death knell for this marvelous
venture after several productive years.

Arthur Richard authored a newsletter
for a brief period and Frank Tibaldi has
included news items from time to time
in his show reports to members.

Over the years membership has held
pretty steady in numbers with all age
orackets and varied occupational back
grounds represented. Death has claimed
some members. Dick Greene and Van
Knight are sorely missed in ,the Fantail
aisles. Advancing age and illness has
removed some members from the active
ranks, but always there seem to be new

member-s to fill the gap as enthusiastic
young fanciers take up this rewarding
hobby. This continuity is gratifying in
the face of increasing difficulties in small
livestock raising in an increasingly ur
banized environment. However, if the kind
of Foantail activity that the Northeastern
Fantail Club has enjoyed in its 15 years
is any indication, there is every reason
to hope that there are many rewarding
years ahead for the club, its members
and Fantail fanciers generally.
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The Tail Mark Fanlail- Beautiful But Difficult
By DON BUHR, Cresco, Iowa

A high state of interest exists today ed bir.d of the same color.
in breeding and showing Tail Mark Fan- We have to work on type, marking, and
tails. Evidence of this is the recent re- color. This is why the Tail Mark is not
cord breaking entry of Tail Marks at last easy to breed up to Standard. Whites
year's annual Mid-America Fantail Club used to improve Tail Marks also bring
meet held in laCrosse, Wis. A total of about the problem of lmder-marked birds.
38 Tail Marks in 7 different colors were When working with White Fantails we
shown at the meet. The majority of the must always remember, White spreads.
Tail Marks entered were Blue and Blue If using Whites in your Tail Mark breed
Grizzle, but Black, Black Grizzle, Powder- ing program causes most of your young
ed Blue, Recessive Red, and Recessive to be under-marked, or mostly white,
Yellow Tail Marks were also exhibited. you'll have to bring some color back into
Entries have also been 1ncreasing at other your matings. This in turn may bring new
Fantail shows round the country. problems to your work, young that are

The Tail Mark is not an easy mark- over-marked or having too much color
ing to breed. The marking presents allan 'their bodies. So you can see, breed-
the problems one encounters in breeding ing correctly marked Tail Marks can be
a good solid color show type Fantail, plus very frustrating to say the least!
a few additional problems unique to the I have found after w{)rking with marked
Tail Mark. This article will deal with Fantails for a number of years, it is
these problems. much easier to obtain the desired mark-

Most of the early matings to improve ing with some families of birds than it
type in Tail Marks were Tail Mark to is with others. So, if you are having
Wh1te. The two major problems that great difficulty with "setting" the desired
arise from these matings are: Under- marking on your Tail Marks, it might be
marked birds, and Grizzle Tail Marks, wise to discard the entire family of birds,
caused by the Whites, masking the Griz- and s·tart over, or to cull down and in
zle factor. Since the Grizzle factor is traduce a new bloodline that may give
dominant both parents need not carry you the better marking qualities you
or show the factor to produce it in the need.
young from any given mating. For this reason, exact instructions can-

Once the Grizzle factor shows up in not be given on how to breed the perfect
your stud of Tail Marks it has to be marked Tail Mark. Ten Tail Mark breed
dealt with if you hope to maintain the ers may be working with 10 different
color in the tail. The reason for this is families of birds. What may work for
homozgous, or pure Grizzle is Stork Mark, improving marking for one, may not
with the color pushed to the feather ends. work for another. This definitely handi
When Grizzle Tail Marks are mated to caps the breeder, but it also makes the
Grizzle Tail Marks, pure or homozgous breeding of marked birds a real chal
Grizzle Tail Marks or Stork Mark Tail lenge, and a most interesting and exciting
Marks are produced. These will have part of our hobby. The same as with ef
very little color in the tail shafts. And forts to improve type, sometimes one
j.f these are under-marked, or mis-marked must back up before he can go ahead
w.ith a few all white tail shafts, you're again. As with most endevors in life,
not going to have much of a Tail Mark, there is no standing still ~n breeding Fan
In order to maintain ·the Blue and Blue tails. If you're not going ahead, you're
Grizzle color in the Tail, two Blue Griz- going behind! On the other hand, great
zle Tail Marks should not be mated to- strides in improvement can be made
gather. Blue Grizzle should be mated to some years, but this rapid progress can
Blue Tail Mark just the same as in the not continue every year. Therefore some
solid colors, to produce the proper Blue years of slow progress can be expected,
Grizzle marking. and the serious fancier must take these in

About here I'm sure someone is say- stride, and not become discouraged.
ing, "I thought he was writing about If the rules for breeding all the many
Tail Marks?" I am, but to better un- solid colored Fantails are followed, Tail
derstand the breeding of Tail Marks, we Marks can be bred in every color we
must first understand they are splashed have in the solid colors. It's true, some
or "pied" marked birds, with the color of the possibilities are not the most at
held to only the tail. The color you have tractive, but they are possible with much
on the bird is affected by all the color work.
altering factors the same as a sol·id color- The colors I believe that hold the most

Oolor Breeding In The Saddle Fantail
By JOHN Mc,CLANAHAN, East Syracuse, N.Y.

Bob McKee collared me at the show Meanwhile, after I explained in this
in January and practically demanded that manner to Bob, he stood there for a sec
I tell him how I had brought out the ond and then said, "What if you mated
color on my red saddles. Bob, being a the Zygote of the whatchamacallit and
rabid genetics nut and being about twice
my size, I felt I'd have to come up with
some kind of an answer.

Now my understanding of genetics
rapidly lost out to practical gut-level pi
geon breeding after lance opened a book
which began with Fr. Gregor Mendel's
experiments on cross-polinating tall peas
with short ones. I wasn't concerned about
peas except that I knew that they made
good pigeon feed, so I skipped genetics
altogether.

So, what to tell big Bob? Not knowing
any of the technical terms, I told him
in my own back country way. Perhaps
some of you who feel the same way as I
about the subject will also understand.
For those of you who are genetic nuts,
just bear with me.

I first got my stud of saddles about 10
years ago from various sources. They
came in all colors, and most were of the
red-yellow family. Frankly, most of them
were pretty bad Fans, so I didn't care
what color they were, I just mated best
to best, regardless.

Fortunately, I did keep fairly accurate
records to refresh my memory although
I still have little or no understanding of
the color factors that made them up.

I do know this: my first reds and yel
lows were pretty sad in color, about the
average. They were kind of plum colored,
although none showed a bar, as is often
seen even today. I also had a few of
those bronzy blacks, a serious color fault,
and a few of the "lavenders" that appear
from time to time. My reds at that time
were nice in tail and type, carriage and
motion, but stood about an inch higher
on legs than anybody wants. The blacks,
on the other hand, had mediocre tails,
nicely roooded bodies on short legs, but
wouldn't show, etc.

Forget the genetics, full speed ahead,
I started crossing red and blacks. La and
behold, I got primarily strawberry (laced
ash-red) or cream, its dilute. Fortun
ately, enough of these were improved
in overall Fantail characteristics that I
wasn't too embarrassed to try them back
on red.

As it turned out, these were the birds,
which when crossed back to red, sharpen
ed up the color to an intense, gleaming
mahogany sheen. Occasionally, the red
and strawberry would produce another
strawberry, and these were also useful
for sharpening red (or Yellow) color.

Mer about the last six years, purely
selective breeding has taken care of
body, type and tail, but I have found
that red x red tends to return. to its
previous lack-luster color if a shot of the
laced strawberry is not injected about
every other generation. Why') Don't
know!
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added the modifiers of milky factor."
I cut him off, and said "Don't knock

success", and walked on up 'the aisle.
Turning around, I saw him scratching
his head, wonderingly. I guess my ex
planation wasn't technical enough far him
to understand. Oh, well, maybe this year
he'll take up plain englishl
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By MEL and JO KIRK, Lufkin, Texas

Our Trip to England"s Fantail Breeders

My Method of Fantail Breeding
By JEFF BUNYARD. V-andalia, III.

Although I am just entering my first of faults you hadn't noticed before.
breeding season, this is the method I You have picked out your favorite Fan-
am going to use in mating my Fantails. tail by now, the one you think is the
First, put the Fantails you plan to use very best one you own. Your best Fan
for breeding into a show coop or a coop tail, be it cock or hen, should be placed
of similar size. Look them over carefully in a show pen. Let it settle down. Then
and, one by one, write down the faults place the best Fantail of the opposite sex
you see. Then, leave the loft for an hour in the next show coop and compare the
or two. When you come back, go through two as a possible mating. If you have
the Fantails again and record the faults taken adequate notes, you will have a
that you see. Compare this with your good idea where they stand.
notes of your first appraisal. If you see Always remember to never breed from
the same faults both times, you have two birds with the same faults. For
determined that the faults will remain example, you can mate a Fantail that
with the bird. You must keep in mind doesn't get its head in the pocket with
that pigeons will change in appearance, a Fantail that presses its head too far
just like humans. This is the reason that down in the pocket. Or, you can mate a
a bird will place in one show and not in Fantail with a very flat tail to one that
another. has a funnel shaped tail.

You must have a good memory for I think you should have the idea by
what the Standard says and compare now. I hope this is some help to you.
your birds with the Standard as often
as possible. It won't take long before Remember "v'hen you sell birds to a
you will notice the changes in your birds beginner always recommend the APJ.

Being around Fantails again really
made us miss ours and made us very
homesick, so we laced a lot of tails and
helped carry and get them ready for the
show. It was like old times again.

The judges were Ken Dalton, Jack
Penley-Martin and Conrad Bird!. There
were 231 Fans in the show, and after a
very hard decision, grand champion was
awarded to Noel Wheatley of Glasgow,
Scotland, with a very nice checker young
hen.

The shows in Eogland are held a little
di'fferent than in America. The judging
area is smaller and the viewing area
where the judging is held is not set up for
watching the show like it is here. The
show cages are much smaller, making it
harder to put aU the Fans of one breed
in at a time, which means carrying the
birds to the judging area more often.
The birds are not fed and watered until
after the show.

The main thing we noticed was that
most of the Fan's tails were not as well
prepared for showing as in the American
shows, so we helped lace as many tails
as we could for showtime, because get
ting a Fantail ready for a show, is like
putting icing 011 the cake.

Carriage and motion was not as essen
tial during judging as it is here, but as
usual the judges had a hard decision to
make. There was some very good Fan
tails at the show, but I believe the
American Fantails are more advanced
in over-all quality, mainly because we
have many more breeders here than in
Eof;land.

In closing I would like to express that
no matter- where you go, to any part of
the world, you will always find one thing
in common, the most friendly people you
ever want to meet, are the Fantail breed
ers in "The Queen of the Fancy".

tend this show because we were able to
meet many more of the Eoglish breeders
and also some Scottish breeders. We had
the great pleasure of meeting a well
known Scottish breeder, David Blackad
der. He is a very respected Fantail
breeder in Europe.

people working with them, fanciers who
have worked with solid color Recessive
Reds and Yellows, and understand the
Recessive Red color factor. Anyone who
thinks it's as easy as mating a White to
a Recessive Red is in for a big surprise
and much disappointment!

It's also time breeders and judges real
jze ,that we have two distinct tail marks,
The solid color, and the Grizzle TaH
Mark. These are usually judged together
because the classes have been small. This
is fine, but at no time should a Grizzle
Tail Mark be placed lower to a solid color
tail mark because he lacks color in the
tail! Birds with solid white feathers in
the tail in both Grizzle and solid color
tail marks are not desirable, and should
be cut for marking. Grizzle Tail Mark
tail shafts are edged in color or have a
color edging at the top. A correctly
marked Grizzle Tail Mark should have
the colored Grizzling on each tail shaft.

The next time you see some Tail Marks,
have a good look at them. There is a lot
to be learned from just looking at the dif
ferent colors and markings in Fantails.
And of course it helps .to understand what
you are looking at, and what you are
looking for. There are a number of other
pigeon breeds that feature the tail mark
ing, but none that accentuate and show
off the marking like our beautiful Fantail!

promise of becoming popular are: Blue,
Blue Grizzle, Black, Black Grizzle, Sil
ver, Powdered Blue, Recessive Red, and
Recessive 'Yellow. The two colors that
offer the most challenge are ,the Reces
sive Red and Yellow Tail Marks. With
good type, marking, and color, they are
truly beautiful Fantails!

The problems with breeding Reces
sive Red and Yellow Tail Marks are
many, as we are dealing with two unusual
color altering factors combined on one
bird. First of all the largest color area,
or maybe I should say, absence of color,
on the Tail Mark is white, which is an
epistatic factor. This means the factor
that produces white is producing a
"masking" effect. Underneath, so to
speak can be hidden many color altering
factors, and color genes not visible to
the eye.

On .the Recessive Red and Yellow Tail
Mark the Tail color area also involves a
color altering factor which is epistatic,
covering other colors and patterns. Re
cessive Red and its dilute Recessive Yel
low can be masking any of the basic
colors, and patterns. Recessive Red many
times will revert to white, which com
pounds the problems of breeding Reces
sive Red and Yellow TaU Marks.

Good type Recessive Red and Yellow
Tail Marks will come when we have more

We arrived in Norwich, England, July
15, 1976. This was a surprising experience
for us east Texas country folks. Between
double decker buses, 3-wheeled cars and
driVing on the wrong side of the road,
we were very lost. After we got settled,
everything started looking up for us.

We took our 1968 Fantail Special with
us to look up some of the English breed
ers listed in it, but to our surprise we
could not find anyone. After a lot of
phone calls we finally found someone who
gave us some telephone numbers of some
Fantail breeders. We found out that most
of the breeders in the '68 Special were
deceased.

Our first visit was to W. F. Cooke's
loft. We had a very nice visit. He showed
us all of his birds and Mr. Cooke and
his wife made us feel very welcome and
we really enjoyed their hospitality.

We were iflvited to all their shows. The
first show we attended was the British
Timken show held On August 27 and 28
in Northamton. We had a very nice time
and met many wonderful people and were
made to feel very welcome. Even though
it was early in the season, there were
quite a few birds. N. M. Brown and W.
F. Cooke were the judges. Ken Dalton
won champion with an excellent old white
hen. When the show was over we were
invited to the rest of the shows, but the
only other show we were able to attend
was the big show, the English Fantail
Club Show in Doncaster, held Nov. 13 and
14. We were really glad we could at-

For July, 1977 Page 463



By CARL WATSON, Marlon. Ind.

By CECIL NOEL III, Louisville, Ky.

The Greal Lakes Fanlail Club Meel

ASpecial Challenge - Powdered Blue Fantails The show is held at the Kentucky Fair
and Exposition Center which is now the
largest one-floar-plan building in North
America. That includes Canada as well as
Mexico.

The week-end starts out with the own
ers arriving wi·th their birds Friday after
noon and evening. There is much discus
sion and looking over the new crop of
possible Champions. Not much sleeping is
done due to the excitement and late
hours. Satumay morning dawns bright
and early with the Secretary of the club
making that last change in the books due
to that" last minute substitution or two.
Then the judging begins and continues
through the day with a break for lunch.
This is where Harry Hawkins and his
gracious wife, Frances, serve an old
fashioned lunch with good Kentucky ched
dar cheese and other goodies native to
the region. A lunch you won't want to
miss. Then, on with the judging! A Cham
pion is picked with trophies being pre
sented to the winners. At this time, a
meeting of the Great Lakes Fantail Club
takes place. After the meeting, everyone
prepares for the finest banquet possible
at the exclusive Executive Inn. There.
the renowned pigeon pros give their ideas
and speeches. It's the icing on the cake
after a perfect pigeon show. Sunday
morning comes all too SOOll and every
one js saying his goodbyes. New friends
have been found and soon become old
f!'iends. One of the finest of pigeon shows
is over and everyone is planning on at
tooding next year's show.

You, too, plan to attend the next Na
tional Young Bird Show on October 14
15, 1977 in Louisville, Ky. For any in·
formation please write me, Cecil Noel
III, 1326 Phyllis Ave., Louisville, Ky.,
40215, and I will be delighted to help you
in any way that I can.

Come and enjoy the f.inest hospitality In
the Southland as weB as the finest Fan
tails on display an¥Where. I am looking
forward to seeing all you Fantail breed
ers in Louisville come October. Y'all
come, ya' heah?

Fantail Prices
By EARL A. CLARK. Spring Valley, Calif.

Dollar for dollar, good Fantad.ls are
the cheapest bird you can buy for your
money. Think about it! I've seen fancy
birds of other breeds bring hundreds of
dollars each, while many a good Fantail
changes hands for a 50 dollar bill. I'm not
talking about a cull either but bims with
show records.

In some breeds, just a youngster out of
"Old Blue" bI'ings that much and very
often is just junk. It's not hard to get
good wins with your birds either as we
don't have ooe or two people wimrlng all
the time.

I know I can stir up a hornet's nest
in saying this but there is no bird hamer
to raise than the "Queen of 'the Fancy".
Just proper care of the tail alone is too
much for some people!

To get a good start, buy three pair of
birds from one person who has a good
reputation and you are off and running.

cause we had many birds with black
bars, not dun. It should be remembered
in this matter that there are several
shades or degrees of black but none of
them are dun. Frankly I think the fel
lows (and they are many) who are satis
fied with dun bars are so inclined be
cause they can't produce black bars and
fit the Standard to the birds they have.
But, my, how they miss the point as it's
a pleasure to see a bird with true powd
ered silver body color and intense black
bars. The contrasts are really beautiful
and don't exist in a dun baI'red bird. If
I were breeding now I would still strive
for black bars even though our Standam
lets down the bars, so to speak, for an
easier bird to get".

Hopefully, these comments of Fred
Robinson will prompt fanciers with
Powdered Blues to carefully evaluate the
qua1ity of the wing bars on their birds.
Also, maybe they will keep their eyes
open at shows for birds with dark bars.
I think Fred's remark offer a special
challenge to recover this splendid color
as it was originally.

showroom facilities, cooping and one of
the best premium lists that can be found.
In the last two years, over $350 has been
awarded in cash ,to the breeders of the
Champions and best of each of the color
classes, with $10 and $20 awards being
given to these birds. This year is going
to be the biggest and best yet, wih $50
being awarded to the Champion of the
show and $25 to Reserve Champion and
$10 each going to the winners of the
larger color classes. Nothing like a little
of the green stuff in the pocket to help
along with those high feed bills.

In the last three years, the Great
Lakes Fantail Club has had visitors from
·three foreign countries, including Ger
many, South Africa and Canada as well
as over a dozen of our states. We also
have had such names as Eugene Mt
peter, Bob and Vi Given, Ray LaFleur,
Harry Little and many more. Does it
sound like a Central Meet? The quality
is just as good and the sportsmanship is
equal also. The only difference is the
location and ,the weather.

The month of October is the most beau
tiful in the "Bluegrass State" with all
the trees in their array of reds, oranges
and browns. The temperature is between
65 and 70 degrees and that, as we all
know, is very rare at a high class pigeon
show.

I have traveled from Wisconsin to
Alabama to pigeon shows and I can hon
estly say that the airport, hotel and
showroom facilities at the Natiooal Young
Bird Show are the best that can be found.

Among the letters that I have received
from Fantail fanciers for more than 30
years, some have held particular mean
ing because they contain the thoughts
of fanciers who played a role in the de
velopment of the Fantail.

I was acquainted with Fired RobinSQrl
of Indianapolis for many years. With his
partner, John Roeder, he bred and ex
hibited many fine Fantails. Among these
were the first powdered silver Fantails
exhibited in this country. Fred Robin
son's last letter to me was written from
Florida when he was a spry 86 years of
age. When I compare the color quality
of the powdered blue of today with what
Fred wrote about in his letter back in
1961, I wonder whether we haven't lost
something.

An excerpt from his letter is as fol
lows: "I don't know why there should
be any confusioo in the color of Powd
ered Silver as they came from England
not too long ago and their Standard for
a new color prevailed here and it said
black bars. And it was not idealistic be-

Before I begin the following aNicle, I
want to take the time to thank a very
special individual whom I hold in high
esteem. This man is none other than
Harry Little of St. Louis, Mo., the Co
ordinator of this very special and sorely
needed Fantail Issue of the American Pi
geon Journal. I felt extremely flattered
and honored when Harry asked me to
write an article about the Fantail's re
lationship with the National Young Bird
Show, held annually in Loudsville, Ky.,
and I hope this article meets that need.

Now for a brief history of the Great
Lakes Fantail Club and the National
Young Bird Show. The Great Lakes Fan
tail Club has held its young bird meet
each year in conjunctJion With the Nation
al Young Bird Show for the past five
years. This Fantail show has met the
needs of a lot of Fantail breeders from
the South, particularly Kentucky and
Plorida, who, because of weather or dist
ance have not been able to attend the
other shows in the North or Mid-West.

The Fantail entries at the last three
National Young Bird Shows have grown
from 100 birds in 1974 ,to 270 in 1976. That
is an increase of fantastic proportions.
Not only has the number of entries
grown but the quality of the en,tries has
improved as weD.

The Great Lakes Fantail Club is a
relatively new Fantail club, being only
five or six years old. Already they are
sponsoring the largest all-young-bird Fan
tail show in the country with the best
"name" judges, as well as high quality

American '1IIgeon JOUI"MIl



CONRAD M. BURCH OF ENGLAND

POI

Conrad M. Burch of England holding the
William Stevenson Memorial trophy which
he won In November 1976 for the third
consecutive year for Best Adult Saddle
Fantail. - Photo from Conrad M. Burch.
Klddermlnster, England.

Important Points of a Fantail
(Continued .from page 429)

cow hocked is a fault and breaks the
symmetry. The extreme opposite of cow
hocks is the buckled leg, where the hock
is curved forward. This is an undesirable
trait or fault. The feet should be small
and when showing the bird is up on its
toes.

Perhaps reviewing some of -these im
portant points of a Fantail will be of
benefit to the newer breeders of Fan
tails, and tt may serve as a reminder to
the experienced breeder. We all have a
tendency to have points we over stress.
We should all re-read the Standard oc
casionally to make sure we have the
picture of the ·ideal Fantail set in our
mind.

The Andalusian Fan·tail
By LARRY GLAUBITZ, Eagle Lake, Minn.

The andalusian Fantail is one of the
most unpopular varieties of Fantails that
are being bred today. This variety of
Fantail has been in existance for only
a short time and it took a lot of work
-to get it where it is at this time. It still
needs a lot of work to improve the anda
lusian color. The color is a midnight
blue on the body and the tail, shading to
black on the head and neck. The color
of flhe wings is a lighter blue and each
feather is trimmed with midnight blue,
making it look much like the checquered
varieties. The andalusian can be mated
with any of the other colors in Fantails
with very few disadvantages. Andalusian
should not be mated to andaIusian be
cause it produces indigo. By most stand
a'rds the indigo is the same as the anda
lusian because the color is quite similar.

Hopefully, in the future more people
will take a liking to the andalusian Fan
tail. As competition becomes greater the
quality will improve.

,

ca11 from Lynwood to advise me that the
birds were already on their way from
Los Angeles. Within a few hours the pi
(Jeons were in this country and when I
first set eyes on them I was delighted.
They were the colour I wanted and
were also of good type, and two Yellow
hens were really excellent.

Each season the Saddle Fantail offers
me something the Self never could, a
greater challenge and element of sur
prise. To try and calculate the type and
colour of an unborn Fantail is one thing,
but to predict the markings of any young
Saddle is something else. And if one
is lucky enough to produce a really well
marked Saddle of good type, the satisfac
tion is 10 times greater than that for any
Self.

Each year I have kept the best. Often
I have kept more than I really wanted to,
but I have improved the type along the
way. And, before I part with any pigeon
I consider to the last deta'il its worth to
my own particular need. Yes, there are
some worthwhile Saddles over here, but
not enough to part with ad lib.

Why I Chose The Saddle Fantail
By CONRAD M. BIRCH, Kidderminster, England

It was the Second World War which ·ter Saddles I had to a few of my qual
greatly damaged the populari,ty of many Hy Selfs I was on my way to improving
varieties of pigeons in Great Britain. In type if nothing else. I had so many splash
parlJicular, the more rare of the Fancy es, but these never deterred me. I had
breeds suffered near extinction here, and always preferred a mismark wi,th type
some of the less common colours in cer- and tail to a clean marked Saddle wi·th
tam varieties were gone for the time be- no other asset. And I still do!
ing. One of the varieties which suffered My biggest break in colour came in
badly was the Exhibition Fantail and, in 1970, when I bred my first Yellow Sad-
particular, the Saddle Fantail. The Yel- die. This turned out to be a landmark for
low and Bar Sadcl1es became almost non- me because not only was this pigeon of
existent; the Black and Red the only excellent type, but also unbelieveably well
prominery.t Saddle colours to remain. As marked. This hen turned out to be my
well as losses of certain colours, there favourite Fantail, and has gone on to win
was also detriment to type to some ex- a number of prizes. I remember when
tent. Since then, some keener breeders, Wil>\ Taylor judged it for the first time
of which I am one, have tried to re- in Birmingham, he commented that he
instate the losses by cross-breeding and had not seen a Yellow Saddle Fantail
importing, and positive advances have for many years. Now seven years old,
been made. this bird has produced three youngsters

In the UK there are quite a number of ,this season, one of which is worth keep
breeders of Self colour Fantails who ing.
look upon the Saddle as a waste of time, It was 1972 before I produced another
even a freak. Many consider the breed Yellow. From different parents, this also
to be so far behind on type that it is turned out to be a hen. I had the misfort
pointless to try and improve it. My an- une to Iose the mother of the orJginal Yel
swer ·is that if Columbus had never low the previous year. But these two
sailed! These cynics are completely Yellows became the foundation of my
wrong because there are now quite a stud of Yellow Saddles, and in 1974 I pro-
number of worth while Sadcl1es over duced quite a number of this colour, one
here. of which was a cock. From then onwards

After I had kept some Dr. Armstrong it was plain sailing and by now there
SeIfs, it was in 1966 that I decided to try must be quite a number of this colour
my hand at improving and popularising in various lofts up and down the coun
the Sadcl1e. I remember well my first try as I have parted with many birds
pair of Will Taylor Black Saddles, of such with "Yellow" blood. But the quality
good type that I had a good start on the Yellow Saddle is sti1l very much in de-
road to success. Some Reds of equal mand.
quali,ty followed and, in 1968, I obtained Whilst many fanciers were crying out
some superior type Sadcl1es from Ted for the Blue Saddle, I plodded on in vir-
Smitlh. My goal was the Yellow and the tual silence from 1968 onwards, crossing
Blue Sadcl1e. With the guidance of Will and more crossing. With the Yellow
Taylor and Ted SmLth who, at that time, splashes to contend with at the same
were two of our top breeders, I began my time, I had a loft full of mismarks each
experiment. By crossing some of the bet- season, but in 1973 and '74 there were

encouraging signs of a Blue on the way.
My friend, Jack Penley-Martin, was also
expeI'imenting in this field, and it was
a couple of his birds which helped me
to produce a mismarked Blue Saddle in
1974.

Probably the whole experiment took
longer than it might have done because
I was concentrating on type as well as
colour, and often some of the better
marked birds did not excel in type.

In the Spring of 1975 I was given the
opportunity to obtain some Saddles in
Blue and Yellow from Floyd Dirth in
Calif. Discouraged by even my closest
friends, some of whom thought I would
be spending a lot for so little, and some
who thought I would be buying birds of
poor quality, I decided to plod on and
send for the birds. Really, I was more
interested in colour than quality this time
as I already had birds of good type, and
it was my intention to cross some of my
own with the American birds.

The excitement started one April morn
ing of that year with a 2 a.m. phone



By FLT. LT. J. R. PENLEY-MARTIN, RAF, (Ret.), Norfolk, England

The Lace Fanlailln England

Co-ordinator's Note: - First, a letter
from FIt. Lt. J. R. Penley-Martin. It
concerns a var,iety of the Fantail seldom
seen in the United States but which has
gained a substantial following in England
and is more commonly known here as
the "Silky". T'he letter serves as an in
teresting introduction to the article "The
Lace Fantail In England" which follows:

Dear Mr. Little: - I was Secretary
of the U.K. Fantail Club until a career
changed forced me to resign at the end
of 1965. My interest in lace started dur
ing my period as Secretary, more, I coo
fess, through a sense of duty to protect
endangered Fantail varieties than because
I really liked them! My main interest lies
in genetics and colour breeding and I
could never raise much enthusiasm about
white lace. However, the gift of some
barred birds started something and now
I wouldn't be without them. My next aim
is to introduce saddle markings. It will
give me a fascinating task and if success
ful, will enable every fanoier to keep a
pair or two. This, we think, is the best
way to ensure the va~iety's future since
it is really not feasible to have a whole
loft of laces as with, say, whites or blues.

My own stud is very small by Ameri
can standards but by selection I can keep
a fair range of colours amongst my 12 to
13 breeding pairs. In fact, I have found
that colour does not matter, it Is the pat
tern that counts. So, by concentrating on
barred Fans I can keep the whole range
of colours although my interest is in the
dilutes. I am phasing out blues, etc. as
fue opportunity occurs. I have three or
four pairs of creams and silvers which
form a "quality nucleas". These are bred
primarily to maintain type. From these,
stock is crossed out (never the other way
around) to my "experimental" families.
Each is kept separate and no1hing from
these is ever paired back to the "nu
c1eous" so that if a persistent fault de
velops I can vogue out the whole line. I
bred some occasiooal browns and khakis
from an original "dun" African Owl cross
by this method but as the laces built up,
they had to go although I gave a lace
cock carrying this factor to a friend and
rus fiirst brown lace squab has my name
on it! Also have three or four paiT of sil
ver saddles. These and my normal bars
all come from the same stock. In fact, all
my birds are decended from two pair with
about four outcrosses since 1965 so are
fairly closely inbred along family lines.
This enables one to "outcross" to another
family which rekindles "hybrid' vigour
without introducing unknown and un
wanted genes. Eventually, when type is
uniform (and proved to be so by breed
ing results) I shaH nix all the non-saddle
varieties and simply produce the colours
I want each year by suitable matings.
However, Ws is a dream for the future
and much intriguing work lies ahead.
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Finally, may I wish your Special Fantail
Issue every success. - Yours sincerely,
Jack Penley-Martin.

For years the lace has been the Cin
derella of the Fantail world. Following
the late Dr. Armstrong's retirement from
the Fancy it virtually disappeared: show
entries were very low, type poor and,
with the passing of the Dairy Show, only
Harrogate provided a single class for
rhe variety. I had a couple of white lace
and tried to spread the surplus about but
in 1972 Hugh Waterston and I surveyed
the three specimens entered at the Club
Show and the outlook appeared very
bleak indeed.

However in that motley collection lay
the seeds of revival. Hugh at that time
had a large Fantail menagerie, the con
tents of which, I am convinced, w~e

mixed solely to produce odd coloured
.birds of incomprehensible 'pedigree' in
order to confuse Norman Isle, a neigh
bouring colour breeder! One result of
these machinations was a ticked silver
lace cock, very unlucky not to win on the
day.

When commiserating with Hugh, I re
marked that I should like the bird if it
were ever Jor sale: the following week
a box arrived containing not only the
silver but also a blue lace hen so I dis
posed of my whites (thereby gaining an
other convert) and settled down to breed
barred lace. I discovered that Bryn Jones
had been endeavouring to increase the
colour range and Ti Scott had a few birds
hut there was little -incentive for -them to
show further af.ield than Welsh Branch at
Burry Port. The 1973 Club show saw
only a small increase in entries but an
al'ticle in the Newsletter and the different
colours on display aroused some interest
and the few surplus birds were sold.

1974 engendered mixed feelings: pre
viously I had been disappointed in that the
sHv~ cock had sired youngsters, but no
lace. However that year he produced the
only lace he ever bred for me, but he
really earned his keep with that one, a
ticked silver hen fit to hold her own
against normal Fans. In general, despite
the number of birds whkh had changed
hands, entries were still low and the
Club Show only attracted eight, nonethe
lless interest was keen and demand far
exceeded supply. So to 1975, the birds
were there but how could they be attract
ed from the lofts? More publicity, easily
done: better classification, a class each
at Scottish and Welsh Branches and, for
the first time in my memory, two classes
(and a certificate) at the Club Show. Re
sult, no less than fourteen entries and
more orders than could be fulfilled! 1976
has seen a consolidation of this progress.
There were a few lace holding their own
against normals in the AOe class at Tim
·nen and, although we have accidentally
dost our second class at Doncaster (it wiH
be back in 1977) every Branch Show has

staged a lace class. I do not have all de
taj·ls but there was a good entry at Cen
tral, no less than 19 at Eastern and 15 at
Dnncaster. Again demandS for stock have
far exceeded the surplus available. A
further reassuring point is that the quality
of stock is steadily rising: from time to
time the odd lace capable of competing
against normal Fans has been seen but
this season there are several in that cate
gory. True, average type is below that
for most other varieties but, with lace
more numerous there is greater scope
to select breeding stock from the upper
end of the spectrum rather than havdng
to use a bird simply because it was a lace
and available! Equally the main studs
have now been able to establish inbreed-.
ing programs and like is beginning to
throw like. My own stud for example can
not exceed three breeding pairs due to
lack of space for more floor-level pens.
For several years I had to manage with
one good lace and a couple of 'also-rans'
but for 1977 I can line up a good cocl~

and three excellent hens, which means a
'spare' of better quality than I have
normally been able to use for breeding,
a luxury indeed!

Since we have newcomers in our ranks
a few words about the breeding and care
of the variety may not come amiss.
Firstly, apart from the different feather
structure which prevents them from fly
ing, lace are perfectly normal Fantails.
Of course they need a nest box at floor
level (unless breeding pairs are per
manently confined to pet1S during the sea
son) but in most other respects, mating
follows the same rules that apply to an
ordinary Fan of similar colour. Two
lace should never be mated together since
this would result in about 50% of the
youngsters being deficient in webbing
and, after a few generations, the birds
would have notrung but bare quills! Hence
the pairing is lace x normal feather, it
matters not whether the lace be the cock
or the hen, one will on average breed
50% lace, 50% normal squabs of both
sexes since the lace factor is not sex
linked.

There is no 'contamination' of normal
offspring by lace 'blood' (the factor is a
simple dominant): these birds can be
paJired with ordinary Fans and will breed
only normals. Indeed there is an opinion
which holds that such offspring are val
uable in improving feather quality and
correcting softness. However I can find
no evidence for this belief and I consider
that hardness and softness of feather are
found as much in lace as in normal Fans.
It is noticeable that some lace are more
laced than others, these, I think, are
soft feathered and certainly it appears
that feather structure is weaker. If so, it
is not difficult to see that a normal young
ster from hard feathered lace-breeding
parents would improve soft feathered nor
mal stock, but then so would a hard feath
ered bird of non-lace ancestry! So I do
not consider that there is any special vir
tue in using lace bred birds for this pur
pose: however there appears to be no
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reason why all progeny cannot be used
apart from the fact that, as lace are, on
average, inferior in type to most other
Fans, normally only lace youngsters are
worth retaining. For this reason the pair
ing of lace cock x normal hen may be
the better al1rangement as it is generally
held that a hen has a greater influence
00 type than a cock. However in practice
I have found that it does not greatly mat
ter, what is important is that the normal
mate, regardless of sex, is as sound in
type as possible. Type is not yet as firmly
inbred in lace as in normal and an un
sound choice can quickly result in a disas
trous crop of 'beanpoles'! One further
point, a purely personal opinion for which
I have no hard evidence, there is appar
ently no reason why, if sound stock is
used, both lace and normals within a loft
should not eventually become of equal
type. Yet this does not seem to happen
and I suspect that the reason may be
the difference in feather structure in
that the normal feather with its greater
'body' fills out hollows and round-off an
gles whereas the thinner lace plumage
follows every conte!!r of the body. One
only has to see a nicely rounded Fan sud
denly 'tighten-up' when frightened and
become very angular to grasp what I
mean.

It is sometimes held that lace are prone
to infertility but from my own experience
there is no evidence to support this as
sertion although yearling cocks some
times do not fiII regularly until the sec
ond half of the season. My stock has been
as fertile as my other Fans and as suc
cessful in rearing yOUf1gsters: further
more the offspring are as robust as any
other and no more prone to chills despite
the 'thinner' plumage, r,owever it is as
well to keep an eye on them at the '10
day' stage if the nights are cold. I do
find that the feathers are a little more
reluctant to break from the sheath dur
ing the damper autumn days and some
assistance with dehiscing is required:
however this small disadvantage is more
than offset by the fact that fret-marks
are much less obvious and so one rarely
has to pull a poor feather.

Novices are sometimes apprehensive of
two statements in our Handbo:>k: that
lace are prone to insect attack and to
splay wing. For my part I have found
that feather lice and suchlike are no
greater menace to lace than to any other
Fan, nor is more frequent spraying re
quired. However it does appear that the
lower vanes of shoeing feathers and the
tips of primaries tend to rub away, espe
dally if the birds are kept on bare boards,
this is more noticeable in soft feathered
birds, primarily in the dilute colours. But
it would be wrong to suggest that this is
a serious problem, it only becomes appar
ent towards the end of the breeding sea
son when the moult is imminent so is
quickly rectified. Splay wing is a major
defect and in the old days one saw sever
al lace exhibiting this disfigurement but
it appears to be virtually absent from
modern stock. Of course most Fans show
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some splaying about the ten day stage
when quills elongate but it soon disap
pears when the feathers break. The most
that can be said is that it takes a little
whi·le longer before a lace's feathers hold
in place and it would be prodent to fold
the developing wings into position when
visiting the loft. I have bred nooe with a
true splay wing but I do recaU that in
my first year I had a youngster in which
the primaries of one wing overlapped in
reverse order and stuck out at an angle.
The cure was simple, on weaning I rear
ranged the feathers correctly, folded the
wing, taped round the prima"ies and put
another piece of tape about the coverts
so that the wing could not be extended.
The tapes were removed some ten days
later, problem solved. I do sometimes
find that the softer feathered lace man
age to get the primaries stuck outside
the secondaries after flapping their wings
but again attention whilst visiting the loft
prevents the fault becoming persistent
and as they age the youngsters learn to
preen the feathers back into position so
that there is little recurrence in adult
stock.

And now to tails. The Handbook quite
properly warns of the young Fan's tend
ency to push its head through the centre
of the tail and to catch its wings in the
sides. Young lace are no exception to this
habit and, because of their more fragile
and less resistant plum:l.ge, can work
their head right through. I have seen one
or two horrible specimens in the show
pen. There is only one certain answer to
the problem, breed birds without this
fault. In my opinion it is caused by the
neck being a fraction too long in proport
ion to the back: hence when the Fan
rolls-up, the point of maximum pressure
is against the front cushion, I consider
that the main pressure should be on the
rump with the back of the head merely
resting against the cushion. We do breed
birds of good type with these desirable
properties and, if such from the breeding
team, eventually all the inhabitants of the
lo~t ought to be similar. But that is the
counsel of perfeotion a,nd, as we know,
life isn't like that: hence the tail must
be secured in position. Now I am no show
man and I have never tied a tail, but I
can stick tape! I prefer masking tape,
it does not last as long as sellotape but
neither does it leave marks nor pull out
feathers on removal. However when deal
ing with a lace do remember that the
webbing is not strong and the bird can
easily push its head between taped quills,
in faot it can push through far easier
than it can draw back, which could prove
disastrous, therefore always ensure that
one piece of tape is set at the base of the
feathers where the head will rest. Show
dressing appears to be another problem,
one sees the ordinary Fans having tails
set just before penning and the novice
might be excused for thinking that the
lace poses an insuperable task since the
fea'thers cannot be interwoven. Not a bit
of it, since laces' tails ca,nnot be 'laced',
all that can be expected is that they be

SILVER LACE FANTAIL HEN

Silver Lace Fantail hen. Band No. NPA
'4-B-675. In 1974 won: Eastern Branch. 5th
ACO; 20 entries; Alexandra Palace, 2nd
AOC; Suffolk, 1st and Best AOC; Club
l'how. 1st Best Lace. In 1975 won: Scottish
Branch, 1st; Club Show, Best Lace, Certi
ficate and Cup. In 1976 won: Club ShOW,
3rd (or-Iy time beaten by a Lace). - Brea
and owned by Fit. Lt. J. R. Penley-Martin,
Norfolk. England.

as smooth and as flat as possible, so
back to the masking tape! About three to
four weeks before the show season com
mences, ensu're that all feathers are flat
and evenly spaced, then tape into posit
ion: check after about a fortnight and re
tape, removing the fastening just prior to
the first show. The harder feathered birds
wHl generally last the season but the oth
ers may need a few days in 'curlers' be
fore each event. Errant feathers can be
twisted flat or bent into position quite
easily: simply make a slight indentation
in the quill near its base with a finger
nail then, holding the base firmly, make
the necessary adjustment to the rest of
the feather. Always overcorrect the fault
slightly since the feather will try to re
sume its original position but, if taped for
approximately ten days, it will usually
strengthen and hold the new arrangement.
One word of warning, never attempt this
treatment until the fea,ther is fully grown
and out of its sheath. For a hamfisted
tail-setter like myself, the simpiicity of
these requirements makes the lace a
show bird par excellence!

Some colours and strains of Fantails
seem prone to nervousness. I have seen
frightened lace, not a pretty sight!, but
it would appear that this variety contains
more than the average number of birds of
an equable temperament. Perhaps being
unable to fly, lace accept that they can
not escape and so develop a trust of, or
indifference to, humans: hence they are
more easily managed than ordinary Fans.
There is also evidence to suggest that
temperament can be inherited, so the
odd nervous bird should be rogued out be
fore breeding selection. Finally, newcom
ers are often worried lest a lace be bu~

lied: have no fear, lace cannot fly out
of trouble so they are qu~te prepared to
fight. I do not wish to suggest that the
variety is wilfully quarrelsome but it soon
e!lJms respect in the loft.

(Continued on page 469)
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Patience Necessary With Fantails
By ROLAND RACEY, Orl>ando, Fla.

By GUS WALDUSKY, West Covina, Calif.

around when number one is picked.
The color in powdered blue has been a

very controversiaJl subject for all the
years I've bred them but in talking to the
guys who are taking the color seriously,
they seem to be going in the same direc
tion. They are a:11 tryd'ng to put dark or
black bars on the wings and a dark band
on the outer part of the taH feathers and
also a light blue glaze over silver on the
rest of the body. Some call this a flecking
(not to be confused with ticking). For
myself, I prefer the straight light or
glazed light blue over si,lver. The birds
of this 'color also seem to be harder of
feather which used to be a major pro
blem, especially in the tail feather which
was soft and hard to manage. I woo't
breed from a solit: tailed bird. They wiU
set your breeding program back years.
Keeping proper records and cul1ling will
eliminate this problem.

