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Wikidata is a free linked database of 
secondary data that can be read and 
edited by both humans and 
machines.

Wikidata acts as central storage for 
the structured data of its Wikimedia 
sister projects including Wikipedia, 
Wikivoyage, Wikisource, and others.

What is Wikidata?

● Bibliographic

● Biographic

● Biomedical

● Geographic

● Taxonomic

● Authority file





















wikidata.org/wiki/Q42

Douglas Adams

Example Wikidata item & statement

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q42


Official Wikidata stats More stats

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Statistics
https://tools.wmflabs.org/wikidata-todo/stats.php


SECTION

MANUAL EDITING



Practical session - Adding data

● Open you selected batch from the batches spreadsheet

● Show how to add ‘award received’ (P166) statement + reference. 

● Show how to create an item from scratch

- ‘Instance of’ = ‘human’

- ‘Gender’ = ‘female’

- ‘Award received’ = ‘Fellowship of the Royal Society of Edinburgh’

- Qualifier: Point in time = year of election

- Reference: Reference URL =  Url of page on RSE website

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KpIYvNjHJlf10ORSVsvvXforbZsZU-1PIpvkzWQ5uZ8/edit?pli=1#gid=0




SECTION

MASS EDITING



Quickstatements v.2

For importing data from a spreadsheet into Wikidata. The syntax you need to use 

is explained in QuickStatements v.1

Wikipedia and Wikidata Tools for Google sheets (Demo)

Google sheets add-on for pulling data from Wikidata and Wikipedia directly into a 

spreadsheet (Note: you need a Google account to install this)

Essential tools for mass editing Wikidata

https://tools.wmflabs.org/quickstatements/
http://tools.wmflabs.org/wikidata-todo/quick_statements.php
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/wikipedia-and-wikidata-to/aiilcelhmpllcgkhhpifagfehbddkdfp?hl=en
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1im7hQMhvd04ylfYUfuKPZI1cBxdRUmYreVk6voBnlCA/edit#gid=0


Practical - mass editing using QuickStatements

1. Go to the batches spreadsheet, then click the link with your selected batch number

2. Select all cells highlighted orange (the QuickStatements commands), then copy 

them to your clipboard ( click edit then copy  

3. Go to QuickStatements and click 

4. Click 'Import commands' -> 'Version 1 format' 

5. Paste in the commands copied in step 2, then click ‘import’

6. Check a selection of the commands to make sure they have imported correctly

7. Click the “RUN” button at the bottom to launch your first mass edit!

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KpIYvNjHJlf10ORSVsvvXforbZsZU-1PIpvkzWQ5uZ8/edit?pli=1#gid=177230209
https://tools.wmflabs.org/quickstatements


Demo results

Using the Wikidata Query Service

● Bubble chart - countries with the most UNESCO endangered languages

Using Listeria to generate a Wikipedia list

● List of UNESCO endangered languages

● List of female fellows of the Royal Society of Edinburgh

https://query.wikidata.org/
http://tinyurl.com/y8reofbs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Wikidata_list
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:NavinoEvans/Listeria_examples/UNESCO_endangered_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:NavinoEvans/Listeria_examples/Female_fellows_of_the_RSE


End of practical - let’s see the improved results!

Map query - http://tinyurl.com/RSEmap
Link straight to map - http://bit.ly/RSEmap2
Timeline – http://tinyurl.com/RSEtimeline
Wikidata query itself – http://bit.ly/RSEquery
Listeria list – http://tinyurl.com/RSEListeria

http://tinyurl.com/RSEmap
http://tinyurl.com/RSEmap
http://bit.ly/RSEmap2
http://bit.ly/RSEmap2
http://tinyurl.com/RSEtimeline
http://tinyurl.com/RSEtimeline
http://bit.ly/RSEquery
http://bit.ly/RSEquery
http://tinyurl.com/RSEListeria
http://tinyurl.com/RSEListeria


Links and further reading
● https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Data_Import_Guide

● https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_download

● .https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P2966 – National Library of Wales ID for 
collection items.

● .https://www.wikidata.org/w/api.php

● .https://tools.wmflabs.org/reasonator/ - Wikidata made ‘pretty’

● https://tools.wmflabs.org/reasonator/?q=Q42 – Reasonator page for Douglas Adams 
(Q42) by way of example.

● https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:ArticlePlaceholder – another way of 
placeholding articles using structured data from wikidata to populate information in 
the meantime until an article can be created.

● Wikidata: Current trends and priorities (May 2017 presentation with current 
statistics)

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Data_Import_Guide
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_download
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P2966
https://www.wikidata.org/w/api.php
https://tools.wmflabs.org/reasonator/
https://tools.wmflabs.org/reasonator/?q=Q42
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:ArticlePlaceholder
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XX-yzT98fglAfFkHoixOI1XC1uwrS6f0u1xjdZT9TYI/edit#slide=id.g21d2403a1a_0_90


Developer links
#wikidata on chat.freenode.net

wikidata-l@lists.wikimedia.org

Wikidata – The New Rosetta Stone (article).

Google closes Freebase (article).

Google’s sketchy attempt to control the world’s knowledge (article).

api @ wikidata.org/w/api.php

sandbox @ wikidata.org/wiki/Special:ApiSandbox

The Wikidata Game: https://tools.wmflabs.org/wikidata-game/distributed/

PHP

Wikibase API Library: github.com/addwiki/wikibase-api

SPARQL abstraction: github.com/Benestar/asparagus

Python

Wiki bot Framework: mediawiki.org/wiki/Manual:Pywikibot/Wikidata

C# .NET

Wikibase API Library: github.com/Benestar/wikibase.net

http://blogs.cccb.org/lab/en/article_la-nova-pedra-de-rosetta/
http://searchengineland.com/google-close-freebase-helped-feed-knowledge-graph-211103
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-intersect/wp/2016/05/11/you-probably-havent-even-noticed-googles-sketchy-quest-to-control-the-worlds-knowledge/
http://wikidata.org/w/api.php
http://wikidata.org/w/api.php
http://wikidata.org/wiki/Special:ApiSandbox
http://wikidata.org/wiki/Special:ApiSandbox
https://tools.wmflabs.org/wikidata-game/distributed/
https://tools.wmflabs.org/wikidata-game/distributed/
http://github.com/addwiki/wikibase-api
http://github.com/addwiki/wikibase-api
https://github.com/Benestar/asparagus
https://github.com/Benestar/asparagus

