Commons multimedia

What is Wikimedia
Commons?

It's a free online repository of media used in
Wikipedia and other Wikimedia projects that
have been shared by volunteers. Commons
only allows images and other media files that
are not subject to copyright restrictions which
would prevent them being used by anyone,
anytime, for any purpose.

Pictures, video and audio files are popular,
as are documents, maps and information
graphics.

FINDING FREE MEDIA

Good sources of free
media:

YOUR OWN WORK ¢ FLICKR ¢
U.S. GOVERNMENT CONTENT

Remember to double-
check copyright

What content is allowed on Wikimedia Commons?

PUBLIC DOMAIN FREELY LICENSED

YES. Media in the public
domain with no copyright
or an expired copyright
can be uploaded to
Commons. This includes
old pre-1923 content and
many US government

YES. Works released
under Creative
Commons Attribution
and Sharealike licenses,
or any that allow

free reproduction
(commercial and non-

WOTrKSs. commercial use) are
allowed on Commons.
Most works you create
or photograph yourself
qualify.

LICENCE
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Creative Commons licenses were created in 2001 to allow creators to
communicate which rights they reserve, and which rights they waive for the
benefit of recipients or other creators. It was started by Harvard professor

TRADITIONAL COPYRIGHT

NO. Media under
traditional copyright that
do not allow for free
reporduction cannot be
on Commons. Recent
work you did not create
yourself likely falls under
this category.

What can you do?
Contact content owners
to see if they will release
their work

under

a free

license.

FOR MORE INFO

Lawrence Lessig to provide an

m
alternative to strict “all rights Creat Ive
reserved” copyright in the United
States. CC licenses are sometimes com mOns

described as “some rights reserved

WEB: http://commons.wikimedia.org/
wiki/COM:L