By no means do I know all there is to
know about breeding the powdered blue
color. I'm onlly expressing my opinion
and am writing of what has been success
ful, in a smavl way, for me.

The powdered blue has come a long
way in the past few years, thanks to Mr.
HeMelfrnger, Mr. Bol,ton and Mr. Harper,
to mention only a few. With their birds
spread across the coUl1Jtry, to many dif
ferent breeders, powdered blues are now
placing weH in shows in all parts of the
country. Interest in thl.s beautiful color
is high and this will make them become
even better with even higher plaoings in
the future.

Good luck to all Fantaill breeders every
where!

lalit for any breed where only three pairs
of birds are given this much breeding
area.

Now I must inject a word here that
goes hand in hand with the word paN
ence. The word in infertility. To me
words are fascinating in ,that this word
when you say it just sounds like a dirty
word and believe me to Fantail breeders
it is. My first breeding season I had five
sets of eggs before I got the first fertile
egg. Yes the pair was trimmed, vent, tail
and anything else that got in the way. I
also had a problem with the cock bird
as he fought the hen for control of nest
ing and I find this can be a common
problem with Fantails. When both birds
have this desire to sit on ,the nest then
there is a conflict and they are constantly
pushing each other off the nest. I have
had a case where they would knock a
three day old squab out of the nest with
their constant fighting for nest control.
Of course this is a personality trait but
I think it is more of a problem in Fan
,tails than other breeds.

That first year I raised four Fan,tails.
After the breeding season I gave two of
the birds away and kept two. The next
year I bred from two pairs, which were

get them. I've seen birds with grea't tails
and others with terrific bodies and some
with both but unless they show and get
up on their toes with the head laying
back on the cushion, they are never

I have been breeding Fantails for the
past three years and if your considering
this little beauty as your breed then I
must caution you that for beauty you
must pay the price of patience.

I started with one padr of breeding
stock containing the bloodlines of Gerald
Champ and if you know Fantails then you
recognize a name of one of our past
masters at breeding Fantails. I purchased
this pair from Doug Boyce of Sarasota,
Fla. Doug is now in his mid 80's and
still as energetic with breeding pigeons
as he was wi,th his first pair of birds.

I have a smaH back yard 10ft and I
guess the unusual thing about it is the
fact that I will only 'breed from three
pairs of birds. When I say unusual I
mean that most breeders operate on a
much larger scale. My breeding loft is
seven feet long and six feet deep. The
floor is split level. Half is plywood and
half is sand. The plywood part is 10 inch·
es above the sand part. The loft has an
open front facing south and if the rain
blows in, then the sand part is best for
absorbing what rain ,that does blow in.

The nests are 30 inches wide 18 inches
deep and 18 inches high. So for the sake
of argument I would call tru1:j fU1 ideal

Powdered Blues - ALove Affair at First Sight

Individual Fantail Breeding Cages
Picture shows the individual breeding cages on the right and young bird cages on

the left. They are used in breeding Blac/< Fantails. - Photo from Fred and Mary
Thoel/<e, Cavalier, N.D.

I wou']d suppose that everyone who
breeds Fantails or any other type of pi
geon has his or her favorite color and
]like the rest, my choice of the powdered
blue happened to £it my taste some 12
yeaTS ago.

My wife and I were going over the pi
ge~Jns at the Los Angeles COlUlty Fair
and taking a pa~ticulal"1y Slow walk down
Fantail alley. I'd aJlways been interested
in Fantails but in this show we came
across four birds that were a different
color than the usual white, black, blue,
etc., that are usuaJly seen at the shows.
A6ter examining the coop cards I found
them to be listed as powdered silver (now
powdered blue) and a great love affair
started at first sight.

Cy Harper was the owner and it was
only a short time later that I paid a visit
to Cy's place in the San Fernando Valley
and came home with a pair that was to
begin my stud of Fantails.

Living in town made it impossible for
me to have a large 1011t, so to this day
I breed from only a smaM select few. It
was probably the best thing that could
have happened because in not having the
room I was forced to cull deeply and keep
only the best. I have room for eight breed
ing pair so a few have to do the job
for me. .

My philsophy on breeding is simple and
I bej'ieve, if fallowed, you call be suc
cessful in any color of Fantail you raise.
Never breed two birds together that have
tilie same faults and if a bird does not
show, it has to go to the "bone can",
so to speak. Of course, you also have to
keep the Standard in mind but if they
don't have the head room to "dig", for-
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,By BUD HAGAN, Louisville, Ky.

Priorities in Breeding Fantails

father-daughter and son-mother mating.
One pair bred two Fantails and the other
pair bred three Fantails for that season.
It's true that the quantity was poor but
I tell you that the quality was outstand
ing in the second year. This is where the
word patience comes into play. I now be
lieve that if you have quality show stock
Fantails that the best birds wHl not breed
in large quantities. I know there may
be Fantail breeders who may not agree
with this line of thought but I have been
privileged since the year 1941 to have ex·
perience with 16 breeds of pigeons and
during this time I have not met a breed
that was quite as challenging as the Fan
tail. My past years were involved with
the easy breeds. Hungarians, Carneaux,
Swiss Mondaines, Show Kings, Rollers,
Homers, Modenas, etc. I say easy in re
spect to offspring capability. So if you
want to be a Fantail breeder than here is
my suggestion for success.

1. Be prepared for a $50 investment
for that first pair.

2. Give these birds plenty of loilt space.
3. Talk to a well-known Fantail judge.

He will open your eyes to the world of
success.

4. Brush up on your reading concerning
genetics. Breeding Fantails without a
genetic roadmap is a dead end road.

5. Establish a bloodline and work with

The fallacy of the human race is to skip
the obvious 'alld to take on ·the colorful or
the pie in the sky project. This is where
we are today. The high price of feed,
shipping, and the Lord only knows what
will happen on the gas deal, has set the
pace of the quality of our bird and also
our shows.

At the present, the big show is in. The
demand for more and more classes has
grown. For every class, there is a de
mand for something to show that you
have woo. The demand for show catalogs
and more bulletins has gro'M1. This is
good and generally reflects ,the growth
of the Fancy.

Let's go back and take a look at all
·these goodies. I have helped put on some
big shows. I have attended even bigger
than what I put on. Nine out of ten fan
ciers at any given show have no idea
what it takes to put on one of these
shows. The average cost is from $300 to
$500. There is no way to measure 'the cost
of the labor of the three to five people
that works.

The awards for our shows has grown
comp1etely out of reality. The cheapest
trophy is between $8 to $10. On top of
that, it is, and looks like trash. Most of
the fanciers are in trouble with their
wives over all those trophies setting and
wllecting dust.

Everybody talks about the high cost of
shipping but I haven't seen any mass ac
tion on doing anything about it.
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it. Starting with one pair you can be
competitive in five years. If this is too
much patience then pick another breed.

6. Quick success can be bought, but
the real pleasure just isn't there.

7. Learn to gauge the offspring. Re
serve a certain bird for next year if it
has one quality that is outstanding.

8. Handle your stock as much as pos
sible. Lacing of the tail and daily prepa
ration of the tail before show time is a
must.

9. Clean feed and water twice a day or
all of the above is void.

10. Last item. Don't ever second guess
a Fantail judge. For the most part the
Fantail judge is a man who has devoted
a lifetime to his specialty and he doesn't
have to be told how to do his job. He is a
rare person in this age of fast living and
gimmicks. Most of all he is sincere and
he can be helpful to a new Fantail breed
er more than I can explaJi.n in this short
article.

Now to bring you up to date on my cur
rent third year of breeding. Well it's now
May and I have my first two week old
squab. For me this is a good year as I
don't usually get a squab unti,j June. I
still have high hopes but I always must
fall back to that stable old word of
patience.

There Is no way any of these feed com
panies are going 00 make me be'lieve that
it cost more to produce feed for pigeons
than it does for chickens. They will tell
you that it is the protein, but go to any
feed dealer and check the protein of
chicken feed against pigeon feed, (the
average amount), and you wUl find out
the average protein in chicken is 17%
and pigeoo is 15%. We pay because it is
a specialty feed. One of the biggest pro
ducers of feed today, produces nothing
but specialty feed. $0 figure it out.

The cost of putting out a bulletin has
more than tripled in the last very few
years. The cost of postage is out of sight
and stiU going. The higher it gets, the
longer it takes to get your mail.

Everybody you talk to says he belongs
to this or that club, but go look at the
paid-up members and you come up short.
Five dollars today buys you a hamburger
and cock, or very soon, five gallons of
g~. I

Let's take care of these problems real
quick. 1st. Being that we have never been
able to change the government from list
ing the pigeon as a chicken, when it is a
bird, jay bird, etc. Let's feed chicken
feed. 2nd. Every club member showing at
any given show has to work or else. 3rd.
Only the paid-up members of the big
clubs that sponsor big shows are eligible
to win an award. 4th. All of these clubs
raise their dues to $10 a year and $2 entry
to show. This stops all the begging and

relieveG the few that puts up all the
money. 5th. Tills award deaf needs a lot
of thought. Mine is to give a nice award
for Champion and Reserve Champion. For
all the other classes, best of color, old,
young, yearling, or any class, gets an
engraved plate. He wilt have to buy a
plaque to mount these plates. This makes
it easier to keep track of his wins.

This should be very easy to understand.
Just take for example your life. From
ehildhood to manhood you know that liv
ing off old dad and mom costs a lot less
than being ma'rried with your own child
ren. The compensation is the pride of
your {)WIJ. fami·]y. There is nothing free
ann I do mean nothing. The cost is meas
ured by your desire to better yourself in
any project.

You can look at th'is any way you want
to but no One stops progress. Our system
is set up on a dollar system. As we want
more and better things, we pay more to
get them. The cost of anything s~ts its
own pace. The high cost of feed alooe has
already changed every pigeon fancier's
loft. They are culling heavier today than
ever before. As you cull, you better your
stud. As Y<lur stud develops so does your
show entry. There is no way to feed a
two-bit bird $20 feed, so this follows all
the way through.

There is only one champion at any
show. This means it came from one cock
and ooe hen, percentages 00 this goes up
in accordance with how good a breeder
you are. Take it from a dumbhead that
knows, wan to wall birds is the wrong
way to do it. The free lunch and the
buggy whip went out at the same time, a
long time back.

Fantail Reflections Through The Years
(Continued from page 427)

have known them I consider myself to
be the priveleged pal'ty. To have never
met the others in America I place on the
debit side.

In penning these notes, full well I know
I contravened the sacred views of our
partial modern society who are coo
temptuous of the past and who unblush
ingly empl<lY insipid <terms such as "so
phisticated" and "perm-issive" to obli
terate decadent. When I look lilt the by
pl'oducts, with 'the jaundiced eye of this
ultra enlightened age, I pause to wonder
if in their alleged grecrter intelect and
higher mentality they will ever afford
the luxury that is mine when I say: If I
could, I would do it aU again.

The Lace Fantail In England
(Continued from page 467)

I hope that the above article has demon
strated that lace are not difficult to keep,
breed or show and that the birds will
blend into a loft of ordinary Fans. It is
our most fascinating and challenging va
riety and in the U.K. may be obtained in
most colours. I gather that in the States
it is rarely seen but I understand that
you like a challenge, so cast those doubts
behind you and keep the reaJ Queen of
tJhe Fancy!
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By HERB BANKER, Veneta, Ore.

By MIKE L1EB, Portland, Ore.

Black Fantails - How Can We Improve Them?

ROUND JUDGING PEN

This round walking pen is used by the
Orego.n Fantail Association for fudging
Fantails. Herb Banker Is shown in the
picture. - Photo from Herb Banker.
Veneta. Ore.

by todays LaFleur, Altpeter Jr., King
kinger, Harper, Hatcher and many others.
In turn, they will send the fanciers of
tomorrow towards their target.

In closing, I would like to thank Cy
Harper who helped me to get a great
start. And who knows? Possibly, on my
way to breeding the "perfect" black
Fantail!

A Well Built Fantail Loft
By JOHN D. JOHNSON, Park River. N.D.

The design and size of my Fantail loft
is 11' by 16' with 7' side walls and a 8'
peak. The walls are insulated and cover
ed with %" partical board on the inside,
and %" buffalo board and siding on the
outside. There are three windows 2' by 2'
in size. One 011 the North, one on the
West, and one on the South side. These
can be opened and screens put in. The
picture window is 5Yz' by 4' for a good
supply of light. The loft is facing the
South so in the summer the sun is high
enough to shine on only about 30% of the
window so it does not heat up the loft
any extra. In the winter when the sun
is at a lower angle, it will shine in the
complete window. When the temperature
is 50 degrees out, it will be 72 degrees
inside; at 30 degrees out, it wHl be 50
degrees inside, at 15 degrees out, it will
be 30 degrees inside, at 0 degrees out,
it will be 12 degrees inside llfId at minus
20 degrees out it will still be minus 20
degrees inside and frost on the feathers
too.

I have a vent at each end of the loft
at the peak (36" x 20") that I use for
cross ventilation. I only open it on hot
days. These have a fine screen on to keep
out the flies, mosquitoes and other in
sects.

There are nesting boxes for 10 to 15
pair of birds with the size of each box
being (24" x 15" x 12") high. There are
also three separate areas (4' x 5') for
pairing up birds or keeping young ones
or odd ones in. This all works out quite
well for my birds.

------
Subscription $6 per year; 3 years $15.

walking pen for a judging coop. The round
pen stands on a pedestal by itself at chest
level. This allows the judge to move com
pletely around it to give him the best
visibi·Jity. We have fOlmd that the round
shape prevents the birds from hiding in
a corner, which sometimes happens in a
square pen. We also use naugahide for
walking material. With the proper equip
ment, judging Fanttails, or any breed, is
made easier.

Most exhibitors enjoy hearing a judge
comment on the birds as he is judging.
This should however be done with re
straint. The faults and the good points of
a bird should be pointed out. J1his teaches
the novice and may point out something
overlooked by the experienced breeder.
An overly critical judge may discourage
the novice and keep him from shOWing
the next time.

Good judges deserve recognition from
the exhibitors and spectators. A rotmd of
applause on the completion of judging is
sometimes the only payment a judge re
ceives. Speaking for myself, I appreciate
this more than anything else.

Note by Editor. - Due to lack of space,
we are Uflable to print the Fantail Stand
ard of the Oregon Fantail Assooillition, and
their interpretation of same. Copies of
this Standard may be secured from Herb
Banker, 25746 Jeans Rd., Veneta, Ore.,
97487.

next pen ,they might have a few odd white
cocks that are exceHent in body and beau
tiful in legs, birds that might have to be
destroyed because there are no hens to
go with them. Hey! Did I hear you say
you wanted to do something with those
blacks? Then why don't you put that
beauty of a white cock with the short legs
with ·that leggy black hen over there?
You won't know \V\1llit will happen until
you try!

This year I am breeding from a white
cock on a black hen because they have
qualities that counteract each others
faults. And they are proven breeders.

Take a look at a few of the past show
reports of the Central or Eastern Fantail
Clubs. Sure, a few blacks have won Cham
pion honors over the years. But look who
is number one. The whites! Even the
blues and silvers are doing pretty well.

There isn't much more to say, I think
I've made my point, that one of the keys
to ,the improvement of the black Fantail
is to cross it with a bird that is superior
in type, no matter whllit the color might
be. Just as long as it is a Fantail.

The leading black Fantail breeders of
yesterday. Havemeyer, Altpeter Sr.,
Argall and Racey, led us in <the right
direction. The course has been maintained

Our Method of Judging the Fantail

Good Fantail judges are hard to find. A
FantaH is not only judged by the printed
Standard, but by its performance in the
walking pen as well. For an aU-breeds
judge to judge a Fantail by the Standard
he reads is a very difficuqt task, although
I have seen some do a good job. Fantai'l
clubs, 'clnd show directors must insist on
quailified judges.

Here in the Northwest, the Oregon Fan
tail Ass'o has set up a system for the
training and certification of Fantail judg
es. A person wishing to be an OFA cer
tj.fied judge must:

1. Know the OFA judging order.
2. Judge over 60 birds, at least two

shows. This can be accomplished by judg
ing at table shows, lawn shows, etc.

3. Take a written test and pass by 80%.
4. J1ake an oral test and pass by 80%.
5. The applicant then judges 10 birds

under the watchful eye of at least two
OFA certified judges.

6. The testing judges then make their
recommendations to the club members,
who then take a vote. The applicant can
be certified after passing by a % m'cljori
ty. This sounds difficu'lt, but if you know
the breed it will be easy.

All judges should insist on a walking
pen and proper walking materia:l at any
show. Trying to judge carriage and mo
tion in a 16 by 16 cage is nearly impos
sible. The OFA has adopted the round

M: first I was thinking of writing an ar
ticle on what I consider to be lacking in
our black Fantails. As I have been breed
ing them for only a few years, I believe
it best to leave that subject to the ex
perts. Instead, I will give you my
thoughts on what we can do :to improve
the type of the black Fantails such as I
have seen in the shows I have attended,
those .in my loft and those in the lofts
of nearby fanciers.

Let me first say ·that I am 100 percent
in favor of mating a black Fantail with
a white, blue, pink or a purple, if there
was such a color, as long as I can im
prove the overaH quality of the young
Fantails, color excepted.

"Well of course! " you say, "Everybody
knows chat!" Don't kid yourself! There
are some fanoiers who say that an AOC
is no better than a cull. It is kind of diS'
couraging to hear this, that the 10 points
for color is more important than the 20
points for body or the 15 points for legs.

This is not intended for our color
breeders who are striving for a certain
color and who already have good type in
their blacks. It is intended for the breed
er whose blacks are wasting away be
cause they are lacking good round bodies
or their legs are six inches long. In the
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First bird, Band No. 1043, 1977 2nd Yo ung Blue cock at Central Fantail Club Meet,
Dayton, Ohio; 1976 3rd Young Blue COCk, Eastern Fantail Club Meet. Reading, Pa.
Second bird, Band No. 1512. 1977 Best Young Powdered Blue at the Central Fantail Club
Meet, Dayton, Ohio; 1976 2nd Young Powde red Blue at Eastern Fantail Club Meet,
Reading, Pa. - Both birds bred and owned by Robert De Adder. ShreWSbury, ·N.J.

Prize Winning White Fantails

good carriage. Carriage, of course, is very
<important. Oarl'ii.age is the way in which
Ilhe bird carries or holds itself, either
while posing in one position or when
wa:lki.ng.

A good Fantail always looks graceful
even when ,it is not showing its best. The
bird must show poise and confidence. The
best Fantails are able to pose well and
walk smoothly and gracefully. The walk,
or motion, is not complicated; the bird
must simply show itself off well when
moving around. The bird must keep the
same grace and composure whi'le walk
ing that it has when standing still and
posing. The Fantail should walk smoothly
and calmly, on its tip toes, off the bat!
of the foot. The head should be thrown
back in a graceful manner and should be
resting closely at the base of the cushion
in the center of the tail. The bird should
keep its head positioned, looking straight
ahead, up the center of ·the chest. The
bird must always hold its tail well up as
stated in the Standard.

Fantails that do not have proper carri
age and motion often look crippled or
spastic. The problem is usual:Jy that the
birds are too shol't in back or have bad
leg setting. These birds shoUJId most likely
be eliminated. Always breed for proper
type and carriage and blend in the grace
ful motion. Breed for perfeotion and keep
the Fantal,l the "Queen of ·the Fancies".

A Fantail Club For Juniors
By JEFF BUNYARD, Vandalia, III.

For the past few months I have been
interested in starting a Fantail Club for
just juniors. (I am a junior too.) 1
thought and thought about it, and de
cided to go ahead. Its success depends
solely on the support of fellow Fantail
fanciers, especially the juniors. It would
be mainly a fun club having bulletins,
acotivities, ads, etc., and dues would
most likely be set at $2. This can be
decided later.

One very important thing is should it
be for both the standard type and the
Indians or for just the standard type?
I would like to have any comments or
advice you may have. My address: Route
2, Vandalia, Ill., 62471.

Carriage and Motion In Fantails
By A. R. THOMS, Elmira, Ore.

Carriage and motion are the qua1lities
that make the Fantail the "Queen of the
Fancies". There are many good Fantails
in the world but to excell, the Fantail
must have carriage and motion. I won't
try to write what the "perfect" Fantail
should be but I will write about the main
points of carriage and motion.

Birds weD balanced in points as per
Standard are usually the ones -that have

from Lou Christener. Some blues and the
ohampion powdered blues go back to Cy
Harper birds. This year he acquired some
whites £rom Ron Swartz and one or two
from me which go back to Dr. Ostrander's
birds.

It has been a pleasure for me to sub
mit these lines about an outstanding Fan
tail "The Champ". It also gives me an
opportunity to express my appreciation
to Frank Fischler for tihe guidance, advice
and many outstanding Fantails he has
made available, not only to me, but to
several members of our FantaH cult.

By BOB DE ADDER, Shrewsbury, N.J.

Frank Fischlers' Champion Fanlail

Prize Winning White Fantails
First bird Band No. 1508, 1976 Best Young White hen at Eastern Fantail Club

Meet, Reading, Pa. Second bird, Band No.3, 1975 Champion Young White cock at
Eastern Fantail Club Meet, Atlantic CHy, N.J., 1976 Champion Old White cock at East·
ern Fantail Club Meet, Lellanon. Pa. - Both birds bred and owned by Robert De
Adder, Shrewsbury, N.J.

The outstanding show record of "The
Champ" (7833) powdered blue hen, be
gan at the Eastern Fantail Show held at
Baltimore in January 1973 where she
was declared Grand Champion of 186 Fan
>tails by judge Al Kreutter. Since that
show, "The Champ" has gooe on to win
as follows:

1974 - Eastern Show at Keansburg, N.J.,
Grand Champion of 132 FantailI>'.

1975 - Eastern Fantail Show at Atlantic
City. N J., Reserve Champion of 289 Fan·
tails.

1976 - Eastern Fantail Show at Lebanon,
Pa.• Reserve Champion of 247 Fantails.

1977 - Eastern Fantail Show at Lebanon.
Pa., Be~t Old Powdered Blue Hen.

1977 - Grand National at Dayton. Ohio
Champion Powdered Blue and Third Best
Fantail of 365 Fantails.

In addition to her wonderful show
record, "The Champ" has established her
own dynasty of powdered blues in the
loft of her ·owner, Frank Fischler of Key
port, N.J. and during the last few years
she has generated severe competition in
the show pen with her decendents. Frank
has been generous with his family of
powdered blues and several Eastern Fan
tail Club members, including your writer,
provide stiff competition With related
powdered blues.
Perhaps a few words about Frank

Fischler would be of interest to Fantail
buffs. He started, as most of us do, a6 a
kid of 10 to 12 years of age and had a
wide variety of Fancy pigeons. The typi
cal pattern developed and he found girls,
sports and automobiles more interesting
for a while. Unole Sam also needed his
services for a few years but finally, about
[2 or 13 years ago, he came back into the
fold and for tile last seven or eight years
ilas concentrated on the "Queen of the
Fancies".

Frank's loft of white, blue and powder
ed blue Fantails usually totals about 18
to 20 pair. Most of his early Fantails
::arne from the loft of the late Clint Wil
bur of Red Bank, N.J., and some of his
Nhites and blues still carry a trace of
the Wilbur background. Recent years
lave seen the addition of blue and white

:or July, 1977 Page 471



By RICHARD WILSON, Bethleham, Pa.

By BOB DE ADDER, Shrewsbury, N.J.

Exotic Fantails My Interest

Another goal of the Tri-County Club is
to encourage younger people to get into
the hobby. Any junior member can get
birds free of charge to get a start. All
our members are also available for help
and advice whenever it is needed. The
Club extends an invitation to all who are
interested in the breeding and showing
of pigeons, to join the Tri-County Pigeon
Club.

CHAMPION FANTAIL

Champion Fantail, Band No. 7833. 
Bred and owned by Robert De Adder,
Shrewsbury, N.J.

Mealy, Cream and Powdered
Silver Fantails

By EARL L. HERMER, Randolph, Wis.
I would like to take this time to talk

about some of my favorite colors, begin
ning with mealy and its dilute cream.
MeaJy is the name we use for barred
ash reds and oream being barred ash yel
low. Ash red is sex linked and when an
ash red hen is mated with a blue cock
you will produce red cocks and blue hens.
However when an ash red cock is used
With a blue hen I have never raised any
thing but ash reds.

To this date I have never mated my
mea1ies and creams together as type is
not to my liking as yet. All mealies are
used with blues, while silver is used for
the creams. In cream and silver matiings
youngsters come in both colors and sex,
usually in equal numbers. We can also
mate cream to blue, but unless the blue
cock is carrying dilution you will only
raise blue and mealy.

I'd also like to mention one other
beautiful color, that being powdered sil
ver. Powdered silver is the dilute of
powdered blue. In appearance it has light
body coloring with light dun bars. In
the years I've shown pigeons I have only
seen one other breeder who has shown
this color. I forgot the name, but I be
lieve it was an Eastern breeder.

I mate my powdered silver to silver as
I don't care for powdered blue and doo't
keep them anymore. All silvers from
these matings are kept for future powd
ered matings or disposed of. This is
where good record keeping comes in
handy, but that's another story.

Come on you Fantail people, let's get
some more of these beautiful colors in
the showroom.

Champion of 40 Fantails.
Now that I've sounded off about "Ta

marac", you may be interested in his
lineage. In June of 1973, I visited Rod
Hatcher in Iowa and in our discussion of
possible purchases I asked him for his
advice as to what color of his he would
recommend as his best and he said "My
Blacks". The pair of blacks he sent to
me in January of 1974 have really been
outstanding breeders. Two 1974 hens
from this mating have been good show
birds and one of them is the mother of
"Tamarac". I wish I could be as specific
about his sire. He was picked up in a
trade with a local pigeon dealer, Ben
Oliveri. Of course, the background of his
sire must have been excellent even though
unknown to me. A quote from Bob Mc
Kee comes to mind when he said, "The
outcross with the highly inbred Hatcher
blood sure clicked for a good one". This
is a rather loose description of his quote
because it occurred at the time of the
judging of the finalists at Lebanon in
January.

Now that the new breeding season is
starting, I don't believe I have to say
that the parents of "Tamarac" will be
carefully watched.

,the same as a beauty contest except that
the prettiest bird doesn't always win. The
bird that wins is the one that has all
the deskable characteristics of the
breed.

The Club's goals are "To encourage
and promote the breeding and improve
ment of all varieties of pigeons, to fonn
a closer personal contact among all pi
geon fanciers, to promote competition
by sponsoring shows at monthly meet
ings and to promote sportsmanship and
good will among all pigeon Fanciers".

With these lofty goals it is easy to see
that the Club's members are very serious
about their hobby. The Tri-Cotmty Club
is not a racing club. There are a few
members who formerly raced pigeons but
,they now concentrate on breeding and
improving the more exotic birds. As for
myself, I concentrate on breeding all dif
ferent colors in Fantails.

Most breeders will specialize in only
one variety of pigeons. The average
breeder keeps about 50 to 75 birds and
strives to get the best bird he can by
selective breeding and elimination. I be
Heve that if a breeder gets one outstand
ing bird from a breeding season, he has
had a successful year and has done very
well.

The price of a good pair of pigeons,
those of show quality, is usually some
where between $25 and $50. However,
some pigeons have been sold for hundreds
of dollars each.

It is surpnsmg how one excellent pi
geon, either racing or show, can make a
successful seasOn for its owner. This year
I was extremely fortunate to get a Fan
tail of that caliber. Frank Fischler, a
nearby fancier, on one of his visits to
my loft, saw "Tamarac" as a squeaker
on the floor of the loft and commented,
"That's a good one, keep an eye on
him". The following show record of "Ta
marac" seems to confinn Frank's early
diagnoses:

Ocaober 1976, Eastern Fantail Show
at Reading, Pa., Champion Black of 15
Blacks.

October 1976, Northeastern Fantail
Show at Concord, Mass., Champion Black
and Reserve Champion Fantail of 75
Fantails.

December 1976, Northeastern FantaiJ
Show at Worcester, Mass., Champion
Black and Reserve Champion Fantail
of 196 Fantails.

January 1977, Eastern Fantail Show
at Lebanon, Pa., Champion Black and
Reserve Champion Fantail of 240 Fan
tails.

February 1977, Eastern Fantail Show
at Keansburg, N.J., Champion Black and

"Tacarao" - The Storf of aOhampion Black

I am a member of the Eastern Fantail
Club, the Northeastern Fantail Club, the
Mid-Ame11ican Fantail Club, the Central
Fantail Club, the Grea.t Lakes Fantail
Club, the National Saddle Fantail Club,
and the Indian Fantail Club. I raise all
colors in Fantails with my basic breeding
stock coming from Don Buhr of Cresco,
Iowa.

Most people look upon pigeons as some
what of a nulsance. More than likely their
only experience with pigeons was with the
bam pigeon, a bird that always seems to
be in the wrong place at the wrong time.
It may come as a surprise to many of
them that there are some people who
actually raise and breed pigeons but these
are not likely to be seen perching on your
favorite statue.

There are pigeoos with exotic names
such as Fantail, Capuchine, Kormornor
Tumbler, Roller, Racing Homer, Shaker
Neck, Modena, Nun, Starling, Lark, Frill
back, Blondinette, Archangel, Tippler,
Moorehead and Ice Pigeon. A local group
which is famillar with these names is the
Tri-County All-Breeds Pigeon Club em
bracing the Pennsylvania Counties of
Bucks, Lehigh and Montgomery. The
Club meets the seoond Tuesday of each
month in the Milford Square Fire Com
pany of Milford Square, Pa. A Club meet
ing can be quite an experience, with 25
members sometimes bringing a pigeon
or two. There is usually a Club competi
tion for show birds, which is judged about
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By D. J. MALAN, Krugersdorp, South Africa

Number 12151 - ATrue Champion

Fred Arnold Died April, 13
Bv FRANK H. FRISCH, Pawtucket. R.1.
Fred Arnold, 82, of Cranston, R.I. died

April 13 after a lengthy illness. He was
born in Cranston on :Jec. 29, 1894, and
lived all his life there. He served 14
years as a Councilman, and 16 years as
a Representative in the State House.

Mayor Taft of Cranston, ordered the
flag at City Hall lowered to half-staff the
day of Fred's death. He also served as
chairman of the Republican City Com
mittee for more than 30 years.

He was a life member of the American
Pigeon Club, and a life member of the
Little Rhody Pigeon Club Fanciers Ass'n.
For lllilI1y years he exhibited and bred
the Muff Tumbler. Fred had a quality
that made people respect him. He will be
missed by his friends in the Fancy. The
members of the Little Rhody would like
to express their deepest sympathy to his
wife and family.

he I~ecame :l full Champion of the South
African Fanwil Club.

This year h~ was again judged best Fan
at the Klerk ~Jorp Show for the fourth
year in a row! But this W:1S not the end
of the story. 'af the third year he was
Grand Champ:9n. I really think this is a
record that cannot be surpassed in any
other country. Number 12151 will be exhi
bited in at least two more &10WS this year
and is bound to improve on this already
enviable record, five times best Fan in
six shows!

I mentioned earlier ,that he became a
full Champion last year and feel that I
should explain to overseas breeders just
how our birds can become a Champion.
Here in South Africa a Fal!1 doesn't be
come a Champion by merely winning best
Fan at one show as is the case in Ameri
ca. About eight years ago, we started a
system in the Fantall Club that is very
similar to the one being used in the
United l(jngdom.

At the thirteen area sf'ows and the
South African Championship Show, which
is held annually, the judges nominate
the best bird in every cc-lour class for a
championship certificate, providing that
he thinks the bird's quality is up to cham
pionship standards. If a bird receives
three such nominations, under three dif
ferent judges, over a period of at least
two years, it becomes a champion. At
least one of these nominations must be
awarded at the National Show.

This system has proven to be a very
workable one because, up to the present
time, only eleven F:lr.s have achieved
champion status and all of them are true
champions, the cream of South African
Fans over the last eight years. Our cham
pions to date are: the white cock from
Ben Swart, a black hen from Coen Butler,
a blue cock from David Malan, a blue hen
from Francois Pienaar, a silver cock
from Sam Greenman, a red hen from
Francois Pienaar, a yellow hen from the
late Faan van der Linde, a splash cock
from David Malan, a red saddle hen from
the late Faan van der Linde and a white
lace cock from Ben Swart.

the time. He won the best Fantail award
easily and after the judging I told Ben
that I shared his conviction, that this bird
would not be beaten in many years to
come. Ben didn't show him again this
year.

The next year number 12151 was again
exhibited at the Klerksdorp show. Peter
Vertue was the judge and again 12151
walked away with the Fantail laurels
easily. To put the cream on the pudding,
he was also judged the Grand Champion,
all breeds.

Bpn then took him to Bloemfontein
for his first try at the South African
Chrnpion3hip Show. Just before the
sh< '., disaster struck, he damaged his tail
on .;~e one side. At this show a South Afri
can : ecord of more than 450 Fantails was
est,,')lished and competition was keen.
But \~ven with his damaged tail number
12151 ~till managed to come in second,
the first and only time he was beaten.

Last year, Ben entered him again at
the Klerksdurp show and he repeated
this perforJ:.:lnce of the previous year,
Best Fantail and Champion of the Show.
After tht>t, Ben took him to Johannesburg
for his second try to keep up his reputa
tion in the best of competition. Michael
Hughes-Hall did the judging and this time
number 12151 didn't let his owner down.
In the judging coop he acted as though
his life depended 00 it and it came as
no surprise when he got the nod from
Michael for best Fan. With this award

Champion Fantail From South Africa
Champion White Fantail Cock, Band No. 12151. bred and exhibited by Ben Swart of

Potcefstroo. South Africa. This bird was the best Fantail at 5 of 6 shows in which it was
exhibitEd to date and Is considered to be one of the best Fantails ever exhibited in
South Africa. - Photo from D. J. Malan, Krugersdorp. South Africa.

In any country Vv:,ere Fantails are bred,
a few really outst~nding birds are exhi
bited over the years. These, breeders re
call with fondness in later years. At any
discussion, at a show after the judging is
completed, the names of famous breeders
and their Fantails of bygone years usually
are :recalled, do you remember that black
cocks of Malan's, or that white hen of
Pienaar's? They were the best Fans
I have ever seen, is usually the line of
discussion.

Then there were some birds that be
came a legend before their show car~rs

were over. Such a bird is number 12151,
the Champion white cock of Ben Swart of
Potchefstroom. This four year old cock
has already built up a reputation that is
unsurpassed by any other pigeon in South
Africa.

Number 12151 was bred in 1973. I can
still recall that Ben phoned me after the
breeding season and told me he was sure
that he had bred a champion. He was
still a relative newcome:r then, so you
could realize the thrill it gave him to
breed such a bird.

My first encounter with 12151 was at
the Western Transvaal Area show at
Klerksdorp the following year. This was
his first outing as a young bird. I was
the Fan judge at that show and when

'the young white cocks were brought be
fore me, this bird immediately caught
my eye, a small round body, perfect tail
with a lot of top-tail and perfonning all
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Prize Winning Fantails From South Africa
First bird, AOC Old hen, Band No. 9633. Best Fantail at the Transvaal Area Show in 1975. Only beaten to date by a foft mate

at thr~e ot~er shows. Note tremendous body. Second bird, White Old hen. Band No. 1070•. 1st Young hen at the South African
ChampIonshIp Show In Johannesburg last year. 2nd Old hen at the Rand Shew In Johannesburlj this year. Third bird, Best Old cock.
Band ~o. 7516. 1st ~n~ Best Blue and Best Barred FantaIl at the Transvaal Area "how in 1975. 1st Young cock at the Championship
Show In Bloemfontein In 1975. 1st Pretoria and 1st at the Champion ship Show at Johannesburg last year. - All birds bred and owned
by D. J. Malan. Krugersdorp, South Africa.

The Tail of aFantail- ABreeder's Biggest Headache
By D. J. MALAN, Krugersdorp, South Africa

."A Fantail without a tail is not a Fan- own tails at a disadvantage, especially
!all". This remark made by a certain if his birds are not used to lacing at all.
Ju.dge a~ a show :vas at that time greeted When I am judging Fans r usually do
With nuxed feelIngs by me, mainly be- the unlaced tails of any birds that show
cause ~e was only looking for tail size promise but I have found, on many occa
m makmg his awards. The "fad" judge sions, that they refuse to act wi·th their
who has eyes for only one specific point laced tails because they are not used
overlooks the overall balance which to doing so.
makes a Fantail such a beautiful crea- This is one of the reasons why I start
ture. as soon as possible to lace my youngsters
B~t on second thought, I realized that tails. Not only does the bird then get

the Judge probably had a point but he was used to his laced tail but it is also easier
not looking at it in the r·ight perspective. to do their tails later because the feath-
The Fantail's tail is the main charaoteris- ers, somehow get used to it and will stay
tic which distinguishes it from other in position more readily.
breeds, its name is also derived from it. Opinions differ as to whether the tail

r have witnessed a lot of would-be of a youngster should be cut when they
champions being pegged down because leave the nest. Some breeders never cut
t~~ir tails were not in proper show con- the tail but fix it with cellotape, mask
dltlon. Because of its shape and size this ing tape, cotton wool or by other means
tail therefore gives the breeder his most if the head is pushed through the centre
sleepless nights, worrying about how to or the shoeing feathers are caught by the
keep it in top shape for the show bench. flights. Others only cut the tail of the
Not only the beginner, but also the old problem young ones, while some cut
hand should always keep a wa.tchful eye the tails of all their young birds.
or he will pay the penalty at the shows. I'm rather a member of the last

There are many "tricks of the trade" school, both from personal experience and
in grooming the tail and the purpose of the coaching of my father, the Rev. An
this article is to give my own observa- dre Malan, who had 40 years experience
tions on this subject as well as those I in breeding Fans. I have tried out all
have observed in other lofts. three methods and have f{)und the cuttincr

The actual show prepartion of the tail of all the tails, without doubt, the besE
begins when the youngsters are still in especially in this modern life of ours
the nest. As soon as the feathers are suf- where time is a novelty and one is forced
fic.iently grown out, I start lacing the to look for the least time consuming
tall. There are many ways of dDing this methods.
but I have found the method which was Apart from this, r am of the opinion
explained comprehensively by Rod that this enables the young Fan to hand
Hatcher, in the previous Fantail Special, Ie its tail better when it is fully grown.
to be the easiest and most suitable for This I have observed specifically in my
me. This is an art that every serious larger tailed brids. When they are young
breeder of Fantails must master if he it seems as if their tail is too heavy
wishes to do well on the show bench. for them and they either drop it or carry

I have found that one's birds get used it over their heads with the resulting
to his method of lacing. If it is done weak centres. I am of the opinion that
differently, the bird usually becomes lID- a heavy tail weakens the rump muscles
comfortable in the judging coop and will and will affect the tail carriage later on.
not show to best advantage. This usually I know there will be a lot of breeders
puts the exhibitor who cannot lace his who will disagree with me on this but
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since I have started cutting all my young
birds tails, I have eliminated the drop
ping of tails in my stud and my birds
are more natural actors!

The pulling of tail feathers during the
moult is also a subject of different view
points. Here again there are three schools
of thought. Some are of the opinion that
the tail must be lefot to moult out natur
ally, others ooly pull out the side feath
ers and leave the centre feathers to aid
the growing feathers while the third
group pulls out all the feathers at once.

Here again I have tried all three
methods and again am of the opinion
that the last is in most cases the best.
From personal experience, the main
problem with the second method is that
usually, after the side feathers are fully
grown and the cootre feathers begin to
moult, gaps will form in which the flights
get caught and head push through. It is
also difficult to remedy this with the aid
of cellotape because the feathers are in
different stages of growth and blood
feathers may get damaged when fastened
to fully grown ones.

Another problem that I have encounter
ed by using this method is that tails take
a much longer time to moult and the
birds are not usually ready for the early
shows.

If all the youngsters are in the same
stage of growth, one can start at an early
stage to prevent shew feathers from
forming, especially in the shoeing feath
ers where a constant problem is experi
enced. At any show, one can see what
a problem this is. A high percentage of
the exhibits usually have some skew
feathers, usually the third or fourth shoe
ing feather. Some say that this is an in
herited fault but my experience is that
this is mainly due to flight-catching while
the feather is still in the blood stage.

During the past few years another prob
lem has been experienced by most Fan
tail breeders in South Afl'ica, namely
that the tail feathers fail to break out of
their sheaths during the moult. In the
really bad cases, the feather is grown out
to its full length before it sheds its sheath,
resulting in a soft br·ittle feather, some-
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Prize Winning Fantails From South Africa
First bird White Young Cock. Band No. 10545, Best Fantail and Reserve Champion,

all breeds at the Rand Show in Johannesburg this year. Second bird, White Old Cock,
Band No. 10761, 4th young cock at the Cham p!onship Sho.w in Johann~sburg last year
when still very young. Has improved a lot Since and will do well thIS year. - Both
birds bred and owned by D. J. Malan, Kru gersdorp, South Africa.

Judging aPigeon Judge
By BUD HAGAN, Louisville, Ky.

