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4 © % 1'% Qome all thatdwell. ‘within tie land, .
& And humbly fall benéath the hand | - | =
Of ar offended God. - b &

Yo youtha that' e fu drln the bud,
dand aged with your houry head ;
Fall prostr&ﬁa to Hig nod.
: “now ye that liv'd in daye of yore,
boig Well us had credafures ever bore =
Dmusts-rs,wétﬁa than this ? 78
When hundreds like ! S of'day, . ;
In three short hou a - culled away
;i To meet f’ﬁmal doom!
The good are.into g'l&'y gone; . .+ g
Oclestial legions gu L1 ) e
Conduct tHPm to the throne, -
Seraphic astes they now can sound, o
And glory duzzles all around,
% In upper elimes they dwell.
: The wuked oo have met their fate, | &)
~ Qanght within confusion’s bait, i 2
- i TorbH p,k t midnight hutl de
Whare dark o 1h §'. ever roll, e
'\V hick aver bin R the souly e
But né ‘devour.” e

r“m FLOOD of Monday January the 12¢h, wsﬁ':is
n_;,_ 1hanoman0n wb:chna can accurately deaentﬁ
The 0] ast man in thy island may remember havi g
seon a buccesdion of rainy days, and the o%atﬂ)«i
© “ioyd’@Féuntain and ¢ Olivees’ rivers | ht
;i ‘frm*' han' that he casaot go; for unpnralle Ll
" the History of the West Indies, is the gigan "F‘To o
w L {dh*8h Allwise Creator has been pleased to viem ‘s
#rach. “"Tne groat of 1867; and the mv

< Hutiicaona of 1871 dle info co‘lnpar gm@
o whe §,umpared with the devai:a %& d
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1o ntaild® upon ths fund by thla tar lo ‘calaniity.
gL uuss* of h n lives and p,xoparhy is without

£ papairetlin *h:;;gilaudl history.  dn the ease of Lho
" iifiner, whole families wers swept away. Fushacls
wives who were ue to that moment “}m:z §
iant in theft lives;"aias! in ¢ their @eath war sios

g b ﬂ.‘hm“hwﬁﬁm& nesparing Biood tore it
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ohe mother’s arme tho helpless infant. The brother
who dared to snatch from the angry and infuriated
watera the beloved sister was himpslf engulphed by
the torrent and became food for fishes, On this terri-
fio night the friend saw with despair his friend vainly
trying to stem the torrent of this relontless Flood, bug
gould not afford fhe least aasigtance ; his own life stood
in linopum:ly every minute.  The oriea of dying men
and women were awful j.the shrieks of the helpless
infants were pitiful in the extreme. Alas ! what anight!
1t appeared aa if the Dostroying Angel were commis-
sioned to lay waste the town of Bassoterre: and but
for the effeotual and forvent ‘pruyer of the righteous
foan it seemed s if the fate of our town were decreed.
Like sweot incenss thess prayers and supplipations
necended to Heaven, and the Dieposer of the destinien
of the human race bade the Angel to ** siay his hand."
 Relantlosn flood ! lgly name shall he
Manded to postarity,
For ages yet to oome,
f aak'd of thy uh{Yif.y,
he nnpwer is—dexterity,
A devastation—fierce!"

Bonday the 1)th of January will he g day never ta
ba for!;omn in the anuals of 8t. Kitts.  With the
sxoeption of a fow showers of rain which fell at inter-
vals during the day it was in évery sense of the word
fine. Towards sunset an unusual warmth was felt
vompared with a few evenings preceding. This ochange
of weather was noticed to continue up to 9 o'slock p.m.,
when an intense cold wet in, then a light shower of
wain foll, and cenved. Two hours after therain began
again, and “it poursd until § o'clock thedfallowing
morning. Xt was during this space of i hnt the
work of destraotion began and ended, This pert of
the night was intensely dagk, - The hitherta, gradugl
flow of water in tho streets now augmented by
she overflowing of Boyd’s Fountain and Oliveen rivers,
the former pamsing through Monkey Rill, aotually
inundated a portion of College Hatate, fhe property of
8. A. Wade, Esquire; whilst the latfer cunning thra®
Shadwell's Fastate, the property of the Hon'ble T.
Weorkelay, being assisted by a small tributary running
from Milliken and Mardenbro, overwhelmed and lite-

