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Presidential Level 
Distinguished Federal Civilian Service 

Presidential Medal of Freedom 
Presidential Citizens Medal 

  

DoD Level 
(DoD direct reports 

to the SecDef 
nominate/SD approves) 

 

DoD Distinguished 
Civilian Service 

Award 
non-competitive 

(DoD employees only) 

 

Career Awards 
Career 

employees 
(all grade levels) 

 

 
Component Level Award 

 

Public Service 
Awards 

Non-careerists 
Political appointees 
Foreign nationals 
Private citizens 

DoD Distinguished 
Civilian Service 

Award 
competitive 

(DoD employees only) 

 

SecDef Meritorious 
Civilian Service Award 

(DoD and Fed Govt-wide) 

 

SecDef Outstanding 
Public Service Award 

(OSD/DoD and Fed Govt-wide 
non-career/private citizens/ 

foreign nationals) 
 
 
 

DoD Distinguished 
Public Service Award 

(OSD/DoD and Fed Govt-wide 
non-career/private citizens/ 

foreign nationals) 
 

DoD David O. 
Cooke Excellence 

in Public 
Administration 

(DoD career employees) 
 

 

 

Department of Defense 

Honorary Awards Programs 