Since I have been in the Pigeon Fancy pick up one amd would be on the money.
I have tried to study a'll of our problems. He has asked for help so many times
We are growing so fast, sometimes it and been turned down that he just keeps
seems that we have mure than our share his mouth closed. He has seen the politi
of trouble. This is a wrong conception, it can try to get a fellow in that will pick
is just growing pains. his type of birds even though he knows

For years, we operated a back yard it is not up to the Standard. He knows
hobby. There were very few real good the younger fancier should be leaming to
birds and less good fanciers. We didn't judge but will not get the chance because
have to worry too much about who judged of the cry babies. He knows there are
or what the Standards really meant. We some that could but won't as they
knew that Old Joe had been in birds for wouldn't take bad mouthing, rear seat
40 years. He really know what he was judging, open insults, and sometimes an
doing so naturally he had the best birds invitation to just step outside.
in the show. He knows that it is impossible to pick

As with all things, time changes every- every bird champion. He knows that it
thing. People had more money, time and is costing him more and more money to
a quest for knowledge. Soon Old Joe had travel to the shows. He knows that a
some competition. At every show, there large percentage of the fanciers are using
were more and more good birds. We had as Standards, a bunch of words drawn
gone from the back yard show to an 800 from a bunch of opinioos, to pick him to
bird show. Still it grew until all of a sud- death. He knows there is no way to draw
den it is possible to have a 900 Fantail a perfect Standard to suit everybody. He
Show. Now at any given show at least knows that if it were possible that any
half the birds should not be in the show, one that could read could judge. He
not even in the sales pen. This is where knows in his 40 years of breeding and
the troubles began. Now time had given judging that he has never seen a perfect
Old Joe a "pigeon judge e'ar". This is an Fantail. He knows that if more of the
ear that either doesn't hear alJ the crying fanciers would judge it would make a
or just doesn't care as he has learned better man, a better breeder and maybe
one thing in 40 years, a good bird is hard he might even end up a fine fellow. He
to beat. He also knows the club's cry !<mows that all those spectators chairs
babies and has listened to them so long should be thrown away and all these good
that he just tums that old ear that is fellows should come around on the right
going bad right on them. side and carry a few birds, just to know

The things that worries him are tre- how they feel. Just think how the carrier
mendous. He knows that the top 10 birds would feel that had the honor to carry the
in the cage are from the top 10 breeders Champion back to his cage. At least he
in the Fancy. At almost any given bigger would know what a champion feels like.
show, he could close his eyes and just He knows tha,t if all these good folks are

Fantails Tops In ,Beauty and Grace
By AL and MARY PETERS,

Sheet Harbour. N.S .• Canada

We have been breeding Fantails for
about th,ree years and think they are tops
in beauty and grace. We would like to
give a special. tribute to Ron Rogerson
and Matt Downs for getting us started in
Fantails. Between the two, they have
passed on a great deal of valued infor
mation and have really helped us in this
great hobby.

At the present, we are breeding from
13 pairs of Fans. Along with our stock
from Ron and Matt, who have obtained
stock from top quality breeders in the
Un1ted States, we have a,]so brought in
some lovely reds and yellows from Brian
Pogue.

We feel that the quality of birds in this
part of the country has improved greatly
over the past few years and hope they
continue to do so. We would like to see
more fanciers, especia1Jy from this area,
become members of the Canadian Fantail
Association, as the Fantail, without a
doubt, is an outstanding bird.

busy helping there would be less time
for rear seat judging.

He knows that there are a lot of fan
ciers that could pick the Champion but
have a ha<rd time putting them together
in the loft. He knows '!hat there are the
certain few that can breed a champion
in a very short time, yet are not allowed
to judge because they haven't been in the
Fancy long enough. He knows that if a
fellow can raise a champion, he can pick
a champion and wonders why they won't
let him at least help the 'Old Man'. He
knows that time is running out and he
hopes the club allows the young lion to
walk beside him so that he can pass on
his 40 years of experience before it is too
late. He is proud of what he has learned
in his 40 years and feels it would be a
great honor to pass it on. What greater
honor than to be setting up in Heaven and
hear, "I know it is the Champion because
'Old Joe' taught me what a Champion is."

have not had the opportunity of trying
this out.

I would really like to know whether
overseas breeders are also experiencing
this constant problem and what steps
should be taken to overcome it.

times stained badly.
The older breeders say that they have

never observed this problem until about
eight or ten years ago. Since then, this
has been a muctJ discussed matter and I
have done a lot of reading CC1 this sub
ject. This is mentioned by some over
seas breeders but apparently it is not
such a problem there as it is in South
Africa.

In one of the books of the British Fan
tail Club, the author is of the opinion that
this is due to excessively damp weather.
According to him, in damp weather the
sheaths do not dry out quickly enough.
He recommended that it should be aided
by breaking it with the thumb nail or a
sharp instnunent like a needle. Some
times this helps but in many cases I have
found that this is not possible because
the sheath is too wet and cannot be
broken.

This, to my mind, is perhaps the best
explanation to this problem because here,
in South Africa, we have experienced
some very wet summers, especially dur
ing the moulting time. The other day a
fancier told me that this problem could
be remedied by giving the birds a bath
every day during the moult. I usually
give my birds a bath once a week so I
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'975 Grand Champion Fantail
White Fantail Hen, Band No. MN 39·75, "Joy". Grand Champion Fantail at North

eastern Fantail Club Annual Meet, Dec. 1975. - Bred and owned by Raymond H. Ostran·
der, Sandwich. Mass.

Establishing AStrain of Fantails
By RAYMOND H. OSTRANDER, Sandwich, Mass.

If a fancier wishes to establish a strain ives. To develop a strain means, for the
in a specific color of Fantails he must be purposes of this article, the breeding of
prepared to accept the probability that a group of Fantails which are all de
he is entering into a long-range, chal- scended from common ancestors and re
lenging venture. He should start with two liMed closely enough to possess similari
or three pairs of high quality birds from ties in their genetic faotors.
a reputable, well established breeder. It was my personal good fortune to
With such a foundation he possesses the have been brought up in an agricultural
basic ingredients for developing a stud environment with a focus on animal hus
of Fantails with steadily improving qual- bandry. Early I learned that the farmers
ity. of the English Channel Islands of Guern-

The choice of a strategy for accom- sey and Jersey brought the cattle of the
plishing his goal is an essential. Over the breeds bearing those names to a high
years the pigeon literature has included state of perfection by inbreeding. Other
many articles by successful fanciers on breeds of livestock have also been im
this subj<:ct. The major strategies de- proved by inbreeding. L. M. Winters of
scribed are out-breeding, inbreeding and the University of Minnesota wrote in the
line breeding. By otitbreeding we mean Shorthorn World back in 1937 that a study
the mating together of individuals that of the history of the breeds revealed that
are relatively unrelated. Inbreeding is the livestock breeders who left a favor
the mating of individuals that are closely able impression upon their breeds utilized
related to each other. Line breeding has inbreeding.
been variously defined. Some authorities Now back to the pigeon literature.
restrict the term to the breeding of an H. S. C. Dean, then treasurer of the Eng
ancestor to a descendant. Other writers lish Fantail Club, wrote in Pig("~ns, the
ccosider the mating of brothers and sis- English publication, for August 2, 1935,
ters or of cousins for several succeeding as quoted in the Central Fantaii Club
generations to be line breeding. Since Bulletin for September 1935, as follows:
line breeding, by any of the usual defi- "The only way to find a strain is by
nitioos, involves mating together indivi- inbreeding, and it can be carried out in
duals which are closely related we may definitely, provided no weak or unhealthy
categorize line breeding as a special case specimens are retained for breeding pur
of inbreeding. poses. Inbreeding alooe will take one

In selecting a strategy the fancier nowhere without careful selection."
should consider the nature of his object- Dean's mention of the need for careful
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selection brings up a vital point. One of
the most important elements in a fan
cier's quest for establishing a high qual
ity strain is a continuingly increasing
knowledge, on hs part, of what constltu
tes the ideal Fantail. This knowledge' is
the sine qu:J. non needed for the annual
selection of his breeding stock. It should
be noted, however, bh:1t, while what hap
pens in the showroom is important, one
£hould not be guided solely by what a
single judge decided on a given day.
F,ntails, like jumping horses, must per
fo;m when they are in front of a judge.
The Fan'tail Standard allows 25 points for
carriage and motion. If a Fantail does
not .'show" before the judge it will not
win. A word of caution, however. If an
otherwise superior bird fails to "show"
on several different occasions under dif
ferent judges it may be that it should be
eliminated from the breeding program
as soon as a more consistent performer
is available to take its place.

If a fancier has decided to use inbreed
ing as his basic strategy and has learned
a great deal about what the ideal Fan
tail will look like, if ever attained, he
must decide upon a plan for the imple
mentation of his long-range breeding pro
gram. There are various possibmties.
Some fanciers follow a carefully executed
plan of line breeding involving mating
offspring to parents and their offspring
to the grandparents. Then a young cock
carrying % of the blood of the original
hen is mated to a young hen carrying
% of the blood of the original cock.
Close breeding in various ways may be
utilized thereafter. I must confess that
my loft space has been too limited for me
to keep sufficient numbers of birds to
permit my trying this approach.

William Bardell, one of the most suc
cessful British Fantail fanciers of all
time, reported that in starting a family
he selected two good cocks and two good
hens. He paired the young from these two
pairs together. Then he chose young from
these matings to breed to the grand·
parents. He has stated ,that he could
keep a family of Fantails going like this

1971 GRAND CHAMPION FANTAIL

White Fantail Hen MN 620·71. "Wee
Wendy" photographed at 5'/2 years of age.
Grand Champion Fantail at Northeastern
Fantail Club Annual Meet Dec. 1971. First
prize Old White Hen Northeastern Fantail
Club Annual Meets held Dec~ 1974 and Dec.
1975. - Bred and owned by Raymond H.
Ostrander, Sandwich, Mass.

American Pigeon Journal



Handling Your Strain of Fantails
By DENNIS SOARES, Chino, Calif.

1974 Grand Champion Fantail

slower development is marked with un
usually high quality round bodies and
strong flat tails if given a little time.
After a few seasons of working a tight
family of birds the appropriate time for
culling will come to the fancier as sec
ond nature.

In working with Fantails from year to
year, I find that only about 10% will
"make the grade" as far as birds usable
for my own breeding or stock thart I
would pass on to another serious fancier.
The long term goals for the fancier
should be very high as to perceive
achievement in a couple of seasons would
be almost impossible. I believe I have in
blacks a couple of birds that excel in
quality or come close to the standard of
perfection and to make every bird in the
loft that good is my challenge.

Showing Fantails for me has been dis
playing my efforts in an act of friend
ship in comparison to others. Rewards in
Fantails this way are tremendous be
cause it just doesn't lie in the hardware
used for awards. Although there is
enough of it to support evidence of
achievements.

To the novice or anyone in considera
tion of Fantails. Buy birds in good faith
from a reputable breeder. Learn from
these birds, their Standard and veteran
fanciers. Apply care, handling and train
ing and you are on your way. Believe
me, if you enjoy rewards for efforts,
therapy beyond the attainment of wealth.
showing Fantails will provide you with
Good luck and happy Fantails to you.

White Fantail Hen. Band No. MN 920·74."Little Susie". Grand Champion Fantail at
Northeastern Fantail Club Annual Meet, Dec. 19i4. - Bred and owned by Raymond H.
Ostrander, Sandwich, Mass.

manding attributes to the judge. A better
than average bird on the other hand can
go aU the way if this care in handling is
assured. If lacing, training and handling
,is not discussed in detail in this issue, I
recommend Rod Hatchers' Fantail hand
book to the beginner of anyone needing
an approach in preparation. Good points
can also be learned from some of the
veteran Fantail fanciers at the showroom
or in their lofts.

In the loft I like to handle youngsters
and I always like to have walking boards
for the Fantails in their developing
mooths to get them adjusted to walking
-in front of someone and to show me just
how round those bodies are. For some
Fantails this is a culling stage. However,
reiterating to my earlier statements on
strains, I have young blacks that if they
were white would be culled, but their

while a stock bird of lesser quality is
retained.

In summary, inbreeding, accompanied
by rigid selection of breeding stock to
be retained, can be a highly rewarding
strategy for establishing a strain of high
quality Fantails. Of course, there are
risks. There may be disappointments,
but 011 balance the compensatioo in the
form of an improving stud of Fantails
can make the required time, patience,
tenacity, and endurance weIl worth while.

Breeding Fantails in whites and blacks
has been an utterly charming experi
ence. The blacks seem to be a bigger
challenge as the apparent strain of whites
I have seem to hatch "ready to show"
while the blacks seem to take somewhat
longer to display their prowess as a
sparkling show bird.

In recognizing your lofts best show
queens, I believe the Fantail fancier
should master the art of judging them.
In fact, Fantail people I believe, have to
be more learned fanciers in their breed
than most other fanciers as the separa
tion of birds in our large show classes
is usually a result of preparation and
coop training of the precious few show
Birds available at exhibition time. A
champion can look like the run of the
mill if not properly handled, prepared
and set down to display its most com-

for 15 or 20 years without an outcross.
There are other variations of inbreed

ing. As several observers have report
ed, half brothers and sisters m3ted to
gether-- have produced some of the best
specimens.

Regardless of the plan being followed
inbreeding has at lca~t these major P8S
sible effe8ts. First, qualities of the an
cestors tend to become fixed in the
strain. This means bot.'1 desirable and
undesirable qualities. Thus carefUl selec
tion and culling are essential. Second,
stamina and pal'ticularly fert;lity may be
adversely affected, requiring the discard
ing of all birds weak in these respects.
Third, size tends to be reduced. He:'e
we have a real plus for Fantail breeding
since our Standard calls for small pi
beans.

Inbreeding has been the key to my own
breeding of white Fantails. In recent
years I have bred only from birds which
I have raised. In fact I have not had an
outcross for 16 years. Several times I
have met with reverses because of allow
ing the wrong birds to leave my loft.
I have even been tempted to bring in
outside blood but each time I have been
happy that I resisted the temptation. My
matings for 1977 include the white hen,
"Wee Wendy", MN 620-'71, the matri
arch of my present stud. "Wendy" won
the grand championship at the 1971 an
nual meet of the Northeastern Fantail
Club and first prizes in 1974 and 1975
at this club's annual meets. I did not
exhibit her in 1972 and 1973. All of the
other birds in my loft are descendents of
this hen.

I want to emphasize that a fancier
pursuing an inbreeding program should
be extremely careful in selecting the
birds to retain. He must choose for vigor
and overall, balanced excellence. But also
he should make certain that he keeps
at least one bird that is especially good
in each of the various desirable Fantail
properties. Sometimes this may mean
that a prize winner can safely be sold
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By CECILY PRETORIUS, Johannesburg, South Africa

Our Hobby - Breeding Fantails

Judging of Fantails in tile Republic of South Africa

cian Swallows) decidoo to rail our birds
and go down by train ourselves as the
petrol shortage was already being felt
here and our speed limit on the open
roads had been curtailed to 80 kilometres
per hour. What a lovely sociable trip Sam
and Roslyn Greenman, Francois Pienaar,
Coen Butler and I had, where the main
topic of conversation was, of course,
Fantails. Mrs. Greenman being so con
cerned about her Fantails in the baggage
carriage that she rushed up and down
practicaUy the length of a very long train
several times a day for the 2% days of
our journey to make sure that the birds
were watered and fed.

At this show the best Fantail that I
brought forward was a beautiful jet black
yearling with perfect iridescence on
feather owned by Coen Butler. This
youngster had perfect balance, excellent
leg setting and length of leg in balance
with a beautiful small, round body, top
tail correct, good in feather quality. The
final judging was only done on the sec
ond day of the show, and even after two
days this little hen still held her beautiful
stance and action. She went on to be
selected as best bird yearling in Show.
I just wish to mention that over 3000
birds were benched at this show.

At the 1975 National Championship
Show, again held at Bloemfontein, the
Rev. Malan judged the White and Silver
Fantails and I did the blacks, blues and
AOC. Here the black youngster of 1974
was again placed first in her class, but
she had developed a very slight wealmess
in the ooe leg and as such a yearling
black cock, also owned by Coen Butler,
was placed first in the blacks, with a
beautiful silver owned by Francois Pie
naar being placed best Fantail and a
yearling AOC shown by David Malan
placed best yearling Fantail. At this show
there was a good blue, but here a white
rump spoiled an otherwise good bird.

I shall again be doing the major judg-

Well known Fantail breeder and judge
of South Africa. Read the accompanying
article. - Photo from Cecily Pretorlus.
Johannesburg. South Africa.

CECIL Y PRETORIUS

ringing in my ears, from sheer nerves
also stopped.

Let me start right off by saying that
the knowledge I obtained of Fantails was
from no other a person than David
Malan, son of the Maestro of Fantail
breeders in South Africa the Rev. Andre
Malan, by co-judging with him at our
Agricultural and Area Shows. Rev. Malan
has for several years now given up breed
ing Fantails but his son David has con
tinued with the expert guidance of his
father. I understand that the Rev. Malan
is again thinking of breeding Fantails.

At this 1973 Championship Show I was
most impressed with the quality of our
Fantails, and here a beautiful white own
ed by Francois Pienaar, was placed as
best Fantail in Show. It had a lovely
round body, beautiful tail and was well
balanced.

In 1974 we had our National Champion
ship Show at Cape Town with over 400
Fantail entries and here again I had to do
the major judging of approximately 350
birds. Distances being what they are in
South Africa, four Fantail breeders and
I (with my Frillbacks and Fairy and Sile-

The Fantail has become the leading ex
hibition pigeon in South Africa, with en
tries exceeding the Modena, which used
to be the leader.

To mention but a few of the many out
standing Fantail breeders in the Republic
of South Africa, I would like to mention
Francois Pienaar, Coen Butler, David
Malan, Sam and Roslyn Greenman, Ben
Swardt, J. S. Willies, Dirk Rossouw, A.
Badenhorst, Brian Raw, Jaap Smit, Ken
Rosevear, (who has improved the quality
of our Saddles by concentrating on this
variety). There are many more whom I
trust will forgive me for not naming
them.

I was first nominated by the Fantail
Club as major judge of Fantails at our
National Championship Show held at
Bloemfontein, Orange Free State in 1973.

I ar.rived at the Show Hall that morn
ing very nervous, as I had to judge birds
bred by our leading Fantail breeders who
had been in the Fancy for many years
and found that I had to judge well over
300 birds in one day. But Fantail breed
ers being such wonderful friendly people,
I was soon put at ease and the dreadful

By JERALD J. KITCHEN, Decatur, III.

One can have many different hobbies, have put 4" thick by 12" square foam
guns, coins, stamps, bowling and many rubber, that is cupped out to give a l'la-

other man made hobbies, but we all tural shaped nest. We hope this will keep
know who started our hobby and gave the eggs together instead of rolling
it to us for our care. around and out from under the parents.

Genesis 2: 21: "And God created great We also hope this will keep the young-
whales and every living creature that sters from gettring out from under the
moveth, which the waters brought forth parents until it is time. This also helps
abundantly after their kind, and everYone to start the breeding season a little
winged fowl after his kind; and God saw early by keeping the youngsters warmer
that it was good." due to the foam rubber acting as insula-

I would like everyone to read Genesis tien. It also can be used many times,
2.26 and find out how we got to come just wash with a garden hose.
about having our hobby, the fowl Fan- We are breeding with three pair of
tai'l. This tells me that our Fantail whites, two pair of tailmarks and a white
hobby is good. I also believe it takes a hen to a blue cock, experimenting here.
certadn kind of person to raise and care We are hoping to get a start of blacks
for Fantails. I sure thank God for the from Eugene Altpeter. We have had
pleasure he has given me through his blacks from Eugene and they were super
Fantails. birds, also they raised birds that I have

In the 15 years breeding Fantails, I've wcn with at many shows. I have never
met very few breeders by numbers but met Eugene, but have several letters
they all have been fine people. In being from him. He has to be a super fine
helpful these are the kind of people that man and I can highly recommend his
really love to help one and to give one selection of birds he ships. Thank you
good sound advice. Eugene for all the help you have been

I had to do without Fantails for the to me.
last four years and one does not know I would sure like to have all just stop
just what his Fantails mean to him until sometimes when in your loft and give
he has to leave them and I'm sure glad thanks to God for our hobby. If we would
to be back, I feel as though I can relax do this, it sure wouldn't surprise me if
now. our Fantails wouldn't take on a differentWe've just finished a new loft 12' x
16'. At one end there is twelve separate light. It sure is helping me.
breeding compartments 18" high 30" Like all correspondence and wiII an-
wide and 36" long. We are trying a new swer all letters. My address: 862 W.
nesting set-up. Inside the nest boxes we Olive, Decatur, Ill., 62526.
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By TIM KVIDERA, Anoka, Minn.

Olassical Almonds In Fantails

ing or this exquisite "Queen of Fancy"
this year at our National Championship
Show to be held in July at Bloemfontein,
but in 1976 when the Championship Show
was held here in Johannesburg, I had a
break from judging the Fantails, with
Michael Hughes-Hall officiating here,
and of all things I judged the Utility
Class, in my opinion jumping from judg
ing the daintiest to the biggest of all
Fancy pigeons on our South African
Show benches, viz. Runts, Gros and Swiss
Mondaines.

What am I looking for when judging our
Fantails? A small round bodied bird, a
perfect ball when viewed from all angles,
with shoulders and wing butts set well in
and covered wings coming away from
the front showing as little wing as pos
sible from the front view, and from the
side view such as to show the contour of
the body. The head snaky set centrally
tight on the tail cushion. A full circular
strong feathered tail, well supported by
a good spread of cushion feathers. The
legs must be wide, short (not too short),
and well forward, giving that distinctive
style on the forward toes when the bird
is in motion. A combination of well bal
anced points in all respects.

I really do not like a large bird, as
they mostly lack in roundness, being in
clined to lankiness, that is the width of
chest in proportion to length of body does
not balance favourably. I realize that the
correct width and corresponding length
is hard to achieve, but that perfect bird
with the full roundness between the top

The almond Fantail is and will remain
to be a frustrating challenge to any and
all ,that will attempt to master this color.
Tremendous strides have been made re
cently in improving the quality of Fan
tail involved, but the color is far from
idea. But let's face it, they have been
playing with almond short face Tumblers
the best part of two centuries Or better
and a good colored one is a rarity and
the ideal "impossible". I say "impossi
ble" since as most of you know the al
mond pigeon is in a constant change of
color. Each moult brings on a new pi
geon. Sure it is the same Fantail but its
color changes with each moult. It is rare
to find more than a few flights and tail
feathers ideal let alone all at any given
time.

I will not go into detail of -the ideal
markings but generally you should strive
for a yellow pigeon as evenly speckled
with black as possible with the flights
and tail feathers containing three colors,
the yellow ground, black and white. These
patches of yellow, black and white should
be as distinct as possible, not grizzled
amongst each other. For a more indepth
treatment of the color description I sug
gest David Low's article in the August
1973 APJ on page 464.

Genetically speaking the "classical"
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of the chest and the spring of the legs is
a joy to behold and seen here at every
show in at least a few good Fantails.

Strong emphasis is placed by me not
only on the front view with good top tail,
but on that perfect side view, where the
true balance shows. Viewed from any an
gle of course, the body should show no
angularity anywhere, but have the ap
pearance of roundness. Feathers should
be neat giving the bird a clean moulded
contour.

In my opinion some perfect Fantails
have already been spoiled by fanciers lac
ing the tails too tightly. The flat tail with
no concavity may look nice to some, but
it leaves the bird no room to sink the
head down to the cushion, with the result
that the head pushes the tail feathers
back at this point showing a dent in the
tail, which could have been avoided had
the lacing been slightly less tight and
thus showing that beautiful more or less
80 degree concave tail.

In conclusion it is with deep regret that
I wish to pay my respects to Faan van
der Linde, who died early last year. He
was one of our big breeders, a true fan
cier and gentleman in every sense of the
word. He was always willing to help
the beginner by letting them have some
of his best stock, and ever helpful with
the lacing of the tails and presenting the
birds in their best form for these begin
ners and also the birds of those Fantail
fanciers who could not attend the show
themselves to present their birds for
judging.

almond is a blue-black almond (heterozy
gous in cocks, hemizygous in hens) ho
mozygous for kite and T pattern checker
and heterozygous for recessive red and
grizzle. So to get the ideal we just have
to manufacture the above genotype and
wait for the chance variation of pheno
type to come along like we want it.

The vast majority of our almonds are
blue-black and unless some one produces
an almond cock heterozygous for ei·ther
ash red or brown which in turn produces
some crossover sperm we can assume an
almond to be a typical blue-black almood.
To this dominant sex-linked almond fac
tor we now have to start adding the ne
cessary modifiers to intensify and bring
out the desirable pattern. T-pattern
checker or black check is relatively easy
to add in and making liberal use of them
in the breeding program will enhance the
probability of mal<;ing your birds homozy
gous for this factor and eliminate the un
sightly bars showing through. There is
some feeling that the introduction of
spread (solid black) is also beneficial.

Next on the recipe is a dash of reces
sive red and grizzle both in the heterozy
gous form. The recessive red is thought
to help out the ground color whereas the
grizzle will give you the nice even break
of flecking throughout the bird. As yet

not many have used grizzle in their
breeding programs as can be seen by the
splotchiness of the black flecking of our
almonds in the shows. Many of our al
monds are heterozygous for recessive
red though. This came about through
the slightly er·roneous notion ·that mating
an <l!lmond to a yellow would produce
the desired yellow ground. It did help
but not because yellow was used per
se but because yellow is the dilute form
of recessive red. Using yellow added
the problem of dilution which is not ter
rible as it too is a sex-linked trait. But
here again we encounter the cross over
problem in heterozygous cocks. Hatcher
appears to have a result of this in his
nice old hen that probably is a dilute al
mond. That is the ground color is light
ened and flecking is silver-dun rather
that black.

Another phenomenon you will encoun
ter while using reds on your almonds is
what is called DeRoy. DeRoy is a ho
mozygous recessive red carrying almond.
The almond "washes out" the red to a
bird similar to a yellow or somewhere
inbetween depending on various modifi
ers. These DeRoys can be of great value
if correctly used in your breeding pro
gram. When mated onto anything other
'than something with recessive red, half
their youngsters will be almonds.

You may have noticed I have not men
tioned anything about the very first in
gredient in the classical formula, kite.
Here we tread on pretty thin ice. No
one knows what kite is, if indeed it is
anything in and of itself at alL There
are some breeders that have gone out
to bring kite into the Fantail gene pool
believing it necessary and not retained
on the initial assimilation of almond.
Here the jury is still out and answers
may be forthcoming in the next few
years. Kite is assumed to be a form of
bronze which mayor may not be inter
changable with other bronze types. There
is some doubt cast on kite's absence
and/or necessity by Ray LeFleur's al
mond cock. The bird although maybe a
little too mahagony in ground and not
broken by grizzle is better colored than
many almond short face Tumblers I have

Some practical knowledge ought to be
stated more clearly. The almond factor
is located on the sex chromosome and
that pigeon cocks have two active chro
mosomes while hens only have one. Due
to ·this any almond raised from an al
mond hen paired to a non-almond cock
has to be a cock. If you want to raise
almonds in both sexes you have to do it
from almond cocks.

I am sure that many of you may not
have understood all of the above gobble
dygook, but please take the time to
slowly read over Levi's The Pigeon sec
tion on genetics or better yet Joe Quinn's
Pigeon Breeder's Notebook An Introduc
tion to Genetics. An understanding of
basic genetics is helpful in aU breeding
and if you get bi,tten by the genetics bug
a whole new horizon of pigeon breeding
awaits you out in the loft.
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By LEON STEPHENS, EI f{ .)nte, Calif.

By GARY GREEN, Westmlnister, Colo.

Bodymarks - Beautiful and Challenging
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CHAMPION BLUE FAN'TAIL

Champion Blue Fantail young hen, Band
No. 648 at the Central Fantail Club Meet,
Lincoln, 'Neb., Jan. 1977. - Bred and ex·
hibited by Gordon Larson. EI Paso, Texas.

patterns. Others, in the T-pattern are a
lighter silvery shade. quite similar to the
powder blues. The future color projects
will be to produce a good recessive red
bodymark, from which I may also pro
duce yellows.

By introducing some good blacks into
the bodymark strain, I have been able
to up grade the type considerably. This
mating gives you some all black young,
and some with a few whi·te tail feathers. A
black out of ooe such mating was best
Fantail, and Champion Fancy of the show
at Hutchinson. Kan. during the Kansas
State Pigeon Ass'n winter show.

As far as the markings. the most com
mon problems are: 1. White flecking in
the head or neck. 2. Colored tail feathers.
3. White flights. and white wing butts.

These markings, or a combination of
them generally show up on about 70% of
the squabs each year. The trick is to raise
enough of them to put the odds in your
favor. This year, I have had poor produc
tion. due to moving from Arkansas to
Colorado, getting the birds settled. and
haVing to keep them at another breeders
house. The birds receive excellent care
'there, but Fantailsreailly require a con
stant watch for maximum production. In
-fertile egg producers must be clipped,
squabs sometimes need help from the
eggs, eggs must be checked as soon as
possible for fertility. all important as
pects of having a good season. Soon, my
other breeds will have produced enough,
and I will begin to foster out the Fantail
eggs heavily so that I may produce the
40 young that I set my goal at this year.

If you are interested in bodymarks, and
the advancement of them into a popular
color class, write me, Gary Green, 8029
King. Westminster, Colo., 80030.

are many factors yet to be intrcduced. If,
on the other hand, the breeder is reluct
ant to cross breeds then he might well
put together and develop a new or seldom
seen color from existing colors or pat
terns. The only limiting factor is your
imagination.

Many fanciers like to specialize and
breed only long established colors. This
is their choice and if they enjoy this. fine.
One should not, however, criticize the
work done by someone who is wiNing to
spend his time and money on developing
something he feels is also beautiful. After
all, he is the one who is paying the feed
bill.

r have heard many breeders say "why
are you wasting your time on these new
colors? I'm still trying to raise good ones
in the standard colors." Well. I like to.
The breeders that I know who are doing
color work on Fantails also like to do it.
You must remember that in order to raise
a reaNy good Fantail in a new color you
must have some good foundation stock
to use for your crosses. Therefore, you
must raise some good standard colors in
order to fully develop your new color.

It does not take several pens to raise
these new colors. In some cases several
pairs are better, however, with most
colors one or two birds propel"ly mated
will do just fine.

lf you feel the urge to try it you may
enjoy it. You may fail, you may succeed.
You may not 'like it. But we can still en
joy Fant:<cils and Fantail talk together at
the shows.

year these birds and their young really
started the ball roUing: I also used feed
ers and had more young than I had room
for, so I offered a few for sale in the
APJ. and the response was tremendous.
I received letters from all across the coun
try asking for birds. I was really happy
to see that other breeders were taking up
bodymarks, and I look forward to some
competition in these classes. I would like
to hear from anyone raising bodymarks,
and I will be glad to share notes on them.

Since I first began with the original
black body-white tailed birds, I was for
tunate enough to raise blue bodymarks
out of these in both check and bar pat
terns. Last year I also raised a silver
check bodymark hen, but lost her due to
a broken leg this year. At present. I do
have a silver check in the nest. and will
use this birds to produce a strain of silver
bodymarks. In other colors. I have been
working on reduced black bodymarks for
three years. and I also have the beautiful
lavender colorations caused by introducing
dominant opal to black. These birds have
a clark lavender body. with white wing
bars and white tail feathers in the bar

I am asked this question time and time
ngain at FantJiI shows and when visitors
come to my loft. I know several Fantail
fanoiers are asked this very same ques
tion. This quc3tion is not reserved for the
novice but the long-time fanciers also.

There is an increasing interest in the
color genetics of Fantails and pigeons
in general. Many prominent Fantail
breeders are working on some of the new
color combina~ions, that is, new to the
Fantail Fancy. Some of the newer colors
include andalusian, almond, reduced,
grizzle, mealy, cream, brown. dominant
opal, ice factor, etc.

Many of these new color combinations
came from other breeds. howe\'er. many
interesting and beautiful combinations
can be and are being develo;:ed from
existing colors such as spread milky,
milky almond, spread ash red, spread
ash-red milky, powder blue and silver
checks, powder blue and silver grizzle.
mealy and cream grizzle. various bronze
colors with their corresponding dilutes,
pinks made from recessive red (red Fan
tails) and pure milky (powder blue Fan
tail), red, yellow. black and dun mot
tles. This list is far from complete as
it does not include various markings or
other factors.

It is not the purpose of this article to
go into the genetics involved in the pro
duction of these various color combina
tioos but rather to inform the reader that
there is stiH room for more breeders of
new colors. If one does not mind using
another breed to achieve his goal there

I first decided to make bodymarks my
ooly color of Fantails some four years
ago. The idea came to me late one even
ing, when I was thinking about how very
few bodymarks there are shown each
year. To me, it seemed a waste that such
a beautiful bird should have such a small
following. Of course I could see that it
would be a struggle. whenever you are
breeding for both color and type, you have
double trouble. At that time I had one
black bodymark cock. a 1964 in my loft.
In the next few weeks I disposed of my
blue grizzles. whites, and other colors,
and set my sights on a couple of local
breeders that had some bodymarks, which
had been raised by another breeder per
haps 15 years ago. I was able to buy
most of their bodymarks but most were
all very old, and being that old, they did
not have the type desired in today's birds.
Fertile eggs, or I should say, the lack of
them might bring my project to a halt
quickly.

My first two rounds of eggs were infer
tile. but finally they clicked and I was
able to raise about 4 or 5 young that year,
since I began late in the season. The next

Y/hai Color Did You Say That Is?
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What Oauses Powdered Blue Fantails?

nicely. How about it, what genetic pro
jeot are you going to work on?

CHAMPION ALMOND FANTAIL

Old Almond Cock, Band No. 4858, First
Champion Almond, Central Fantail Club
Meet, 1973. - Bred and owned by Don
Buhr, Cresco, Iowa.

modern show type Fantail. Surely some
one is saying. "We have the Standard
to go by." Yes, we do, but it only tells
us what the ideal is supposed to look like.
not how to get it.

If everyone of us set out to work on
just one genetic characteristic in our
Fantails this year, what a wealth of in
formation we could gather! Of course it
would take time and work. Records would
have to be kept and it would involve
some extra time and work 00 your part.
Possible areas could be, inheritance of
tail size and shape, leg setting, head
setting, body shape and size, showing
ability, and many more.

So you see, you don't have to be a
"color nut" to get into genetics. And you
don't have ,to keep 500 colors and mark
ings either. A few pairs of whites will do

By TIM KVIDERA, Anoka, Minn.

The color modifying trait that makes separate pairs of chromosomes only a
a powdered blue bird out of an other- limited amount of patience is all that is
wise normal blue bar is accepted in gene- required. The way to do it is pair a milky
tic circles as milky. It is given this name (powdered blue) with a recessive red.
since as Dr. Hollander puts it the result- Mate their youngsters together and raise
ant effect looks like the bird was dipped as many young birds as you can. Statis
into milk. Milky is an autosomal reces· tically one out of sixteen will be milky
sive factor. That is the gene causing this recessive reds so the more youngsters
modification is located on some chromo- you raise the better chance that the odds
some other than the sex chromosomes will be in your favor and you will raise
and ths gene must be present on both of some "pinks". But then you can come
that pair of chromosomes to produce its up wi,th the mixed blessing I had last
normal effect. year. I raised foul' "pinks" but all turned

Powdered blue birds are not dilute like out to be cocks. This color will breed
the old name powdered silver implied. tru~. but first. you have to g~ a, pair.
They are long downed in the nest and the Fallin~ at ~!l1s. tak~ your "pink' and
color is not sex linked. Lately the Fantall mate It ·to Its opPOsite sex parent and
clubs have taken steps to correct this by on,e quarter. of the youngste~s will be
changing the terminology for the genet!- nu~ recessive reds. From 'th~s parental
cally milky blue from powdered silver m!lJt.ing any reds, lavenders, nulky check
to powdered blue as an effort to otarify ers or powdered blues should be used as
thaJ the bird is not a type of dilution. when paired with "pinks" one half of the

This same milky factor can produce young birds will be milky recessive reds.
other beautiful effects when combined
with colors other than blue bar. One of
the ways to produce lavender is use
homozygous milky in combination with
spread On a blue-black bird. This can be
easily done by mating a powdered blue
to a black and mating the resulting black
young birds together. A little less than
one quarter of these second generation
youngsters wi'll be lavender.

VariOUS "pinkish" looking effects can
be readily produced by combining milky
with dominant ash red. These can be
had in any pattern, bar, checkers, etc.
All of these can be obtained in a manner
similar to that described for producing
lavender. Milky can be used to produce
a bird pinkish evenly throughout when CHAMPION SADDLE FANTAIL
combined with recessive red. This is a
I 'ttl ha d t b bo h -'ik Old .Black Saddle Hen, Band No. 53,
I e r er 0 come y as t lUI Y ChampIon Saddle. Badger Fantail Club
and recessive red are recessive factors. Meet 1970. Champion Black Saddle, Central

But ' both tr i tI Club Meets 1970 and 1971. - Bred and
Sl\),C(:l a: ts U6 II.pparen y on owned by Don Buhr. Cresco, Iowa.

By DON BUHR, Cresco, Iowa

CHAMPION SADDLE FANTAIL

Old Yellow Saddle Hen, Band No. 8930.
Champion Saddle, Central Fantail ClUb
Meet, 1973. Reserve Champion Saddle.!. Mid·
America Fantail Club Meet. 1973. ~ham·

.plon Young Saddle, Mid America Fantail
Club Meet, 1970. - Bred and owned by
Don Buhr. Cresco. IOWL

Genetics and lis Relation to Fantails

Webster defines Genetics as: "The
branch of biology that deals with the
heredity and variation in simular or re
lated animals and plants." Gene, the
unit of heredity upon which the term
Genetics is based, is defined as, "any
of the elements by which hereditary
characteristics are transmitted and de
termined, in theory each mature reproduc
tire cells carries a gene for every in
heritable characteristic, and thus an in
divddual resulting from the union of two
such cells received a set of genes from
each of its parents". And that's about
as far as a lot of people are going to
read on genetics!

All too often when we think of genetics
in pigeons, we think only in terms of
color breeding. The field of genetics
covers all inheritable traits in our pi
geons. I've heard fanciers say that they
were not interested in color breeding. I
can Wlderstand this; ·but have been won-

· dering if perhaps these same people may
not be interested in some other form of

· genetics? The field is wide open.
If color breeding is not your bag, and

· you are more interested in the form of
· our Fantail, fine! We have a lot here

for you to do too. We have enough work
· in this area to keep hundreds of fanciers

busy for many years.
Ever wooder why tlris or that trait is,

or ,isn't passed down to the young from
· a mating? Wouldn't it be of great help
to .the Fantail Fancy if we did know a
lot of these why's? I'm sure if we had it
all down on paper we could all breed bet
ter Fantails.

The way we are going at it now, is
mos1l1y by trial and error. It's like build
ing a house from a picture. We have an
idea what we want, and what it's sup
posed to look like when it's done, but we
don't really have a set of plans. We don't

'have any blue prints for breeding the
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w. F. Cooke and His Fantail Painting
Picture shows W. F. Cooke of England and his painting of a well known Powder

Blue Fantail. - Photo from W. F. Cooke, Colchester, England.

Thoughts of an English Fantail Fancier
By W. F. (\\BI LLY") COOKE, WOTmingford, Colchester, Essex, England

As the years pass I am sure that my I ,think that when a Fancy is as great
love and fascination of 1he Fantail pi- as the Fantail Fancy has always been,
goon increases. It is now over 50 years and still is. that it gives its devotees a
ago that I had my first pair of Fans, great tradition to live up to. The names
whites, since then I have kept all the of the great British breeders of the past
colours, and although some colours please will, I think, never be surpassed and will
me more than others, it is the unique be very hard to equa:! in the present. I
type and style, found in no other breed, know that this must apply to the U.S.A.
that gives me such pleasure to behold. Fancy every much as ours, for your great

Great as this pleasure is, I think an fanciers like Altpeter, ~strander, La
ever greater pleasure and appreciatioo Fleur, Champ, Hanson, Deitz, Cal~utt and
has been derived from ,the very many many others are only equaled III Eng
friends, both faithful and true. that the land and Scotland by Gray, Deekes,
hobby has brought to me over the years. Steveson, Bardell, Blackad~e~, House,
It is not whether you win or lose at any S~a!1' Bruce and others of SImilar capa-
particular show that matters. of course bJllties. Some of these too, have now
it is nice to win and feel that deep sense passed on. but they have. left us a legacy
of achievement, but most of all when you that we must' all chensh and try to
can attend the shows, you meet old emulate.
friends and once again become one big I am pleased to see that there is more
Fantail family. value placed upon the shape of the body

Fantails are one of the most popular being well rounded and wide, and coming
breeds throughout the world, so we are out nice and full from between the legs
a big family, and I have had great pleas- and continui~g round and ba!l like to give
ure in writing to other fanciers and a complete picture of ~otundity when seen
painting pictures (I am the artist "Ingle- fmm all angles, ~n nicely set legs, then
wood") of fanciers favourites every- perhaps has been III the past.
where. Especially do I remember the Many years ago I wrote that in race
most interesting letters I used to receive horses. chorus girls and Fantails, their
from the late Eugene Altpeter senior, of legs were their greatest asset. I stiH say
the U.S,A. He was a good fancier. I was the same today, for no matter how good
thrilled too when only last year in early the rest of the anatomy might be, without
summer, Mel Kirk and his charming wife good and correct leg placement all the
came to visit me and talk of Fantails points scored by their other qualities are
whilst they were visiting this country. lost. A Fantails legs must be placed well
Mel very kindly consented to steward for forward, and show no sickle shape or
me at our British Timkin Show that year cow hock, and must be on tip toe to allow
and I do believe he enjoyed himself with the perfect balance of body and be fairly
his task. I do know he made my work of . short. The balance all ties iii with the
judging the Fantails so much more easy head resting comfoItiblyiri the centre
for me. of the tail cushion.
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With me the tail comes about third in
the order of importance, because the
tail can be trained and the feathers put
in place, and laced, and generaJly assist
ed, whereas ,those other points I men
tion cannot. They must be bred into the
bird. The size of the tail, to me, is not
of great importance but the balance of
the tail in relation to the body, is. A
small tail 00 a big body rules out its be
ing of much use either as a show bird
or for stock as a small tailed bird mostly
breeds small tails. A nice, even, well
thatched and shod tail of nice size and
height on a small body with the entire
bird being in perfect balance. is my idea
of a good Fantail. I know in many cases
that all round pigeon judges prefer a
huge tail, and such birds will often score
under them, for they will ignore those
other more important points like body
and legs, although I did have one of my
birds dropped under an all breeds judge
two years ago because it had a "too big
tail" look. It's not often one gets left
out for being too large in tail.

I think that every colour of Fantail has
its own unique appeal but to me a good
saddle stands high up on the list of
achievement. To combine correct body
and type. leg setting, tail, markings and
colour, is very hard indeed. I am delight
ed to see that there are one or two blue
saddles now getting around Our lofts once
again, due mainly to our good breeder
Conrad Birch who has importoo some
from the U.S.A. This colour in saddles
had practically died out·since the death
of Scottish fancier Bob Anderson, quite
a long time ago, who had a nice little
stud of them.