#ally destioyed ite crops. Lt has been Auggosted that
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& wator-apout waa tha prime cauan of this devastating
Flood ; and it would seem so when looking at the hillg
adjacent to the town. If such truly was the case, thewm
this destructive phenomenon was of a giant magnitude
for looking at the furrows and rents it made on Mon«
key Hill and Olivees mountain it is ansy to oonjectura
that it was more than a mile in extent. The writer of
this pamphlet is one of the many that have endorsed
the sheory of the water-spout as being the prime oause
of this overwhelming calamity.

Passing from Oollege Kstate we enter Bansatorrs on
the North side.  Hoere at College Street wo behold &
genaral aweep. The obsetver is bewildered ne he gazes
on the surrounding acena. Protective walls and guars
dian breakwaters, which had hitherto effected the in
tention for which they were built for generatiens past,
have now given way to this impetuous and angry.torran
which seemed to have heen benton onrrying averything
batore it. The premises of Dr. A. Boon, aud thous
above and below them, ate now actually & Sahara, and
desert of sand.  Here at Qollege Street apparently iw
the greateat amount ef destrnotion. It was here thaf
that truly christian man, Dayid Paylor, his wife,
mothat.in,law, and nine children perished! Of them
it oan truly be said *“ they wore lovely and pleasant in
their lives, and in death they were not divided."
Oollecting hie family around him, this pious man
offered up a prayer to God, in the aot of doing which
the upper atorey of his hopse was washed away, and
himself and family wore deluged by the angry waters
which inundated she walla beneath. Poor man!
Frank Burgundy, too, another devoted and pione
Ohristian, with his wifo. and soven ehildren were
washad away by this unparalleled Flood. Mrs. Wale
tars and children, and a long list of other names, all,
all were engulphed at thia portion of the town, and
gone to their last acoount s and with the palm of Sainta
hood, having finished their “ Pilgrims Progress’ here,
we trust have reached the portals of the city that haw
foundation t whose builder and maker is God,

“They are gona ta that bright eity,
Where the towers of cryatal shice;
And the walls are all of jaspar,
Built by workmanship divige.”

From College Street we will retrace our steps .and



9isit King's Ground. Here we find enough te aronss
our pity and commiseration. The water coming by
the way of Springfield, and joining with the ttream
from Olivees river, crossed through the premises of
Mr. O, Fvelyn carrying destruction and denth with it
in this looality. The misery and wretchedness entailed
by the Flood on King's@round will hardly be rétrieved.
To n word the desolatias kere is rampant,  Once the
hot bed of vice, Mimg's Ground is pow the scene of
the greatest confusion #d woe. With tremendoua
velocity the waters ran towards the seu, bearing on ite
bosem buge trees, mmesive rocks, large hotises, and
small huts. By thaq impetuosity of the furious torrent;
the west wall of they Market was thrown down, and
the Blaughter house and another building (all new)
wers partially dismantled, The houees of Lazarud
Tittley and Samuel R. Oarey became next the objects
of agsault,  The former house was carried from its
fpuudation a considerable distance down the stpeam,
whilst the latter cannot discover the smallost fragment
ot his,  Mre:~Carey dnd her daughterin.liw were
earried away a8 the husband and fatker was preparing
16 seek shelter with them among the  npeighboursd.
When the danger of this night became but too evi-
dent, Carey desired his wife and daughter to dress;
that being done they were just on the eve of lenving
the house when it fell and separated the husband frorm
the wite and child for life.. This poor man heard the
piteous monns of his daughter as ghe floated down the
stream, but conld not afford the least help. It wad
the Providence of Almighty God which saved hint
from the same fate.
“ Bwift came the mighty torrent dewn,
No harrier could impede
Its progress towards our little Town,
Huch was its fearful gpeed !

