
Defending Users and Content
War Stories From WMF



Introduction:

Removal Requests: 234 
(January - June 2015)

WMF Attorneys: 8



Transparency Report:
Request Total Received Total Granted

Content Alteration/Takedown 234 0

DMCA 21 3

Right to be Forgotten 4 0

User Data Requests (Total) 23 0

Informal Non-Government 15 0

Informal Government 6 0

Criminal Subpoenas 1 0

Court Order 1 0

Government Requests 9 0



Process:

1) Content removal requests 
2) DMCAs
3) Requests for user data



Content Removal

Request Total 
Received

Total 
Granted

Content 
Alteration/Takedown

234 0

Right to be Forgotten 4 0



DMCAs

Safe Harbor

Request Total 
Received

Total 
Granted

DMCA 21 3



Requests for User Data

Data 
Vacuum

Request Total Received Total Granted

User Data Requests 
(Total)

24 0

Informal Non-
Government

15 0

Informal Government 7 0

Criminal Subpoenas 1 0

Court Order 1 0

Government 
Requests

9 0



Story time: 

Story time: 
Story time: 

Story time: 

Story time: 
Story time: 

Story time: 
Story time: 



NSA Litigation



Dragnet Surveillance 



WMF’s Claims



Status
&

Stickers



Voluntary Disclosure: Suicide



Content Takedown: Granted? 



DMCA Incepted 

DMCA



Australian Snake Man?



Greek Litigation



Subpoena: Blacklight Power 



Barnstar taked     wns? 

The Barnstar Barnstar

The Teamwork Barnstar

The Main Page Barnstar



Getty Images*

* Images are not from or attributed to 
Getty, they are here because we 
thought the dogs were cute.



Learn more at
transparency.wikimedia.org

Michelle Paulson, WMF Legal Director Jacob Roger, WMF Legal Counsel

mpaulson@wikimedia.org / Mpaulson (WMF) jrogers@wikimedia.org / JRogers (WMF)



Image Attributions
● “Bomb” By OpenClipartVectors, available under CC0 Public Domain, https://pixabay.com/en/bomb-fuse-explosive-mine-grenade-147841/
● “Censorship” By Time3000, available under CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Censorship.svg
● “Angry Child” By Gerry Thomasen, available under CC BY 2.0, https://www.flickr.com/photos/gerrythomasen/101470232
● “Angry Talk” By Stefan-Xp, available under CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Angry_Talk_(Comic_Style).svg
●  “Image Deleted DMCA on black” By Lexein, available under CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Image_deleted_DMCA_on_black.png
● “Blue Vacuum Cleaner” By Open Clipart Lib., available by Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Blue_vacuum_cleaner.svg
● “Illustration of a Magnifying Glass” By gsagri04, available by Public Domain, http://www.freestockphotos.biz/stockphoto/15170
● “Meta Wiki New Users” By Cyrax Cyborg, available under CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Meta-Wiki_New_users-2000px.png
● “Surveillance Camera” By OpenClipArtVectors, available under CC0 Public Domain, https://pixabay.com/en/surveillance-camera-security-video-147831/
● “Constitution We the People” By  Bluszczokrzew, available by Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Constitution_We_the_People.jpg
● “Dublin Castle Gates of Fortitude and Justice” By J.-H. Janßen, available under CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:

Dublin_Castle_Gates_of_Fortitude_and_Justice_05.JPG
● “Storytime Drawing” Magazine Image not attributed, available by Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Storytime_Drawing.png
● “Suicidemessageggb01252006” By David Corby , available under CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Suicidemessageggb01252006.JPG
● “African Passport Stamps” By Jon Rawlinson, available under CC BY 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:African_passport_stamps.jpg 
●  “Impossible Staircase” By Sakurambo, available by Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Impossible_staircase.svg
● “Snakes” By ClkerFreeVectorImages, avaialble via CC0 Public Domain, https://pixabay.com/en/head-snake-orange-cobra-raised-44803/
● “Theodore Katsanevas” from Twitter, available under fair use, https://twitter.com/thkatsanevas
● “Ultraviolet light bulb 2” By Anakin 101, available by Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ultraviolet_light_bulb_2.jpg, “Blacklight painting” By 

Daniele Blue, available under CC BY 2.0 https://www.flickr.com/photos/danielleblue/9090963490, “People Dancing” By ClkerFreeVectorImages, available under CC0 
Public Domain, https://pixabay.com/en/dance-people-violet-dancing-party-295249/
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Continued:
● “Getty ImageLogo” By Getty, available by Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Getty_Images_Logo.svg
● “Funny DOg Picture Biker” By Super_Man6694, available by CC BY 2.0, https://www.flickr.com/photos/29216747@N05/2731264349
● “Flag of Greece (Parade” By Philly Boy92, available by Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Greece_(parade).svg
● “Loopy Funny Dog” By Wikityson, availabe under CC BY 1.0, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Loopy_Funny_Dog.jpg
● “Dog in Clothes” By fralla, available under CC0 Public Domain, https://pixabay.com/en/dog-funny-dog-dog-in-clothes-490345/ 
● “Mainpage Barnstar Hires” By Antonu, available under CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Main_Barnstar_Hires.png, “Team Barnstar 

Hires” By Antonu, available under CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Team_Barnstar_Hires.png, “Barnstar Barnstar Hires” By Antonu, 
available under CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Barnstar_Barnstar_Hires.png, “Tireless Contributor Barnstar Hires” By Antonu, 
available under CC BY 3.0,https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tireless_Contributor_Barnstar_Hires.gif 
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