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That is Wikipedia Main Page. At the top right of the screen, you can start by either 
logging in or creating a new account.



  

Having your own user is not mandatory, but it is a good practice if you plan to
edit. The username must not necessarily match your real name. Keep in mind that 
anonymous editions are publicly associated with the IP of the used computer/network.



  

When creating an account, if you associate it with an email address you will be able to
generate a new password if you ever forget it. Newly created accounts are shared 
among all Wikipedia language versions and Wikimedia projects.



  

That is a typical Wikipedia article. It has a title as a headline and normally other 
elements such as table of contents and a side infobox with structured information. 
Above the main content, there are some tabs that link several available actions such 
as editing the article or showing its collaboration history. 



  

Once Edit is clicked a new interface is loaded and the user can modify the page 
directly. There are some buttons with self-explanatory icons that help user to add 
elements such as (internal or external) links, change the style of the text or insert 
tables or images. 



  

Never forget that any statement in Wikipedia must be supported by a reliable source. 
Adding a citation is very easy: place the cursor at the end of the related text piece and 
click Cite. A dialog will appear for generating it and this will be added automatically at 
the end of the page with all the other references. 



  

Once you are happy with the changes, click Save page button and follow the 
instructions. It is good practice to add an Edit summary for other members of the 
community following (watching) that very article.



  

Not so long ago, visitors who wanted to edit an article only could do it by using a 
markup language named wikitext. Certain character combinations are translated into 
links or font styles once saved. This is still an available option (via Edit source) for 
those more experimented users.



  

If View History is clicked, a page is shown with all the individual changes in the 
content of the article. In every change (version) detail you can identify the time it was 
applied, the user who dit it and if they left any summary. From that interface it is also 
possible to perform several actions, such as reverting any unwanted edit.



  

It is possible to review in detail two versions of the article. These versions may include 
one or many individual changes between them. On the left you see the older version, 
and on the right the newer one. Character additions or deletions are highlighted in a 
colourful way.



  

There are different kinds of pages in Wikipedia. Most of them are encyclopedic content 
(articles), but some others are used for organisational, support or community 
purposes. They can be distinguished from the others because of their page titles prefix 
(e.g., User:, Wikipedia:, Help:).



  

As a user you may decide to keep a user page. It is recommended to include there 
only information about your Wikipedia activity (e.g. planned and created articles) or 
some aspects that can help other users to interact with you and contribute together. 
For instance, Wikipedians normally add their language knowledge or their fields of 
expertise.



  

Once you log in, you can also access a User Preferences page from where it is 
possible to change your profile details and tune your experience in the Wikipedia. As 
an example, new (still being tested) features are kept under the Beta tab, and users 
can try them selecting them in a case per case basis. 



  

Additional resources

● Wikipedia Outreach Manual
● The Wikipedia Adventure
● Wikipedia – The Missing Manual

https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Welcome2WP_English_082310.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:TWA/Portal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia_%E2%80%93_The_Missing_Manual
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