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What is Wikipedia and how to read it?



Encyclopedic 
knowledge

Encyclopedic activity is about 
organizing information: collecting, 
editing and publishing it. 

Structural knowledge.



Wikipedia can be seen as a modern 
enlightment

Wikipedia was established in 2001

Jimmy Wales: “Imagine a world in 
which every single person on the 
planet is given free access to the 
sum of all human knowledge. 
That's what we're doing.”

“Wiki” is Hawaijian language 
that means “quick”



Wikimedia family or 
Wikimedia information 

ecosystem



Wikipedia and Wikimedia
Wikipedia is net published encyclopedia 

Wikimedia is:

1. Wikipedia and other wiki-information 
systems supporting organizations — 
chapters, user groups in different countries 

2. Wikimedia family 
3. Wikimedia Foundation, San Francisco, 

more than 350 workers, funds Wikimedia 
organizations and individuals



Five pillars of Wikipedia
Wikipedia is an encyclopedia

Wikipedia is written from a neutral point of view

Wikipedia is free content that anyone can use, edit, and distribute

Wikipedia's editors should treat each other with respect and civility

Wikipedia has no firm rules



Typical in Wikimedia and Wikipedia communities:
● Inclusivity — everybody is needed
● Openness — open licences, free knowledge
● Neutrality — non commercial, neutral 
● Volunteerism, devotion, both experts and general knowledge
● Pragmatism, problem solving
● Multidisciplinary — from content providing to technical 
● Open space policy — not tolerating harassment



Measuring the progress

Wikimedia statistics

● Number of articles
● Bytes
● Number of viewers
● Number of edits and editors

https://stats.wikimedia.org/v2/#/all-projects


Finnish language (6 milj speakers) Wikipedia

450,000 articles - January 12, 2019
400,000 articles - August 29, 2016
350,000 articles - July 9, 2014
300,000 articles - June 26, 2012
250,000 articles - September 24, 2010
200,000 articles - April 12, 2009
150,000 articles - February 4, 2008
100,000 articles - February 11, 2007
50,000 articles - February 21, 2006
15,000 articles - February 9, 2005
5,000 articles - April 15, 2004
1,000 articles - September, 2002



Wikipedia contributing
Editing and writing

Finding sources

Illustrating — photographing articles

Administering

Participating in competitions, edithathons, 
hackathons, photo-safaris

Participating organizations



How to read Wikipedia article

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand-Popo




< Links to same article in different languages

Language links



Article — Discussion — Read — Edit — Edit code — History

Discussion: discuss about the problems in the article, often long, undated talks

Edit: Edit and write the article, add references etc

Edit code: edit and write wikicode

History: lists who, when, how much and what has changed, wikipedia is a complete 
booking system

Search



Article content structure
1. Introduction: definition what is the article about?
2. Info-box
3. Contents (added automatically)
4. Subtitles
5. Pictures, “gallerys”



< Notes and references

External sources >

Wikipedia articles connected >

Categories >