The streets and lanes were soon engulph'd
By & broud water-sheet s

Surrounding Nature was convuly'd,
At Juve's Mujestic feer.”

The house of Mrs. Ramsay at the foot of King'd
thround was washed away, and she found a watery
grave. John Thomas Crooke, Betaey leand, Judith
Thomas, and daughter, are nambered (mong the dead
bt King's Ground. Orcoke had just suceogded id yes®
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ening a friend feom the( fury of the water, when hé
miesed his footing and was berne away by the angry
Flood. On the other side of the Gut Market the scene
wag appalling. The house of Mrs. Elizabeth Somer-
gall, which had previously defied the waters of former
days, gave way, and her loss could be estimated at
hundreds of pounds. Herself apnd soms had a very
narrow escape, Mre. Josephi Parrig, over the other
pide of the Gut, lost considerably.:

We will now traverse the fown eastward to meat the
Temple, a densely populated locality. In our way the
eye is arrested every step by the magnitude of the
catastrophe. The stores of W. A. Cock, Heqr., were
partially destroyed. The water entered his warehousa
gollar and damaged his goods to an enormous extent.
M. Lagois suffered materially in this celamity. Tha
promises of Mr. Mondesire were literally flooded. . 80
also are those of Mossrs, Wade & Abbott. And now
we wrrive at the Temple. It would appear that the

.waters from College Bireot foxced its way from Dr. A.

Boon to the Wesleyan Mission House, and crossing
over the Vietorin Road began its work of destruction
to the noith of Mr. MaclNish, whose premised were
nearly embedded in the sand. The water in his cellara
was more than six feet deep. His loss is immenge.
Here Ralph Sheppard and family, Mrs. Phillip and
throe children lost their lives in their endeavours to
eccapo the fury of the element. The scene in thia
locality is heart-rending in thé extreme. Pursuing

_our wany eastward, and turning to the right we gain

Tall Mall Square. What is loft of this delightful spot
is now indescribable. A Jdesert of sand tells the story
for iteelf; and from the number of dead bodies found
theve, one will conjecture that many of the unfortd-
nates were making for the Uourt House for refuge;
but were overpowered by the velocity of the water and
perished.  Glancing round-about we see the Business
premises of G. W. Bennett & Qo., almost covered with
sand. The loss of this Hatablishment is estimated at
£9,000., In going further southward we reach the
Bay. Here the debris of the Flood were littered in
reckless profusion. Huddled together in the mud
we observed hogsheads of coals, boxes, puncheous,
barrels, and other articles of merchandize. The Trea«
sury buildings, the two wharves, the premison of M
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Wattlay, and Braes Oastle, paid dearly for the resis.
tance they offered to the mighty water! The very sen
rageded; and in the place where large achooners con-
sidered themselves seouro from a ‘* SBouth-wegter,”
sand, stones, large trees &e., brought from the mouns
tains, are now securely stranded, and the heterogene«
ous accumilation of property are all embedded here,
aa well, it is balieved, as the bodies of most of those
whose names are among the missing. IHero they are
for the present. Here they will remain
“*1411 the storm shall unchain them
From out their dark cave,
And break the repose of
The foul and the wave.’

The Religion inculeated by us in our youthful daye
teaches us to believe that * God in the midst of wrath
remembers mercy.” The truth of this realized iteelf
in the case of poor Margaret Vanderpool. This woman
with her son, a boy of 13 years, lived on the Bay, at
the foot of King's Ground. Amid the fury of the
Flood her house, with heraelf and this little urchin,
was washed away. The little boy, who had been
taught to awim by his little comrades in Irish Town,
gecured a door whioh was pessing by and brought it
to his Mother, and keeping pace with her both weie
drifted past Old Road, when the Mother upon making
a sigual as she was passing, was rescued by James
Bristol, and othera at a distance of four or five miles
from land. Being vescue2 she told them the story of
her poor mon CGeorge who was 8o instrumental in
paving her. ‘

#The and wifeoting talo she told;
A toar from many drew,

And its simplicity wan such,
Thut all bolieved if frue.”’