Tail marks are slowly creeping up 'the
popularity chart. I noticed .a mce red
tail mark at the 1976 shows. Whites, as
ever are still the most popular. It's still
surprising how many non-fanciers imag
ine that the only colour in Fantaals is
white and are amazed at seeing the other
colours. Blacks seem to be about second
in the cham for numbers at the shows
but are closely followed by blues. Silvers
seem to have eased off a bit in numbers.
Reds and yellows still seem to hold their
same steady amount of entries. Somehow,
reds always seem to be the hardest colour
of all in whiich to breed a good one. Even
if I bred a red and yellow in the same
nest, the yellow always turned out to be
the best one. Laces are increasing, I am
pleased to say. At the Fantail Club East
ern Branch Show last year there was 'a
record entry of this variety. The any
other colour and checquer classes still
have some lovely type Fantails shown
in them. The best Fantail at our Chili
Show last year came f.rom these classes
but it ,is still a fact that nine tlmes·out
of ten the award for best Fantail is won
either by a black, a white ora blue.

As I said at the beginning of these
notes, it is the true shape and all its ac,
companing attributes that I go for in the
Fantail, then I look at its colour and all
colours are equal to me, for in picking
out the best Fantail I have nO colour ,pre-



By H. W. ROGERS, Stafford, England

H. W. Rogers of England and his many awards and trophies. Mr. Rogers is holding
his prize winning Fantail. - Photo from H. W. Rogers, Stafford, England.

H. W. Rogers and His Winnings

Why Lace The Tails?
By A. R. THOMS, Elmira. Ore.

The purpose of obtail!ling the best pos
sible judges at our Fantail shows is to
determine which are actually the best
birds. Whenever anyone laces the tail of
a Fantail, they are masking the true qual
ity of the bi,rd. Some people can lace up
birds of fair quaJlity and temporarily,
make them look really good. Certain in
dividuals are much better at lacing tails
than most others. When these individuals
get hold of a bird, they are able to make
~t appear much better than it normally
would be. At the larger and Important
Fantails shows, lacing of tails should not
be permitted any longer.

Birds that are naturally superior don't
need any he!lp to make them look better.
These birds are truly the real winners!
It is a real shame that natural, unlaced
birds ·that don't need a hand lifted to
make them any better, do not always
Win! If a Fantail has to be laced before
it can compete, it is not a very good bird.
The fact is that some people can actually
make good birds look worse by lacing a
taH poorly. Then, when a really good
handler sets down a swell lace job, the
better laced bird usually comes out on top
regardless of who is doing the judging.
When the birds are being judged, they
should be judged fairly and equ3!lly by the
judge. No outside advantage, or perhaps
disadvantage, should ever be allowed.
Fantails should be judged according to
,the Standard, by comparison, and should
be judged equally! The Fantails should
be judged, we shouldn't judge the ability
of the showmen.

Lacing the taH dramatically affects the
point outcome of the tail, carriage and
motion, and the head and neck position.
On many birds that I have judged, when
I have oolaced the tails on a class of
birds, many of the bl!1ds that had appear
ed well balanced iWld of fell apart. Many
then showed the flaws that they possess
ed. The birds were not truly as good as
I was supposed to think they were. If
the Fantail judges are to compare and
ultimately find the best birds so that the
true winners place first and compete
for the top awards, then why lace the
tails? I don't believe that we should. It
might be a subject to bring up at your
next meeting.

whites and 12 pairs of blacks. I have
blues, silvers, powde.·s, reds, yellows,
saddles and a fev! bee, and tailmarks
(black and red tails) and now I have a
few bCldy marks. 1 talk Fantails in my
sleep but I think there is nothing more
beautiful.

The English Fantail Club is quite a
strong club with around 100 to 120 mem
bers and we have six classic shows each
year, our main show being the Ha·rogate
Show at Doncaster.

I am Editor of the Fantail Club News
letter and would be pleased to hear from
any American fancier who would like to
contribute an aroticle for it anytime. My
address: Yew Tree Cottage, Dunston
Heath, Stafford, England.

to buy a pair from him. This was the
start of a friendship with him and he
persuaded me to join the North West
and North Wales Columbarian Society
Club at Chester. I went along with him
and two white Fantail nest mates. I won
a first and second with them and I sup
pose that was the start of my interest
in showing. From then until now I have
gone on winning and gaining more inter
est and meeting a host of friends on the
way. I have learned a lot about show
ing from one or two Scotch fanciers,
especially Eddie Swan, who is a master
at preparing a bird for show, and like
his father before him a great Fantail
fancier, and a great fclend too.

I have a very big loft which I keep en
larging all the time. It started with 16
feet by 8 feet and now I have another
45 feet by 20 feet and can house about
250 Fantails. I breed from 18 pai,rs of

'With Ken Dalton, our present president.

I have been the writer of the Fantail
notes under the time honoured "Fan
Fare" for several years now and I do
humbly ask any of my readers of these
few notes to write to me in England and
tell me of your FantaH experiences so
that I may pass them on to our mutual
fanciers over here.

In conclusion, I would like to thank
Harry Little for invIting me to pen these
few notes and thus bringing a closer tie
with fanciers of the 'lovely Fantail, on
both sides of the Atlantic. My most sin
cere best wishes to you all. My address:
"Billy" W. F. Cooke, 1 Robletts Way,
Wormingford, ColdJ.ester, Essex, Eng
land.

I suppose gardening and bemg a keen
gardener was the start of my interest in
our Fantail Queens. In 1948 after the
war I had just completed a wonderful laid
out garden and had Budgerigars and
Doves, and my wife and I thought that a
few Fantails would be nice on the lawns,
and so I wrote to Dr. Armstrong who
was then Secretary of the Fantail Club;
and I joined the Fantail Club. He sold me
my first pair of Fantails a lovely pair
of yellows. These sta!1ted me off and I
suppose I am one of the keenest fanciers
in the British Isles today although a new
comer to the show world as I only start
ed showing four years ago, before that
I kept them for their beauty and I loved
to see them in the garden.

The reason I started showing was I
wanted to get a pair of black tailmarks
and Hanz Fuchs who lives quite near
brought some from Germany and I went

Fantails At Dllnston Heath, Siafford, England

ference, only the true Fantail type. Na
turaHy when judging any colour variety
in its own class, I do take every consi
deration anto account. Any bad coloured
ones must go down to a better coloured
one of equal merit. In blacks, blues and
reds you often find indifferent to bad
colours of course.

I am sure that ,the greatest thrill I
have ever experienced in the Pigeon
Fancy in all my career, (and I may say
I've had my share of thrills) was being
honoured by the Fantail Olub of Great
rBritain by being elected ,their president
for 1973 and '74, for this society has
amongst its list of honoured presidents
some of ,the greatest names in Fantail
history, starting with the late J. Col
lingwood at its formation and culminating
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ReflecUo~~ ~t ~Ieven Years With Fantails

By DENNY STAPP, Floyds Knobs, Ind.

ir.lcrtih eggs before I ~inally remated
h~l" to her mate of e2.rly 1975; her £on.
They raised thrl:' ~ youngsters, ane of
the;~l being a re:\1 (lice white hen that I
plan to US3 in n 'y family of whites.

Now that I reflect over the three years
that I have Q\ovned the mosaic hen, I can
~:c that she has e~<ily proven to be my
;-'~:st valuable bird. This is not only be
(',,1:5(, of her rare coloration but because
of t:1e outs'.anding quality of nearly all
of her youngsters. Her offspring are also
prodl~-:ing good birds consistently and my
oniy prgblem is one of fixing this superior
quality on recognized colors rather than
on splashes. As 1 ment!ioned, I do have a
few nice checkers and a good start on
producing Bodymarks. I have also pro
('uced a terrific Blue Bar hen from the
mosaic's daughter and should be able to
build my own family of Blues that will
be very competitive.

For 1977 1 have plans of acquiring a
Powdered Blue cock that is capable of
producing young with large, hard feath
ered tails. If I can find such a bird r
should raise Powdered Blues good enough
to compete anywhere. If anyone can help
or offer advice, please let me know.

1 exhibited my birds at the Lincoln, Neb.
Show. (1 think it was Mid-America). A
3rd place in Old Black Cocks was my
high placing and 1 was very happy with
this.

6. A few years later at Des Molnes, I
won 4 of 6 classes of blacks and Reserve
Black for one of my best accomplish
ments. It was quite a thrilling day. This
was a Central Meet at McNeal Motel.

-r. Another memory was driving
through a snow stonn to attend a meet
in Des Moines. I wondered at the time
what foolishness propelled me to go to
the show.

8. A bad memory was going to feed
my birds one day and finding many dead
birds, the aftermath of a weasel attack.
Even though we trapped it the next night,
it softened the blow very little. 1 am still
trying to recover in Blacks and Tail
marks from that. He also got an Ash Red
Cock with a ribbon marked tail of which
1 was very proud.

9. Serving as officer for Centrai. First
Director, Vice-President, and finally as
President of Mid-America is a cherished
memory.

10. I remember my nervousness as
being judge for a show at Joe Schabert's
and trying to coocentrate on what I was
doing, when my boy came up to me and
said "Are they any good, Dad?"

11. The best experience of all has been
in meeting new friends from allover the
U.S. and Canada. People from all walks
of life, with one common interest; Fan
tails. 1 am glad to have had this oppor
tunity.

By OARREL RUPP, Pres. MAFC, New London, Minn.

I .• , '.

To wrap up 1975 1 mated the mosa;. r·~.

a Powdered Blue and raised two y.•u:!g·
sters.. One of these was a Blue B:lr 'J:lt
had a smal!, suft feathered tail so w:;; of
no use to me.

The 1976 breeding season started .uwly
for the mosaic. She laid ~ix fO' .ds of

1 have raised Fant'lils for only 11
years, not a loog period of time by any
means. However, 1 have many exciting
memories, both good and bad. 1 thought
that many of you after reading this arti
cle, would ,~lsG he reminci( -l of your own
exciting times 81-,d memories.

After haV1ng raised numerous breeds
during my .Junior High and Senior High
schooi years, r disposed of them when
entering college; and tD-'1k up raising pi
geons again after I star.ed teaching and
WiiS married. Fantails became my first
choice. Here are a few of those lastinz
memories:

1. My first issue of the APJ where
r searched for Fantail sale ads.

2. My first trip to the New U1m show
to look at Fantails in 1966. I didn't real
ize there were that many Fantails
around. Two names went home with me,
Bob Given and Rod Hatcher. Later that
spring, I purchased my first pair of
whites from Bob_ From those my whites
were started, and there are still offspring
in my loft.

3. The first black Fans 1 purchased
were from a lady in western Minn. She
was selling out her Fantails and these
were supposed to be Jim Argall Blacks.
A few years later, Rod Hatcher and my
self found the band numbers in some of
his old records he got from Mrs. Argall
when Jim passed away. Rod purchased
aU of Jim's blacks. 1 was happy to find
the numbers.

4. My first trophy on Fantails at the
Faribault show in about 1967 was a
memorable experience.

II. My fwst trip to the big time, when

Three MosaicF~ntails

My Experience With AFantail Mosaic

Three Mosaic Fantails. See accompanying article. - Pboto from Denny Stapp. Floyds
Knobs, Ind.

This is a story of a real mosaic Fan
tail hen and my experiences in breeding
her.

The mosaic hen started her life in the
lolit of Wayne Pasco of Evansville, Ind.,
in 1973. She is the daughter of a Powder
edBlue cock and a White hen. Wayne
tQld me that he was amazed as her pin
feathers reveaJed her unique coloration.
She is basically a Powdered Blue but she
is distinctly darker ,in color on one side
of her body. One can easily see the per
fectly straight division of the two shades
of color. On the darker side, the wing is
dark checker and the other wing is
Powdered Blue checker. Both wings have
some dark color and some white flights.

I was thI'ilied when Mr. Pasco asked
me to trade him a white hen for her even
though I had no idea of what color I
could use her with.

The first breeding season for the mos
aic was the year of 1974 and she was
mated to a white. They raised six young
sters, one of which was an all white hen.
The other five were splashes of black
checker and white with much bronzing
in the wing flights. r showed two of the
splashes at the Louisville Young Bird
Show in 1974 and won first and second
places.

The early part (.f 1975 r had her mated
to her son and they raised four young
sters before I broke up the pair. One
of these was a Powdered Blue checker
with a 60% white tail. This bird r showed
at the Central Fantail Club's Ray D.
laFleur Fantail Classic at Madison, Wis.
She was judged the best Splash and won
two trophies. r plan to use this little hen
to start my own stud of Bodymarks and
1 now have her mated to her son who has
a 25% white tail.

Later in 1975 r tried to produce the
Blue Checker color from the mosaic mat
ed. to a Blue Bar. r succeeded in raising
a real nice hen of the color I wanted and
showed her at Louisville where she was
judged best check. Later I showed her
at Madison, Wis. and she won her class.
She has woo severa» other trophies for
me at the smaller shows.
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By DON DRAFER, Joplin, Mo.

How IBecame AFanlail Fancier

My Start With Fantails
By MICHAEL WARZON, Houston, Texas

First of aU I'd like to congratulate'
Frank H. Hollmann and Co-<>rdinator
Hapry 1. LitJtle for their fine efforts on
the 1977 Fantail Special. I know it will
be well supported as the Fantail Fancy
is made up of a strong and dedicated
group of people.

I am 16 years of age and have had
many different varieties of pigeons for
about four years. I have had Fantails for
three years. I attended the Houston All
Vapiety Show three years ago and the
Fantai'ls caught my eye. I told myself
that I wasn't about to leave this building
unless I had a pak of these beautiful
birds.

Two of the exhibitors in the Fantail sec
tion were J0 Kirk and Gordon Larson
who were lacing the tails 00 their birds.
I'd better mention that Mr. Kirk was at
work, so the Mrs. was taking over. Gor
don said he had a pair of whites and a
pair of blacks in the for-sale-section.
There, I purchased the whites and feel
that this pair has me on the right track
to produce qual·ity youngsters.

The following year I visited Mr. Lar
son's loft and was surprised at the quality
and colorful birds he housed. I purchased
one more pair of whites and am going to
build my stud around them. I think Mr.
Larson said they are of Champ's blood·
line. Mr. Larson is truly a fine fellow and
really knows his birds.

to seek conference with me and ordcrcc
an inventory. The best tally we (;Quid
come up with, as I can still plainly re
member, was 317 adult pigeons on our
housetop and this did not count squabs
in the nest. This startling disclosure
fupt.l'ter moved my father, who up to now
had been most patient, to suggest that
I get rid of some of my poultry which
also included a sizeable flock of bantams,
seven large gray geese and about 50 mal
lard ducks. The latter were actually live
decoys which we used to lure wild ducks
in range of our scatter guns during the
fall hunting season.

It took quite a selling job on his part
but in the end his will prevailed and I
started tearing down nest boxes and
roosts. However I did manage to make a
deal with him. In exchange for my van
qulshed fowl I was allowed to keep 50 of
the prettiest pigeons and in additioo was
promised a pair of white Fantails which
he did get me for Christmas from Frank
Foy Pigeon Farm for $5. The latter pro
vided the stimulus to make me a life
long lover of Fans. Along about this time,
too, I suddenly became aware of the exist
ence of girls and this pleasant discovery
further lured me away from my barn pi
geons. In the end all I was interested ill
keeping were my Fantails and a keen
eye for members of the opposite sex.

Fantails still intrigue me and al
though I have never showed them exten
sively, still they have provided a hobby
that has endured for more than a half
century.

home and ask permiSSIOn to go to the
bam and catch the pigeons. Farmers
were always glad to "get shet of 'em",
because they did not care to have the
roosting birds soiling the hay and grain
directly beneath.

To make a long story short, after a
year's trappirig and catching pigeons, cou
pled with a few years under my spon
sorship and thei'r own inherent traits of
reproducing themselves like it was going
out of style, my father one day announc
ed it was time to take inventory. By now
all the outbuDdings at my home were
covered with the best boxes and roosts
I could devise.

The town did not have a public water
system in those times and each home
owner depended on the rains that fell on
his own roof to be piped to his cistern
where it was stored for domestic use.
Most of my birds spent a great deal of
their time courting and preening on our
housetop and the resultant droppings at
times grew to great depth, especially in
dry seasons when there was not much
rain to flush them away. Even so, all the
rain that fell on our roof was carried
down the drainpipe, through a makeshift
filter of sand and charcoal and thence
ward to the cistern. The whitish tinge im
parted to the water was not removed as
it passed through the filter and I do be
lieve it tended to make the water even
more palatable and thirst-quench:ing.

My father felt he had been quite toler
ant with my pigeoos but with the onset of
another dry season, a summer's forecast
of "not much rain", a heavy accumula
tion of droppings and the fact it was
costing him a dollar a day for corn to
feed my birds, he was prompted finally

Prize Winning White Fantail
White Fantail hen, Band No. 474·',6. Best Young White, 5th District CFC Meet,

Rogers, Ark. 1976. First Young White Hen, same show. - Bred and owned by Don
Draper. Joplin, Mo.

Almost without exception, most dyed
in-the-wool fanciers can look back in
retrospect and pinpoint the exact things
that caused them to become interested
in pigeons. Most of us enjoy reealliig
these events and even after a lapse of
many years can recollect in startling de
tail these pleasant memories,

What is the actual motivation that
creates in us the yen to keep these little
birds? To a young boy I am sure it is
the fact that they are small, clean, make
ideal pets, can be obtained at minimal
cost and housed with but a small outlay
of cash. To an adult approaching Social
Security, it is something else. Someone
has written, "You trust they will restore
to you some portion of your Golden Age,
enable you to live over again an idyllic
phase of your boyhood, to escape for a
time each day, a very satisfying time, the
wearying monotony of a workaday
worJd."

It has been just about 50 years since
I first became interested in pigeons, and
again, like most fanciers, once we have
learned to love them we never quite get
'it out of our systems. We may drop our
hobby for a while but it takes only a
small bit of prompting to -have us right
back in the business again.
, I grew UlJ in an agricultural community

in Southeast Kansas. At about the age of
10. after acquisition of a pony for trans
portation, I became interested in the barn
pigeons that thrived on the farms sur
rounding my horre town. Another lad who
also had a pony and a similar desire to
possess some of those beautiful birds,
joined me in a year-long foray about the
QOuntryside in search of pigeons. We
\'(ould ride our mounts out to a farm
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Fantails F:om One Novice to Anotller
By MICHAEL N. SODA, Chester, N.J.

By JAMES MARTIN, Pub. Dir. CFC, Goderich, Ont., Canada

in ,those cha,mcteristics you wish to im
prove in your original strain. I strongly
recommend to any future Fantail breeder
to begin with one genetic colour. The
chosen colour should be developed for a
few years, to gain experience with the
breed as a whale and at the same time to
begin developing a good qua'lity strain
in that colour, then ·if he wishes he can
e:lCpa!Dd Jnto other colours. One must work
wi,th at least six pair ·in anyone colour
to work a typical line breeding pattern.

It has been my experience that quality
Fantails when bred in families do pass
on those desirable characteristics to thei,r
young. Consentration and specialization
with one colour, !for the novice, is a must
if quality birds 'are to be produced. Too
many times the new breeder branches
out immediately into several colours be
fore developing ,one. Select your colour
and work at producing good ,stock before
you try another.

The novice may find his first year as a
breeder disappointing if he does not pro
perly prepare his breeding pen. select
hens first, pairing them to cock birds
that are equal or better to aU the hens
good qualities, and making sure the cock
bird has strength where 'the hen has
weaknesses in show points. For example,

thing in common, the beautiful Fantail.
What is most noticeable at a Fantail

show? The eagerness of the senior and
mere experienced olub members to assist
and help prepare or lace the Fantails for
the novice or younger fanciers wha do
not have L'Je experience or confidence to
do so on their own. A special thank you
goes to these members.

Prc;Jare your Fantails for the show by
proper conditioning to bring out good
feather sheen. Trim toenails several
weeks before the show. Gently handle the
Fantails daily and get them accustomed
to the' show pen, judging stick and the
smaller coops. Get Fantails conditioned
to posing and walk.ing slowly in the show
pen. Several days before the show, bathe
the Fantails in a warm water and mild
soap solution. Rinse well to remove soap,
remove surplus rinse water, dry as much
as possible with a clean cloth and place
them in a clean container until thoroughly
dry before returning them to the loft.
Apply a lit1Jle vaseline to the feet and
legs. On show day, any soiled feathers
and the feet can be given a final clean
ing.

A final word! Be prepared! There is
nothing more exciting, depressing,
frustrating and by all means, uncertain
than showing the Fantail! A word of
warning, it is also addictive! Good luck
to aM Fantail breeders.

We send a special thank you to Harry
Little of St. Louis, Mo., and to Frank
Hollmann and his staff of the American
Pigeon Journal, for their efforts on the
Fantail Special Edition.

as each Fantail is removed to be placed,
that things really get interesting. Only
then does one come out of his hypnotized
trance and then we hear, "Just wait till
next year!"

Part of the pleasures of a FantaH show,
of course, are the friendships made. On
th·is day, whether they be city slicker or
country folks, all are equal and have one

I have been asked by Harry Little to
do a revised :article that I originally wrote
for the December 1968 "Special Edition"
on FantaHs, noting any changes I have
made in ,the last nine years.

For anyone thinking of breeding Fan
tails I would strongly suggest starting
wi,th the best stock obtainable. High qual
ity Fantails usually demand a good price.
It is far less expensive, both in terms of
time and money, in the long run, to invest
in good stock, rather than ,in inferior
birds.

In selecting initial stock, I would place
great emphasis on those birds willi good
round bodies and proper 'leg length and
settings. I consider these characteristics
to be the most basic a!Dd necessary to the
breeding of show quality Fantails.

It is not necessary to begin with a large
nwnber of birds. Two or ,three pair of
quality stock is more than enough to
start. I would advise that ,the birds be
from one breeder and related so as to en
sure some unifoJ.imity in the offspring. If
a typical line breeding pattern is followed
there will develop some consistency in
the overa!lI birds produced.

To improve your strain, introduce birds
as good In quality as ,the original stock
or better. nus new stock should be strong

When It's Showtime In Canada

Prize Winning Fantails from Canada
First bird. Black Fantail cock. Band No. 6733·'75. young cock. Best Black, Champion

Fantail, Canadian Fantail Club Annual Young Bird Show, Woodstock. Ont.• Dec. 1975.
104 Fantail competing. Second bird Powde red Silver Fantail, young cock, Band No.
6736·'75. Best Powdered Blue. Canadian Fantail Club Annual Meet, 159 Fantails compet
ing. Woodstock, Ont.• Jan. 19i6. - Both birds bred and owned by Michael Boyd,
Brampton. Ont.• Canada.

A Fan,tail show is an oppol1tUnity for
the exhibitor to show and compare his
Fantails with the best in the country.
Here, we learn how our breeding program
stands up and where we need improve
ment. Although it is the highlight of
preparation and planning for perhaps
many months, it is indeed only a few pre
cious moments ,that our Fantails are be
fore the judge.

In the past, some exhibitors have been
unkind to the judging and undue remarks
are often heard. As the oldtimer would
say, "Ain't it funny how ya ailways seem
to win under the smart judges, and get
beat out under the dwnb ooes".

We must bear in mind that the judge's
decision is final and that there is always
a valid reason for the class placings. Of
ten, Fantails fail to show properly due to
their nervous and unsettled condition be
fore being set down ~n the judging pen.
We must remember too that the judge has
but a few minutes to view the class and
to make his decisions.

A judge is, without a doubt the spotlight
of the show as he proceeds with the
classes. He must withstand pressure and
often criticism, knowing that his decisions
may influence the exhibitors' choices in
what is held over for breeding stock.

The judge has, fixed in his mind, a
picture of what an ideal Fantail should
be. The exhibitors must tilierefore pro
duce Fantails as close as possible to the
Standard of PeI'fection. The judge has the
slcill in handling the Fantail in the show
pen, giving aJ] FantaHs the oppomunity
to pose and then placing them by com
parison to their rightful placings.

A great sense of rivalry exists between
most pigeon fanciers and Fantail fanciers
are no exception. The excitement and in
tense pleasure is great when the exhibi
tors Fanta.i\ remains in the top hailf of
the class. It is from this point onward,
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By RICHARD N. WI LSON, Bethlehem, Pa.

Suggestions In Buying Fantails

GRAND CUAMPION FANTAIL

help new members to break into the
Fancy. During show times all birds are
given the best attention and preparation.

If one is looking for a breed that offers
a real challenge in the breeding of quality
bi,rds, a challenge in exhibi,ting against
strong competition coupled with active
specialty clubs with enthusiastic mem
bers, one need not look further than the
Fantail.

put yourself in the buyer's place and sel!
ony birds you wouldn't be ashamed to
keep yourself. Describe the Fantail's
weak points as well as its strong ones.
Don Bullr, of Cresco, Iowa did this for
me.

Be patient. It pays to purchase birds
from a reputable Fantail fancier, one
who has consistently shown in competi
tive shows and has some proof that he is
not just a keeper of Fantails but is a
true fancier of the breed. It might in
volve getting on a waiting list but will
be well worth it. Buying Fantails from
such an individual will result in the estab
lishment of a good stud.

Buying the most expensive Fantails
doesn't mean that you will breed all
champions. A price of between $25 and
$50 is a realistic price for a pair of Fan
tails. Again, if I may repeat, demand a
money back guarantee on any Fantails
in this price range if you are not satis
fied. Don't expect too much from a $5
to $10 pair of Fantails except that they
should be healthy.

I believe it is important to be honest
when buying or selling Fantails and to
guarantee what the purchaser buys. It
is important to have a good and honest
reputation.

Finally, our hobby, that of breeding
and exhibiting the pigeon is a wonderful
one. Especially that of breeding the
"Queen of Fancies" the Fantail. It calls
for true fellowship!

Grand Champion Fantail at the Fantail
Club of England Show, With 231 Fantails in
competition. Checker Young Hen. Bred
and owned by Noel Wheatley, Glasgow,
Scotland. - Photo from Mel Kirk, LUfkin,
Texas.

The question of how to go about buying
Fantails has been asked of me by many
pigeon fanciers. I will try to inform those
who are interested in purchasing Fan
tails the best possible way to go about
it.

It is my opinion that the interested
fancier should first contact a local Fan
tail club in his area and also a national
club, to seek out information. This is one
of their functions and they can possibly
recommend several' breeders who are
close by, ones who will perhaps have the
colors or patterns the fancier desires. A
phone call will speed up the whole pro
cess and will save much time in corres
pondence.

When writing, you should always in
clude a self-addressed, stamped envelope.
You should state in simple language ex
actly what you want and what you are
willing to pay for what you want. When
the deal is nearly completed, send only
a money order or personal check but
specify that the seHer must not cash
the money order or check until the pur
chaser has received the birds and has
indicated that he is completely satisfied.

Always remember to inform the seller
that you have received his birds, the
condition in which they arrived and what
you think of them. If you are happy with
them, tell him to cash the money order
or check you had previously sent him.

Be fair. Don't expect to get some
thing for nothing! In selling Fantails,

pen the young birds learn to eat and'
drink in show coops and are placed in the
walking pen and brained with a judges
stick. In a walking breed suoh as the
Fantail it is extremely important to give
them this training. A bird so trained will
respond with aotion rather than fl.ighti
ness at show time. It is impoPtant that
the exhibitor does this training well in
advance of a show.

An exhibitor can do much to enhance
the quality of his birds. Washing the birds
three to four days before a show helps
to recondi-tion the roughened tail feathers
and removes dirt and droppings etc. Do
ing th,is early gives the bird time to preen
and replace the natural oils before being
shown. A mild soap solution is very ef
fective but only if rinsed very thoroughly.
Gently pass the tail feathers through the
thumb and index f,inger from the feather
base to the tip. This removes excess wa
ter and smooths ,the feather. Trim toe
nails so they do not interfere with the
birds digging aotion. Prior to judging
the tail is laced to achieve fullness. This
technique is most accurately described
in an article in Rod Hatcher's Fantail
Handbook.

There are severa'! aotive Fantail Clubs
offering competi-tion and devotion to the
breed. The members who make up these
clubs enjoy their breed and enjoy show
ing them. They are always willing to

CHAMPION FANTAIL FROM BELGIUM

Young Cock, Band No. 7285. Champion
Fantail In Brussels, 1974. - Bred and
owned by Cesar Moreno, Brussels, Belgium.

a. hoo having a good round body, good
head position and good taU but short in
tile Jegs, should be mated to a cock bird
~ilih the same good qualities plus proper
leg length or qonger ,in the leg. Avoid
mating birds with the same show weak
nesses. This I term as balanced matings.

One of the most common problems in
breeding FantaHs is infertility. This can
be eliminated by properly trimming the
tails and vent area of the birds. Because
of the tail structure of the FantaH, trim
ming is necessary to insure copulation
which will result in a greater number of
fertile eggs. The lowest six to eight feath
ers on each side of both the male and
the fema'le should be trimmed to about
one inch in length.

It is important to raise at least 20
youngsters of a single colour. I have
found this ensures at least three or four
superior birds. Birds should be raised
early in the season. I prefer mid-February
since the Fantail is a breed that improves
its characteristics with maturity. The
ea~lier hatched bird is in better fea,ther
oorrdition and has better taU and body
developement in time for the shows that
come in the Fall.

Contrary to my original article I no
longer advise the use of wdividual breed
ing compartments except for the mat
ing of pairs. I have found that given the
freedom of the Jofit fertiHty and egg pro
duction of the Fantail is greatly increased.

Once the young FantaHs are weaned
they are placed in a section of their own.
In this section the only perches used are
running boards placed six inches from the
wall to protect the taH and to accustom
the young b1rds to walking and perform
ing. I begin breaking up my matings by
the -end of June. Some time in Jilly I
dispose of birds that are obvious culls
such as those birds that show definite
genetic defects. Here I would caution the
nov,ice not to be overly enthusiastic in
the culling since many fine Fantails do
not show their true potential until late
Fall. Late ,in August I begin to pen train
the young birds. In the environment of the
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By HARRY L. LITTLE, St. Louis, Mo.

DAVID LITTMAN, AUSTRALIA

David Littman of Brisbane. Queensland.
Australia. when he visited in St. Louis, Mo.
in the fall of lY76. - Photo by Harry L.
little. St. Louis, Mo.

opinion that this color was a great addi
tion to ,the Fantail Fancy. Then why is it
so hard for some to recognize the grizzle
tail-mark? How can you, on one hand,
accept the grizzle Fantail and then on the
other hand, reject the grizzle <tail-mark?
It is my belief that the grizzle tail-mark
is in a class of j,ts own, is in everyway
superior to all the others and is just as
pleasing to the eye!

The tail-mark entries have grown from
four, one in each class, at Harmony Hall,
to 62 at the Ray D. LaFleur Fantail
Classic in Madison, Wis. This is just the
beginning. It seems that many breeders
have been turned on to this beautiful
marked Fantail over the past few years.
It shouldn't be too long before they be
oome one of the largest classes at the
shows.

In conclusion, let me say this: Just
think of how proud we will be when we
get it all, type, marking and color, yes,
all, on one beautiful Fantail. Let's con
tinue to build on the popularity of the
tail-mark until irt becomes one of the most
popular of all Fantails!

GRAND CHAMPiON FANiTAIL

This Powdered Blue cock. Band No. 953
was Grand Champion at the Oregon Fan
tail Ass'n Show, Snohomish. Wash. Also
First Reserve Champion at Mid Valley
Show, Salem. Ore. - Exhibited by Dan
Simpson, Eugene, Ore.

how good they were, they just didn't
seem to have much of a chance.

Then it happened! One of my young
tail-marked Fantails was judged Best
Young Fantail of the Show in the 1970
Central Fantail Meet which was held
with the National in St. Paul, Minn. The
judge? NOlle other than Karl Otto, one
of the foremost breeders and judges of
Fantails in the country! This could only
be described as a break-through and was
an inspiration, not onJy to me, bu,t also
to the greatly increased number of
breeders who had become interested in
and who had taken up the breeding and
showing of the tail-marked Fantail. The
tail-mark was now "011 ,the map" so to
speak. It had been recognized and at long
last, was being noticed!

The question most asked about tail
marks is, "In what order of importance
do you place the different qualities of
the tail-mark? In answer to this let me
first say that all tail-mark breeders want
to produce a tail-marked Fantail that is
equal in every way to the best of the
whites. We aIso want to put a tail on it
,that is perfectly marked and of the color
we like best. This would be the ideal.
The perfect marking on an inferior Fan
tail is to be least desired and would set
us back 20 years to the time where
judges would once again ignore the tail·
marked Fantail and it would again be
come a loser! We must work continually
to hold and to improve the type of the
tail-mark. There is no doubt in my mind
that a consistently perfect marking and
good color will come in time. So let's
not sacrifice the type of our taH-marks
for perfection in marking and color. A
regression here would prove all our work
to have been in vain!

Now, to answer the question: As I see
it, the order of Importance would be:
1. Type; 2. Marking; 3. Color. Yes, to
me. color takes a back seat to every
thing else involved. Some say that color
should be all-important. It is hard for me
to beHeve that they are serious. Most of
us are working on the addition of new
colors and the perfection of the colors
we already have. This is good and can
not but help to increase interest in the
tail-mark. However. I feel that if I can
produce tail-marks that are equal t:> the
whites in type and with conslstently good
marking, it would matter very little to me
if ·the color was an olive drab. The color
that I desire could come later.

Just a few words on the girzzle tail
mark. It has been referred to as the
"grizzle tailed tail-marked" and the "so
called grizzle tailed tail-mark". It should
be referred to as the grizzle tail-mark.
Not ,too long ago the grizzle color in the
Fantail was recognized by both the Mid
America and the Central Fantail Clubs.
In 1975 a grizzle was chosen as Grand
Champion Fantail at the Mid-America
Winter Show. Most fanciers are of the

The Tail-Marked Fantail Becoming Popular

CHAMPION SADDLE FANTAIL

The tail-mart-;.~'d ['unlail is a beautiful
creation, to me, the m,)st ')f!autiful of all
the marked Fantails. The t:;·st ones to
attract my attention were ':xhibited by
Vern Netzow at a Cwtral }.:mtail Club
Meet, many years ago, a~' old Harmony
Hall in Chicago, Ill. Upon expressing an
interest in them, ooe well known breeder
said, "Don't get involved with those
things. They will never be any good".
However, the contrast between <the color
of the taB and the white of the body was,
I believed, quite striking and got me to
thinking of adding this marking to my
lofts of white and black Fantails.

The <tail-marked Fantails I had seen at
O1icago were not for sale. I could un
derstand this because there were so few
of them around. The only stock birds that
were available at this time were very
poor specimens, good markings but very
bad in almost all the qualities that make
up a good Fantail. They had hocked legs,
couldn't get their heads anywhere near
the pocket and had long -thin bodies. Al
though I did try to breed from a pair of
these for one season, there were just too
many faults to overcome. The only alter
native was to "make" my own! To do
this, only the best of my studs of white
and black Fantails were used. Progress
was slow with many mismarks and many
disappointments! Finally, improvement
in both -type and marking became quite
noticeable and it was time to start show
ing the results. In their first show, one
of my tail-marks was Champion Tail
mark but it could plainly be seen, when
compared to the whites, that ,there was a
long rough road ahead!

As with most new "creations" most
judges wouldn't even look at tail-marks.
At one show, when judging the finalists,
the judge was overheard to say, "Don't
bring up the tail-mark, it can't win any
way!" To me, this was the most dis
couraging thing in the breeding and show
ing of the tail-marked Fantail. No matter

"Ruby", Band No. 3254-'76. Red Saddle
Hen, Champion Saddle Fantail at Eastern
Fantail Club Annual Meet, Jan. 1977. 
Bred and owned by John McClanahan, East
Syracuse, 'N.Y.
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By STEVE MAY, Lincoln, Neb.

John Dietz - Fantail Bree;]er For Over 50 Years

I feel very fortunate to have a good
~riend like John Dietz. He has helped me
so much in the Fantail hobby. When I got
my start at the age of 8 or 9, he was
the one who helped me out. If I remem
ber right, I bought one pair from John.
The fJrst time I showed pigeons was at
the State Fair and my FantaJil was so
pretty that I just knew he would go an
the way to the top. What an education I
got from that show. My Roller and Rac
ing Homer placed 3rd and 5th, but my
beautiful Fantail didn't place at all. Well,
I was hurt real bad, but at the show I
was told to pull the tail and the Fantail
would come out much nicer. Right then
and there my Fantail got his tail plucked
even though it looked painful. Every
since then, which was 20 years ago, John
Dietz has been there to help me out.

John got started in Fantails when he
was 15 years old. He went to a chicken
shop and couldn't believe Ws eyes when
he saw a pair of Fantails. Mixed colored
as they were, !\hey still were fascinating.
The price of this pair was 20c, and it
didn't take loog for John to get the
money out of his pocket. He saw three
more at a man's house a little later and
,traded some bantams for them. It didn't
matter to John that these three bJrds
were half commie because they still look
ed like Fal'l'tails to him. A time went by
and he heard about a man way across
town that had some Fantails in Ws bam
10£1:. John took out wa'\king across town
to see what this man had. Upon arrival
he found that this man had nine pure
white Fantails and they were for sale at
$1 each. Boy did he ever want these white
Fantails, but he didn't have the money.
He set out to earn this money by carry
ing advertisements and doing odd jobs.
One day John bought all nine of these
Fantails. As luck would have it, someone
stale all of John'<g Fantails and even his
commies. At age 17 or 18 he was out of
the pigeon business because of the thUeves.
Once John got married and had a soo
about three years old, he thought the
boy ought to raise show Fantails. The boy
was a little young, but of course John
could help out. This was back in 1928
and John built up a great strain from
then on out.

When I was tailing to John today, he
told me of past experiences. Some I can
write about and some are between John
and me. John was always tough to beat
locally and so in the early 40's he decided
to take on his first out of town show. He
caught a train and headed for Salt Lake
City. He was so exdted about leaving
town that when he got there he found
that he had left Ws best Fantail home.
On ju~ng day someone ~Ise took Cham
pion, but he got Reserve Champion on a
white young hen. John still knows he
could have beat tha,t old white cock for
Champion Fantail if he hadn't left his
best ooe home by mistake. John said he

had the Champion Fa£1taJl at every Mid
West Fantail Club meet except one. One
year in the 1950's he went to Des Moinc~,

Iowa for a combined show with the Na
tionall and he took Reserve Champion
Fantail. Jack Grelis was the judge and
Jack picked a well deserving old white
hen of Don Hutchkins as Champion Fan·
tail.

In 1955 John went to Calif. and showed
at the Pacifk FantaH Club Show. This
was held with the Pageant of Pigevns
Show in Los Angeles. John McDavitt hat.
Champion Fantail on a young wWte cock,
but John Dietz took Reserve Champion on
his white old hen. He said the Dietz bird
was good but that young cock was a
little better. He found friendly people
there and McDavlitt and Quinlan drove
several miles out of their way to pick
Wm up at the motel and return the trip
at night when the showroom dosed up.

In 1962 John went to the Rocky Moun
tail Fantail Club meet in Colo. I guess he
cleaned house there and took just about
everything home with Wm.

In 1961 who was it that had Champion
at the Mid-America Fantail Club meet,
John Dietz won with a white band No.
5040.

In 1962 I myself had Reserve Champion
at the Mid-America. This bird, a young
black cock was out of a Dietz cock I
purohased the year before and a hen that
John Hergert got for me by trading three
of his good Twnblers for her. This hen
was outstanding and Hergert gave her to
me as a gift.

At the 1966 show held in Lincoln, Neb.
which I believe was a combined Central
and Mid-America Fantail Club meet John
won a big white class. He thinks it might
have been the old cock class. I tWnk
tJhat was Ws last show, but he still comes
around on show days to keep up with the
times. He was watching the judging at
the Central this year (1977) most likely
remembering the past. He saw a lot of
old friends there and I know he could
remember a lot of good times.

John was the man who bred myoId
Dun hen No. 2972 '72. She was Champion
Dun at the Mid-America Club meet in
1975 and again in 1976. It was from this
hen that I started my strain of yellows
with. My young Yellow hen No. 469-'76
was first in her olass at the 1976 Mid
America meet and a month later she was
Champion Yellow at the Central FantaJil
meet. The Dun hen is her great grand
mother on one side and her grandmother
on the other side. He is also the breeder
of my Sulphur hen No. 3466-'74 wWch
is the only one known in existence. This
hen was Champion Non-Olassified color at
the 1975 and 1976 Mid-America meets. She
was Reserve Champion Any Other Color
at the 50th Anniversary Central in 1976.
In 1977 at the Central she was only beat
by a blue with a couple of white feathers
for Best AOC.

JOHN DI:;:TZ

John Dietz well known F"n':'a" ,breeder
of Lincoln, Neb. - Pho~'o from Joe Scha·
bert, Mankato, Minn.

My Blue cock 816·'74 which placed 2nd
at the 1975 Mid-America and 3rd at the
Central 50th Anniversary is out of two
Fantails I bought from Dietz.

He has sold FantaHs allover tbe coun
try and started out so many new f20ciers
that the Fancy is truly in debt to this
man. As a great-g"andfather at the young
age of 81, he is still breeding round after
round of youngsters again this year.

What I Like To See At A Show
By MARILYN THOMS, Elmira, Ore.

A good Fantail is graceful and confident
therefore, a go~ Fantail show should
also be graceful in respect to organized
stewarding of the birds and f~e Fans
should be judged in a qualified [;nd con
fident manner.

From a Fantail breeder's viewpoint, I
find that I enjoy the Fantail section of
the show when it is well decorated and in
formative for the on-looking spectators
and Fantail fanciers. Decorations can in
clude a display of the trophies, a dia
gramed poster of the points as listed in
the Standard, snapshots of prize winning
Fantails, a Fantail banner or a fancy Fan
tail quilt.

I think it is important for a judge to
make comments throughout the judging.
This is a good way to compare your
knowledge of Fantails with that of the
judge. It also serves as a learning process
for interested spectators or for that pros
pective Fantail novice. A judge should
make constructive comments, either pro
or con, in a fair manner. When a judge is
commenting 00 the Fantails there is usu
ally less chatter in the crowd which will
help to insure the judge's impartality.
A judge, during a short break, can ask
the spectators if they have any questions
about the Fantails.

It is the goal of every Fantail breeder
to (1) raise a perfect Fantail, according
to the Standard and (2) to promote the
breed.

If a Fantail section is well decorated
and judged with enthusiasm it will defi
nitely promote the breed and if the show
is smoothly run it will in the long run
help to perfect the breed.
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By STEVE MAY, Lincoln, Neb.

