11 September ~TWE: —

Peried 1 Au;ult = 17 Aus}gt

e

The menth epemed with the Rogiment in s biveume ares near Velterrs {Q528548%).
For two weeks regular traiming centinued. (m 13 August the Regiment was slerted te
relieve the frent line elements of the 91st Amerioan Iafantry Divisien. This dirvis-
1en defended the line with ene regiment, the 3554 Infantry. Om the werning ef 16
August sn advance party centaoted the 3634 Infantry te make dotalled arrangements fer
the relief, After dark that might, the Cembat Team, with Cempeny "A", 776th Tank
Deastreyer Battelien, Cempany "A", 752nd Tank Battalien, and the Bbth Rocemmaissance
Treep attached, meved by meter te an sssembly ares mear Strada (Q4662). During the
dny the treeps remained under cever, and the nscessary erders were issued. The plan
in general was te take ever the secter as held ly the 365¢ Iafaniry, plateen feor
platesn. All three battaliens were erdered te scoemplish the relief durimg the dark~
pess of 168 « 17 August, The 2nd Battalien was furnished trucks as they had the great-
ast distance te travel te the frent lime, Camen Cenpany, Antitank Cempany, and the :
328th Field Artillery Battalien meved inte firimg pesitiens, snd the B6th Recennaissasnoe
Treop meved near the center eof the secter, in reserve. The Regimental CF was estabe
liahed in & eastle om Mente Bleohieri (Q413668), By 170445 August the relief was oem-\}
Plestad witheut incident, and ceptrel eof the secter passed ta the Cemmanding Offilocer, oQy
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Peried 18 Lu&t - 26 AuEst ’ ~

The defeneive seoter takem ever stretched for 13,000 yards aleng the railresd \r‘ .
track en the seuth bank ef the Arms River frem the Blsa River ep the right te a peixt "\I
1,000 yards wost of Castelfrance eu the left, The battaliens were dispessd en lime o
frem left te rights 2md Battalien, 54 Battalien, lst Battalien. Decause of the :
oxtremely wide zene sach battaliee was required te defend, the greater majerity of !
the tresps were placed en the lime with few treeps in reserve. We were sppesed by ANl
elements of the 1065th Imfantry Regiment, the Lehrbrigade, snd the 67th Penger Gren- | |
edier Divisien. The enamy lightly manned sn eutpest line aleng the merth bank eof 05
the Arme Eiver and had seme strengpeints and ebservatiem pests in buildings south ol
of the river in the 1lst and 3d Battalien secters. He patrelled aggressively and ('
many times made small wnit raids against eur frent line and in general was quite i
sotive. It was not censidered prebabls, hewever, that the Germsns ceuld de any nere !
thas lawnch & raid in ferce. His lack ef reserves precluded an attack in any streagth
larger than s battalien. .

The unit the Regiment relieved had pushed eut iselated platesns te pesitions be-
tween the froent line and the river te act as an eutpest lime, These pesitisns were
net matually supperting, snd the day befere the relief ene of these lene platoons
had been surreunded by the enemy and elsven mem had been captured, BSeveral hours
after the rellief, the same thimg happened te s Cempany "L" platesm with a lesa of
ane officer mnd seventesn enlisted men, It was deoided that the whele line needed
strengthening and ixpreving. This was acoomplished by moving many ef the defensive
aroas ferward of the railread bed, by pullimg back in lise the iselated sutpests, by
placing treeps im gaps that were fermerly cevered by patrels, by tyimg im all pesi-
tiens with their adjacent wmits. Telephsne cemmmicatisn was imprevad by the laying
of ever one hundred additiensl miles of wire. .

te strengthem the line, and the tank snd taxk destreyer cempanies meved imte firinmg
pesitiens frem which they could fire as artillery. This night eur first patrels were
sont out = ambush patroels te cover the frent. Almost every patrel ran inte a fire-
fight befers damn but in each oase the emeny was repulsed. After dark en 18 August
the Recemmaissance Treep was detached and moved te the area ef the 359th Imfantry.

The night of 1T - 18 August was spemt in makizng mest of the cmmtemplated chamges ﬁ
]

These firet fow days of the oscupation of the new pesitism were spent EBI}O-_- L
paring defensive fires, shifting weapons t¢ more sdvantageeus pesitisns, establish-

ing sbaervatien pozts te cover the entire seme, formilating coumterattack plans,
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After ocempletien the Germans had a diffioult time breachinmg eur lmpreved pesitien,
ané his nunerous attempta were thrown baok with lesses in dead and wounded,

Then began a pregran ¢f gradually pushing the ememy across the river, This
was done by cencemtrating artillery fires en kmewn snemy stremgpeints. A platoeen
of tauk destreysrs was moved ferward se that they ceuld bring direct fire em enesy-
held buildings seuth of the Arme. After a particularly heavy "sheet" in the 54
Battalien secter en 21 August, alvilians reperted that eighty German seldiers had
been killed., Day and night patrels were used extensively te ambush sneay patrels
appreaching eur lines, te neutrslize snemy groups and gun smplacemsats, and te re-
cenneiter reutes te the river btaak. Patrels given the missien eof eressing the river
wore stepped in each oase eu the near bank by enaxy fire.

