
Wikimedia and open access innovations at the  

National Library of Scotland 

 





‘Imagine a world in which every single 

person on the planet is given free access to 

the sum of all human knowledge. 

That’s our commitment.’ 





How can you trust an 
encyclopaedia when so 
many articles come pre-
packaged with a big 
warning label at the 
top: ‘This article has 
multiple issues’? 

How can you not? 



All revisions open 
and accessible 

Conversations 
are an integrated 
part of content 
creation and 
management  

Encouraging analysis 
and critical thinking 



GLAM-Wiki Initiatives 

Galleries, Libraries, Archives, Museums 
 
GLAM-Wiki supports GLAMS and other 
institutions who want to work with Wikimedia to 
produce open-access, freely-reusable content for 
the public 
 
• Wikimedians in Residence 
• QRpedia 

• Showcase high-quality Wikipedia 
articles related to collections 

• Content donations 
• Digital restoration 
• Student programmes 
• GLAM-Wiki events 
 



Wikipedia is an incredible place to reach hungry learners 
and join a community of dedicated researchers who care 
deeply about making knowledge accessible to everyone.  
 

– Nina Simon, Executive Director of The  
Museum of Art & History in Santa Cruz,  

Museum 2.0 





Wikipedians in the library... 



National Library of Scotland collections = 17 million...? 
 
Reading Room access = 8000 
 
Digitisation efforts = 0.1% of total collections 
 
Digital reach 3x Reading Room access 









Wikimedia Policies and Guidelines 

Assume good faith 

Avoid conflicts of interest 

Cover notable topics 

Maintain a neutral point of view 

All material must be verifiable 

No original research 



Bridging gaps, breaking barriers 



Thank you! 