John Dietz - Fantail Bree;]er For Over 50 Years
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John got started in Fantails when he
was 15 years old. He went to a chicken
shop and couldn't believe Ws eyes when
he saw a pair of Fantails. Mixed colored
as they were, !\hey still were fascinating.
The price of this pair was 20c, and it
didn't take loog for John to get the
money out of his pocket. He saw three
more at a man's house a little later and
,traded some bantams for them. It didn't
matter to John that these three bJrds
were half commie because they still look
ed like Fal'l'tails to him. A time went by
and he heard about a man way across
town that had some Fantails in Ws bam
10£1:. John took out wa'\king across town
to see what this man had. Upon arrival
he found that this man had nine pure
white Fantails and they were for sale at
$1 each. Boy did he ever want these white
Fantails, but he didn't have the money.
He set out to earn this money by carry
ing advertisements and doing odd jobs.
One day John bought all nine of these
Fantails. As luck would have it, someone
stale all of John'<g Fantails and even his
commies. At age 17 or 18 he was out of
the pigeon business because of the thUeves.
Once John got married and had a soo
about three years old, he thought the
boy ought to raise show Fantails. The boy
was a little young, but of course John
could help out. This was back in 1928
and John built up a great strain from
then on out.

When I was tailing to John today, he
told me of past experiences. Some I can
write about and some are between John
and me. John was always tough to beat
locally and so in the early 40's he decided
to take on his first out of town show. He
caught a train and headed for Salt Lake
City. He was so exdted about leaving
town that when he got there he found
that he had left Ws best Fantail home.
On ju~ng day someone ~Ise took Cham
pion, but he got Reserve Champion on a
white young hen. John still knows he
could have beat tha,t old white cock for
Champion Fantail if he hadn't left his
best ooe home by mistake. John said he

had the Champion Fa£1taJl at every Mid
West Fantail Club meet except one. One
year in the 1950's he went to Des Moinc~,

Iowa for a combined show with the Na
tionall and he took Reserve Champion
Fantail. Jack Grelis was the judge and
Jack picked a well deserving old white
hen of Don Hutchkins as Champion Fan·
tail.

In 1955 John went to Calif. and showed
at the Pacifk FantaH Club Show. This
was held with the Pageant of Pigevns
Show in Los Angeles. John McDavitt hat.
Champion Fantail on a young wWte cock,
but John Dietz took Reserve Champion on
his white old hen. He said the Dietz bird
was good but that young cock was a
little better. He found friendly people
there and McDavlitt and Quinlan drove
several miles out of their way to pick
Wm up at the motel and return the trip
at night when the showroom dosed up.

In 1962 John went to the Rocky Moun
tail Fantail Club meet in Colo. I guess he
cleaned house there and took just about
everything home with Wm.

In 1961 who was it that had Champion
at the Mid-America Fantail Club meet,
John Dietz won with a white band No.
5040.

In 1962 I myself had Reserve Champion
at the Mid-America. This bird, a young
black cock was out of a Dietz cock I
purohased the year before and a hen that
John Hergert got for me by trading three
of his good Twnblers for her. This hen
was outstanding and Hergert gave her to
me as a gift.

At the 1966 show held in Lincoln, Neb.
which I believe was a combined Central
and Mid-America Fantail Club meet John
won a big white class. He thinks it might
have been the old cock class. I tWnk
tJhat was Ws last show, but he still comes
around on show days to keep up with the
times. He was watching the judging at
the Central this year (1977) most likely
remembering the past. He saw a lot of
old friends there and I know he could
remember a lot of good times.

John was the man who bred myoId
Dun hen No. 2972 '72. She was Champion
Dun at the Mid-America Club meet in
1975 and again in 1976. It was from this
hen that I started my strain of yellows
with. My young Yellow hen No. 469-'76
was first in her olass at the 1976 Mid
America meet and a month later she was
Champion Yellow at the Central FantaJil
meet. The Dun hen is her great grand
mother on one side and her grandmother
on the other side. He is also the breeder
of my Sulphur hen No. 3466-'74 wWch
is the only one known in existence. This
hen was Champion Non-Olassified color at
the 1975 and 1976 Mid-America meets. She
was Reserve Champion Any Other Color
at the 50th Anniversary Central in 1976.
In 1977 at the Central she was only beat
by a blue with a couple of white feathers
for Best AOC.
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of Lincoln, Neb. - Pho~'o from Joe Scha·
bert, Mankato, Minn.

My Blue cock 816·'74 which placed 2nd
at the 1975 Mid-America and 3rd at the
Central 50th Anniversary is out of two
Fantails I bought from Dietz.

He has sold FantaHs allover tbe coun
try and started out so many new f20ciers
that the Fancy is truly in debt to this
man. As a great-g"andfather at the young
age of 81, he is still breeding round after
round of youngsters again this year.

What I Like To See At A Show
By MARILYN THOMS, Elmira, Ore.

A good Fantail is graceful and confident
therefore, a go~ Fantail show should
also be graceful in respect to organized
stewarding of the birds and f~e Fans
should be judged in a qualified [;nd con
fident manner.

From a Fantail breeder's viewpoint, I
find that I enjoy the Fantail section of
the show when it is well decorated and in
formative for the on-looking spectators
and Fantail fanciers. Decorations can in
clude a display of the trophies, a dia
gramed poster of the points as listed in
the Standard, snapshots of prize winning
Fantails, a Fantail banner or a fancy Fan
tail quilt.

I think it is important for a judge to
make comments throughout the judging.
This is a good way to compare your
knowledge of Fantails with that of the
judge. It also serves as a learning process
for interested spectators or for that pros
pective Fantail novice. A judge should
make constructive comments, either pro
or con, in a fair manner. When a judge is
commenting 00 the Fantails there is usu
ally less chatter in the crowd which will
help to insure the judge's impartality.
A judge, during a short break, can ask
the spectators if they have any questions
about the Fantails.

It is the goal of every Fantail breeder
to (1) raise a perfect Fantail, according
to the Standard and (2) to promote the
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If a Fantail section is well decorated
and judged with enthusiasm it will defi
nitely promote the breed and if the show
is smoothly run it will in the long run
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By DR. J. E. GRAY, Richland, Mich.

Prize Winning Black Fantail

What Makes AFantail?

the other. There appears to be a here
ditary tendency for this fault to continue
in a 'line of birds and its presence should
be followed very closely if, indeed, it is
tolerated at alL

The overall appearance of the modern
FantaH has been brought about by
changes in various parts. Mostly, ad
vances in the development of the parts
of the Fantail have been parallel but the
improvement of the Fantail, especially
in the eal'1y days, was not always uni
form. The perfeotion of the tail received
particular attention from the early
breeders in England. Paintings of the
broad-tailed Shaker, the forerunner of
the modem Fantail, show that these
birds had tails that would compare favor
ably with those seen today. To carry the
three fold increase in tail feathers that
has been avidly selected for over the
years, a strong broad tail base has de
veloped. Intermediate stages in the de
velopment of the tai:! may be represented
in the upward posture of the tail that we
see in the Oriental Roller and in cross
breed Fantails. The preen gland has been
lost during ,the time that the tail feathers
increased in number and a forward mi
gration of the feather follicles in the tail
base has also been encouraged by setting
aside birds with scooped tails. Curiously,
an increase in the number of flight feath
ers, which would be highly, undesirable,
has not occurred aloog with the selection
for ,larger tails wLth more feathers.

It Is thus evident that the beautiful
symmetrical tail can be perfected without
giving full attootion to the basic leg and
head positions of the Fantail. English
Fantails, Hlustrated in Fulton's Book of
Pigeons, published over a century ago,
were of this type.

The early Scotch breeders, we are told,
placed greater emphasis on small stylish
birds. Evoo so, it is quite obvious that
the tail is needed for adequate balance
and show style and that the development
of the deep head position and large
spread tail had to be brought about hand
in hand. This is revealed to us each year
during the annual forced moult in July
and August. When the taB is out, show
birds oftoo, but not always have a
temporary loss of exhibition style.

We have considered the role of the
neck muscles and the strong exaggerated
tail base of the modem Fantail yet even
with these remarkable changes the Fan
tail would not be an "eyestopper" today.
The third part in which great change
has been encouraged by breeders is the
hock. Most of the style of the Fantail
comes from the so-cll'!led "forward"
hock. With the retraction of the head into
the pocket and the balance carried In'
the broad and high set tail, the center
Of gravity has shifted somewhat with the
forward migration of the legs. This ha~

produced an exaggerated hock joint which'
is the major focus of stress in the mo
dern Fantail. Much of a blrd's showing
abHity, I.e. the ease and duration a bird
will show properly, relates to the strength
in its legs. A gO<Xi Fantail- is built,froIhi

AmtrkID plSiaa'J~lJ

past 100 years. Through rigorous select
ion the positions of the head and tail
have been raised and brought together,
as it were. There seems to be an innate
behavior for the pigeon to pull its head
back, as for example when a cock is
strutting. Slight retractions of the head
can be seen in many breeds of pigeons
such as the Hen pigeons, the Mookee
and even to a greater degree in the Holle
Cropper. It is interesting that the head
position of the Indian FantaiJ resemb
les that of the broad.,tailed Shaker of a
century ago. From these observations
one may reasonably conclude that the
wild blue rock pigeon, the ancestor of
all breeds of pigeons, has a potential in
its neck muscles for retraction of the
head.

From a functional standpoint we may
observe a simllar behavior when a Roller
somersaults backwards during its per
formance. In this connection, it is per
tinent that recent studies at the Univer
sity of Cincinnati College of Medicine
have revealed that the paired neck mu&
c1es of the Roller have abnormal elec
trical properties and are further charac
terized by an inorease in fiber size and
responsiveness to drugs. These findings
were published in the NOV.-Dec. 1972
issue of the Journal of Heredity.

Perhaps the deplorable off-center head
position of some good Fantails may be
related to greater development of the
dorsal neck muscles on one side than

Young Black Fantail Hen, Band No. 723. Best Black Fantail at National Young Bird
Show at Louisville, Oct. 1976 and Best Young Black Hen at the 'National Pi!;1eon Show in
Dayton. Jan. 1977. - Bred and owned by Dr. Jack E. Gray, Richland. MIch.
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We go ahead each year trying to breed
one better than we have and oloser to
the Standard without giving much thought
as to how it is possible to breed such a
unique and beautifully contoured pigOO1
as the modern Fantail. The Fantail in
some ways is one of the most unnatural
oreatures one could imagine. I am al
ways curious to learn how persons who
have never seen a Fantail express them
selves when they first see one. Most are
amazed as they coU'1d not have imagined
that such a bird existed. They were ex
pecting ,to see a pigeon like the familiar
one in the park or occasionally the "in
itiated" individual may have a childhood
memory of a Pouter-like pigeon. Next
they may ask where is the pigeon's head
and when they become aware '!hat the
bird has been watching them all the time,
they want to know whether he can get
his head out 'like other pigeons. We have
rather taken for granted that a good
Fantail should have his head on cel1Jter
deep in the pocket without taking il1to
account how it is possible for the bird
to do it.

By all accounts, the native home of the
Fantail was and still is India and ,the
neighboring countries of Burma and
Thailand. Perhaps the Indian Fantails
we see in shows are quite similar to the
ancestor of the modern FantaiJ, although
it is quite obvious that a considerable
change has been produced by breeders
both in Britain and America during the



By JOHN ("KILLER") KILLINGER, Cleona, Pa,

Showlime - For The Beginner

DEVELOPMENT OF THE FANTAIL

tions are made, please tell the Secretary
so the judging sheets can be altered.

The next thing to do is find the "bath
room" if you haven't already done so.
After two or three hours of driving I
know how you feel. Now that you feel
better, look for a Fantail fancier and in
troduce yourself. Tel! him you are new,
and I'm sure he will answer most, If
not all, of your questio!1JS.

If the show is a small one, lunch will
probably be served prior to the judging.
On the other hand, If you are at a Club
Meet, judging will start before lunch as
there are so many more birds to be
judged. When judging starts, you wiU
have to find out in what order the colors
are to be judged; for example, Whites,
Blacks, Blues. Next you must know what
age and sex; for example, OH, DC, YR,
YC. These three things, age, sex and
oolor could vary, in the judging rotation,
~rom show to show. Now we are ready
to begin!

I usually wait about 10 minutes before
my color class to "lace" my tails and
get my birds ready. Since you are a be
ginner, I can't explain in this article
how to "lace" a tail. However, what I
do recommend Is that you ask any fel
low fancier, who is not busy, to help you.

When your color class is called for, it
is up to you to "set" the bird down in
the judging cage. Nearly all Fantail fan
cires prefer to set their own birds in the
judging cages. However, here again, since
you are a beginner, ask a veteran for
assistance and watoh how he does it. Af
ter a few shows you win get the idea.

When the judge removes your bird
from the judging cage, please go and get
it and return it to its coop. With any
kind of luck you could finish well· in the
standings.

After a ohamplon of each color class
is selected all of these will again be
placed in the judging cages so the Cham
pion and Reserve Champion may be se
lected.

With this completed the show is just
about over except to hand out trophies
and make excuses why you didn't get one.
Before leaving be sure to thank all people

(Continued 00 page 493)

The schematic drawing emphasizes the
three major directions of development (ar
rows) in the modern Fantail. These are
th~ elevation and spread of the tail, the
retraction of the head and the "forward"
hock position of the legs. - Sketch by Dr.
Jack E. Gray. Richland, Mich.

were happening all around me and yet
I wasn't really a part of them. The only
thing I did right was fill out my entry
blank and mail it to the Show Secretary.
The next few paragraphs will be spent in
trying to itemize most of the things -that
are expected of each Fantail fancier.

One of the most important things to
remember is -lhe large tail. When crating
-the birds for the show, make sure the
crate, box or carrying case is high enough
so the tails are not crushed. Also, be
sure the sides are not wire. This could
also "wreck" the tail. .

My carriers are approximately 15 inch
es high and the sides are cloth. If you
have no carriers, I recommend a card
board box with high sides and plenty of
slots or holes cut in it for ventilation.

Upon entering the showroom with your
birds, approach the Show Secretary and
tell him your name. The Secretary will
then go through the stack of entries and
hopefully f.ind yours. If you haven't al
ready paid he will then tel! you what you
owe. Your next question will be, "Where
are the Fans located". If he, per chance,
helped set up the cages he can probably
tell you. If not, you win just have to
seek them on your own.

When the Fantails are located, take the
entry which the Show Secretary handed
to you, and start to coop your birds. On
tlle entry somewhere there will be a
square with a number in it. This is your
en.try number. On each coop a tag is lo
cated. Look for a tag with your entry
number on it and correlate the entry
number with the leg band number. Do
this for e;J.ch bird entered. If any substitu- .

fit and it doesn't resemble an artificial
monstrosity. Could a breeder of a hund
red years ago have imagined that the
Fantail could be developed into a small
round body on tiptoes with a foot-wide
tail? We are approaching the Standard
even though no single bird fully achieves
it. This is mot to say there is no room for
improvement. There is only a very limit
ed number of really fine Fantails hatch
ed dUl1ing one breeding season.

We have called attention <to lIhe basic
importance of the interdependent rela
tionship of the legs, head and tall In the
modern Fantail. No mention has been
made of thin wings, small size, round
bodies without coarseness, and true
colors. These qualities are refinements
in the quality of a bird or a particular
strain of birds. Each of these quaiJities
can be dealt with, more or less, by inde
pendent selection for improvement.

Probably other less obvious factors in
the make-up of the Fantail will be recog
nized. Looking back, it seems quite pos
sible that -the breed could have ended up
quite differently. Perhaps the Indian
Fantail which we see in the present day
shows constitutes a secood grand experi
ment with this breed.

White cock. Band No. 976. Grand Cham·
pion Fantail. Central Fantail Club Annual
Show, Jan. 1974 wIth 404 Fantails compete
Ing. - Bred and owned by Rod Hatcher
and SOl), New. Virginia, -Iowa,· ..

Veterans of the hobby, you need not
read this article as you already know
what is expected of you at showtime.
However, if you have nothing better to
do maybe you will enjoy it anyway.

If you are a beginner, novice, rookie
or whatever, this should at least shed
a little light on "what's expected of you"
as well as "what's happening" at a Fan
tlail show.

A few years ago I attended my first
show and believe me, it was awful and
yet wonderful. I had no idea of what to
do, how to do it, or when to do it. From
the time I a11rived at the show until I
crated my birds and went home, it seem
ed I was completely disoriented! Things

GRAND CHAMPION FANTAIL

the ground up so continued attention is
needed to select breeders with strong
and appropriate leg settings. Strong legs
are needed to push up the body and
6ring about the correct relationship of
leg, head and tail positions at the time
the bird is showing. Some spreading, or
increased width, between the legs has
also been selected for and this is desir
able to strengthen the show stance and
give the bird -the good round appearance.

Variations in the quality of the hocks
can be followed by watching the develop
ment of young birds. Some can show pro
perly from the time they get out of the
nest, hang 00 to these birds. Others get
the strength in their legs only months
later and may even compromise the for
ward thrust of their hocks slightly (such
birds are not uncommon in shows). A
sizeable number of a season's young
birds never get their Fantail legs, so to
speak, and such birds usually have to be
discarded. The pot-lids are included here.

The amazing thing, the real spark of
the Fancy, is that through a happy cir
cumstance in the combination of the tall
inorease, head retraction and forward leg
position a beautiful creature has been
produced. In a good FantaJil, the parts
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Grand Champion Fantail Three Times
Silver Fantail, Old Hen, Band No. 1716. The only Fantail in the USA to place Grand

Champion at three separate Annual Shows by three different judges, shown only three
times. - Bred and owned by Rod Hatcher and Son. New Virginia, Iowa.

Exhibiting Your Fantails - Oombination That Wins
By DR. ERNEST A. and CHRISTOPHER T. GRAUPNER, Newtown, Conn.

WJth so many good Fantails in the judg- ford and staying with the strain it is pos
ing show cage these ~ay~, we have 00- sible to raise ones own show prospects
served. that the combma.ti.on of t~e weB and take pride in doing 50. The old saying
bred bird, the well conditioned bird and "from nothing comes nothing" is most
the carefully groomed bird, is the com- appropriate.
b!n~on that wins. Just one of th~ quali- We leave it to the experts to expound
ties IS no longer enough. One WIthout the on type which surely is paramount. The
other is to invite trouble. Fantail Standard quite clearly mirrors

The "perfect" Fantail that will not the ideal Fantatl, described as "round
show well because it is frightened, iIi, as a ball" with well propomoned bodies
~rty, or has been neglected:. will find on good straight legs, full front, tight
msurmountably keen competimon when wings, good head placement feathers
the. show judge maJ:es his off~cial com- tight and hard rather lilian soft'and fring
panson .of the Fantails before him. It has ed. Essenrtial too is a proportionately
been saId that many a,re penned but too large tail, well carried, that has plenty
OFten p~~y sta?ed. . . of top feather and overall appears as al-

The spmt of TIVaiky m companng one's most a complete cirole. A blend of all
best birds with the best from other fan- these quatities shows us a Fantail in well
ciers' lofts dictates that we start with ballanced proportions.
a foundation of the very best Fantails Surely all of .this must be combined
we can afford. We have found that owners with the abiUty of the bird to show. A
or breeders and exhibitors in this sport judge looks for demonstrated energy,
and Fancy are ~ost ge~erou.g an~ helpful calm self assured stage presence and a
peop!e; a f~atermtyof. fnendIy, n~ghbor~y bkd up on its toes. We have always ob
fanCIers, mtensely mtere:>ted m theIr served that the experienced exhibitors,
hobby to produce the ever Improved Fan- the real experts, have mastered the art
taU. . of setting down a Fantaiol jn the judging

Nowadays the begInner can start right. pen. This is indeed a Went to be ac
It has not ~lways been s~ ..He can n~w quired. Quality, superb condition and
progress mcely by acqUlrmg Fantails ability to show are the necessary com
with years of careful breeding behind binatioo.
them; birds ~th fixed qualities and nke In preparing your birds for the show
type. By bUyIng the very best he can af- pen it is most important that they are In
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the best of condition and in excellent
hea1lth, evidencing good gentle care with
propr feeding of grains, grit, clean wa
ter and a program of helpful medication.
It is essential that they are accustomed
to being handded, are not frightened", and
have been trained to the show cage and
the judging pen. Well housed Fantails
should be clean as a whisule. However, if
their feathers have become soiled, pre
paration of bi'rds for the show room may
well include bathing in wann water. Some
use a teaspoonful of borax and soap.
C:lreful drying is important. Good groom
ing incJudes clean feet and clean bands.
Some birds require nail clipping. A touch
of oil emphasizes the nice red color of
the feet and legs. Thils wi'!! always look
better when carefully laced. Thus, a Fan
tail that is healthy, is of good type, has
been well groomed and is clean wi'll have
every opportunity to win in the show
pen. Good luck!

Over the years, through trial and error
and with help from the experts, we have
learned a little about the husbandry of
show birds and preparing them for the
meets. And indeed we should for our
choice rests with Fantails and Nuns, the
latter requiring cosmetic pre-show treat
ment that goes to the extreme. The Nun
sometimes requires plucking of foul
feathers and trimming with scissors, espe
cially on top skull at the base of the shell.
We have learned by culling and selective
breeding to raise a mbdmum of Nuns
that are cleanly marked and without foul
feathering. So, as with Fantails, we pro
gress. Always, "the best to the best" is
a yardstick we like to use.

r have had pigeons ever since a boy in
New Jersey. Our current f;locks in New
ton, Coon., are home bred over the past
15 years. A nice activity in my retiT'ement
and now even more efficiently done by
my son Christopher. Our white Fantadls
trace back to the superb accomplishments
of T. A. Havemeyer and his partner Jim
Glasgow. Our black Fantails are delicate
little round bodied birds so expertly de
veloped by James Argall years ago.
Whites and blacks came from Wolf Dett
mer when he dispersed his remarkably
superior flock prior to returning to Ger
many. Ours is a program of line breeding
with only carefuJ infusions from the out
side and starting with a fine white hen
from Bob Kingkinger in an effort to re
duce size. Our blacks have had help from
Rod Hatcher and Harry L. Claus both of
whom have Argall blood in their flocks.
We have had most generous and expert
help from our neighbor, Lawrence Bush,
long time Fantail fancier and Homing
Pigeon officer in the Army Signal Corps.
Bob Kingkinger of Pa., P. J. Curran of
Mass., William Roth of Danbury and
Frank Tibaldi of R.I. have helped us
enormously on their y;jsits to our lofts
with their helpful evaluations of our birds.

Our Nuns have been bred forward from
seven pairs acqui,red about ten years ago
from Edward Suchy, the Master Breeder,
who did so much for the Tumbler type
Nun as they are sought after today. We
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By SIDNEY E. CLAYSON, Sec., England

Greetings From The Fantail Club of England

GRAND CHAMPION FANTAIL

Silver Hen. Band No. 419, Grand Cham
pion. Central Fantail Club Annual Show,
Jan. 1973 with 406 Fantails competing. 
Bred and owned by Rod Hatcher and son,
New Virginia, Iowa.

'~
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Showtime - For The Beginner
(Continued from page 491)

who helped you and maybe jot down a
few names and addresses. These people
could possibly spare a few birds for next
season or you might just want to keep in
touch with them to exchange ideas.

Something that I almost forgot to men
tion is that sometime during the show
someone will approach you to sell you
some raffle tickets. I encourage every
one, new and old, to buy at least a dol
lar's worth. It sure is a big help to the
club sponsoring the show.

To all you veterans that read this ar
ticle, I hope it recalled your first show
with its problems. U you are smiling I
know that I didn't waste my time and ef
forts.

To all you beginners who have read'
this article, I hope your first show is a
success. Who knows, maybe you will bring
a winner to your first show!

and had been under most careful consi
deration for two years before it was fin
ally approved in November of 1976. For
your information. I am enclosing a copy.
(Note by Editor. - Lack of space pre
vents publishing the Eng1~sh Standard,
but copies may be received by writing
Mr. Clayson.)

In conclusion, it is my pleasure as sec
retary of this club, to extend on behalf
of aU our members, our good wishes to
all our American fpiends in the Fancy and
our best wishes for a successful 1977
Fantail Specia:l.

I have had the pleasure of meeting Don
BuhI' and Mel Kirk and his wife and I
would like to send my personal greetings
to them. - Yours in the Fancy. Sidney
E. Clayson, Honorable Secretary, The
Fantail Club of the United Kingdom.

been lost to us.
Our club was, of course. founded in 1889

and has fostered the Fantail pigeon ever
since. We operate with one club show per
year and six branch shows. The former
is now held annually at Dorcaster and
the branch Shows take place at intervals
during the show season at Gtasgow, Wi
gan in Lancashire. Northampton, Col
chester, Burryport (in south Wales) and
usually one in Cornwall.

Classifioation at shows usua'lly consists
of four classes of whites. classes for
chequers, self blues, blacks, silvers,
powder silvers, reds, yellows, tail-marks,
saddles, laces and the inevitable "any
other colour" which caters for the lesser
known colours in U.K. such as creams
and, of course, mismarks of various
colours and patterns.

At a typical branch show we usually
attract about 90 entries and at our Club
show at Doncaster we look forward to
receiving 250 to 300 entries.

Only olub appointed judges are allowed
to officiate at branch or the club aJilnual
shows and it is interesting to record that
at the AGM last November a new Stand
a,rd was approved. This consisted of a re
vision in some details of the old Standard

tops.
Our &haws in the Northeast have turned

into winter time affairs as indeed we
must await the passing of the moult
period in the fabl. Thus, unfortunately I
have seen Christopher standing in the
rain or in snow flurries in front of our
open air judging cages, choosing the birds
and cage training them for the next show.
A pity that the shows take place at such
a distance from us and since the failure
of the Railway Express Agency, with
their door to door service, we must now
take the birds to the shows ourselves.
The discontinuation of the Danbury, Conn.
show and the oollapse of the United Nun
Club here in the metropolitan area is
disappointing. We also miss the former
faU young bird shows which were so popu
lar here in New England. On one trip, a
year or so ago, to Sandwich, Mass., we
drove through a howling, cootinuous
rain storm, the taH end of a hurricane.
The drive to the fine Worcester show
is often made in a blizzard. We liked win
ning with a young black Nun hen over
the entry of Ed Suchy, the master of the
game; we enjoyed winning best black,
against formidable competition in the
North Eastern FantaH Club shows. A nice
reward has always been to hear and read
that progeny of our birds can and do win
in real competition for others.

We welcomed the inv,itaNon to pa,rtici
pate in the 1977 FantaJil Speciall of the
American Pigeon Journal. May the read
ing of our recitation bring some pleasure
for certainly we enjoy sharing our ob
servations and efforts In breeding the bet
ter Fantail, the "Queen of the Fancy".

Dear Fellow Fanciers: Perhaps it is a
little bewildering to hear kom Harry
Little of the plans of the American Pi
geon Journal to produce another Fantail
Special at a time when we, here in Eng
land, are suffering from an inflationary
spell in our economy which is unfortun
ately hampering our efforts to maintain
and expand our hobby.

Again, it is difficult to focus against
the background of the size of your great
continent as compared with these small
islands which are the home of the English
Fantail Club. We had our AGM in No
vember last and at that time we boasted
106 members from England, Scotland
and Wales and we have since recruited
one new member forom Ireland. Of that
number, 92 are adult or senior members
and 14 are junior members under 16 years
of age. It is sad to report that during
lihe last few years, we have ~ost such
respected members as our one time Sec
retary, the late Dr. Richard Armstrong,
William Bardell, E. J. Smith. WiJJ Taylor
and Harry Lovell, to menNon a few. The
healthy list of junior members is a very
necessary asset to us if we are to bring
along adequate repl'aeements for the long
serving members of our fancy who have

did have a fine lot of Nuns mgood color
but could not get away from the pointed.
snipe like head. We disposed of them and
turned to our friend Ed Suchy who gen
erously helped us to acquire our founda
tion stock. He was a rea'! friend. over the
yea'rs, who just passed away last Febr
ua'ry. To our Suchy Nuns we added a few
from John Woodland, the expert in Ind.
We wished to see how those birds that
win in the mid-west compared to our
ea'Stern Nuns. We condluded that good
Nuns are good whatever the geogrnphy.
Woodland's very good birds helped us
nicely.

We breed from six pairs each in three
different units all with their own wire
av.iar,ies to assure as much sunshine as
the birds care to have. Thus, Wiilih some
30 to 40 young in each unit each season.
we can pick out four aT five to make up
our next generation. The rest we sell and
give away. We like to help others get
started in the Fancy and for those who
pay for their birds, getting the very best
y.oung. we always pay their first years
dues in the pigeon dubs. This helps edu
cate the buyer and supports the clubs.

One year, through an introduction to
the buyer of Paramount Pictures by Dr.
Ray Ostmnder, we sold some 30 white
Fantails to Paramount for their picture
"The Great Gatsby". Christopher went to
Newport, R.I. during summer vacation
from Tufts University to take care of
some 50 white Fantails Paramount ac
quired for the green lawn garden scenes.
It was necessary to attach rubber bands
to the birds wings to keep them walking
on the lawn instead of 1ilying to the roof
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By JERRY VANDEBERG, M...dison, Wis.

Saddle Breeding - Building AGood Stud

shows. It is up to you, the aspiring in
dividual, to seek knowledge through visit
ing breeders' Jof<ts, talking with fanciers
at the shows, and seeking out and study
ing Fantail and pigeon literature. Seek
to find out "What" to do, "How,,-eto do
it, "Why" to do it. Then most import
antly Do It!

For optimum conditions of developing
and maintaining a good stud of saddles,
a person in most cases should work with
just one color of saddles or the dominant
recessive related pair of colors such as
blue-silver, red-yellow, black-dun, which
can be mated together with good color
results.

There being so many beautiful saddle
colors and other FantaH markings how
ever, many of us are unable rto limit our
selves! Or at least we choose not to do
so!

For purpose of illustration, let's say
a person has six pair of saddles of one
color. Some youngsters and old birds
may be superior in tail while others are
better in body. The fancier can mate the
strong tailed birds with the good bodied
bi·rds which hopefulJy may produce some
youngsters which have both good tails
and bodies thus improving the quality.

On the other hand llet's say a person
has 'three pair of red saddles and three
pair of powder blue saddles. He is un
likely to cross these colors since the mat
ings would 'likely produce poorly colored
youngsters with the poor color being dif
ficult to breed out.

The fancier's powder blue saddles may
be strong in tail but weak in body while
his red saddles are weak in tail and
strong in body. But since it is inconveni
ent to cross these colors together the
owner continues to mate the powder
blues together and likely continues to
raise powder blues strong in taIJ and
weak in body with little overall improve
ment and likewise with the reds.

So the fancier's progress in Improving
his saddle stud is likely to be faster with
six pair of one color than with three pair
of two unrelated colors, other factors
being equal.

Remember, too, that other variables
being equal,the more different markings
a person has, the less time, space, and
number of pairs he has to devote to any
specific ma'rking such as saddles and the
less progress he is likely to make with
saddles.

I believe that most of the top Fantail
qualities currently exist in the total pool
of saddles. The main problem is that
these qualities do not exist on one indi
vidual! For example, some saddles have
large, hard feathered tails. Others have
small bodies and some have fine leg set
ting and carriage and motion. What we
saddle breeders need to accomplish is to
mold these charaoteristics into one sad
dle.

The next time you go to a show which
has some fine quality saddles, cbmpare
the best saddles with the best of other
markings or colors such as whites. You
may find that some of the best saddles

for show.
There are more show quality -saddles

around today than ever before and the
show saddles are of overall higher qual
ity. Looking back in time, a fine quality
saddle appeared here and there but no
where near the number of fine quality
saddles today. It used to be that rthe
champion saddle could be expected to
come from only a few breeders. Today,
however, the champion saddle can come
from any of a large number of fanciers.

Wi·th more good saddles being bred
there have been and are more good sad
cIIes for saJe en'abling more oewcomers
to obtain good stock. The demand for
saddle purchases is still large. With the
snowball effe;::t in full force it appears
that saddle popularity will continue to
increase. With more breeders and great
er competition quality shOuld continue
to improve in the years ahead.
Building A Good Stud

Having been asked to write about
"Building a good Stud of Saddles" I
must first comment that a person goes
about developoing a good stud of saddles
basically the same way as he would with
any Fantail marking or color.

Some of the primary building blocks
are (1) enjoyment and desire, (2) time
and persistence, (3) knowledge, (4) wise
loft management and sanitary conditions,
(5) good breeding stock, and (6) luck.

If a person has the first two ingredients
in sufficient quantity the 'latter four are
likely to follow.

All of these factors have been discussed
throughout Fantail and pigeon literature
and whenever breeders gather or attend

Grand Champion Fantail
White Fantail. Band No. 928, Best White and Grand Champion at MAFC 1974 Young

Bird Show. At MAFC Annual Show, Reserve Grand Champion to her nest mate 929 who
was Grand Champion. At Central Fantail Meet, Jan. 1975, Best Young White, Best
White. Grand Champion Fantail of Show. - Bred and owned by Joe and Donna Scha
bert. Mankato. Minn.

CHAMPION FANTAIL

Band No. 234-'76. Champion Young Cock,
Mid America Fantail Club Young Bird
Show. - Bred by Bob Given, St. Louis
Park, Minn.

One of the most popular markings of
Fantails today is the beautiful saddle.
Why? It is ~argely due to the striking
appearance of well marked and colored
saddles of good Fantail quality plus the
'~snowbal1 effect" of saddle breeding and
improvement over ·the past decade. The
snowball effect has been especially evi
dent in the past few years.

By snowbaIl effect I mean as the over
aM quality and number of good saddles
produced has increased thus attracting
more attention, more and more fanciers
have begun seriously breedinging saddles
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Three Views of Champion Blue Fantail
. F t'l B d No 1<45·'75 at the Great Lakes

Three views of the ChamPlotn BIGue ~n rt~tiori~r Jan: 1977. _ Bred and exhibitedFantail Club Meet held at Day on. ran ,
by William A. Warner, Bellevue, OhIO.

cover the wings better in front than the
top whites. You may notice that some of
the other top saddles have larger tails
than the best whites.

But then notice that the very top whites
are superior to the best saddles ~h~x: you
consider overall quality of the mdlVldual
birds.

Overall quality in the individual saddle
is something for which the saddle breeder
should strive. He should not concentrate
on one or two characteristics while ignor
ing the rest.

On the other hand, a brewer can gen
eralize overall quality too much. 0us
losing sight of individual charactenstlcs.
This can result in merely mediocre sad
dles which may have no glaring weak
nesses but have no strong features either.
So it is crucial to keep in mind both
overall quality and individual character
istics without overemphasizing one to
the detriment of the other.

How does a person go about .st:ivi~g

for the many desired charactenstics ill

his own saddle stud from the total sad
dle pool in the least possible .time?

Obviously one should begin with the
"best" saddles available for purchase.
"Best" means not simply outward ap
pearances but even more importantly the
ability to produce good qua1i~ ~oung·
sters. For this reason I suspect It IS bet
ter to buy mediocre appearing saddles
from a breeder who has a long establish
ed stud of fine saddles than it is to buy
somewhat better appearing saddles from
a breeder who rarely ·raises high quality
saddles and whose stud is considerably
poorer overall.

In addition to Jimiting your number of
colors as mentioned earlier (unless you
have lots of time and space) it is help
ful to have a high quality stud of whites
so that you can cross your best whites
with your best saddles to improve the
saddle quality. This may ta~e sev~ral

generations of intelligent mllltings to lID

prove your· saddle stud overall, but the
improvement will likely be greater than
simply mating together mediocre sad·
dles.

Saddles undoubtedly were crossed with
whites by some fanciers long ago. But

CHAMPION BLUE FANTAIL

Champion Blue Fantail, Band No. ~21.'74,
twice at Great Lakes Fantail Meets," 1974
and 1075. Also Grand Champion of GLFC
Meet. First yearling Blue Hen at Central
Fantail Club 50th Anniversary Show at Ma·
·dison, Wis., 1976. - Bred and owned by
Wm. A. Warner, Bellevue, Ohio.
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it is only in the last .half dozen years or
so that whites have been bred into sad
dles by many different bre~ers at once
and this is partly responSible for the
improvement of saddles in recent years.
This And That About Saddles

People often ask what is the main
weakness of saddles. Saddles vary so
widely that it is difficult to generalize.
If required to pick the greatest w~~
ness if there is one, I would say It ·IS

the iack of roundness of body when view-
ed from any angle. .

There are plenty of small bodied sad
dles around but saddles with the desired
ball shaped body are rare. Being small
should not be confused with being round
and ball shaped as is too often the case
with a.IJ colors.

Just how popular are saddles?,If you
consider the number of Fantail club
members who breed saddles they are
very popular indeed and their popularity
continues to increase.

The ideas which many people have had
over the past dozen years and even today
that few saddles are raised or shown or
that there is little competition are myths
which should have been dispelled years
ago.

Even some saddle breeders who rarely
show think saddles are few in number
because they find it hard to find sad
dles for sale. The reason they are hard
to obtain is that the great popular de
mand for saddles exceeds the supply in
spite of <the large number of saddles
raised each year.

Recent Fantail shows attest to the
popularity of the beautiful saddles with
the two largest saddle entries in history
occurring willhin the past one and a half
years.

At Central Fantail Club's "Ray D. Le
Fleur Classic" 50th Anniversary Show
at Madison, Wis. in January of 1976, a
grand total of 102 saddles were exhibite?
Only the whites exceeded the saddles U1

number shown.
A year later 102 saddles ~ere ag~in

shown but this time at the Mld-Amenca
Fantail Club's December, 1976 meet at
LaCrosse, Wis. This was the largest class
in the entire show, even larger than the
whites!

Yes, saddles are more popular today
than ever before. Quality is higher and
competition is stiff.

Today's judges must, and usually are,
giving full consideration to tlle cham
pion saddle when choosing the champion

Fantail of the show. The champion sad
dle is increasingly among the top three
to six colors out of the 15 to 20 colors
at major Fantail shows and correctly so.

Hopefully. before too many year~,

there will be some saddles bred of suffi
cient superior quality to be ch~n as
champion Fantail, not out of chaIiJty. but
because they truly deserve it.

Bodymarks - A Beautiful Fantail
By EARL L. HELMER, Randolph, Wis.

I am one of the many Fantail breed
ers in this counbry who finds pleasure in
breeding some of our less popular colors
and markings. It seems that many of our
top breeders don't want to be troubled
by the task of breeding the less com
mon' what a shame when you stop to
think of the top quality birds they have
available to use in crossing. Take an
dalusian for example, all you need is a
black 0; blue and in several generations
you could be par with the black or blue
classes and how about the bodymarks
outside of Wis., I know of only a handful
of people who are worlill1.g on them. Our
senior breeder in Wis., Ray LaFleur, is
the only one of eight state boys breeding
this beautiful pigeon.

The black bodymark seems to be the
most popular here with andalusian sec
ond. I'm proud to say one of my andalu
sians lent to Dennis Wilson clicked and
the first cross was a perfect marked
andalusian bodymark. I wish my crosses
would have gone as good as I am in my
third cross and have not as yet produced
a perfect marking. If memory serves me
right, Jim Schneider of Viola has so~e

reds and I am working on yeHows this
year for the first time.

For anyone trying to breed bodymarks
I recommend not crossing saddles as you
wHI end up getting white flights and white
on ·the head and this is very hard to
breed out. If you can't find any body
mark breeding stock the next best thing
to do is to obtain birds that just have a
touch of white in the tail and in succes
sive generations the white wiJ..I spread
t,1.roughout the tail.

We have a very difficult task ahead of
us but with enough people working at it
maybe someday we'll see a bodymark
take champion Fantail.

If anyone working on bodymarks would
drop me a note I'd be very happy to hear
about your breeding program and maybe
I could learn a tlUng or two.
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By DR. J. E. GRAY, Richland, Mich.

17 Years Ago - And Today

RUDY GENDRIKOVS

CHAMPION FANTAIL

Red Saddle Young Cock, Band No. 463-'76.
Champion New York State Fantail Fanciers
and 1st Young Cock at Eastern Fantail
Club Winter Show. - Photo by John KiI·
linger, Cleona, Pa.

Pigeons are an essential part of Rudy'S
me. He even works nights so that he will
have more daylight hours to fly his Rol
lers. When you visjt him, it is plain to
see that pigeons are good for Rudy. and
Rudy, being a true fancier, is good for
pigeons. He is one of those rare individ
uals who is totally devoted to the keep
ing of pigeons and, in doing so, has
shared his hobby in many ways with
other fanciers. Recently he has been bost
for the Midwest Roller Club in Kala
mazoo. Looking back to his coming to
America, it was perfectly natural that his
desire to learn about pigeons shoufd have
enable him to read English. Rudy can
give a fine testamonial ,that the keeping
of pigeons is worthwhile and, by the way,
he has also shown that the APJ has more
uses than meets the eye.

Order y:our extra copies now of this
Special Fantail issue, $1 each.

Rudy Gendrikovs of Kalamazoo. Mich••
breeder of flying Rollers and Fantails.
See accompanying article. - Photo from
Dr. Jack E. Gray, Richland, Mich.

young Rollers. His great enjoyment is
in watching the performance of his kits
improve and in selecting youngsters for
breeding pairs the following year. He is
a fil'm believer that a Roller should first
of all be a roller and that its perform
ance in the air is the proof of its worth.

As so often happens, pigeon fanciers
are told where other pigeon fanciers live
in ·their areas. May be their neighbors
think of them as a special bred too. So
Rudy and I became acquainted through
the pigeons. We have attended a number
of shows together and Rudy gradually
got "eyes" for ,the Fanta±!. It was plain
to see that he was becoming a convert
to the "Queen of the Fancy" and would
soon need an additioo On his loft. As he
telJs it, it took a bit of doing by way of
discussions in the kitchen to convince
his wife ,that a bigger pigeon operation
and more hours in the coop were coming.
As it turned out, Rudy's deep urge to
raise pigeons must have been the decid
ing factor because soon a new room was
built in front of the Roller loft and Rudy
was on his way with Fantails. This past
faJl he tcok some of his birds to the Na
tional Young Bird Show in Louisville. His
young powdered blues also placed well at
the National Show in Dayton.

By REED W. KINZER, Lancaster, Pa.