German artillery and mertar fire was partioularly heavy en the froat lime in
sur secter and lesses sustained, whils net heavy, were algaificent. In ene 24 heur
poried nearly eme thsusend reunds fell im the 2nd Battallen area. Our guss returned
this fire many tines ever and ocentlonally haraseed read junotiens, highways, and

. mewn gun positioms im enemy territery, The enemy had liberally strewn the ares
with mines and beeby traps befere he withirew and they caused sewo casualties and
ascednitated extrems cautisn when meving areund in frent ef eur pesitien,

The large number of Italian civilians }iving withim the Regiasutal beundaries
caused 1ittle treuble and were efficlently centrelled by their ewa native pelise,
the Carsbianieri. The few cases of suspected espienage were precessed by the divi-
sien CI¢ dotashment.

The 1st Battalion was relieved the might of 24 - 25 jugust by a battalien of
the 24th Guards Brigade (8th Seuth African Armerad Diril!.on without inoident and
meved te an intermsdiate assembly area near Strada.

At 0500 en 26 jAugust the Regiment less the lst Battalien came under ceatrel of
the lat iAmerican Armered Divisien fer speratisns enly and the advanoe party ef Cea-
bat Cemmand "E® reperted te the sectsr fer srientatien. Cempany "A®, 762ad Tank
Battalien reverted ts cemtrel of ita parent unit. .-

In the late afterneen of 26 August, last Lieutenant Tem F, Smeary led his plateen
in & raid te a group eof bulldiags near the river bank, The raid was made te further
the Cerps plan of indicatimg a build-up ia the Fucosohie ares and was supperted by
all the artillery, csmnea, mertar, and autematic weapens fire under sur eentrel,.

The reactien of the swemy was net «9 vielent as expected but the raid did acosaplish
1te purpess = te cencentrate ememy attentiem en this seoter. 7T ralding party killed
four of the snemy, captured ene prisensr, and inflicted sther unestimated casualtiea.

Poried 27 dugust - 31 August

The night ef 28 ~ 27 pugust the 14th Armered Battalisa relieved the 2nd Pattalien,
and Cempany "A", 776th Task Destreyer Pattalien was releaszsd frem sur centrel. The
next night the 1lth Armored Battaliesm relieved the 34 Battalien. By 290150 pugust
the satire Regiment had cslesed inte a biveuno area nerth of Certalde, Inm the after-
nesh Major Gemeral Jehn B. Osultsr pressnted awards te 26 eofficers and men at a Reg-
inmatal wssemdly. .

Durimg the peried the Regimont was en the 1line a detachmsut frem the 92nd pmeri-
can Divisisn stayed with us te gain cembat experiemse. f

Genaral Zenebia and s party eof efficers and enlisted men frem the Brazilian
Expeditienary Ferce spent several days with the Eegimsnt te erieut themselves prier
te going inte the line,

The Regimeat captured eight prisensrs of war while en the line ~ twe frem the
1059th Infantry, the rest frem the Lehririgade,

Durliag the menth the fellewing men ware cemmissiened 2ad Lisutemants ss a re-
sult of meriterius service during cembats

2ad Lieutexnant Miltem P, Fewks, MAC
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Doceratiens awarded this menths

Distinguishsd Service Cress - lst Lisutemant Glemn B. Summers (missing im
actiem)
Sergesnt Geerge L. Maxwell
Private Firat Clase Marvim M. Deelin
Osk Leaf Clustar te SBilver Star Medal =~ Staff Sergeant James M, Newsan.
15 S8ilver Star Modals.
Z Oakx Iesaf Clustars te Brente Ster Medals.
50 Brente Star Medals (1 pesthumeusly},
41 Purple Hearts,
$7 Cenbat Infantryman Badges,.

Our battle sasualties fer the menth were ax fellewsy

OPFICERS BNLISTED MEW

Xilled in aotiem 1 18

Weundad im sotien 4 . 12

Misaimg in ectien 1 25
2 pyt o

Total casualtiea - 119

Strength ef the assigned cemsand as the perled cleseds 179 officers, § warrant
efficers, and 3,400 mlistad nem, Attached wers 246 enlisted men,

' .
m
HEEMEY ¢, TRIESLER, JR.

Mo jor, 3537th Infemtry,
8 =3,

For the Regimental Cemmanders