Briatol again impellad by philanthropie motives,
gallied forth to the rescue of thin little boy from the
jawa of the angry waves. Unward ho pulled hia littla
boat until at length ho ospied him. He was almost
dead ; poor fellow ! On being taken into the boat his
firat inquiry was for hia Mamma, Bristol did not
know wio his Mamma was until he describad her as a
black woman who was enciente. There wasno doubt
now as to Margaret Vanderpool heing the mother.
Uld Road wap reached and amid sobs and cries the



(.

beholders witnessed the ra-t)mion of mother and som,
Two days after the mother gave birth to a child (grl)
and both are up to the present doing well. Buch wag
the wonder-working Providence of Him

' Who planta bis footateps in the fes,
And rides upon the atorm.‘*

Many other cases of FProvidensial deliverances could
be cited, but our space forhids. Qn the two succeeding
days 17 dead bodies were found in the island of 8.
Hustatius, which were ordered to receive Chyistian
buria) by the Governor of that place.

We \geag not that s forpign sheye,
‘ h“‘é%‘&iu.‘i‘: o s b
£ :
’ Ty Got fo v 1o STerzgmbine
We have within a limited compase given our readers
an idea of the magnitude of this dire calamity so we
must now hasten to a close: in doing which we will
not fail to express our heartfelt gratitude in praise of
Mre. F. 8. Wiglg, Police Magistrate of Basseterre,
+ Jnspector Thom, Mr. Btevens, of the Treasury Depart-
ment, Archdeacon Gibbs, Dr. Branch, and Mr. Xort-
right, 8.FP.W., for the indefatigable zeal and untizing
energy they displayed in searohing ont and burying
the dead. Regardless of self, theme patriots were
foremost, whilst in many cases relations shrunk from
the decaying ocorpses of kindred and friends.
Emmanuel 8mith, Abraham Danisl, Klisha Thomas,
and George Forbes, they too dasexve the thanks of
the entire community for the labour they performed
in handling the decomposed corpses of those who were
found later on. Thess men together with the gentlas
men above-named were here, there, and everywhers,
rendering help, and we are sure that the community
will accord to them the tribute due to their exertions.
Buch, dear reader, in a feeble description of the
Flood of January, 1880. Language fails to depict in
glowing terms the stupendous magnitude and vass
extent of thie dire calamity. The wretchedness and
misery it has left behind will be felt by generations yes
B unborn. Our fathers have told us, and we ourselves
have seen some of the mighty workings of ** Him vrh'?
fills immensity and dwells in space unapproachable ;
} but alas ! what they and we bhave seen sinks into
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insignificance when coml(m-)ed to the ravages of thig
deatructive column of water. This surely is one of tha
pigns of the times. This certainly is one of the fulfil-
ments of the prophetic Beriptures relative to the latier
day., Do we not hear of wars and rumoars of ware in
Oontinental Hurope now a days? Is not Great Britain,
Russia, Austria, and Germany preparing themasives
for a coming strife? ' Wae nota famine in India a
fow months ago? Do not the Scriptures say plainly
that these things * must be’’ the forerunners of the
last judgment ?
 Hark ! what wakens up the nations,
Gog and Magog to the fray, ]
. Ha'k! what soutdeth—‘tis Creation ;
Groaning for it latter day ' 1
We will conclude  these pages by veminding our
readers that notwithstanding in almost overy era of
man’s history - ¢ the wrath of God!? in some degree or
other has been poured out on nations and individuals;
yet wo are told by the Baptiat, that there is ** a wrath
to come,’’ of which he warned. the Jawish nation in:hia
day.  Sooner or.later that wrath may overtake us.
-liet us thexefore whilstthere is time and opportunity
¢ put off the works ot darkness and puton‘the whola
armour of light," for ** OQux'Gop is & consuming fire.”

‘, lﬁ’lﬁnted at ‘kh‘o “‘ﬂdvertiser" Offige, Foat Streo!, Basse Lurrq‘
: * 1 Bt Kitts, by Rienarn CAvne,
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