I suppose it's a sign of old age when new members of the Fancy.
you reminisce but it hardly seems pos- It was about that time that Harry
s1ble that it has been over 17 years since Mundey, then President of EFC, appoint-
I received a letter from Gerald Champ ed Clint WHbur and Ray Ostrander as a
asking me to assist him in getting ads committee to draft a revision of the
and articles for the first APJ Fantail Fantail Standard, and now in 1977, we
Special from members of the Eastern are ready for another revision.
Fantail Club. That was in January, 1960 In comparing the March issues of the
and the Special was scheduled for March, APJ for 1961 and 1977, it is interesting
1961. It didn't seem to be such a formid- to note, that each had the same num-
able task then, but it proved to be a ber of pages even though the '77 issue
wise decision on his part to begin more was not devoted to a Special Breed. But
than a year prior to publication date as this is about the only similarity. The
getting articles from the then famous overall quality has improved tremen-
Fantail breeders was Jike pulling teeth. dously, the printing, quality of paper,

I w211 remember Elisha Hanson's reply format, and the magazine, thariks to
to my request for a history of Fantails Frank Hollmann, ha,s come a long way
in America. It began, "Dear Reed, you in 16 years.
must think I am somewhat of a genius. By comparing the classified ads in the
It certainly would take cne to sit down two issues, it will be seen that some
and write the history of Fantails of breeds are apparently slipping in popu-
America out of his head". Nevertheless ,latity while others are gaining. Fantails
he came through with a marvelous seven always seem to be popular but in March
page article (APJ March '61, page 96). '61 Kings had 19 ads, while now only 8;
Others of the Eastern Club who contri- whereas Jacobins had no ads and now
buted fine articles were: Bob Kingkinger, 12.
Forrest Strawbridge, Ray Ostrander, And in looking at my own ad of 16
Karl Andrae, Bob Boehland, John Bolton, years ago, my wife no longer raises
and several others. Kings, nor I Yellow Saddle Fans, but

Since then several of t"Jese great men everything else is the same except
have passed on, but they will never be "Powdered SMvers" are now officialoly
forgotten as they devoted so much time, called "Powdered Blues" and that Httle
money, and enthusiasm to the Fantail gkl in diapers has just finished her first
and guidance and encouragement to the year of college.

Rudy GendrBkoys - An American the APJ Way

My friend Rudy was born in Latvia
but I have come to understand him as
a fiTst-rate American. It is most appro
priate thaJt Rudy's success story be told
in the American Pigeon Journaf because
of the unusual role the Journal plaYed in
his becoming an American. When Rudy
came to Kalamazoo after World War II,
his desire for pigeons returned just as
it has for many a fancier who has had
pigeons as a boy. His desire to Jearn
about pigeons was so great that he read
the APJ articles over and over. At first
he could only read a few words and he
guessed at some of the meanings. But
gradually, perhaps without fully realizing
it, he got the necessary practice he need
ed to learn English. You might say he
learned English the painless way by read
ing the APJ. Pouring over the monthly
issues of the Journal paid double divid
ends for Rudy, he became an American
and he developed his hobby of flying Rol
lers.

The varieties of pigeons Rudy had in
Latvia are mostly unknown in America.
As a boy, he had enjoyed watching pi
geons f,ly, so it was n:ltural that he set
,tled on the Roller for his hobby. His in
terest in pigeons has grown steadily so
that now each year he raises hundreds of
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By ERV BEYRAU, O'Fallon, MOo

By BETTY LITTLE, St. Louis, Mo.

POULTRY PRESS

"Domesticated Pigeons Do Not Carry
Or Spread Diseases to Human .Belngs"

By WENDELL M. LEVI
'This pamphlet gives the informatio.n you

need to refute the argument about pIgeons
carrying diseases. Reprinted from January
1960 Issue of APJ. Limited number of
copies available. Price 50c. AL

AMERICAN PIGEON JOURN
Box 286. Warrenton, Mo.• 63383

American
Pigeon Journal
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"America's Oldest Established Poultry
Newspaper." Serving the Poultry. Bantam
and waterfowl breeders of A~erlca for
over a Half Century. News, VIews. and
Show winnings. Advertising Rates on reo
quest. 1 year (12 issues $5. 2 years $9.
3 years $12. Free samples). k P 17405
Box 947.J. Yor, a .•
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. .~,~~;t!,~d~,~~~!.
Blues, S'i1vers, Creams, Mealies, •
powdered .silvers, Bodymarks in
Black, Andalusian and Yellow.

Earl A. Helmer
537 Center St.,

Randolph, Wis., 53956
Phone: 414-326-3787 after 6 p.m.

Member: Central Fantail Club and
Badger Fantail Club

WARRENTON, MO.

Advertising Rates
Display Advertising, per inch, $5.00'
4 to J2 Inches. per Inch $4.95

12 to 24 inches, per Inch $4.90
24 to 48 !nchel!. per Inch $4.85
48 to 96 Inches. per Inch H·80

..96 to 192 Inches. per inch .75
192 or more Inches. per Inch .70
2 Inches '10.00

: ~~~: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~:~g
One col. (9 inches) 44.55
Two col. (18 inches) 811.20
Half paie (13¥> In.) 66.15
Full pa~e (27 Inches) 130.95

AU advertising CASH WITH ORDER un
len contract Is sllffied. No fractional Inches
accepted.

August forms close July I
........_ _ (

American ~;
Helmet Ass'n .

Due. $5
Juniors $2.50

Ii!lllht Districts, world-wide member·
thlp. District, Sectional. Annual shows.
lulletln.

MYRON BERGER, Pres.
N. 6809 M..-ket,

Spokane, Wuh" 9~07

DARRELL BRAMHALL, Sec.
1086 12th St. N.E.,

show was to be held.
After getting settled in our room. our

first action was to check out the show
1'oom. Nothing had been set up as yet but
before long, as the Fantail people began
to arrive, the place began to have the
familiar look of a stage being set for a
big show. We suddenly realized just how
tired we were and decided that a good
night's sleep would do much to prepare
us for the hustle-bustle of activity that
would be in full swing the next morning.
Did I say sleep? Harry was up most of
the night and I knew he was concerned

(Continued ?"n page 498) .

until they are fully matured to see if
they might develop in to what we all hope
for, a show winner. This is really an ad
vantage as you have more birds to select
from at the end of the breeding season.

If you want type and marking your
trouble is twofold. You might get the
show type but the marking ds wrong.
Then they can go the other way, the
marking is perfect but the bird has no
type. This is what makes the breeding
of Fantails so interesting. Always looldng
ahead, the next youngster could be this
year's show winner.

I believe the Competition in the shows
is greaJt but I would like to see the mark
ed Fantail get his fuU dues. If I raise 50
white or any other solid colored Fantail
I can select from them all. If I ra·ise 50
body or tailmark Fantails, I will prob
ably have 20 or less to select from, be
cause of .the markings. So you see the
fanoier that. raises a bird with onJy one
color has quite an advantage. Don't you
agree? .

I beHeve the Fantail Standard should
show more points for markings. What do
you think?

There have been many Fantail shows
in the past and all of them have been
grand but there are none that I will re
member quite as vividly as the Ray D.
LaFleur Fantail Classic.
. The beginning, a suspense filled trip
over 600 miles of ice and snow covered
highways, held little promise for the
events to follow. After slipping and slid
ing into' Madisoh, in the bone chilling,
sub-zero cold of a' Wisconsin winter, Bob
'Cook, Jim Ellebracht, Harry and I, in
.a wagon loaded to the limit with luggage
and Fantails, finally found our way to
the Holiday Inn,' Southeast where the

Red, White and Blue and the Fiftieth Too

Prize Winning Canadian Fantails
First bird. Champion Fantail. Band No. 970-'74. Best White, Canadian Fantail Young

Bird Show with 95 Fantails competing. Bred by Egon Thiel, Canada. Owned by Robert
Stephens, Canada. Second bird. Reserve Champion Fantail. Young Hen, Band No.
214-74. Best Blue. Canadian Fantail Club Annual Show, Dec. 1974. with 95 Fantails
competing. Bred by Paul McNorgan. Canada. Third bird, Best Black, Champion Canadian
Fantail Club Annual Show Meet. Jan. 1975 with 150 Fantails competing. Old Hen. Band
No. 173-'73. Bred by Paul McNorgan, Canada. - Photos by Michael Boyd. Brampton. Onto
Canada.

Marked Fantails Provide AChallenge

I was asked if I would like to write an
article about my favorite subject, the
Fantail pigeon. I have raised Fantails

·for many years, and was very fortunate
to have pictures of my Fantails and Body
marks in one of the best books on pigeons
·that was ever published, "The Encyclope
dia of Pigeon Breeds", written by the
late Wendell M. Levi.

The pictures were taken by H. P.
Mackllin for Mr. Levi at the National Pi
geon Show held here in St. Louis in 1963.
The president. of the St. LoUis Metropo
litan Pigeon Club at that time was James
E. Conway, who has just been elected the
new mayor of St. Louis. If he runs the
city like he did our club, St. Louis will
really be 011 the map. I have never In
-my life seen a better organizer or a bet
ter liked person than Jim.
· But .to get on with the subject, I raise
the marked Fantail because it is more of
a challenge and I have aJways liked birds
with a lot of color. If you could see my
.loft of. birds you will agree.

Breeding for show in a solid color you
have only one obstacle in front of you,
show type. All the young can be saved

;For JUly, 1~77 '. '_ ,age~49'f,
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will launch some programs that will have
very important, long-range implicatiom
for every pigeon fancier in the country."

For several yeal'S the APFC has re
ceived financial support from virtually
every pigeon organization in ,the country,
so now the "kitty" is finally up to a' size
that amounts to something. Those whc
have attended in past years have heard
a number of discussions as to the best
use of these funds, for the benefit of the
pigeon sport, hobby, business as a whole.
It is fair to predict that at this year's
meeting some definite actions will be:
establishment of a permanent pigeon Hall
of Fame and Museum, pigeon science re
search and an on-going committee to
counsel pigeon people on govemment
aotivities.

Yet it would be wrong to portray the
APFC as pure seriousness. Those who
have attended previous meetings will tell
you: one of the key features of these
meetings is the personal contact one has
with new friends from some other phase
of the pigeon world and learning, not just
how he does things, but the enjoyment
he receives from his birds, his way.

So whatever your interest in pigeons,
if you take them seI"iously, you really
should make this meeting. No formal
sponsorship or dues are required. There's
oothmg to join. Just come. A1I you pay
is a $5 registration fee per person.

Ralston Purina Co. will host a smorgas"
bord dinner for all registrants on Saturday
night, followed by musical entertainment.
Y'all come!

Note by Editor. - Due to a recent fire
having damaged part of the coffee shop
and meeting room of the Ramada Inn,
arrangemeI1Jl:s have been made to hold
the various sessions at the King Inn, next
door east of the Ramada Inn. The dinner
to be given by ,the Radston Purina Co. on
Saturday evening, July 30, will also be
held at the Kings Inn. However, specia:I
rates for .rooms at the Ramada Inn will
still prevail. Address of the Kings InJ) is
9600 Natural Bridge Rd., St. Louis, Mo.,
63134.

Red, White and Blue and the 50th Too
(Continued from page 497)

about the success of this show.
Harry was up early and off to the

showroom. I got there sometime later
and was greeted by a sight not usually
seen at pigeon shows, a beautifully de
corated hall, one alI done up in the bi
centennial theme. As you know, it was not
only the 50th anniversary of the Central
Fantail Club butaIso the 200th anniver
sary of the birth of our nation. The place
was ablaze with our countries colors with
its red, white and blue bunting and
streamers. This was truly a great cele
bration, one that the many Fantail fan
ciers, ,their families and their friends,
would never forget! There was one fel
low there 'that seemed to be the center

By TANNER S. CHRISLER, St. Louis, MOo

Program Set For American Pigeon Fancier's Council

The 8th Annual Convention of the
American Pigeon Fanciers Council will be
held July 29, 30 and 31, 1977, at the
Ramada Airport Inn in St. Louis.

Whatever your involvement with pi
geons is, if you take it seriously, you
should ser,iously consider attending this
conference. This is the only meeting of
this kind held in our country, that con
centrates on all the things aU pigeon peo
ple have in common, rat,er than the
small things that tend to make them go
apart in different directioos.

From Friday evening until Sunday
noon, the sessions will be packed with
talks and demonstrations on topics that
concern us all. The subject matter will
cover ·the full spectrum, from nutrition
to foreign reIa,tions, from genetics to
taxonomy, from keeping your birds heal
thy to the latest in behavioral and navi
gational studies, from features that tell
how a racing pigeon flier gets the most
from his sport to features thaJI: tell how
a show breed exhibitor gets his kicks,
from a progress report on the junior fan
Diers to a progress report on public and
government relations. And Saturday,
while the pigeon people are in the meet
ings, there will be a sightseeing and shop
ping tour for their spouses, conducted by
Mrs. Mary Hatchard, to some of the
more interesting places around this old
city.

The staT-studded program includes men
from alI areas of expertise: Dr. William
T. Keeton, Ithaca, N.Y.; Dr. W. F. Hol
lander, Ames, la.; Dr. Wiliner Miller,
Ames, la.; Dr. John 1. Skinner, Madison,
Wis.; Dr. Earl Hanebriok, Jonesboro,
Ark.; Don Roscoe, Kasota, Minn.; David
Rinehart, Tallmadge, Ohio; Johnnie
Blaine, Hutchinson, Kans.; Dr. Fred Pfaff,
St. Louis, Mo.; William A. Bonwell, Jr.;
Wichita, Kans.; James A. Ruzek, Berwyn,
TIl.; Thomas Rood, Shelbyville, III.; Tan
ner S. Chrisler, St. Louis Mo.; Harry L.
Little, St. Louis, Mo.

From time to time, I have heard peo
ple ask, aside from hearing speeches and
question-and-answer sessions, what else
does ,the American Pigeon Fanciers'
Council do? That's a fair question, and I
have a feeling that this year the Council

Write to:

Gagne Bros.

Free Catalog

~
t;

",' ~:. '. ~ '.'...... ~'

English
Trumpeter

Yours For The Asking.

W~'re anxious to serve you, send for yOUT' copy todayl

Teddy Hull

Heat Transfer

House Of Champions
All Standard Colors

Frank S. Donato's Loft
22932 Covello St.,

,Canoga Park, Calif., 91307

Oriental Rollers

PIGEON FANCI'ER,SI Here's your
chance to show off your breed. You,
as an individual', or your club, as a
group, can purchase these iron-on,
color, pictures of the breed of your
choice! Easy to apply. Put them on
tee-shirts or jackets. Show everyone
what pigeon breeding is all about!

Send Stam.p For Price List

" :
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525 N. Martel Ave.,
Los Angeles, Calif., 90036

~ ..
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of attention. It was none other than Ray
LaFleur and he seemed to be having
the time of his life. We were very happy
£or him.

There were happy greetings all around
and a spirit of togetherness that I had
never seen before but hope to see again
and again! I was impressed with the
Canadians who had come to help us
celebrate and with the spirit that pre
vails wherever Fantail people get to
gether. When someone says, "Who was
that pigeon I saw your husband with last
night?" I know it must have beeo one
of those little cuties like 4968 or 505, two
of his favorites.

As much as I enjoyed the show and the
things that were going on all around me,
I couldn't help but see and feel the sa
tisfaction that all the work Harry had
done in preparing for this show had not
been in vain. This was truly the greatest
Fantail show that had ever been held!

My proudest moment was yet to come.
At the banquet, which was held on Sa
turday night, Harry was presented with
the "Member of the Year" plaque. It
was the second he had gotten as he had
also been so honored by the Mid-America
Fantail Club only one month earlier. I
know he is just as proud of these two
awards as he is of any trophy he has
ever received. Earlier that same year
.he had received a beautiful pin and com
mendation from the Fantail Club of West
Germany for being one who had done
the most toward the improvement of the
West German Fantails.

An added pleasure was the shopping
t<lUr that Marlys and Janet Dry and I
took ,the time for. We helped to boost the
economy in Madison and I am sure the
store people weren't too happy to see us
leave. These shopping tours are one of
the highlights of the shows for many of
the women who attended.

I have come to the conclusion that if
we can get all people of all nations into
the Fantail hobby, the world will be a
much better place in which to live!

.All in all, the great dassic was such a
delightful affair 'that I will always re
member it as a happy, happy time!

A Great Star't In Fantails
By JEFF CLARK. Age 13, Omaha, Neb.

I pW'chased my first pair of Fantails
about four years ago after a brief talk
at the Nebraska Sl:aJte Fair Show with
Steve Maoy. It was then I knew that I had
to have some.

Steve May has got me. into showing
qllallity Fantails, and has helped me in
many ways. I am now showing at the
major shows and have done pretty well.

He has introduced me to the fine peo
ple that are at these shows and has taken
the time and consideration to answer my
many questions.

I would like to thank you Steve, also
Rod Hatcher, Tom Prittchett, Gus Wal
dusky, my parents, my grandparents,
and the rest of you that have helped and
advised me.

For July, 1971

;:, 1

Western Fantail Club j

The Club Dedicated to Friendship and Fantails

Annual Show Champions Since 1970

1970 - Black OH ....".. -Dennis Soares - Fresno, Calif.
1971 - Powder Blue OH - Dan Tennyson - San Jose, Calif.

1972 - Powder Blue OH - Gus Waldusky - Tulare, Calif.
1973 - White OC - Richard Verissimo - San Jose, Calif.

1974 - Powder Blue OH - Dan Tennyson - San Jose, Calif.
1975 - White YC - Doug Gillespie - Fresno, Calif. (Grand National)

1976 - White OH - Dennis Soares - Fresno, Calif.-
1977 - - Maybe You- San Jose, Calif.

Show With Us In San Jose and Enjoy A Fantail Show.
Judge Dennis Soares

President, Richard Verissimo

Secretary, Dennis Soares
3979 Wakefield. Chino. Calif,. 91710

Dues Only $3.00 per year
............................................................................................................

............................................................................................................~~
Garden State Variety Pigeon Fanciers Ass'n

Young Bird Open Show - Sunday, October 161h

Annual Open Show - Sal. and Sun., Dec. 3-41h
Saldarlni VFW Hall, 522 38th St., Union City, N.J.

Secretary J. WILLIAMS

59 W. Tryon Ave., Teaneck, N.J., 07666

~............•...............................................................................................
~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••c •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••'"

Greater .Sacramento Pigeon Club
Sacramento, Calif. - "Friendliest Club In the West"

July 17, 1977 - "Flrecl"QCker Special"
National Guard Armory, Sacramento, Calif.

September 4-5-6, 1977 - ,California State Fair Pigeon Show
Cal Expo, Sacramento, Calif.

December 10-11, 1977 - Annual Fall Classic
National Guard Armory, Sacramento, CaUf.

For Information Contact:
CARL RODEGERDTS, Show Chairman
3 Sequoia PI., Woodland, Calif., 95695

Phone: 916·662-2972
:' " ••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••I
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Fantails Of Quality

Saluting the Queen of the Fancy

Dr. and Mrs. Wm. M. Lynch
420 Pittman St., Richardson, Texas, 75081

Phone: 214-235-3861
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In
Blue and Silver

