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* Created in September 2004
» Hosts the educational media content

e Files on Commons can be used on all
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The Milkmaid (Vermeer)

From Wikipedis, the free encyclopedia

The Milk id (Dutch: De Melk d or Het Melkmeisje), i called The Kitchen Maid, is an oil-on-canvas painting of a "milkmaid”, in fact, a domestic kitchen maid, by the Dutch artist Johannes Vermeer. it is now in the
Riksmuseum in Amsterdam, the Metherlands, which regards it as "unguestionably one of the museum’s finest attractions” [

The exact year of the painting’s completion is unknown, with estimates varying by source. The Rijksmuseum estimates it as circa 1658. According te the Metropolitan Museum of Artin New “ork City, it was painted in about 1657 or
1658 [Z] The “Essential Vermeer” website gives a broader range of 1658-1861 121
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The painting shows a milkmaid, a woman who miks cows and makes dairy products like butter and cheese, in a plain room carefully pouring milk into a squat earthenware container on a table. Mikmaids began working solely in the if Rijismuseum, Amsterdam, the
stables before large houses hired them to do housework as well rather than hiring out for more staff. Also on the table in front of the milkmaid are various types of bread. She is a young, sturdily buit woeman wearing a criep linen cap, a8 Netherlands

blue apron and work sleeves pushed up from thick forearms. A foot warmer is on the floor behind her, near Delft wall tiles depicting Cupid (to the viewer's left) and a figure with a pole (to the right). Intense light streams from the window
on the left side of the canvas [4]
The painting is strikingly ilusicnistic, conveying not just details but a sense of the weight of the woman and the table. “The light, though bright, doesn’t wash out the rough texture of the bread crusts or flatten the velumes of the maid's thick waist and rounded shoulders®, wrote Karen
Rosenberg, an art critic for The New York Times. Yet with half of the woman's face in shadow, it is “impossible to tell whether her downcast eyes and pursed lips express wistfulness or concentration,” she wrote. ]

"It's a little bit of a Mona Lisa effect” in modern viewers' reactions to the painting, according to Walter Liedtke, curator of the department of European paintings at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, and organizer of two Vermeer exhibits. “There's a bit of mystery about her for modern
audiences. She is going about her daily task, faintly smiling. And our reaction is "What is she thinking?‘"‘[51

Dutch iconography of maids | edit | edit source |

The woman would have been known as a “kitchen maid” or maid-of-al-work rather than a specialised "milkmaid™ at the time the painting was created: "milk maids™ were women who milked cows; kitchen maids worked in
kitchens. %] For at least two centuries before the painting was created, milkmaids and kitchen maids had a reputation as being predisposed to love or sex, and this was frequently reflected in Dutch paintings of kitchen and market
scenes from Antwerp, Utrecht and Delft.[%) Some of the paintings were slyly suggestive, like The Milkmaid, others more coarsely so.12]

The leadinn artirtz in this traditinn were the Antwern painters Inachim Reuckelser (e 1535 1578 and Frans Snvders M5781R57) whn had manv follnwers and imitatnre A= well ag Pieter Aerteen Mwhn like Reokelaer had




So....What can | find there that’s
not on Wikipedia?

* More than 57 million media files

° Images

> Sounds

°> Videos

> Other (diagrams, animations, 3D models)
e All under a free license

> GFDL/Creative Commons/etc

> Public Domain



Are there rules?

e Educational material

* Permits free reuse for any purpose
(including commercial)

e Permits the creation of derivative works.
* Released by copyright owner

* For uploading, you need an account on a
Wikimedia wiki



Scope of Commons

The aim of Wikimedia Commons is to provide a
media file repository:

 that makes available public domain and freely-
licensed educational media content to all, and

e that acts as a common repository for the
various projects of the Wikimedia Foundation.

The expression "educational” is to be understood
according to its broad meaning of "providing
knowledge; instructional or informative".



- Must be a media file (no plain-tekst articles or
computerprogrammes)

- Must be a free file format

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Project _scope
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Structured data on Commons
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What'’s the point in donating
pictures and sharing them?

* To illustrate past life
* To educate people
* To conserve history for the future

 Because it feels good to show them to the
world, instead of keeping them in old and
dusty storages!
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First Steps:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:First_steps

Licensing:

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Licensing
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