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What is a transliteration in this context? 

• Articles with strong non-English connections usually carry a 
transliteration, usually in the language of origin 
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Where is it found? 

• In most foreign (non-English) related articles 

• Used extensively in Russian and Indian articles having strong 
native connections 
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Why is it a problem? 

• Sometimes it is clearly disruptive, and takes attention away 
from the primary topic at hand 
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Why is it a problem? (contd..) 

• Frequent edit wars take place, resulting in unpleasant 
situations for editors, and wastage of time for well meaning 
editors 

• Inexperienced but otherwise well meaning editors usually face 
these problems, hence reducing contributor confidence in the 
process 

Sw
ar

o
o

p
 R

ao
 |

 E
n

gl
is

h
 W

ik
ip

ed
ia

 |
 

W
ik

ic
o

n
fe

re
n

ce
 In

d
ia

 2
0

1
1

 |
 C

C
-

B
Y-

SA
 3

.0
 



Why do disputes occur? 

• Geographical location (of a place) 

• Name of the subject (of a place, a person) 

• Ethnicity, origin, place of birth (of a person) 

• Present location (of a person) 

• Field of repute (of a person) 

 

• Editors may feel need for inclusion of their language in the 
article, because the subject has a connection (some of them 
mentioned above) to their native language 
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Why do disputes occur? 
(contd..) 
• It is usually triggered by an existing transliteration on the page 
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The need 

• Ideally, it should only be to aid pronunciation 

• It has now become a practice to include a transliteration for all 
Indian articles, sometimes just to show an “Indian connection” 

• However, there is no clear governing policy currently in force 
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Cases 

• Konkani 

• Hindi 

• Kannada 
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Deepika Padukone 

• Brought up in Bangalore, origins in Konkan area 

• Found fame in Hindi movies 

• Kannada transliteration removed and Hindi added after 
discussion 

• Confusion exists about the pronunciation of the name 
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Rajinikanth 

• Tamil 

• Kannada  

• Marathi 
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Rajinikanth (contd..) 

• A Bangalorean in his young days, part of Kannada theatre 

• Origins in Maharashtra 

• Famous for his Tamil movies 
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Rajinikanth (contd..) 

• Frequent edit wars still take place, with editors trying to put 
Kannada transliterations and Marathi transliterations to the 
lead 
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Hosur 

• Tamil 

• Kannada 

• Telugu 
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Hosur (contd..) 

• Town in Tamil Nadu close to Bangalore and proximal to Andhra 
Pradesh 

• Article was subjected to intense disruption by user who 
insisted on removal of scripts other than Tamil. User created 
sockpuppets and personally harassed editors. Article was fully 
protected for some time. 
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The way forward 

• Make a policy/guideline 

• When there are clear pronunciation differences between local 
name and English name 

• Limit to parenthetical material 
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The way forward (contd..) 

• Policy making might be difficult as each case is very different 
from the other 

• Eliminate transliterations altogether, instead put IPA or audio 
help 

• Of course, editors will have more time to devote to make 
more useful edits 
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Thank You 
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