WHITE FANTAIL

White Young Cock, Band No. 6·'76, Best~
Fantail 1976 Canadian Fantail Club Young
Bird Show. Bred by Ken Chambers, Harley,
~~~~~:o.c:n~OJ:. from Robert B. Stephens,

Breeders and iExhibitors

Member: Central, Mid-America and Great Lakes

Fantail Clubs

"'....•......................................................................................................

Breeding Silver and Blue Fantails
By BOB EVANS, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

In 1916 the late Elisha Hanson pro- The parents were remated and never
puced the first good silver Fantail ever produced another siJver. The silver hen
seen or bred in America. It was a hen was mated to a light colored blue cock.
bred f·rom a pair of blues and as Mr. This mating produced two light blue
lIansOl1 stated later she was far ahead oocks. The 'lightest of the two cocks was
of her time in both type and color. Al- mated back to Us mother producing two
though she was entered in the top shows, young silver hens.
she never won a prize. How to proceed In 1919 the process of inbreeding con-
with her in establishing a stud of both tinued; ithe old hen back to her son who
blues and silvers built around this hen had produced the two sHver hens, the
was the question. better of the young silver hens to her

Visitors From Germany With Bud Hagan
First picture, left to right: Gunter Adams. West Germany, Bud Hagan, Lquisvllle, Ky.

'and E!nst Heuterkes. West Germany. Second picture, Gunter Adams Inspecting a Yellow '
Fantail. - Both plctunls taken at tllli! 1975 National Young Bird Show by Bud Hagan,
~ouisvllle, Ky.

blue half brother. These matings produc
ed silver in both cocks and hens. Later
Mr. Hanson said his success with the
family of blues and silvers was the aban
donment of the original parents and his
not using the blue father with his silver
daughter. He also stated the fine silver
cocks he produced when mating to blue
hens produced more silvers than blues. I
find it true a'iso. Mr. Hanson bred blue
to blue, silver to silver, and silver to
blue with the same fine results I have
had too.

In 1960 I wrote Mr. Hanson who was in
ill health at the time to see if I could
purchase a few pairs of his birds. It
wasn't until 1961 and many letters that
Mr. Hanson called me to find out what
I wanted. He agreed to send me three
pairs of <blues and siJIvers. After spend
ing a large part of the family fortune to
obtain them, they arrived. There were
a pair of blues, full brother and sister, a
pair of silvers and a blue cock and a sH
vel' hens. Mr. Hanson sent me a silver
cock later along wJth instructions on how
to mate what I had and some real helpful
hints on how to proceed.' They were the
last he was to seloJ. He died shortly after.

Mr. Hanson's birds were sent to his,
son's home after his death. Mr. Hanson's •
son was not as interested in them as his
father. The birds were housed in a tool
shed and gradually died off, the last being
sent to a pet shop. To this day I've never
introduced another bird i~to them. I've
sent them to many others and they have
done well as they have for me.

I am now in the process of retiring and'
am not certain if 1'111 be able to coritinue
with them as I may re-locate and be un
able to keep them. If so I hope some one
else will carry on with this fine strain of,
blue and silver Fantai!ls and keep, the
strain intact as we have before.

~~ge,~OO; American Pigeon Journal;
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Also German Color Pigeons

5238 La Madera Ave.,
EI Monte, Calif., 91732

, leon Stephens

We Had Champion Fantail At:
1975 Pageant - 200 Birds

Judge, Rod Hatcher, low~

1976 Pageant - 200 Birds
Judge, AI Kreuter, New York
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Fantails

~ ",'

"Sunshine Classic" !.:
..;;....~.lk><\ :~:

"":...... ::'
December 10-11,1977 ::

Court of Flags Resort, Orlando, Fla. i:::::
Southeast's Largest Show

Pigeons, Sun and Dis{ley World - Room rates you won't believe

Contact: Steve Olsen', Show Sec.
6023 48th Ave. Dr. East,Bradenton, Fla., 33508

Phone: 813-755-8166
Sponsored By:

Florida Gulf Coast Pigeon Club - Steve Olsen, Show Sec.
Florida Sta'te Pigeon Fanciers Ass'n - Frank Varriello, Show Sec.

CentTal Florida Pigeon ,Fanciers Ass'n - Leo Ferron, Show Sec.

l·· ···· ··~;~~~~~·~:;:;ii~:~~;~;:~~~~~·:~ ..· ·· ~

33rd Annual Summer ,Show - August 21,1977 -:.
York Interstate Fairgrounds, York, Pa. -~"

Entry fee: $3.00 first 4 birds, 50c every bird t,hereafter ".
. Entry deadline: August ,10, 1977 "

Featuring: A Raffle of general gifts, pigeon supplies and pigeons.
Also a catered meal.

Note: Show date is Aug. 21 this year, not the last Sunday of July,
i1S it has always been.

Send Correspondence and Entries To:
EARL SHEAFFER, JR.

288 W. Franklin St., Ephrata, Pa., 17522
Phone: 1-717-733-4626

Come Join us for an enjoyable day with your hobby and·frlendsl
.A ~~ •.•••.;.~••••••••• • it.' .

THE KINGKINGER LOFT

Home of the Kingkinger Fantails.
Photo from Robert R. Kingklnger, Sinking
Spring, Pa.

MR. AND MRS. BEN RICKErrTS

Ben and Ann Ricketts of Brackenfel,
South Africa enjoying lunch in the Fantail
Section of the 1976 National Young Bird
Show at Louisville. Ky. - Photo from Bud
Hagan, Louisville, Ky.

The Ray D. LaFleur Fantail Classic
By BOB COOK, Troy, III.

How do you go about celebraJl:ing the
50th anniversary of what most of us con
sider the Number One Fantail Club in the
world? Certainly you want it to be some
thing speda! silice you have this oppor
tUnity .only once in a. lifetime. First of
all' §TOU would want the best team of of
ficers and comrnitJtee chairmen possible.
Obviously we had jUst that. I would like
t6 give recognition to those people but
sure'as .the world I would leave someone
out. Actually it took the c<KlP6ration of
hundreds of fanciers and their families to
make it· the tremendous success <that it
",<as: We. w.anted every. Fantail. fancier in
the world to have an opportunity to be a
p'll:rfofthis'great ev:erit regardless of club
affiliatlion. '

What do you call a show like this?
Without :even trymg I can think of about
50 people deserving of this honor. It was
d~cided that it would be called the "Ray
D. LeFleur Fantail Classic". Ray LeFleur
is a fine gentleman and truly deserving
of the honor. And did he ever show us
a thing or two about raising and mow
ing Fantails! He had Reserve Champion
Fantail with a Silver Old Hen; Reserve
White; Champion and ,three firsts in
Blacks; two firsts in Silvers and many
high placings in most colors. It was truly
a R y LaFleur day!

The place for this event was Madison,
Wis., at the Holiday Inn. The show was
large, well Lighted and well managed.
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Best Wishes
To All Fantail Fanciers From The 7th District Director

National Saddle Fantail Club

c. A. Bozarth
818 Kinsley, Winslow, Ariz., 86041

Southwest's Largest Breeder and

Exhibitor of Top Quality

Saddles and S,olids
,..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••11•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••1'
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Fantails
Fine Whites

Breeder and Exhibitor

J. R. Getty
9808 St. Julians Lane, Richmond, Va., 23233

, .. ,.~.'.," '''', ..'~"------~~~~~~'"~.~............................................................................................................
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Thousands 01 dogs and Clts are killed each ye.r
by automobiles because the motorist fall to see
them at night In time to slow or stop.
COLLAR REFLEX can benseenon yourdog oreal
200 feet or more away.
Warns and allows any motorist enough time 10
stop.
Allo mUIll-colored collar gives your pet a new
different dressed up beauliful look lor daytime
wear. Collar comes with or without ilea,lIce or lick
protection. .

PET COLLAR SIZES
9,11,13,15, 17, 1~, 20 inch, •••• $5.99
24 Inch , ..•.•••• '.' $6.99
SEND CHECK 9R MONEY ORDER

TO:
COLLAR REFLEX

249 West Jackson Street
Rialto, California 92376

".••...•.................._ _..
Pigeon Supplies

6 Dummy Nest Eggs ...__ _ $1.00
Plastic Message Holder _ _ .80
50 Tablet~ Emtryl 30 mg _.. 4.95
314 Oz. pkg. Emtryl 5.00
9:1h in. Aluminum bobs, ea. .40
12 14 in. Aluminum bobs, ea. __ .50
Pedigree Blanks (per 25) 1.50
Loft Register _.._ .60
Disposable syringe each _ .15

See Our Ad On Back Cover For More
Products. Above Items Sent Post Paid.

Feeders. fountains. traps, nest bowls
and many other items for the pigeon
raiser listed in free supply catalog.
Send 10 cent and a stamp to cover
handling.

SHOW KINGS
All COLORS

Harry E. Brown
CNctI Lltlht c.urf'. MancMstar, lowi. 52057
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Show &Go Pigeon Mineral
Excelle.t dietary supplement I No mlldn;.

no fUll. 1 lit. Pkg.. '1.50 plul poatage 12 !IJ.
wt.J. a PktII. fer $4.10 plue politi•• (4 lb.
wt.}.

CHAS. II.Olll & ION
1011 E. Mldllie St., South Ilgln. III•• '8117

Foy's Pigeon' Supplies
Dept. PJ, Box 27166,

Golden Valley, Minn., 55427
,.•••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••_~._•••••••1Ii

Wanted. - We need copfes of the follow·
ing lss'Ues for our files: January 1973.
October 1974 and October 1976. Will pay
$1 each. - American PIgeon Journal. Box
278. Warrenton. Mo.• 68383. (If)

American Pigeon Journal
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a~~:l3ird :Bgeon 0uflJ I

Tramisol Wormer
For hair worms and round worms.

0.46 oz. makes 48 gal $7.00

Piperazine Wormer for Poultry
For large round worms.

8 oz:. liquid $3.00

Terramycin Injectable
A broad·spectrum, fast acting anti·

biotic (treats same illness as powder).
50 mil. vial $3.50
100 cc $6.50

Terramycin Egg Formula
Increases fertility. hatchability and

livability. Improves shell strength. Can
be used continuously as a disease pre
vention. Combines antibiotic and vita·
mlns.
4 oz. jar makes 320 gal. $ 5.75
8 oz. Jar $10.73

Neo-TelTamycln SOluble Powder
wlvltamlns

Preventative treatment. control of
chronic respiratory diseases. Early mor·
tality in squabs due to specific dlseues.
1 pack $3.25

Tylan Plus Neomycin ,Eye Powder
(Antibiotic)

For treatment of eye-cold or wound.
20 ram puffer $2.50
2 puffers $4.50

Tyian Plus Vitamins
For bronchitis, rattles and penu·

monla. Helps to eliminate mucous In
throat.
125 gram '.8 oz $12.00

Tylan Injectable 200
Faster acting than a water treatment.

Effective In treatment of respiratory
diseases and one·eye cold.
10 cc vial $2.25

Tylan Injectable 50
Is >;4 as strong as 200. Is euler to

measure dosage. Less shock to birds
system.
100cc vial $12.00

We Handle Many Other Items - Nest Bowls 
Fountains - Automatic Waters, Feeders - Band•

- Carrying and Shipping Boxes - Etc•

Send For Free Brochure

For Airmail DelJevery Add $1.00 For Orders Up To 1 lb.
.75 per lb. Over 1 lb.

Terntmycln Soluble Powtler
(Antibiotic)

For cotds and Infection. Good for fol·
low UP treatment.
6.4 oz:. pack .. $1.25
3 $7.75

Emtryl Sol. Powder (Dlmetrldazole)
For canker treatment and prevention.

1 pack 6.42 oz. .. $ e.OO
3 packs $23.00

Emtryl Capsule (Dlmetrldazole)
For canker treatment and prevention.

50 capsules $ 4.50
150 capsules $12.50

GaJllmycin (Erythromycfn)
For chronic respiratory disease (My·

coplasma·Ga II ispetlcum).
1 pack 3.53 oz: $4.50

Combiotic Injectable
Penicillin and streptomycin. For

wound,. Infections. bacteria and res·
plratory disease.
10 cc vial $1.75
100 cc vial....................... $4.50

Aureomycin Soluble Powd..
(Antibiotic).

For prevention. treatment or control
of chronic respiratory disease. Aids In
treatment of colds and sneezing, para'
typhoid. coccidiosis. wing paralysis. 'eg
paralysis.
6.4 oz pack $3.25
S $8.25

Aureomycin Tabl&ts
Same as powder. Easler to treat In·

dlvldual bird.. .
100 $ 2.50
1000 $18.00

All Prices Include Shipping
(NFZl Nitrofurazone Water

Treatment
For treatment of paratyphoid and

coccidiosis.
5.8 oz. 25 gal. treatment $1.75
, $4.50

2 $4.25

Prices Subject To Change Without Notice

Order By Phone, Or Mall

All Orders Shipped Promptly

United Parcel Service In U.S.

Nostress
With electrolyte. vitamin and peni·

cillin and streptomycin.
Makes 50 gal. . $2.50

Brewer Yeast Tab
With Minerals. Add pep and stimu

lates appetite When bird Is down. Hal
vitamin B·G and Minerals.
100 tablets $1.75
2 bottles ~oo

Headstart Vitamin and
Minerai Sol. Mix

Aids health improved feather condl·
tlon and sheen.
4 oz. makes 50 gal $2.25

Vapona Stripes
To hang In loft. A convenient way to

control lice.
1 $2.25

Vitamin A Capsules
General disease resistant vitamin.

100 capsules $2.00
2 bottles $3.50

Wheat Germ 011 Capsules
Source of vitamin E A. and D. Gives

a boost and aids healing. Aids In fer·
tllity.
100 capsules 3 minims $2.00
2 bottles $3.50

Cod Liver 011 Capsules
General body builder has vitamin A

and O.
100 capsules $1.75
2 bottles $3.00

Louse or Mite Powder 4% Malathion
1 lb. shaker can $2.00
3 lb. shaker can $5.25

Roost Paint & Cage Spray
Kon·Trold or Six Brand

For lice and mite.
1 .pint can $2.75
2 cans $5.00

Order From: Tom Hughes
Add tax in Calif. Only

P.O. Box 732. Union City. Calif•• 94587 Member of NPA (Also sell NPA bands) .

L :..~.?~~.:.~.~.~:~.?~.:~~.~.? :~~:~~.~~.:~~~ ..1
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American crest Association - Promoting
Gjant and Min,ature Crests. For Information
\\irite Gary L. Ramey. 7155·D Redwood Re
treat Road. Gilroy.. Calif.. 95020 (976·877)

AMERICAN GIANT HOMERS

Show and Squab Producers. - Robert
Kremer. 825 west Front, Plainfield. N.J.,
07063 (777·678)

~merican Giant Homer Association. Inc. 
For further information write Secretary.
Stephen Worl. Box 621, Glenrock, Wyo..
82637 (777·678)

show and Stock Birds - Most colors. Also
l"ed and white show Kings. - Joseph
Phillips. 1105 Garfield st., Hobart. Ind.,
46342 (277·178)

Quality Show and Stock Birds - Most
colors. Satisfaction J!uaranteed, Had Cham
pion and Best Opposite Sex at LouisvUle
Y'oung Bird Show 1976. Shipping no pro
blem. - A & B Loft~. 518 Philtower Bldg.
Tj.tlsa. Okla .. 74103. AC-918-743·8114 (377-2781

AMERICAN SHOW RACERS

Show Racers - Four mated pairs $80. 704
596.3243 (577-777)

Most Colors - Including Rares. Write needs
enclosing stamp please. - Richard Burger.
5046 Ogletown-5tanton Road. Newark. Dela
ware, 19713. 302-994-0508 (677·877)

American Show Racers Ass'n - BI-monthly
bulletins. fellowship and fun. Dues $5.
Orrie Moore. Sec.-Treas.. Route 1. Box 398,
Longbranch. Wash.. 98351. Band distribu
tor: Glenn Motzkus. 2497 Beverly st.. Salt
Lake City. Utah. 84106 (1076·977)

ANTWERP SMERLE

Antwerp Smerle - Bred from lmported
lo'!.ock $50 pair. - Leon Mees, 13163 Pipe
line. Chino. Callf .• 91710 (177-1277)

ARCHANGELS

Archangels - All known colors, excellent
o.uality. $10 per pair. - Irving· Crothers,
Sapulpa. Okla. (777)

BANTAMS
:

20 Assorted Purebred Bantams $20. Meat
and layer breeds. Free price list. Sta.mp
please. "'- Woody's Loft. Route 1, Shawnee.
Okla.. 74801. 405-273·0482 (677-877)

Bantams - Silkies. 9 varieties Pollsh. state
exact needs. Stamp - Dick Greubel, Box
442. Route 5. Duncansville, Pa. 16635.
PhOne: 814-695·5169 (577-777)

BOOKS

Largest Stock In The World. - Pigeon
books. Send 25c for list. - Neuerburg.
12615 Chandler Blvd., North Hollywood,
Callf.. 91607 (677·877)

Wanted - Pigeon books. APK's, APJ's.
for my collection. - Tom McCaig, 2761
Garona Drive. Hacienda Heights, Calif.•
91745. Phone: 213-3~o-2743 (577·478)

"1966 Fantail Yearbook" - We have lo
cated a limited number of copies $10 each
while they last. - Rod Hatcher. Box 136.
Route 1. New Virginia, Iowa. 50210 (777·977)

The Book "Plgeons & Doves of the World"
by Goodwin $24.95. Also birds and equip·
ment. Our catalogue $1. - Northwest
Farms. Box 3003PA. Portland. Ore.• 97208

. . (677-877)
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Trade Pigeon Keepers for White Show
Quality Indian Fantails. - English. Box
1942. Jacksonville, Texas. 75766 (677-877)

Wanted - Books on pigeons, poultry and
game birds. One or a collection. - John
Norris. Box 442, Paoti, Pa.• 19301 (277-178)

Tumbler, The Long Face Clean Leg.
Several copies for sale $30 post free. 
G. L. Clark. 106 Bealey Ave .• Christchurch.
New Zealand. (577·777)

Looking For Old Pigeon Books for my pi
geon book library. one or all that you
have. Also have some doubles for sale. 
John Izzo, 1400 Thompson Drive. Bayshore,
New York, 11706 (577·777)

Guide To Pigeons Of The World. 1977 A.
McNeillie. illustrated in colour. 160 pages
hard cover $9. paperback $4.95. Free llst.
- Fanclers Specialty Co., Paris. Ont.,
Canada. N3L 3E3 (677·877)

Looking For Old Pigeon Books for my pi·
~eoiJ. library. one or all that you have. Also
have some doubles for sale. - John Izzo.
1400 Thompson Drive, Bayshore, New York.
11706 (777-977 )

Pigeon Journal Collection From March
1952. December 1955 Issue missing. More
than 300 issues plus several extras and
partly complete older Issues. All bound.
$175. - Dick Wagner, Box 107, Forsyth.
Montana, 59327 (777·977)

1,000 APJ's (1935·1976). Collectors items that
go up in value. Send stamp for llst of
available copies. Also. index on every artl·
cle written on your favorite breed from
1945-1972. 50c per breed. - Bob Nolan.
25261 Swanway Court. Dana Point, Calif.,
92629 (577·777)

A Handbook of Fancy Pigeons. by H. P.
Macklin. These nineteen short cbapters and
seventy-six drawn breed lllmtrations ap
peared In the series "Plieon Portraits".
over the past years in th APJ. Hardbound
book, 156 pages. Price postpaid $6. - Tom
McCaig. 2761 Garona Drive. Hacienda
Heights, Calli., 91745 (1276-1177)

"Acrobats of the AI,." By James E. Graham
and others. Published in 1944. Third edi
tion. 101 paies. Gives history of Rollers,
standard. hints on starting a loft. breeding,
training and showing. We located a llmlted
number of copies. A collector's item.
Price $3 each. - American Pigean Journal.
Book Dept.. Warrenton, Mo., 63383 (tf)

"The Fantail Handbook" - A limited num
ber of copies left. A book of 130 pages,
many pictures and illustrations. Chapters
on: Obtaining breeding stock, color breed·
Ing. housing. nutrition. show preparation,
showing and judging. Size 5V. x 8V.. Many
chapters applicable to all breeds. Priced
postpaid $7.50. - Rod Hatcher, Route L
Box 136. New Virginia. Iowa. 50210. (777·977)

Special Issues for the following breeds:
Domelo'tic Flights October 1971' French
Mondalns October 1973; Jacoblns September
1974; Pouter·Cropper November 1974; Pag
eant Special February 1975; Tumblers Aprll
1975; Modenas May 1975; Chinese Owls Sep
tember 1975; Oriental Frllls November 11175;
Pageant Special February 1976; Swallows
April 1976; Turblts July 1976; African Owls
AUJl"ust 1976; Trumpeters November 1976.
Prlee $1.00 each. - American Pigeon Jour
nal. Warrenton. Mo.• 63383 (tt)

"Treatise on Domestic Pigeons". - A re
print of the very rare book "Treatise on
Domestic Pigeons" published In 1765. Dis
cusses the Almond Tumbler. Carrier, Horse
man, Dragoon. Dutch Cropper. English and
Parisian Pouters. Leghorn. Spanish and
Friesland Runt. Jacobln. Capuchlne, Nun,
Owl. Turblt, Shaker. Laugher. Trumpeter,
Helmet. Barb, Mahomet. Lace Pigeon and
Frlllback. 148 pages. Illustrated. Beautiful
cloth binding. Size 6 x 9. $11.50 per copy.
- American Pll!eon Journal, Box 278,
Warrenton. Mo.• 63383 (tf)

APJ's - 800 for sale.> or trade. Need 1920·s.
1930's. Looking for American Racing News.
and books..Also have pigeon Iron-on trans·
fers. Stamp for catalogue. - Donato's
Lofts. 22932 Covello si.. Canoga Park.
Calif .. 91~07 (577·7.771

BUDAPESTS

Short Face Stork Marks. Grizzles. $25 pair.
- Andrew Kopp, 1320 Pine Grove Road.
Baltimore. Md., 21237 (777-977)

CARNEAUX

Show Quality Carneaux - Yellow and Red.
2 pairs for $50 or 3 pairs for $70. 
Everett Hutchinson. Route 2, Sac City.
Iowa. 50583. Phone: 712-862·4404 (377.278)

DOGS

Looking For A Special Puppy? Send $3 for
catalog with information and prices on
over 100 breeds. - Sparks Kennels. Route
4, Salina. Kan~'llS. 67401 (477-378)

DOMES:rIC SHOW PLIGHtS

Domestic Show Flights - Slmunek Bros.
Stamped envelope please. - Frank
Slmunek. 40 Byron Lane. Great Neck, N.Y.,
11023 (177·1277)

DOVES

Whites, Fawn Rlngnecks, $5 bird.
Andrew Kopp. 1320 Pine Grove Rd.. Balti
more,. Md., 21237 (577-777)

Wanted - Crowned pigeons, Bleeding
Heart doves, also Interested In other doves.
- Bill Schaller, 211 West Cllnton Ave.,
Tenafly. New Jersey, 07670 (677-877)

Maie Bleeding Heart Dove $75 or trade for
Fantail pigeons. - Gameron Rogers. 103
Patterson St., Fort Mm. S.C., 29715. 803
547·6832 (777)

(J'rlangular Spots, Lacenecks. AsIatic Turtle.
BandtaUed. Nine mutations Ringneckll, plus
combinations. Wrlte needs encloslnJ! stamp
please. - Richard Burger. 5046 Ogletown
Stanton Road. Newark. Delaware, 19713.
302-994-0508 (677-877)

DRAGOONS

Dragoons - National winners. No shipping.
- Harold Groll. ·Holgate. Ohio. 43527

(677-877)

Dragoon Sale - Young and old. prices
start at $10. most colors. - James Rlce.
Route 3. Green\vood, WlB.. 54437. Phone:
715-267·6971 .. (1276-1177)

Show Your Dragoons at the Louisville
Young Bird Show. Awards, Trophies, Ros
ettes. Specials. Good birds wlll be for sale
during the show. American Dragoon Club.

(677-877)

American Dragoon Club. Dues $3 per year.
Rev. Wayne Bozell. Sec.-Treall.. Route 6.
Shelbyville! Indiana, 46176. Phone: 317-525
4570. Join this up and gOffi' club. (677-578)

FANTAI1,$

Eastern Fantail Club. - Join today. dues
$5. For information write Dick and Mar
garet Lorah. Route 3. Denver, Pa.. 17511

(377-278)

A Limited Number of Black Bodymark
Fans and Blue Bodymark Fans for the di9
cI'lminating fanciers. - Gary Green, 0029
King. Westmlnlo'!er, Colo. (777)

Central Fantail Club of America. - Join
no·w. Senior dues $5 yearly; man and wife
$7; Junior $1. For more Information write:
Bob Given Sec.. 2645 Hampshire Ave.
South. St..LouUI Park, Minn .• 55428 (377·278)

Amertean Plgeon'JoUrital



Fantails - Dan Kroll. West Chicago. m.,
60185. Phone: 312·231-6544 (777·678)

White Fantails - Good quality birds, pairs
$10. Young birds $3 each. Will ship. 
Gary Harding. 2137 Quincy, Salina. Kansas.
67401 (777)

Fantails - Yellows, Cream!>'. Mealles. some
other new colors. Limited number of tail
marks and saddles. - Rev. Schuyler Bat
son, 404 Hlllcre~t Drive. Alexandria, La.•
713.01. Phone: 318-445-5452 (777)

Top Quality Saddles and Solids. Southwe~ts
largest breeder of Fantalls. Member
NSFTC. Pairs and singles. Stamp plea~'e. 
C. A. Bozarth, 818 Kinsley. Winslow, Ariz ..
86047. Phone: 602-289-4841 (577-777)

Mid-America Fantail Club. - Join the pro
gressive and friendly Fantall Club. Two
meets annually; regular Bulletins. Dues $4;
Juniors $2. Wrl~e R. Lysne. Ferryville. Wis .•
54628. Phone: 608-734-3178 (377-278)

Age. Health. Forces Sale. Nationally copied.
readily movable Fantail lofts. Also pigeon
equipment, quality Fantails. No shipping.
- Harriman Reardon. 2 Brigham St., Hud
son. Mass .. 01749. Phone: 617-562-2151

(777·977)

Show Stock Yellow Fantails. powdered Sil
vers, powdered Grizzles, Whites, Reds,
l>tork tails. tallmarks. bodymarks. Also In
dians. other Fantails available. Will ship.
No stamp. no reply. - D & M Lofts, Box
104.5, Everett. Wash .• 88206. Phone: 206-252
8908. (677-877)

FRENCH MONDAINS

French Mondaln. - Top quality. $~-$10.
James Steinbeck. 626 Allc.. , West Helena,
Ark.. 72390. Phone: 501·572-6055 (976-877)

Premium Quality Show Type, Red, Black.
Ash Red. AOC. - Elmer Skoog. Box 284.
Lyford. Texas, 78569. Phone: 612-347-3249

(177-1277)

FRILLBACKS

Black Frilibacks - Fred Haller. 525 Lorenz,
Muscatine. Iowa, 52761. No shipping.

(777-977)

American Frtllback Club. Join. Bulletlna.
Standard. Dlstrlct Meets. Dues $1.50 under
16 years of age. $3 per year for seniors. 
Tom McCaig. Sec.-Treas.. 2761 Garona
Drive. Hacienda Heights. Callf.. 91745

(1276-1177)

••RMAH BIIAUTY HOMIIH
G

American German Beauty Homer Club.
Membership fee $6. Receive Standard,
monthly newsletter. Description of Stand·
ard available at $2. - Richard Okeson, 2215
Mar1llac Lane, St. Paul, Minn., 55119

(777-878)

HUNGARIANS

Eastern Hungarian Pigeon Club. Devoted to
promoting the Hungarian Pigeon. Dues $1
first' year, $3 thereafter. (l)rganlzed 1948.
- Russel Line. Sec.·Treas.. Route 2, Box
353 2-C. Boonsboro, Md .. 21713 1976-877)

INDIAN FANTAILS

Indian Fantails - Whites, Reds. Yellows.
Saddles, Ribbons. Stamp plea~'e. reply
RUaranteed. - C & H Lofts. 929 E. Melody
Dr.• Gilbert, Arizona. 85234 (777·678)

Indian Fantail Club of America - Annual
dues $3. Join now. Some members have
birds for sale. Contact Dan Hammond. Sec.
Treas.. 7230 Nomad Way. Sacramento.
CaUf., 95828. Phone: 916-428·9348 (477.977)

Wantecj - Quality body mark Indian Fan
tails. Tall feathers must be completely
White, Including shafts. No white anywhere
on body. - R. Hunderfund, 211 Kent,
Pacifica. CaUf.. 94044. 415-355-0122 (777-977)

Indian Fantails - Top quality, whites,
blacks, saddles, blues. red splashe8. Also
Schtettl Modenas. Join the Indian Fantail
Club of Canada. Write: Norman Kingsbury,
585 DeLargentlere No.9. Laval Des Rapl.des,
Que., .Canada•. 1-51U69·1920 .(577-777)

For .J~ly, 1917

INDIAN MONDAINS

Real Beauties - Good for squabblng.
Youngsters $3.50 each. Mated pairs $11.00.
- Hans Wetter. Orofino. Idaho, 83544

(677·578)

JACOBINS

Top Quality Jacoblns. West of Enalancts.
and Rollers. ~ Lee Hellier, Box 421. Oak
ridge. Orellon. 97463 (277-178)

Show Quality. Most Colors. - Dick Hau·
koo~', Route 3, Box 109, Albert Lea, Minn.,
56007 (577·777)

Jacobins - Quality bIrds In most color~·.

reasonable prices. - Gary Satterlee. 1009
S.W. 68th St., Oklahoma City, Okla .• 73139

(577-777)

Jacobins - Quallty birds. Red. Yellow.
Black, White. Reasonable prices. - BI1l
Quinlan, Box 1233, Reseda. Calif.. 91335

(876·777)

Excellent Breeding and Show stock in Yel·
low. Reds, Whites and Splash. - Dick and
Scott Reimer. 7878 E. Fish Lake Rd.• Maple
GrOVE<. Minn.. 55369. (377·877)

Southern Jacobln Club - Serving the
southern states. Dues are $5. Pre~·. Leroy
Cox. 4534 Connorvale. Houston, Texas,
77039. Sec.• Gary Satterlee, 1009 S.W. 68th
St. Oklahoma City, Okla., 73139 (777:678)

Jacobins - Quality birds In all colors. Show
quality and breeders all from Champion
bloodlines. Reasonable. - Ken Walling,
517-A Sunnyside Rd.. Lincroft. N.J .. 0773!l.
Phone: 201·842-5092 (777·977)

Pacific Jacobin Club - Best In the West;
Excellent Shows, Judees, Competition, Fel
lowship. Awards, Bulletins. Standards $1;
Dues $5; APC-PJ bands $8/100. member dis·
counts. - P.J.C., Box 1233. Reseda. Calif.,
91335 (677·578)

Eastern Jacebin Association - Shows, Bul
letins. Standard, Club Bands. Fellowship.
Dues $5. Jr. $2. Pres. John Frelburi, 75
Lake Dr.. Freehold, N.J·t V.P. Walter Lee,
167 Drake Ave.• Staten 1l>1and. N.Y.: Pub.
Dir. Ray Stepnowskl. 90 Ocean BlVd .• ClIff
wood Beach. N.J.; Sec.-Treas. Ken WallinII'.
517-A Sunnyside Rd.. Lincroft. N.J.

(377·278)

Central Jacobin Club - America's oldest
Jacobln Club. Dues $5. Two sho'ws yearly
with excellent competition always. Presi
dent LeRoy Traub, 262 Kane st.. South
Elgin. ill.; Vice-President Louis Chrl~tner.
203 Huron St.. Bay City. MIch.; Secretary
Treasurer James Ecker. 101 Center st., Lin
wood. MIch.. Publlclty Director Drew Lo
bensteln 2686 Phipps Ave.. Simi. Calif.

(777·678)

KINGS

Show Kings. all colors. No shipping. Phone:
515·488·2226. - Edward Culver, Albion,
Iowa. 50005 (577-478)

Squab Kings - White or Silver. youngster~·.
mated pairs. - C. B. Harris. 6750 S. Homs
ter, Laln~sburg. Mich.• 48848 (377-278)

For Sale - White Show Kings $15. Young
mated pairs. ~ Floyd Woods, 409 St.
Joseph. Oskaloosa. Kansas, 66066. Phone:
913·863·2010 (677-877)

Utility Kings.. White. - Breeders $16 pair.
Young birds ~:; each. - Dave Willits. 4238
Haze1ton·Etna RJ., Pataskala, Ohio. 43062.
614-927-8803 (677-877)

Show Kings - White. silver. blue. Priced
reasonable. no shipping. - Wl1llam Mal.s~h.
1205 Park Row. Lake Geneva, Wis. Phone:
414-248-2541 (1l7~I077)

Show Kings - White. Black. YeUew Rell.
Pr.mlum quality. - Elmer Skoog. Box
284. Lyford. Texas. 78569. Phone: 512-347
3249 1177·1277)

LAHORES

American Lahore Club. Information write:
Dallas E. Davis. Route 1. Friendship. Wls.(
6S934 (577-4iSJ

MODENAS

For 5ale - Argent Modenas, pairs and
singles. mostly Blues and Rm'Sets. - Lyle
Kellogg. 1801 Clark st., Charles City, Iowa,
50616 (577-777)

NORWICH CROPPERS

Join Norwich Cropper Club of America.
Dues $5 Seniors, $3 Juniors. per year. 
Steve Nelson, Sec.. 3546 Lincoln N.E.,
Minneapolis. Min., 55418. Since 1967 and
growing. (577-478)

NUNS

Beautiful Blacks. Browns, 6 for $100 plus
delivery. Telephone: 617-537·5087. Ma~'Sachu
setts. (577-1077)

Red. Yellow, $25 per pair plus shipping. 
J. R. Branks. 1802 Wesley Ave.. Janesville,
Wis., 53545 (577-777)

NUR!EMBURG LARKS

Nuremburg Larks - 1976 banded. $10 per
paIr. - lrvlng Crothers. Sapulpa. Okla.

(777)

ORGANIZATIONS

Macomb County Pigeon Fanciers Club
Young Bird Show. Sept. 11; All Age Show.
Nov. 6. Monthly meetings. New members
welcome. Dues $6 yearly. For information
contact Robert Maksym, 19386 Delaware.
Roseville, Mich.. 48066. 313-771-2731 (777·977)

ORIENTAL FRILLS

Blondinettes - Stock and proven show. 
Jim Rattigan, Route 3. Lebanon, New Jer·
sey, 08833. 201-236-6683 (577-478)

Yellow Lace. Other Colors. Stamp. No ship
ping. - Burgess-Chandler. 26151 Frankfort,
New Bo~ton, Mich.• 48164 (577-478)

Blondinettes. Satinettes, show and stock.
- Curt Brown. 644 8th st., Shelbyville,
Ind .. 46176. Phone: 317-392-1725 (177-1277)

Eastern Owl and Frill Club - New mem
bers welcome. Bulletins. shows, names
and addre~'Ses of breeders supplied. Contact
Robert Kenney. Old Farm Road, Colts
Neck. New Jersey, 07722 (477·378)

Overcrowded - 30-40 good quality Frills for
sale. Sats: Black. Dun and Blue Lace.
Blonds: Black. Dun, Blue White Barred,
Blue Lace Red. $25 per pair and up.
Minimum 550 per order. - Tom Berlch,
1679 Scenery Drive. Elizabeth, Pa.. 15037.
412-384-9114 1477·777)

OWLS

African Owls - Excellent type. 1976 band·
ed. $10 per pair. - lrving Crothers. Sapul·
pa. Okla. (777)

Chinese Owls - Good pants and frill, top
show quality. 1975, 1976 banded. All colors.
$6 per pair. - lrving Crothers, Sapulpa.
Okla .. Phone: 224-1147 (777)

PEAFOWL

All Known (plus unknown) Mutations.
India. Spalding, Green. Most ages; several
devolced cocks. Stamp please. - Richard
Burger. 5046 Ogletown·Stanton Road, Ne
wark. Dela\vare, 19713. 302-994-0508 (677·877)

POUTERS

Pouters - Dan Kroll. West Chicago, Ill.,
60185. Phone: 312-231-6544 (777·678)

Show Quality Spanish Thief Pouter~·. Nor
wich Croppers. Pomeranian Pouters. Uama
scenes. - Sandalio Cortes, 3182 N.W. 101
st .• Miami, Fla .. 33147 (677·877)

Golden Gate Pouter and Cropper Club. 
Best in the West. Dues $2 per year. Con·
tact: President. Bill Toy, 6024 McMahon
Drive. Sacramento. Calif.. 95824 (777·977)

Hana Pouters - Pairs. odd cocks, and un
sexed youngsters. Few English. - Tom
Caster, Route 1, Box 462-.1\. Musko~ee,
Okla.. 74401 (777·977)
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(577-777)

Pomeranian Pouters - Top show quality
&tock. - Dan Johnson. 18640 Tulsa St .•
Northridge. Calif.. 91324 (777-1277)

Spanish Thief Pouters. Grizzle. Blue, Red.
Bohemians. Yellows. Black!!; Swing Pout
ers. - LeRoy Tharp, Saucier. Miss .. 39574.
Phone: 601·832-4665 (777-977)

English Pouters - Reds. Black. Yellow.
Good quality. shipped all over. Air Ex
pre~'S. - Barney Kovacs, 75 W. 190 SL
Bronx. New York. 10468 (777-977)

Join The National Pouter and Cropper Club.
- For information write Martin Bayer.
Sec.. 12928 I-IIl:hland Ave., Blue Island. m..
60406 (377-278)

Join The American Pigmy Club "Best by
test" .ince 1900. Help promote ''World's
GrE'atest Show Bird". For information
write Sidney Earle. Sec.. Plaza Towers
We~'t. Apt. 517. 3450 Toledo Terrace. Hyatts
vllle, Md.. 20782 (677-578)

PRINTING

Fast Service - Your printing needs cus
tom fulfilled. specifications. Sample two
dimes. ~ Dean's Printing. 508 Lake Shore
Drive. Hobart. Ind .. 46342 (777-977)

PUBLICATIONS

Dairy Goats - for milk, pleasure and pro
fit. Excellent for children. women. and
family! Monthly magazine $7.00 per year;
$19 for 3 years. - Dairy Goat Journal,
Box 1903 K·3. Scottsdale. Arizona, 85252 (tf)

Rabbits In Canada - MonthIy magazine
about the happenings in Canada In the
rabbit industry. Also U.S. and worldwide
rabbit news. $5 yearly; two years $8; single
copy 75c. - Rabbits In Canada, Bewdley.
Onto (tf)

Raise Rabbits. - Every rabbit raiser needs
the American Rabbit Journal. It has arti
cles each month on the care of rabbits.
It also has recipes. It has an Angora sec
tion. Subscription One year $3; three year
$6. Postage outside United States $1 per
year. Sample copy 25c. - Mrs. Gladys
Ford. Editor and Publlsher. Box 40248.
Indianapolis. Ind .• 46240 (tf)

RABBITS

Rabbits - Checkered Giants and Dutch.
Rabbitry equipment. - Evertson, 214 E.
27th. Topeka, Kansas. 66605 (577-478)

The Book of the Domestic Rabbit. - Cloth·
bound. 128 pages, over 60 splendid photos
of modern breeds and equipment. Up-to-date
Information on housing. feeding. marketing.
etc .• $9.20 po~'tpald. - Carl Naether. 16759
Otsego st.. Encino. Calif.. 91436 (577-1077)

RACING HOMERS

Homers - Norman Camire. Leominster.
Mass. Phone: 537-4779 (177-1277)

Show Type Racing Homers. - Breeding
stock. $30 a pair. 704·596-3243 (577-777)

Fabrys - Quality stock. Young pairs $10.
- Dave Willits. 4236 Hazelton·Etna Rd ..
Pataskala. Ohio. 43062. 614-927-8803 (677-877)

Good Type. Select Banded Racers. Th~'ee

pairs $25. - Andrew Kopp. 1320 Pille
Grove Road, Baltimore. Md., 21237 (777·977)

Quality Fabrys. Haveniths. White Pletinckx.
- G. Peterson. 4415 W. VUlard, Milwaukee.
Wis .• 53218 (777-977)

Sions. Stassarts. Choice pairs 1977 young
sters $15 per pair. - Reuben COrdes, 1007
South Mass .• Sedalia. Mo.. 65301 (777-977)

White Hansennes, Bastlns, (a few choco
lates) young birds. - Roy S·wann. Box 1096.
La Plata. Md., 20646 (677·877)

Pure White Belgian Pletlnckx and Sions.
Excellent racine and show birds. $5 up. 
Leslie Genzel. Carthage. New York

(177-1277)

Pedigreed Bricoux from Warren, !Jhri&1en
son strains; Sions top Heitzman grls; Opels.
Flory. Uebel strains; and Logans. from
old 1922 Arthur Benn blood. - Herman
Simpson. 801 South Cunningham. Rayne,
La.. 70578 (777-977)
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Schimmels - Blacks. Duns, 1976-1977 band
ed, $11.90 per pair. Excellent racing stock.
- Bock Box 32. Greenbank. Wash.. 98253

. 1677·877)

Trentons - Beautiful red·white mottle.
Original birds out of Henry· Beach Connie
Mahr stock. With pedigrees old birds $15
each. young $10 each. - Ben Getka. 3108
Fleet St.. Baltimore. Md.. 21224. Phone:
732·4469 (1076·977)

Sions. Stassarts. M. Gordins. Fabrys $20
paIr. 3 pair $50. mLx or match. 1977 young
birds $5 each. Dordins $30 pair. young birds
$7.50 each. Order young birds 6 or more.
- Nicosia. 320 N. 18th. Waco. Texas. 76702

(377·278)

Racing Homers - Pure White. Red and
Yellow youngsters $5 each. Stock pairs
when available $15 pair. All seamless band·
ed and Quality stock. - Richard P. Shatto,
Route 2. Box 132. Carlisle. Pa., 17013.
Phone: 717-243·2205 (577-777)

Collector's Item. - The Racing Pigeon '!nd
the British Homing WorLd. both Racmg
Pigeon publications from England. Of spe
cial interest to Racing pigeon fanciers. Old
and recent copies. 50c per copy. - Ameri·
can Pigeon Journal. Box 278. Warrenton.
Mo., 63383 (tf)

Huyskens-Van Riels, Sions, Dordlns. White
Belgian Pletlnckx. rare colors. Van Brua·
ene Imports. others. Many diploma win·
ners. Send ·$1 In stamps for 41 page cata
log (over 60 photos) plus mimeographed
lists of "select" birds. - Dr. Charles L.
Selman. 23726 Egypt Pike. New Holland.
Ohio. 43145. Phone: 614-495·5847 (1076-977)

RARE BREEDS

For The Very Rare Breeds Write; M. A.
Olson. 1355 Crest Drive. Enolnltos. Callf.•
92024 (1176-1077)

For Sale - Show quality Saxon Breasts,
shell-crested Saxon spots, and white·barred
Ice pigeons. - Robert Geweke. 3680 Hilltop
Drive. Dousman. Wisconsin; 53118. Phone;
414-392-2810 (577·777)

Hungarian Egrl Blue Tumblers - Limited
number available. - William Gurley. 76
Sanger Ave.. New Hartford. N.Y.• 13413.
Phone: 315:732·8122 (677-877)

Top Quality Rzhev Startails. Ukrainian Sky
cutters, Shields. Orliks. Shakernecks. Dama
scenes. Danzig Highfl!.ers. stamp please. 
Arvlds Anuzis, Meetinghouse Rd .• Route 1.
Ambler, Pa., 19002 (577-777)

Danzig Highfliers and Silver Polish Hlgh
fliers Cre~1ed and Plain Heads. Stamped
enveiope please. - Stan Maslanka. 1921
West Arrow Dr., Vandalia. nl.. 62471. 618
283-1701 (677-877)

Capuchins. Antwerp Smerles. Spanish Thief
Pouters. South German Shields. Indian
Fantails. Ice Pigeons. Reversewlng Pouters.
Stamp please. - C & H Lofts. 929 E.
Melody Dr.. Gilbert. Arizona, 85234

(777-977)

From 'The Loft of Champions, Archangels
In 25 colors; South German Whitetails
(Firebacks); Muffed Ice; and Swiss Cres
cents In yellow and red. Specialist breeder
and exhibitor. - Ellsworth KI~tler. Box
525. Route 3. Coopersburg. Pa.. 18036

(477·378)

Finest Quality In Over 100 Rare Breeds
available immediately. Archangels, Cres
cents. Dama~'Cenes; Hyacinths. Nuremburg
Larks. Breast Pil'(eons.-Saxon Monks. Span-

. ish Thief. Swing Pouters, Voorburg Shield
Croppers. Priests. Blassen. Rhine Rlng
beaters. Franconlan Shields. spots. Star

..lings. Berne Larks. Lucerne Gold Collars.
German Double Crested Trumpeters.
Vienna Long Faced Tumblers. Vienna Gan
zels. Prague Medium ·Face. Bronze Show
Tipplers. Cumulets, Berliner Lange. Ber
lin Short. Danzlgs, Oriental Rollers, Gali
clans, Ukrainian Skycutters and Shields.
Blue Tumbler of Cluj. Rzhev Startalls,
Catalonian Friar Heads. Stralslund High
filers, Dutch Hlghfliers (black whiteside).
Rock PlJ:reons. Zitterhals. Volghtland Trum
peters. Danish Tiger Tumblers. Elster Pur
zlers. Sherazl Tumblers, Red Suablans.
Many birds are show winners. Send stamp
eod envelope for complete list. - Le~'ile

Buncher. M.D .. Box 347. Rancho Santa Fe.
Caltf., 92067. 71~756·2767

Pedigree Racers - Van Rells $20 pair; Dor
din~.. Bastlns. Trentons $25 pair; Hansennes
$30 pair; Crosses young $2.50 each; Old $5
each. - A. Wells. Box 94. Florala, Ala.•
36442 (677-877)

ROLLIItS

Rollers - Performers In most colo~. $3
apiece. - John Potter. Route 1. Box 357.
Galien. Mich .• 49113. 616-545-2455 (277-178)

Baldhead Rollers $5 pair. MInimum 3 pairs.
Seamless banded. Stamp. - Francis Smith,
Welcome. Minn .. 56181 (577-777)

Pedigreed Pensom Rollers - Silvey blood
lines. - Richard Anderson. 728 West 122nd
Terrace. Kansas City. Mo .• 64145 (577-777)

Excell"nt Pensom Rollers. - We' fly and
show. - Don Showen, 3331 N. 68th, Lin
coln. Nebraska. 68507. (677-877)

Birmingham Rollers $12 per pair. - Charles
Bagby, 10031 Union Park Dr.. Orlando.
Fla., 32807. 305·273-1913 (677·877)

Too Much. Deep Spinning Bumpers, $10
bird. - Andrew Kopp. 1320 Pine Grove
Rd., Baltimore. Md.. 21237 (577-777)

Parlor Rollers - Pairs and singles. Send
~1amped envelope for list. - Norm
McMurray. 5305 Olmeda, Atascadero. calif..
93422. 1-805-466-4408 (677-877)

Good Flyers alld Spinners. Baldheads. Reds,
Yellows, Blacks. $10 pair. 2 pair minimum.
- S. Fabricatore. 266 South st.. Manorville,
N.Y., 11949. 516·727-7627 (677-877)

Graham Fireball Splnnars - Superior per
formance, youngsters $7. shipping; stamp.
- Allen Goetzman. Route S. Winona. Minn .•
55987 (976-871)

Almond Rollers - Bred for color. Homozy
gous and kites available $10 to $25 per
pair. - David Lehnhert:~ 245 Forre~t Way.
Lawrencevllle. Ga.. 3024:> (577-777)

Deep. Medium Performers. Good quality
$15 a pair. Kit of five youngsters $35. 
Joseph White. 174 N. County. East Provid
ence. R.I.. 02914 (577·777)

Rollers - Orange·eyed Self Whites. Devel
oped from birds originating from Pensom
and Hilton lofts. - Paul Platz. 12915 nene.
Poway. Calif., 92064 (577-478)

Pure Pedigreed Pensoms. - Excellent
show quality and spin. Silvey. Loomis
bloodlines. - George Petro. 108 Devan
Ave.• Uniontown. Pa.. 15401 (177-1277)

Pedigreed Pensoms - Most Larry Alcorn
famous 306 bloodline. Can ship. ~'Upply
limited. All will be sold. - Rogpr McVay,
805 Guam. Wake Village, Texas. 75501

(777)

American Rollers - Pearl eyed Red, Black.
Blue Badges. Beards. Baldheads, Saddles,
White selfs. flyers. spinners, show. 45 years
breeding. - John Rudarmel, Box 731;
Sweet Home. Ore., 97386. Phone: 367-6309

(677-877)

Willing To Help People Wanting good
stock birds. All Pensoms bred from IIUd
west breeders. $25 uP. y,oiIl ship. - Butch
Uhlrich. Route 2. Greenwood, Mo., 64034.
816'537-6820 between 10 am and 1 pm.

(777-678)

Pedigreed SpInning Pensom Rollers origi
nating from Pen~'Om Events, Alcorn. Silvey.
Johnson lofts. - Joseph Blcks. 766 S. Mary
Ave. Sunnyvale. Csllf.• 94087. 408-738-2372

. (377-278)

Numerous Fine Birds Available. breeders
lind young birds. FIne color selection. Fly
and show well. - Eck Bauer. 3 Mayfarth
Terrace. Plainsboro. New Jersey, 08536.
Phone: 609-799-1240 (376-777)

Pedigreed Pensoms - Paid up to $500 each
for breeders. but sell top quality very rea·
sonable. 10001n satisfaction guaranteed. 
Don Schrunk, 2207 W. Texas. Garl~·bad.
New Mexico. 88220. Phone: 505·887-5783

(477-378)

To The .Discerning Fancier. - The old pure
Enl'(lishlmported ~'traln. Pure J. L. Smith
and Plona bloodlines. Bred for aerial per·
formance only. $50 per pair. - Jack Ehli.
5559 N.E. Prescott. Portland, Oregon, 97218.
Phone: 503·282-5385. _. :.' . (471-378)
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Pedigreed Pensom Rollers - Young and
breeders from be~t show lines. Pedigree
supplied on all birds. Member NffiC, PRC.
SRC. Many beautiful colors. - Leonard
Assante, 112 Valley View Road, West
Nyack. New York. 914-358-2409 (477-378)

Pedigreed Pensoms - Fellow hobble~t,
don't just take my word for it. come see
for yourself. One of the finest studs of
Rollers anywhere. I practice all phases of
the hohby and al.;nost always have the type
of birds other fanciers have been searching
for. - Paul Csontos. c/o Paul's Auto Body,
So. Main and Abbotts sts.. Phillipsburg,
N.J .. 08865. 201-454-7176 or 201-454·9555

IS~7-777\

SAXON WHITE TAILS

!?axon White Tails - Blues and blacks in
white bar and spane'le, also reds and yel
lows. - Bill Griebel. 12032 Rio Hondo. EI
Monte. Calif.. 91732. 213-448-8565 (777-977)

SCANDAROONS

Scandaroons - Black, Red. Yellow, Black.
Red Self and a few barred pied. - Bob
Schaad. 2217 W. Franklin St., EvansvJl1e,
Ind., 47712 1677-877)

SKUNKS

Texas Pet Skunk Kittens - Descented,
pure white with pink eyes, black and white
stripes. beautiful Silverbacks. Big bushy
tails. Free skunk book. Stamp please,
thank you. - Pearl Green. Box 283. Park
ton, Maryland, 21120 (777-678)

STRASSERS

Blue, Black and Red Strassers. A few birds
for sale at times. Write J. E. Agnew, eooa
South Steele. Littleton. Colo .• 89121

(1276-117'1')

SWALLOWS

Top Quality Swallows - Muffed, Clean
Legs, spot, Fuilheads. All colors $10 each
up. - Howard Angevine, 815 Plea~'3.nt st.,
Attleboro. Mass .. 02703. Phone: 617-222·4179

(677-578)

TEXAN PIONEERS

Quality Birds. - Virgil Holley, Route 1.
Box A-205-I. Belton, Texas, 76513. Phone:
817-939-3922 (777-678)

Pure AutO-Sexing Bloodlines originating
from Curtls-James stock. - Jack HemphUl.
4637 Freeway Circle. Sacramento. Calif.,
95841 (1176-1077)

TIPPLERS

Tipplers - Good strains. FTA member.
Don Thornton, 605 Depere. Menasha, Wis ..
54952 (777-977)

Mottles All Colors. others $15 pair. 
Joseph White, 174 N. County, Providence

lR.I.. 02914 (577·777,

Cumulets - High. long hour $10 pair. 2
pair minimum. - S. Fabricatore, 266 South
st,. Manorvil\e. N.Y., 11949, 516-727-7627

(677-877)

Pure Macclesfield Tipplers. - Anthony
Pietranski. Helms Hill Rd., Washington
vil\e. New York. 10992. Phone: 914-496-7969.

(777-977)

Tipplers - High Flyers. Yellows, Mottles,
Reds, Mottles. - Al Hafemann, 248 Page
Ave .. Lyndhurst, Ne'w ·Jersey. 07071. Phone:
201-438-7622 (677-877)

Lovatts - Flying with FTA, have young
sters off proven breeders. Excellent for'
stock or flying. All youngers sold with
pedigrees. $10 each. - 609-298-5743 (777-977)

Flying Tippler Association of AmerIca _
Dedicated to the advancement of the Fly
ing Tippler sport. Sponsors ten flying com·
petitions per year with diploma and trophy
awards. Informative bulletins. FTA bands
to club members only, Members throul(h.
out North America. Join now. Dues $5 a
year seniors, $2.50 juniors. expires twelve
months after payment. Any questions? Con
tact Tim Kvidera. 13610 Johnson St., NE.,
Anoka, Minn., 55303 (277-178)

Pure Bred Macclesfield High Flying Tip
plers. Mr'. Tom BeechiJ10rS strain from
South Wales. England. Budapest High Fly
ers. - Bela Kiss. Box 65, East Falmouth.
Ma~'S.. 02536 (777-977)

TRUMPETERS

Join the National German Trumpeter Club.
Write to: Guenter Wen.el. Sec.• Route 1,
Box 143, Grant Park, Ill .. 60940. (177-1277)

Bokhara Trumpeters - Show quality. many
colors. - Lee Johnson. 18640 Tulsa St.,
Northridge. Calif., 91326 (177·1277)

1077 English Trumpeters - Yellow~·. Splash
es. Reds, and Blue Bars of Holmberg-Green
strain. - Gary Green, 8029 King. Westmin
ster. Colo .• 80030 (777)

English Trumpeters - Stock and show
birds available in most colors. Specializing
in Whites. - Arnold Bercovitz, 12023 Lorne
St.• North Hollywood. Calif.• 91605, Phone:
213-767·3421 (577-777)

English Trumpeters - Show and ~tock
birds available from America's top blood·
lines. Most colors, ~'pecializing in Yellows
$30 pall' and up. - Clint Messerschmidt.
5290 Javier SL San Diego, Calif., 92117.
714·277·5580 (677·578)

.!oin English Trumpeter Club of America.
(1947·1977) 30th anniversary meet at 5th
annual Ramada Inn Show. Marshall. Minn.,
with Bob Nolan judging. Dues $3 or $6
for ETCA-WATC combines; Juniors $4. 
Lew Bahn. Sec .. Route 1. Box 150, Cotton
wood, Minn.. 66229 (577·1077)

Royal-Pageant Strain of English Trum
neters. Whites Blacks. Reds. Yellows, Dun.
Blues. Baldheads, Mottles. Splashes. This
~train is Improvine English Trumpeters all
across the nation and Canada, $30 pall'
and up. Prompt shipment. - John Hepp
ner. Master Breeder. 1362 Lander AV6>,.
Turlock, Calif., 95380 (177-1277)

English Trumpeter Breeders - Join the
Western American Trumpeter Club, Among
the largest and most active specialty clubs
In the nation. Adult dues $6. Juniors (18
;)nd under) $4. Includes Englloo Trumpeter
Club of America membershIp. Two clubs
for the price of one! Write Sharon Holm
bel'/<, Sec.. 1122 Galemont. Hacienda
Heights. calif.. 91745 (876-777)

TUMBLERS

Muffed Tumbler Stock Birds $10 and up.
- Bob Fragoman. 4012 West Genesee st.•
Syracuse, N.Y.. 13219 (577·777)

Muffed Tumblers - Whites. Reds. Creams,
Silvers. Blues, - Gilbert RIccI. Box 7.
Foster, Rhode Island, 02825 (577·777)

Russian Tumblers, Most Colors. - Don
Ellis. Jr., 5901 Hou~ton Ave., Porta!.!'e. Ind"
46368 (677-877)

Quality Self Komorners - Dominant "fun"
colors only. Limited pedigrees, - Mike
Melvin. 7810 Garden. Houston. Texas. 77012

(577·777)

LFCL Black Baldheads - Few quality birds.
- Tom Larkin, 3511 Telephone Rd .. Hous
ton. Texas. 77032. Phone: 713·926·2590

(677·877)

Parlor Tumblers - Most colors. Always
few nice quality pairs for sale. - Harry
Wel0, 14515 Washington Ave. SW. Tacoma,
Wash., 98498 (677·877)

For Sale - Beautiful red baldhead "West";
Walker's bloodlines, color and markIngs
there. - Marv Fortune. 1104 W. Centra·l.
Spokane, Wash., 99208 (577.77'1)

Komorners - Specializlnlr in blue and
hlack Mag-pip-s. Also oth"... colors. - AI
Hansen. Route 5, Box 273-C. Wausau. Wis.,
54401 (l076·971)

Royal Snow Tumblers, Moorhead Tumblers.
Saddle Muff Tumblers, LFCL Baldhead
Tumblers. - Charles Bagby. 10031 Union
Park Dr.. Orlando. Fla.• 32807. 305·277-8213

(677·877)

Superlative Quality Hamburq Ma",oie Tum.
biers in red and black. Few mated pairs.
Shippin/( ok. Send stamp. - Tim Kovatch,
2303 Old San Jose Rd., Soquel, Calif.. 95073
1~1 .(77';)

National West Of England Tumbler Club,
Eastern Division, New members welcomed,
Friendship. Standard, roster, two shows
per year. Dues $5, Juniors $2. - Bob
McCourt, 454 MOille Blvd.• Holbrook, New
York. 11741 (377-278)

TURBITS

Turbits - Show quality birds. reasonable
prices. Red. Yellow. and Black. - Joseph
E. Hoe~'Chele, 1509 Salisbury Rd., Independ
ence, Mo .. 64050, 816·833·1388 (577-777)

Blue Turbits - Show stock. Two mated
pain" one exti'a hell. 1975 banded, $45. WllI
ship. - Frank Ur~'e, 710 Lemley St., Fair
mont. W.Va., 26554. Phone: 304-363-0579

(777-97,7)

VARIOUS BREEDS

Quality Kings, Mondalns, and Homers. 
J. S. M1roth. 5010 Kenmar Rd.. Sacramento.
Calli.. 958~5 (1176-1077)

Several Breeds - Sell or trade, No ship
Pinll. - Joe Troutman, Route 2. Versailles.
Mo, Phone: 314-376-5163 (277-178)

Lahores. Croppers. Fantails. Twenty other
breeds. - Wlillam F. Wheeler. Hampstead.
Md .. 21074 (577-478)

Quality - Seven breeds at lo\v prices.
Write Fisher Lofts, Belle Plaine, Iowa,
52208 (777-977)

Indian Fantails. Others. No shipping. 
Paul Manley, 716 Beech St., Scranton. Pa,.
18505 (777·977)

For Sale - 100 pigeons, Reversewlng Pou
ters, Hanna Pouters. Indian Fantails, Sad·
die Fantails. - C, E. Lockhart, 901 West
College. Blackwell. Okla, (577·777)

Red And Yellow Saxon Whitetails, stud is
German im\>ort, Thuringer and Fairy Swa1·
lows. Jacobins. - Bentley. 1120 Scotti
Hurst. Texas, 76053. (677·877)

Parlor Tumblers, Chinese Owls, Fantails.
Pairs and singles. No shipping. - Grant
Hyames, Jr., 421 E. James, Dighton, Kansas.
67839 (677·777)

Jacobins. Parlors, English 'Trumpeters.
Fantails. Will ship, Stamp. - Dick Greubel.
Box 442. Route 5. Duncansville, Pa.• 16635.
Phone: 814-695·5169 (577·777)

Tipplers, Canadian Tipplers, Rollers, Cumu·
lets.. Guaranteed hll!h Flying birds. - Ray
VllIanova. 236 Van Buren St., Lyndhurst,
New Jersey, 07071 (477-977)

Selling Out - All quality birds. Capuchins.
FriJlback~', Storks, Modenas and others.
Write or call Jerry Cash. 2426 N. Harrison.
Shawnee, Okla., 74801. Phone: 405-275-0058

(577·777)

Large, Healthy. Quality ~quabbers, 75
Silver. 75 Reds. Yellows, all $2.50 each. 100
French. 100 White Kings, all $2.50 each.
Any except Whites $10 pair $72.50. - Gor
don Atkinson. 919-592-6518 (777·977·)

French Mondains with '77 bands, laid pair.
White Headed Starlings. Pheasants, La
hares all "17 bands. $6 each. except old
nair Mondains $20. Good breeders. 
Marion Goehring, Mitchell. S.D.. 57301

(777)

Quality At Reasonab!e Prices - Domestic
Flights. Budapests. Reversewing Pouters.
.Jacobins. Bokhara Trumpeters. Saints, Ber
liner Shortface Tumblers. - Gene Vets,
1000 West 7th St., Sioux City. Iowa. 51103

(777-977)

, English Trumpeters. Nuns. English Pouterl,
· PiKDiy Pouters, Brunn"r Pouters. Swallows,
Dra~oons, Scandaroons. Jacoblns. and
otbers, Buy from one who 'showsl - John

· Heppner 1362 Lander Ave., Turlock. calif.,
·95~M 1177-I!'7'7)

Show stock - 8 KIngs of white. blue. sli
ver and a ...h red. all cocks. All 8 for $40.
sjn~les at $10. French Mondain hens. a few
of Modenas. Nuns. Lahores, Rollers, Ship
occa~'ional1y. - ROl!'er Noftsker. Baker,

· .Mont., 59313. 406·778·2432 . . (577-777)

For July, 1971 ,:. .,
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101 1E. Middle St••

Phone: 312-697-4572

Ohas. Siegel I Son

':~ _---_ -....-...---- _.:.

I
South Elgin. III•• 60177

Complete Line of Pigeon Supplies
Everyt.hlng For The Pigeon Fancy

Please send for our large, Illustrated
catalog. Just enclose SOc with your
name and address. In return. YOU will

• reeeiV9 our catalog, !,Ius a credIt cou.
pon good for SOc toward Your first
purchase.

The following Items are lust a sampl.
Ing of the merchandise we have listed
in our catalog.

Dragoons. Giant Homers. No shipping. 
Tom Barnhart, 706 EWing. L1ma, Ohio.

(1076·1277)

Modenas. Fantails and Trumpeters for sale.
Will ship. - Brian Smith. Route 1. Box
145, Mitchell, South Dakota. 57301 (777-977)

Pedigreed Pensom Rollers. top Birming
hams, Fantails, English Trumpeters. Ball
Head Muffed Rollers (pensom). Jacobins.
Sell or trade. - Don Hearn. 3000 Arundel
Way, San Pablo. Calif.. 94806. 415-223-9216
or 415·235·6941 (777)

For Sale - Various breeds. reasonable
prices. Show Tipplel:s... Flying Tipplers. Fan
tails. Trumpeters. IVlOndains. Frills. Muff
Tumblers. Rollers, Owls, Turbits. Swallows.
Pomeranians. FIi~hts, English Carders. $8
per pair and up. - Robert Olsson. Baring,
Maine, 046JO. Phone: 207-454-268J (777-977)

62·Page Catalog Illustrated $1. - Wild
Domestic Birds, Pigeons. Pheasants. Quail,
Partridge. Swan. Doves, 'Guineas. Chickens.
Waterfowl. Peafowl. Equipment, Incuba
tors. Books. Supplies. Need breeders who
will export pigeons. Write for details. 
Ronson Farms, Box PJ-12565, Columbus.
Ohio. 43212. (577-777)

Selling Out - Nuns. Helmets, African
Owls, ShOrt Face Baldhead Tumblers, Bald
head Muff Tumblers, Jacoblns. RussIan
Tumblers, Ancient Tumblers, F1l.ghts. Capu
chins, Rollers. Purzler Tumblers, LFCL
Tumblers. Will shIp. - Charl~s Ba.l(by•
10031 Union Park Dr., Orlando, Fla., 32807.
305·273-1913 (677-877)

English Carriers, yellow, powdered Silver
show Fantails. Other Fantail breeds. Jaco
bln!l, Capuchins, Ancients. Pouters. La
hores, Chinese Owls. white, yellow, AOC;
English Trumpeters, Ice, Rollers, Oriental
FrUis. Frlllbacks, wWtes, blacks, AOC;
Storks, Rock pIe-eons, show Wests. Nuns,
few other breeds. W1I1 ship. No stamp, no
reply. - D & M Lofts, Box 1045. Everett,
Wash.. 98206. Phone: 206·252-8908. (677·877)

VOORBERO SHIELD CROPPIRS

Premium Quality. - Red, black, blue, yel
low. Barred !I1lvers In red, yellow. blue.
brown. silver and brown. Isabella and Neb
bellng laced. Extra cocks, Serious fanciers
only. "No Price Hunters Please". - Dr.~H.
H. Ford, CWropractor, 3236 Rita Lane. Ft.
Worth, Texas (477-378)

Voorburg Shield croppers - First in USA
as written me by first exporter Nebbeling,
Holland. If you have tried 'he rest. now
vou can buy the bem. No culls or sick
birds ever leave my loft. I have the follow
Ing birds for sale at $18 each or two
for $35 or 4 for $60. or you can offer
a price for the entire stud of 20 birds. 4
red cocks 1976 hatch. 2 red cock!l 1975
hatch. l,strawberry cock 1975 hatch. 1 red
cock 1974 hatch. 2 hens 1976 hatch. 2 red
hens 1975 hatch. 2 strawberry hens 1976
hatch. 2 strawberry hens 1977. 1 medIum
blue-black bar cock 1976 hatch. 1 medium
blue-black bar hen 1976 hatch. 1 light blue
black bar cock 1975 hatch. 1 sllver-r'ed bar
cock 1976 hatch. 1 hen silver-red bar 1976
hatch. 1 sUver-red bar hen 1977 hatch. If
you like Pouters. yoU will love the Voor
burg Shield Croppers. Also a few Brunner
Pouters for sale $20 per pair. Extra hens
both breeds. If you have read this ad, and
Larry Jolly's column in the May lssue 1977.
you can readily determine who was first to
import the Voorbure Shield Cropper into
this country even though he did not men
tion my name. I can and wiII undersell any
of them. The bird shown on page 273, May
Issue. is not a laced Voorburg Shield Crop
per but ls known as a Strawberry Spangled.
this bird has no lacing such as is found
in the laced wing argent Mod"na. so jolly
folly shouldn't try to fool Mother Nature
or the rest of us fanciers and incidently
the Globe on the bird sho\";'1 ls of very
poor quality. Send check or money order
to John J. Bailey. 3117 Raven Rd., Orlando~
F1a.. 32803. Phone: Area Code 305-894·57611

(577-777)

The to"owlng m9cllcatlons are
Postp.llld.•

We also catTy products by: v.... 0

hee (Belgium); Fabry (Belgium);
Harkers (England); San" (Bel
gium).

r····························~·············..·········· _ "
SUBSCRIPTION $6 PER YEAR

THREE YEARS FOR $15

NFZ Soluble ..
Nitrofurazone tablets .

• Furazolidone (NF 180) Tablets
GalllmyclnSol ..
Medic-Aid Sol. . .
Cosa-Terramycin Sol. .. .
Y.O.M. Eye Cream .
Chloretet 10 Sol ..
Tylan Plus Vito Sol .
Amprol Liquid .
Amprol Powder .
Emtryl Sol .

and many morel

$1.45
3.95
3.95
4.50
2.75
3.50
1.25
2.95
5.50
2.75
2.50
8.95

Breeder, Stock. Show - Buy the best.
Blondinettes, Satinettes, Show Turbits.
Bluettes, SUverettEis. Gimpel, Archangels.
High Flying Tipplers, Elster. Magpies. Sua
bians. Snow wWte bar Tipplers, rare
colors. Also others. - John Schenack, 332
Riverside Ave., Lyndhurst. New Jersey,
07071. Phone: 201-933-0379. No !lhlpping.
Come see me. (777-977)'

Various Breeds - Tipplers. Vienna Tum
blers, Fantails, Homers $5 per pair. Arch
angels. Baldhead Tumblers. Mookees,
Chinese Owls, Rollers, West of England.
Helmets $6 per pair. Lahores, Nuns, Frlll
bacl<~', English Trumpeters. Damascenes.
Magpies. High F1yers, Berne Larks, Komor
ner Tumblers, Laughing Pigeons. Hyacin
ths. Suabians, Oriental Rollers. White Fan
tails $8 per pair. Norwich Croppers, Holle
Croppers, Nuremburg Larks. Quaker star
lings. Priem marked Starlings. Ancient
Tumblers, Moorhead Tumblers, Dutch Cap-
uchlns. Pheasant PIe-eons $10 per pair. Sa
xon ShIelds. Prle~'ts, Muffed Ice. Saxon
~pot, Breast Pigeon, Reversewlng Pouter,
Flrebacks $12 per pair. - Darrol L.
HeIsner. Route 1. Box 102, Ord. Nebraska,
68862. Phone: 308-728-3988. Will shIp. t2 off
for unsexed bIrds per pair, (677·877)

Wanted. - Breeden' who want to sell sur
plus birds should advertise In the classified
section. 30c per word for three months.

fOR SAI.E OR TRADE

Various Fancy Breeds. White Homers.
Stamp. .- Arthur L. Thompson, Route 1.
Box 244-B, Laurel. Del., 19956 (777-977)

Twenty Racing Homers. - Mostly Green
shield strain for healthy outdoor type AKC
or UKC d'll( under eight months of age,
delivered. - .}Ien Trendelman, Route 1.
Barger~'Vme, (nd.. 46106 (777)

40 Homers. Trenton, White Plentlckx cross
for sale or h'ade for Spots. Swallows,
Storks, Priests. you make offer. - Frank
Krumwiede. Route 2, Green Forest, Ark.,
72638. 501·423·3546. (777)

SUPPLIES

Nest Record Cards (3 x 4Mo). 15 for quarter.
- Joseph Arlou. Box 682, Walworth. Wis ..
53184 (377-278)

Colored Pictures Pigeons. - All breeds.
list. - Charles Drouin, 62. DeMartigny
Ea~'t, St. Jerome. Que., Canada (377-278)

Pigeon Saver - New proven feeding kit
saves all poorly fed or deserted youngsters.
A must for serious pigeon breeders. Com
plete instruction!>'. $5.98 ppd. (Add $1 West
of Mississippi) - James F. Fon~'eca, 71
Hume Ave.. Medford. Mass., 02155 (777-977)

Miscellaneous Items: - Feather
Kleen Bath Salts, Fee-den, Fou...
talns, Jewelry, Emblem., Vitamin.,
MineraI., IBooks, Record BooIo.
Nest Bowls, Nest Fronts, Tra,.,
A'....... and many y I

..•••..• ..••..·_·· 0 .
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Foreign subscriptions $1.00 additional per y... for postag..

Use CQupon below and get the American Pigeon Jounal each month.
American Pigeon Journal. Warrenton. Mo" 63383
Gentlemen: I am enclosing remittance for $ for which enter my subscription
for the AMERICAN PIGEON JOURNAL for _.. years.

Name _ .

Addrna _ _ _ _.._ _ __ __.._ _ _ .._.._ ..

Citv and State _ _ _ _ __ _ ZI" ....-_....- -.._ _ _ _ .
-American Pigeon Journal



Racing Pigeon Art ";rlnts - Quality.
Limited edition. Color. - B. Kelly, 3802
Glen Oak Dr.• LoulllV111e. Ky., 40218

(677-578)

I Would Like To Correspond with any Ger·
lllan Crested Tall Owl breeder with stock
for sale. - Leonard LeManquals. 25 Ruth
Lane. Demare~1. New Jersey, 07627 (777)

Collapsible Judging Sticks. Finest AvaUable
$3 each. Send check or money order. - 4-J
sales Co .. 713 Crescent. Sunnyside, Wash.•
98944 (677-777)

WANTED

We Purchase Pigeons, doves. pheasants.
canaries. parakeets. cockatiels and all exo
tic birds. Please state breeds. amount. and
price. - Town and Country Animal li'eeds.
1380 Richmond Terrace. Staten island. New
York. 10310. 212-447-9706 (67NI77)

Wanted - Schmalkalden Moorhead. pllira
or singles, - Ric Mills. 2025 N. West Blvd.•
Newton. N.C.• 28658. 704-465-1234 (677-877)

Wanted. - Will pay $10 for a copy of the
January 1913 issue of Pacific Squab Jour
nal. and $6 each for a copy of the February
1913, June 1913. July 1913. and October 1913
Issues of Pacific Squab Jomnal. Need them
to complete our file. - American Pigeon
Journal, Box 278. Warrenton, Mo., 63383.

(tf)

Pigeon Show Calendar
July 16. - Pioneer Pigeon Club Lawn

Show, Wright City Park. Wriirht City. Mo ..
Kenneth Helvey. Show Sec.• Route 2. Box
91-K. Marthasville. Mo., 63357

July 17. - Florida Gulf Coast Pigeon
ClUb 7th Annual All Breed Lawn Show.
Bradenton, Fla., Steve Olsen, Show Sec.,
6023 48th Ave. Dr. East. Bradenton. Fla.,
33508

Jul~' 24. - Carolina Pigeon Club Young
Bird Show, L. B, Graydon, Show Sec.• 13
Low Hill St., Greenville, S.C,. 29605

July 24, - Potomac Pigeon Club Summer
Show. Coca Cola Bottling Co. Community
Hall, Alexandria, Va.. B111 Athey. Show
Sec,. 10545 Bethesda Chmch Rd., Damas
cus. Md" 20750

July 24. - Oregon Fantail ASS'n Young
and Yearling Show Elmira. Ore., A. R.
Thoms, Sec.• 88668 Faulhaber Road. Elmira,
Ore.• 97437.

July 31. - Puget Sound Pigeon Club
Annual Lawn Show. Spanaway Park.
Spanaway. Wash.. sandy Jacobsen. Show
Sec.. 1221 S. Ma~'On. Tacoma, Wash., 98405

July 31. - Pigeon Fancier's Ass'n of
Rochester, N.Y. Lawn Show at Warren
Mack's home. 600 East River Rd.. Roches
ter. N,Y., Phyllis Piper. Sec., 46 Satura
Ave., Rochester, N.Y., 14611.

July 31. - Northwest Roller Society
Young Bird Show. Elmira, Ore.• Hugh
Chapman. 151 Elkay Drive, Eugene. Ore.•
97404.

Aug. 7, - Hammond Pigeon Fanciers
Ass'n 3rd Annual All Br~d Summer Show,
Crown Point Fairgrounds. Crown Point,
Ind.. Joseph Phillips. Sec" 1105 Garfield
St.. Hobart. Ind., 46342

Aug. 10-18. - SMPA Fair Show. Mower
County Fairgrounds. Austin. Minn.. Ted
conradt, Show Sec.• Box 171, Rose Creek.
Minn.. 55970.

Aug. 13-14. - Mid Valley Pigeon Fanciers
Summer Show at Benton County Fair. Jim
~f3a5~n. 31380 Berlin Rd.. Lebanon, Ore.•

Aug. 13-14. - Mountain We~t Pouter and
Cropper Yearling and Young Bird Show,
Murray. Utah, Marvin Bennett, Sec., 6560
South Jefferson st.. Murray. Utah. 84107.

Aug, 14. - Wiscol)sln King Club Young
Bird Show, Spals Tweet and Feather Farm,
Jefferson, Wis.

Aug. 20-27. - Lake COlmty Fair Pigeon
Show. Lake County Fair. Crown Point. Ind .•
Joseph Philllps. Supt., 1105 Garfield St.,
Hobart. Ind., 46342

Aug. 21. - White Rose Pigeon Ass'n, Inc.
Annual Summer Show, York Interstate
Fairgrounds, Earl Sheaffer, Jr., Show Sec.,
288 W. Franklin St.. Ephrata. Pa.. 17522

Aug. 21. - Saginaw Pigeon Ass'n Lawn
Show, Donald Hozeska. Show Sec., 2127
Hartsuff, aginaw, MiCh. 48601

Aug. 21. - Northwe~i Roller Club, Star
Lake, Puyallup. Wash .• Lou Longo. Show
Sec.. 18441 102 Ave. SE, Renton. Wash..
~8Q55

Aug. 28. - Valley Pigeon Club Lawn

.'For July, 1977
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Books On Piaeons
Encyclopedia Of Pigeon Breeds

With Preface By Dr. Willard F. Hollander

Released December, 1965. 5%" x 8". 800 pages, 798 pictures In na
tural color from 27 countries, and 41 In black and white. A book that has
to be seen to be appreciated. Price postpaid and Insured In U.S.A. and
Canada - $30.00. Recommended by Book Lists of American Library
Association.

The Pigeon - 1911 Reprint.
Green Buckram binding. ,Same fine paper and contents as the 1974

reprint. Price postpaid and insured in U.S.A, and Canada - $36.95.
Recommended by Book Lists of American Library Association.

Making Pigeons Pay
Revised 1968 edition, 1976 reprint. Price $9.95 pp In U.S.A. and Canada.

Levi Publishing Co., Inc.
P.o. Drawer 730·A, Sumter. S.C., 29150

~,. _ .
. ...

Vita-Stress - Still Available fro~ Foy's
For several years My good friend Gerry Leberman has sold Vita

Stress to many satisfied customers. While Gerry was In business I d1d not
want to copy his product. Since Gerry no longer sells It I am seiling It.

Vita-Stress
Each pound contains 4.5 grams Oxytetracycline hydrocholorlde (Ter

ramycin), vltam'ln B12, vitamin A, vitamin 03, niacin, riboflavin, panto
thenic acid, plus calcium, very similar to Myzon Pigeon Builder.

1 lb. $3.75 - 3 Ibs. $8.50 - 10 tbs. $27.50

Send 10 cents and stamp for Complete new 1977 Catalogue

Foy's Pigeon Supplies
Box 27166, Golden Valley, Minn., 55427

. .
: _ -.:

PIGEON TRAPS
NEIGHBORS HATE YOUR.

PIGEONS? Correct use of a trap
allows you to exercise them daily
before feeding. eliminates roost·
ing on nearby houses or build
ings.

Wood frame. sturdy 3/16 In.
bobs, all metal parts, featherlight
aluminum. Fits 12 x 18 In. open·
ing. $5.95 plus postage. (Wt. 3
Ibs. check with post office for
rate or send $2 and extra will be
refunded.)

We sell bobs and wire if you
want to make your own trap,
regularcir stall type; .'

Send 10c and a stamp for
complete supply catalog.

FOY'S PIGEON SUPPLIES
Dept. PJ, Box 27166,

Golden Valley, Minn., 55427.............................................................~................•.......~..................•.....~
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Lou's Pigeon Exchange

Show, South Park. OShkOlOh. Wis.• Richard
Walkush, Sec.• Route L Box 440, Waupaca.
Wis .. 54981

Aug. 28. - Santa Clara Valley Pigeon
Club All·~.. All·Breed Lawn Show, 1674
Stierlln Rd.• l'l1olintaln View. Gallf.• Terry
Carlson. Show Sec., 5565 Jonathan Dr.,
Newark. Calif.• 94560

Aug. 28. - Valley PI~eon Club ~awn
Show, South Park, Oshkosh, Wis., Richard
Walkush, Route I, Box 440, Waupaca, Wis.,
54981.

Sept. 3. - Central California Pi~eon Club
3rd Annual Young Bird Show. Fresno Fair
groW1ds. Fresno, Calif.. John Bisbee, Show
Sec., 559 N. 6th St., Fresno Calif., 93702

Sept. 3·4. - Central Washington PIgeon
Club 6th Annual All Breed Show, Yakima,
Wash .• Bruce Perrault, Show Sec.. Route
6. Box 200·E. Yakima Wash.. 98908

Sept. 4-6. - Greater Sacramento Pigeon
Club State Fair Pigeon Show. Cal Expo,
Sacramento. Calif., Carl Rode~erots, Show
Sec., 3 Sequoia PL, Woodland. Calif., 95695.

Sept. 10. - Western II'1ichlgan Pigeon
Ass'n Young Bird and Yearling Show. Ot
towa County Fair~ro'unds, James Wabehe,
Sec .. 10656 Adams st., Holland, Mich.. 49423.

Sept. 11. - Indiana PiJ;(eon Club Swap
pers Day. FairgroW1ds, Alexandria, Ind.,
Luther R. Day, Rt. 7. Box 18-14, Anderson,
Ind., 46011.

Sept. 11. - Joe Curran Annual Lawn
Show, Chester Shliapa. Show Sec., 11 Camp
Hill Dr .• Oxford, Mass., 01540

Sept. 11. - St. Louis Metropolitan Pigeon
Fanciers Ass'n Lawn Show. Memorial Post
37, 4106 S. Broadway. St. LouIs. Mo., Mary
Parrott, Show Sec.. 19 Peppertree Dr.,
Fenton. Mo., 63026

Sept. 11. - Northern illinois Pigeon
Association AlI·Breed YOW1J;: Bird Show,
Oregon Collsewn. Oregon, IlL, Jim YOW1g,
Show Sec .• Route 3, Dixon. Ill., 61021

Sept. 11. - Watertown PIgeon Club Lawn
Show, Riverside Park, Watertown. Wis.,
Eugene Koppen, Show Sec., Route 1, Fort
Atkin~'On, Wis.. 53538

Sept. 11. - Northern Illinois Pi~eon As
sociation Young Bird Show, C. H. YOW1g,
Route 3. Dixon. nl.. 61021

Sept, 18. - Fond du Lac All·Varlety PI·
geon Club Annual YOW1~ Bird Show. Fond
du Lac COW1ty Recreation Center. Fair·
grounds, Gary Struck, Show Sec.. Star
Route. Weyauwega. WIs.• 54983

Sept. 18, - Bay City Pigeon Fanciers
Lawn Show. Bay County Fairgrounds. Paul
F. Dabrowski. Sec.• 2405 Fitzhugh St.• Bay
City, Mich., 48706

Sept. 18. - Florida Gulf Coast Pigeon
Club 7th Annual Young Bird Yearling
Show, Bradenton, Fla., Steve Olsen, Show
Sec., ii023 48th Ave. Dr. Ea~t, Bradenton,
Fla.. 33508

Sept. 18. - Philadelphia-South Jersey Pi
geon Ass'n Young BIrd Show, National
Guard Armory, Route 38, MOW1t Holly, N.J.,
Robert Hartman, Show Sec., 330 Willow
Grove st., Hackett~town, N.J., 07840

Sept. 21-25. - Western Washington Fair
Annual All Breed Pigeon Show, contact the
Western Washington Fair As~'n, Puyallup
Fairgrounds. Puyallup, Wash., 98371

Sept. 25. - Badger State Tumbler Club
Young BiI'd Lawn Show, Ralph Kahl Resid·
ence. Route 5, 1826 Outlook Court. Stough·
ton. Wis., 53589

Sept. 25. - Milwaukee Metro Pigeon Club
Lawn Show, Orchard Inn, Highway 45.
Milwaukee. Wis.

Sept. 24·0ct. 2, - Tidewater Fancy Pi·
geon Club Show. Virginia State Fair. Rich·
mond, Va., Ed Brooks. 1609 Adams Drive
West Suffolk, Va.• 23436

Oct. 1·2. - Snohomish County Pigeon
Fanciers Annual Fall Show, Monroe, Wash,

Oct. 1·2. - Mountain West Pouter and
Cropper Club Winter Meet Murray. Utah,
Marvin Bennett, Sec., 6560 South Jefferson
St., Murray. Utah, 84107.

Oct. 2. - District Young Norwich Crop·
per Show, AustIn, Minn., Don Heller, Dlst.
Director, 804 3rd Ave. So, St. James, Minn..
56081.

Oct. 2. - 1977 SMPA Bill Tryer Memorial
Young Bird Show, Mower County Fair
grounds, Austin, Minn" Ted Conradt. Show
Sec .. Box 171, Rose Creek, Minn., 55970.

Oct. 2. - Lincoln Hills Pigeon Fanciers
Club Annual Fall AlI·Breed Show. Dubois
County 4·H Fairground. Huntingburg, Ind..
Dovie Maxey. Show Sec .. Route I, Hunting·
bUt'g, Ind., 47542

Oct. 8·9. - Yavapai Pi~eon Club Show.
Prescott, Ariz.. Russell Albro. Blue Hills
RL Dewey. Ariz., 86327

Oct. 15. - Eastern South Dakota Pigeon
Club 2nd Annual Youn~ Bird Show. Dale
Flannery, Show Sec.• 4017 E. 21st st.• Sioux
Falls. S.D.. 57103

(More show dates next month.)

802· 10th Street,
UnioH Oity, N.J., 01081

All Varieties of Pigeons. Doves Bought and Sold

Bay-Mor Feeds - Open Every Day and Night

Saturday 9 to 9 - Sunday 9 to 7

The nry best grit on the market today 18 now avallable in botJt,
50 lb. lLIld lOOlb. bap.

We )lave just moved to new warehoUH lLIld production rac1M.tftll
with all new m1x1ng and handl1ng equipment. Th18 will enable ua to
llerTe you better and gua.rantee you the hJ&,h88t qualitY pit a.vallabl.
for your birds.

Each baste particle or "XX" Red Crou Health Grit OOll.talll.l tlle
proper ration ot 88seu.tial trace minerals and other 1nl'fed1enta to 1llinre
&,ood health and lJtamillA.

Get What You Pay for WIth

Red + Health Grit
The Very BNt Since 1901

For a fr.. brochure, send a ..If addreaed stamped eAvel... to:

The J. W. Williamson 00.

Now eervtng EMtern '-nnIylvanla, Delaware, Central and South Jeney
with a complete line of quality Pigeon Feed..

WholeNle M1d Ret..1facilltl.. located .. NlcholeoM Farm Iuppty 1ft
Aura. GIUIboro, N.J.

Phone: 201·865-6800 i.
.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••_ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Jl

Box 340. Route I, Glassboro. N.J., 08028
Phone: 609-881,.3267

C..,. That For Over Forty Years Have Satisfied Fanciers anti Ixhlblten
at Leading Show. and Fairs Throughout the Country

WRITE FOR FREE CIRCULAR

KRIPPER COOPING COMPANY
I~~ w.•",nhllm St~..~:~~_ ••__ Milwaukee. ~'.:.~

Ill·····················································............................•.•......•........•.......j
!.

I
I

,_··········_······_··ExHi·Birj·ON-·COOPs-···
I JUDGING OR WALKING PINS

i
:
I
I

il""--_..-.- _ _ ,..---- ---.- 1

Newl From "XX" Red Cross i
!
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World Pigeon Happenings
ANew All-Breed Bi.;Monthly Magazine

Since the release of World Roller Happenings, we have received many requests to publish an aH-breed magazine,
presented in a modem color format like WRH, from our readers who ra'iseother varieties of Fancy Bigeons. After in
quiring about the subjeot matter, we realized even more the never-ending quest for knowledge by the pigeon fancier.

The American Pigeon Jouma.J has served the pigeon fancy for six decades. The APK and others have disappeared
with the passing of time. Yet, the APJ is a tested champion of time. However, Mr. Fmnk H. Hollmann deserves special
recognition for providing us with a place of communication. Without Frank's help and devoted energy, the pigeon hobby
would not have been promoted as well.

:.: World Pigeon Happenings offers the pigeon fancy our services. Our 'readers will receive ,the best photography in
town, color artwork by WRH master Tony Machado, the finest in journalism, informative articles, stories from the
best writers, presented in the most polished format there is. Since we take six weeks to prepare for publication, we can
offer you quality par excellence! A:lsointerviews with leading pigeon fanciers around the world, to give you an insight into
the art of breeding pigeons.

In the past decade, we have heard much on the subject of ecology, from many areas including conservationists,
government officials and ,the general public. One may immediately ask, "What has this to do with pigeons?" Yet, for some
time, the public and government have been concerning themselves with the negative aspects of pigeons. The Dingell
Bill is a good example. Thank the Lord that this bill did not pass in anyfl()rm, but we must take steps to prevent it from
doing so in the future. Unfortunately, too many average citizens look upon pigeons as something that must be elimi
nated, in the fight for purity in our environment.

The staff of WPH attended a psychology class at the University of California. There was a modified World Asso
ciation Test given to the class with the insertion of the word "pigeons" for a word-response stimulus. It was amazing, in
this day and year of 1977, that so many students replied with the responses of "dirty", "disease", "pests", or other select

.- ed negative .terms. Is Lt any wonder that many of our local governments react with legislation of prohibitive nature, and

. zone· pigeon-keeping virtually out of existence in their locali ties?
Is it not time that we, as pigeon fanciers, devote more in the way of effort, toward developing a better public image?
World Pigeon Happenings would like to contribute our part to the pigeon fancy by promoting the hobby with our new

all-breed color magazine format - a publication you can be proud to show aM your friends,and not just those familiar
With our favorite pastime. With· your support, World Pigeon Happenings feels that we can play a vital role in developing

• a better image with the general public, the news media, and, of course the law-making bodies in government. We feel that
-we have a good, wholesome hobby, which appeals to people in all wallis of life and all age brackets.

WPH is available to serve you. Our first issue will be a limited edition and will not be reprinted don'.t miss this one
subscribe today! Volume One Nunmber One has a tentative distribution date in August 1977, and will certainly become a
rare collector's item.

John C. Philipps, Joseph D. LaFauci
Editors, Publishers, World Roller Happenings, World Pigeon Happenings

_______________Zip f~""'_

Send to; World Pigeo11 Happenings
1173 Palm Avenue
Redwood City, Ca. 94061

SUBSCRIPTIONS:,
$10.00 per year; $1. 75 per copy. Foreign subscriptions: add Sl.00 for mailing COSts.

Enclosed is a check or m~ney order for $ _
Name _

, Address --'-

It is WPH's esteemed pleasure to have as our first
interview, tire FRANK HOLLMANN STORY. \\

~*****'**- *- .. *-'" **- •• Ie Ie*' '" Ie*' •• Ie ••••••••• *- *- ••••••••••••• *- •• *-. *., \
World Pigeon Happenings Ask no! what your Pigeon sport

A newall-breedbi-monthly color magazine. can do f{)r you.
But ask yourself what

fuch issue a collector's item! you can do for rhe hobby

....
····~-.~.:.Jlt•••••••• 11:I II : u:.:a:. o:.:::.u:.:L-n-I:.IJl:U ·"-n a:.:aJ:u:u:oIO-' ~:a:a:JLIa.,
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IRON ON TRANSFERS IRON ON TEE-SHIRTS. SWEATSHIRTS. JERSEYS AND OTHER APPAREL.
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Pigeon Fanciers Of America
'.0. Box 8&8, Anoka, Minn., 51303

MUFFED TUMBIERS
AISO HEIJ.fETS - JACOB:rn3 - CHINESE OWLS

FULL SIZE APROX. 7X9 SI.50 EA
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National Piaeon Association, Inc.

UTILITY - SPORTING

James R. Lairmore, Sec.
MAILING ADDRESSc P.O. Bo. 3488,

Orange, Calif., 92665
Phone: 714-637·6285

Here's What A Membership Brlngsl

1. Membership Button
2. Membership Card
3. Loft Reglstra"on Card
4. NPA Review (quarterly)
5. Marked Catalog of National Show

('8CIult members only)

NPA Band Distributors

FRED LANGRIDGE
819 En Avenue. Dallas, Texas, 75'211

FOY'S PIGEON SUPPLIES
Box 27166, Golden Valley, Minn., 554i7

ALEX'S AGRI. SUPPLY C::O.
1021 Story Ave., louisville, Ky., 40206

FRED WACKER, JR.
1417 57th Street, Sacramento, tallf., 95819

CHAS. SIEGEL and SON
1011 E. Middle St., South Elgin, III., 60177

JOHN De£ARLO
10015 Monterey Mwy., Gilroy, Calif., 95020

CLARKS PIGEON AND POULTRY SUPPLY
624 Kansas Ave., Kansas City, Kansas, 66105

Orders only t.ken by these distributors from
January "II August 31st of each year

RUSS SAPP
122 Spout Spri", Avenue, Mt. Holly, NJ., 08060

PLEASE NOI'E. - We would appreciate It If postage
would be sent for all band orders Ilccorom2 to the fol.lawiDg
schedule for FlrBt CJa.ss Mail.California ResIdents 6% Tax

No C.O.D. Orders

......................................................................................

.......................................................................................

otficial NPA Order Blank

RACING - FANCY

JOIN YOUR NPA
$5 PER YEAR

Juniors (Under 18) $3

USE NPA BANDS
8c Each

Size Underline The Breed For wtllch You Wanf Bands Qty.

Archangel.; Fanfalls; Gooleas; Me/mats; Nurembel'9
larks; Lofans; Mookees; ChInese Owl.; Short Faced

A Tumblers; German Owls: Brunner Pouters; Starlings;
Suablans; Tipplers; Parlor Tumble.s; Hlghfllers;
Vienna Tumblers; Clean Legged l'oylI; Laugher. and
Pheasants.

BRacing Hom"rs Only.

CI"an L"gged Ancl"nts; Cumulatf;; PII"hts; Holle
Croppers; Hyacinfhs; Jacoblns; Nuns; Lacenes; Magpies;

C Miniature Cr"sfs; African Owls; Norwich Cropper.:
~wlfts; BohpmJan Pouters; Komornllr Tumbh..s; 1'u....
bits: Swing Pouters; Fir"bae~.

D Antwerp Sm"rl".; Damascenas; Golas; CobuPIJ Larks;
English Owls; Pigmy Poufers.

Barb: Kaniks; Dewlaps; Dragoons; Exhlbltle n MemeMl;
E German B~autv Hom"rs; L"banon,; Maltase; Lenard";

Polish Lynx; Show Rac"rs.
-

F Oriental Frills (Wid" band); ProduetlClII tvge Carneaux
and King•.

Antwerp; Bagdads; Carrie"; Florentines; Genuine
G Homers; Show Homers; Hungarian,; Engl~ Poute..;

Scandaroons; Texan PioneeFtl.

Feathar Ll>gg"d Ancients; Frlllbacks; Indian pantallSj
H Muffed Ice; Monks; Oriental Frnl.; Pr'"ste; ptarm·

Qans; Moorh"ad Tumblers; Fe.fher L&lI9l1d Rollal'S;
Muffed Tumblers; Lahor",; West of I!ngland Tumbl"rs.

French Mondains; Indian Mondalns; Giant Cruts;
J Dutch Croppers; Pomeranian Pouters; Reversew'ng

Pouters; Saxon Pouters; Hana Peulel'S; Runts; Swiss
Mondaines.

K Am"rlcan Giant Homers; Show Type Carneaux; Show
Type Kings; Strassers.

L CI"an L"g Tumb'"rs Only.

M Modenas Only.

R RolI"rs Only.

T Bokhara TrumpM"rs; English "'rumpeters; Dueh~~
Italian Mondain"s; Shl"lds; SWIS8; and Swallows. •

This Is a t:-and larg"r than fhe T Or J size. Can be
Z us~d for laroe Pouters, or Trumpeters. Because of

th" larne size and cost. fhlt band sells for 9c "ach.

A HALF C,ENTURY OF LEADERSHIP
AND SERVICE TO THE AMERICAN
PIGEON FANCY - ORGANIZED 1920.

58 band; - l2c
100 bands - 2&
150 baDd5 - 2k
200 bands - 52e
300 bands - 65c

NOTE: MinilDUlll Order 10 Bands - Plain Aluminum
• State, Zip Code Seamless Bands...._-_ _..----.. .- _ _ _.__ __ --..---- ---._-_ _-- ~
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C:LAIR HETLAND, Druggist
Malter Breeder - Bokhara Torumpeters. Recognlnd by NPA and APe

P.O. Box 27' 66, Golden Valley, Minn., 55427

Merchandise in this Ad Is all quoted Postage Paid and will be shipped
UPS unless otherwise dlrected. For fast servtce add $1.00 per pound. Fat'
Special Delivery add Sl.50. Give direction. for UPS to deliver (phone No.).
I am in the pigeon 5upply bU51neu full time now. I am stili • Druggist
but I am doing what I like with your help. PhOne orders accepted, no
collect calli, 1-61·2-537-4242 almost anytime. Best tfme to call 1 p.m. to
10 p.m. Complete SUpply Catalog lOc plul stamp.

Foy's Pigeon Supplies

-----_.-.

Oyster Shell Tableb
Natural calcium source. A must for

your good "en.. Kel!ps eggs smooth.
Also a bIg help for older Itens.
100-$2.25 200-$4.00 1000-$15.00

Cod LIver on Capsul..
500 1~ minim .. $5.00
100 3 minim $1.75
500 S minim _.._ $7.50

A 10urCe of vltamlll A and D. Most
pigeon feeds or grains !lave no vlt.IIII"
0, PIgeons havo 80 skin exposed to the
.un so Vltaml" B Is eaeDtlal.

Wheat Germ 011 Cap-..I..
500 at .... ..... ... _.................••00

Great for putting tllef final bloolll on
the feattoen.

Vnns More
A product you may have used before.

Now available from me.
1 package s:s.sO
7 packaves...... $5.50

A help-fut product tltat "elps the
bird" performance and wives the
glossy sheen In appeaNlnce.

Old Dutch No L1g1tt Pills
A mild laxative ond conditio..... for

pigeons going light off feed, etc.
SUO

Ideal Pills
500 at $5.50 1000 at $1.95

Mild tonic for dumpy birds.

For F~ncierts Health
wnson Respirator .... $5.00
25 Extra Filters _.. _... ...... $1.25

Ttlis prodUct Is the last tilIng I would
be without. I love my pigeon. and want
to kHP t ....m as long aa I can. Dust In
the pigeon loft will shorten t"e time I
can keep my bird•. NaYer clean the loft
without a dust mask. It makes sen88.
Get a mask b"forl! the dust gets you.

Supplies and Drugs
Vitamins and Tonics

Hetland Loft Pigeon Builder
Available in one pound pla.tlc cani·

sters for easy 1lY.'t use. HelpfUl during
moulting season. breeding season. duro
ing moult and In bad weather. Cont.lns
Antlbotlc plus VitamIns (InCluding ADK
and B·12 plus others). Superior to old
MyYon Pigeon builder formula.
1 can $5.00 2 $9.00 5 $20

Vlta,ol (VItamin and Minerals)
2-1 lb. packages _ $ 6.95
5-1 lb. packages __ $15.00

HIghly concentrated - Contain. more
vitamin A and 0 than Cod LIver. plus
E:alclum Pantothenate. VitamIn K, Nla·
cln, Riboflavin. Vitamin E. Folic AcId.
Choline Bltartr.te plus electrOlytes.
Goes a long way - 1 tea.poonsful to 3
gallons of drInking wder so It goes a
long way. StlmulatM oppetlte durIng
stress of dlaease.

$100

$3.50

$12.00

Sodium Florlde Powder
An old time product for dipping pl

neons for lice with In.truCltloe on how
+0 do It.

1 IC~~e ·Itl~·th~f,.'~·~:.. $2.50
Roost Paint
e(\metimp~ hard to find.

1 pint •.50 2 for $4,50
Gennex Disinfectant

Th.. chem1eal 'hat used to be In
vltspol that kept the skum out of drink·
;ng wate".
2 quarts $7.00
Tamed Iodine Dlslnfflctant

Oroanlc Iodine - Dual purpose of
supplyIng IodIne and dJ!>Infectlng w;lter.
~ecome. c leer wtlen no longor affective.
1 quart $4.00
Ren-O-Sal Tablet5
250 $4.50 100 $2.50

(Coccidlo.ls ~eventa"ve)

Amprol Liquid $2.50
Prevents co'cldiosls

Prer:>arations For The Eye
Triple antibiotic eye ointment or
TelTamycln eye ointment 51.50
Inflamed eye ointment $3.00

Foy"s Ciank_ Powder (1!'nItrYfl
$l.00 $4.00 $5;00

A five day wa'er tre.tment for treat·
ing c.nker In a flock of plgllOM.

New Emtryl Toableb
Aoaln we bring beck a wlltnor. erntryl

30 mgm tablets. A one dOM t,,"tntont
for canker. Safe and effectlvo.
50 tablets .. . _. $4.95
Foy"s Liquid Wonner

To control round worm.. IndivIdual
.re~+ment hottle.
2 Ounce dropper $2.00
8 Ounce for flock treatment $5.00
IFlock trelltment for drinkIng wafer.)

Halrworm Treatment
30 bird treatment .
Tramlsol (Levamlsole)

For hairworm•.
500 cc .
Tapeworm remedy
12 bird treatment ... , $2.00
Methyrldlne plU5 Plpera%fne
30 bird treatment. . ....._ ....~ .. _._._. .,.50

Louse Pre!Jarai:ion
Vapona Strip!!

Recommend',d by many to be kopt
hanging In loft at all tlRlles. WIll con·
trol lice on pigeons ""Is .. a convenI
ent way to con'rol nce in pIli_a.
1 strip _ 52.25
2 ItrfpS. $4.50
Feather Rot C:ream

Must be used wit" cllutlotl but wtn
con+rol 'ho condItion th.t ClKJ8eIl naked
necks in pigeons.

Clair Hefland Druggist
Anti-I nfeetives

Nitrofurazone 10 mgm tableb
I hold thl!se 5 years ago and Itave not

been able to get them. Now they are
available. Good for coccidIosIs and
Paratyphoil!.
100 at $4.00 I 200 at $7.00
Furazolidone tablets 25 mgm

Formerly available as NF fao tableh
in the 50 mg.... Until now the drug was
not available. Good for Paratyphoid and
other diseases. Very popular wIth pi
geon fancIer,; for year.

100 at $5.00 200 at $7.90
NItrofurazone (double strength)

Eff"ctIVl! tr"atment for paratyphoid
and coccidiosis. I hllVe used It myself
for two year. regltlarly and found It
safe end effective.
1 lb $4.00
Aureomycin Tablets 25 mgm

A must for every pigeon fancier In an
~~~d~.dosage ~rm. Give twIce dally for

