
Wikimedia Commons

The online media file repository for all 

Wikimedia projects



Who am I?

• Admin on the Dutch Wikipedia since 2006

• Volunteer for Wikimedia Nederland (the Dutch 

Chapter) since 2007

• Email response team since 2008

• Admin on Commons since 2009



Why Commons when we’ve got

Wikipedia?

 Wikimedia Foundation Project

 Created in September 2004

 Hosts the educational media content

 Files on Commons can be used on all

Wikimedia projects ànd beyond

 Like Wikipedia, anyone is allowed to

contribute!



Three projects, one article



So…. What can I find there that’s

not on Wikipedia?

 More than 57 million media files

◦ Images

◦ Sounds

◦ Videos

◦ Other (diagrams, animations, 3D models)

 All under a free license

◦ GFDL/Creative Commons/etc

◦ Public Domain



Are there rules?

 Educational material

 Permits free reuse for any purpose 

(including commercial)

 Permits the creation of derivative works.

 Released by copyright owner

 For uploading, you need an account on a 

Wikimedia wiki



Scope of Commons

The aim of Wikimedia Commons is to provide a 

media file repository: 

 that makes available public domain and freely-

licensed educational media content to all, and

 that acts as a common repository for the 

various projects of the Wikimedia Foundation.

The expression "educational" is to be understood 

according to its broad meaning of "providing 

knowledge; instructional or informative". 



• Must be a media file (no plain-tekst articles or 

computerprogrammes)

• Must be a free file format

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Project_scope





The licence must allow:

To share, adapt and build 

upon, even commercially. 



Structured data on Commons



What’s the point in donating

pictures and sharing them?

 To illustrate past life

 To educate people

 To conserve history for the future

 Because it feels good to show them to the

world, instead of keeping them in old and

dusty storages!



Weblinks:

Commons: https://commons.wikimedia.org

First Steps: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:First_steps

Licensing:

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Licensing

https://commons.wikimedia.org/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:First_steps


Images used:

 Wikimedia Commons logo - Copyright WMF

 Ciell feet - CC-BY-SA-2.5, author: Ciell

 Het melkmeisje – PD, author: Johannes Vermeer

 Audio cassette tapes – PD, author: Seth Ilys