100 at $2.30
200 at - -- $4.25
300 at $6.00
Tylan Soluble flylosln)

Ttle only truly effectIve drug for
c-ronlc respiratory dl.ease. It has cured
"cronic cough" In !llrds that had been
.fck for sIx months. Muat be gIven for
fIve days. IE'nough for

5 gal $5.00
10 gal. ._ $8.50
Tylan Capsules

"or the bird you can't afford to lose.

12 capi '" $1.25
Foy"1 Sulfamethazine

For Cholera. CoccIdiOSis. Paratyphoid.
Sour Crop. and some types of colds.

240 cc $2.25
480 cc._.. _ $4.00
960 cc.......................... $6.10
Sulfaquinoxaline Concentrate

Enough to treat 50 gallons of drInking
water. Effective for coccidiosis and
paratyphoId.

1 bottle $3.50 2 for $6.75
N~Terramycin Soruble Powder

For treatment of cronIc respIratory
diseases and also oood for bacterial
enteritis (green droppings).

25 gallon tl'Ntment $3.50
Quad-Sulta5

Ea.ler on pIgeon than single sulfas.

1 pint . $4.10
Vetaquamycln-25, or Terramycin, or
Aureomycin, 6.4 oz. pkgs.
1 pkg. $3.00 . 2-$5.00 3-$7.25

All one kind or assorted. Good broad
spectrum antibiotics used In drinking
.water. Good for colds.
Galllmycin Soluble Powder

Enough to make !O g.IIons of treated
solution. For respiratory diseases, also
Is a praventatlve during tlllles of stress.
1 package $4.51
Medic-Aid Powder
Enough for 50 galloM 1 pkg. $2.75

4 ~k~~coidi.. b..:,t ..•.. ~e.~.I ...h!.~O~
non·speclflc enteritis (gr&en droppings).
Contains !'Itreptolllvcln and penIcillIn
plua vitamins. Good treatmeltt for res-
plratory dlaea.es.

TelTamycin E~ Formula Wilt. $5.75
l'erramycln Injection 50 CC $3.50
Tylan 200 Injection 10 cc $2.00
Comblotlc Injection 100 cc $4.95
10 cc $1.00

FOY'S


	apj76-07_P01
	apj76-07_P02
	apj76-07_P03
	apj76-07_P04
	apj76-07_P05
	apj76-07_P06
	apj76-07_P07
	apj76-07_P08
	apj76-07_P09
	apj76-07_P10
	apj76-07_P11
	apj76-07_P12
	apj76-07_P13
	apj76-07_P14
	apj76-07_P15
	apj76-07_P16
	apj76-07_P17
	apj76-07_P18
	apj76-07_P19
	apj76-07_P20
	apj76-07_P21
	apj76-07_P22
	apj76-07_P23
	apj76-07_P24
	apj76-07_P25
	apj76-07_P26
	apj76-07_P27
	apj76-07_P28
	apj76-07_P29
	apj76-07_P30
	apj76-07_P31
	apj76-07_P32
	apj76-07_P33
	apj76-07_P34
	apj76-07_P35
	apj76-07_P36
	apj76-07_P37
	apj76-07_P38
	apj76-07_P39
	apj76-07_P40
	apj76-07_P41
	apj76-07_P42
	apj76-07_P43
	apj76-07_P44
	apj76-07_P45
	apj76-07_P46
	apj76-07_P47
	apj76-07_P48
	apj76-07_P49
	apj76-07_P50
	apj76-07_P51
	apj76-07_P52
	apj76-07_P53
	apj76-07_P54
	apj76-07_P55
	apj76-07_P56
	apj76-07_P57
	apj76-07_P58
	apj76-07_P59
	apj76-07_P60
	apj76-07_P61
	apj76-07_P62
	apj76-07_P63
	apj76-07_P64
	apj76-07_P65
	apj76-07_P66
	apj76-07_P67
	apj76-07_P68
	apj76-07_P69
	apj76-07_P70
	apj76-07_P71
	apj76-07_P72
	apj76-07_P73
	apj76-07_P74
	apj76-07_P75
	apj76-07_P76
	apj76-07_P77
	apj76-07_P78
	apj76-07_P79
	apj76-07_P80
	apj76-07_P81
	apj76-07_P82
	apj76-07_P83
	apj76-07_P84
	apj76-07_P85
	apj76-07_P86
	apj76-07_P87
	apj76-07_P88
	apj76-07_P89
	apj76-07_P90
	apj76-07_P91
	apj76-07_P92
	apj76-07_P93
	apj76-07_P94
	apj76-07_P95
	apj76-07_P96
	apj76-07_P97
	apj76-07_P98
	apj76-07_P99
	apj76-07_P100
	apj76-07_P101
	apj76-07_P102
	apj76-07_P103
	apj76-07_P104
	apj76-07_P105
	apj76-07_P106
	apj76-07_P107
	apj76-07_P108
	apj76-07_P109
	apj76-07_P110
	apj76-07_P111
	apj76-07_P112
	apj76-07_P112A
	apj76-07_P113
	apj76-07_P114
	apj76-07_P115
	apj76-07_P116
	apj76-07_P117
	apj76-07_P118
	apj76-07_P119
	apj76-07_P120
	apj76-07_P121
	apj76-07_P122
	apj76-07_P123
	apj76-07_P124
	apj76-07_P125
	apj76-07_P126
	apj76-07_P127
	apj76-07_P128
	apj76-07_P129
	apj76-07_P130
	apj76-07_P131
	apj76-07_P132
	apj76-07_P133

